RECORD OF THE SENATE

WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 23 2000
OPENING OF THE SESSION

At3:38 p m.,; t/reSenatePre.stdent Hon BIasF Ople called
the session to order. -

The President. The 64th session of the Second Regular
Session-of the Elcventh Congress is hereby called to order.

‘Let us all stand for the opemng prayer to bc led by Sen.
Teresa Aquino- -Oreta.

Evet)body rose for the prayer
PRAYER
Senator Aquino-Oreta.

Come Holy Spirit,
Replacethe tension withinus wrthaholyrelaxatron
" Replace the turbulence withinus withasacred calm.
" Replace the anxiety wrthm us’ with’ a quret
, confidence. :
" Replace the fear within us wrth a strong faith.
Replace the bitterness within us with the sweetness
of grace. ,
Replace the darkness within us witha gentle light.
Replace the coldness within us with loving warmth.
Replace the night within us with Your light.
Replace the winter within us with Your spring. .
- Straighten our crookedness .
Fillouremptiness. - - -
Dull the edge of our pride. -
L Sharpen the edge of our humrlrty
© Light the fire of our love.
Quench the flame of our lust.
Let us sec ourselves as You sce us, . - .
That we may sec You as You have promrsed
And be fortunate according to-Your word.
Blesscd are the purc of heart, for they-shall see
You. -
-+ Amen. -

The President. The Secretary wrll please call the roll.
ROLL CALL

The Secretary, readmg

Senator Teresa Aqumo-Orcta vresrresesseennnieases Present

Senator Robert Z. Barbers .v..eiveveenerennns ok

SenatorRodolfo G. Biazon .......i:.icheiviooi Present -
Senator Renato L. Compaiiero Cayetano ....Present
Senator Anna Dominique M.L. Coseteng ....Present
SenatorFranklinM. Drilon ......c.ccvvveneneneene. Present

- Senator Juan Ponce Enrrlc ..... iviessereeenesseneies PTESENE
Senator Juan M. Flavier i< Present
Scnator Teofisto T. Guingona Jr. .................Present
Scnator Gregorio B. Honasan ............ *x

.Present
....Present
... Present
...Present L

Scnator Robert S. Jaworski ........
Senator Loren B. Legarda-Leviste ...
Senator Ramon B. Magsaysay Jr. .....
Senator John Henry R. Osmeiia ..

Senator SergioR. Osmeiia Il .....cocvnecvrnnnns Present
Senator Aquilino Q. PimentelJr. .......... ....Present
SenatorRamonB. Revilla.........coue.e... reeenis o
Senator Raul S.ROCO ...veuuvverenreresenrresennnse Present
. Senator Miriam Defensor Santiago .............. Present
Senator Vicente C. Sotto 11 ...cvvvvvvevvrresis e ¥
Senator Francisco S. Tatad ........coevveverennnaes Present*
The President .....ccecvvuneee s Present

The President. With 17 ‘sena"tors’present, there is a

quorum.
The Majority Leader is recognized. ‘

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF THE OFFICIAL VISIT
OF STUDENTS FROM EMILIO AGUINALDO
o COLLEGE OF MANILA o

Senator Drrlon Mr Prcsrdent before we 'lpprove the
Journal of the prevrous session, may we first acknowledge the
presence of the students from the Emilio Aguinaldo College of
Manila. There are about 50 of them i in the hall. Can we recognize
them for the record? [Applause]

The Presrdent “The Senate warmly welcomes the
delegation of students from Emilio Agumaldo College of Manila.

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF TI-IE OFFICIAL VISIT
OF STUDENTS FROM MALABON .
COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Senator Drrlon erewrse, Mr Presrdent may we recog-

nize the students from the Malabon Community College. They
are also in the hall right now. [Applause] .- :

* Arrived after the roll call
** On official mission -~ -

459



Suspension of Session

" RECORD OF THE SENATE

Vol. III, No. 64

Senator Guingoha. That is true.

Senator Enrile. Since the distinguished gentleman is
exercising his prerogative to postpone it, next time when I am
asked to yield, I might not yield at all.

SUSPENSION OF SESSION

Senator Drilon. Mr. President, I move that we suspend the
session for one minute. '

- The Px"esidihg Officer [Sen. Flavier]. The session is
suspended for one minute, if there is no objection. [There was
none.]

Itwas 4:35p.m.

RESUMPTION OF SESSION
At 4:36 p.m., the session was resumed.

The Presndmg Officer [Sen. Flavier]. The session is
resumed. Senator Enrile is recognized.

Senator Enrile. Mr. President, I just made that remark not
really to challenge the prerogative of the distinguished Minority
Leader but just to indicate to the Chamber that a sponsor of a bill
is under no obligation to yield to any interpellator if he does not
want. The interpellator has a prerogative to ask questions, but it

_is also my prerogative not to yield if I think that the demand is
unreasonable. Ijust wantto putthatintothe Record. ButIwillyield
to the dxstmguxshed Mmonty Leader

SUSPENSION OF CONSIDERATION OF S.NO. 1862

Senator Drilon. In that case, Mr. President, I move that we
suspend consideration of Senate Bill No. 1862 under Commxttee
Report No. 167.

We wish to make of record that after Senator Guingona,
Senators Cayetano, Roco and Serge Osmefia also manifested

their intention to avail themselves of the periodof mterpellatxons

The Presndmg Offlcer [Sen. Flavier]. Is there any

objection? [Silence] There being none, the motion is approved :

with the mamfestatxon of the Majorxty Leader. -
SUSPENSION OF SESSION

, Senator Drilon. Mr. Pre31dent I move that we suspend the
session for one minute.
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The Presiding - Officer [Seh .Flavier]. The session is
suspended for one minute, if there is no objectxon I There was
none.]

Itwas4. 37p m.
RESUMPTION OF SESSION
At 4:38 p.m., the session' was resumed. .

The Presiding Officer [Sen. Flavxer] The session is
resumed. . The Majority Leader is recognized.

. BILL ON SECOND READING
S. No. 1355--Landscape Architecture Act

Senator Drilon. Mr. President, I move that we consider
Senate Bill No. 1355 as reported out under Committee Report
No.12. .

The Presiding Officer [Sen. Flavier]. Is there any
objection? [Silence] There being none, the motion is approved.

. Consideration of Senate Bill No. 1355 is now in order. With
the permission of the Body, the Secretary will read only the title
of the bill without prejudice to inserting in the Record the whole
text thereof.

The Secretary. Senate Bill No. 1355, entitled
AN ACT REGULATING THE PRACTICE OF

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE IN THE -
PHILIPPINES '

The followzng is the whole text of the bzll
Senate BlllNO 1355

“ AN ACT REGULATING 'THE‘PRACTICE OF
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE IN THE"
PHILIPPINES

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the.Philippines in Congress
assembled:

ARTICLE I
TITLE.

SECTION 1. Title. - This Actshallbeknownasthe
"Philippine Landscape Architecture Act of 2000."
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ARTICLE 1I
DEFINITION OF TERMS

. SEC. 2. Definition of Terms. - (a) Practice of
Landscape Architecture - The practice of Landscape
Architecture is the act of planning, designing, specify-
ing, supervising and giving general administration
and responsible direction to the functional, orderly and
aesthetic arrangement, changing and development of
natural scenery and land areas to produce the most
desirable effect for human use and enjoyment of various
outdoor spaces which consist of landscape cornponcnts
and the softscape of plants such as gardens, sports fields,
playgrounds, recreational grounds, camping sites,
resorts, national and public parks, historical parks, and
squares, memorial parks, subdivisions, parks and
parkways, zoological and botanical gardens, greenbelts,
cemeteries, plazas, patios, yards, outdoor shopping and
pedestrian malls, promenades, sidewalks, roads and
walkway systems, traffic islands, easements and circles,
roof and open interior gardens and courts, and other
open spaces; the protection, conservation and
rehabilitation of the natural environment and scenery to
enhance the ecological system and qualxty of life, such
as, butnot limited to:

(1) The act of planning sites and outdoor spaces;

(@ Recommending on and formulating landscape

development policies concerning visual resources, -

streetscapes, the rehabilitation of inner cities, slums
and historical districts, parks and recreation items

which are important components of area develop- -

ment plans at the local, regional and national levels
and as components of area development and
planning ‘codes, zoning ordinances and other
studies;

(3) Consultation, oral advice and direction, confer-
ences, evaluation, investigation, estimates, ap-
praisals and assessment and landscape architec-
_tural and operational programming;

(4) Schematic design, design studies and development
concepts, and contract documents;

(5) Preparation of preliminary technical, economicand -

financial feasibility studies of plans and project
promotional services inchiding preparation of
specialized studies such as envnronmental impact
assessments (EIA).

(6) Preparationofplans, specifications, bills of materials,
cost estimates, general conditions and landscape
-work contract documents;

(7) Construction and project management; giving
general management, administration, supervision,
coordination, and responsible direction to the
planning, designing, construction, reconstruction,
direction, enlargement, renovation, repair, orderly
removal or demolition, remodeling, alteration,

- preservation or restoration of landscape sites or
structures including all their component sites and
environs intended for private or public use;

(8) The practice of landscape architecture shall also
include all other works, projects and activities which
require the professional competence of landscape
architects, including teaching of landscape
architecture subjects: given in the licensure

_examinations for landscape architects; computer-
aided design; the scientific, aesthetic and orderly
coordination of all works and branches of the work,
systems and processes necessary in order to

. enhance and safeguard life, health and property
~and the promotion and enrichment of the quality of
life; the landscape architecture design of

~ engineered structure or any part thereof;

(9) - Theplanning, layoutand utilization of spaces within
and around buildings or structures including their
sites; environment and urban design, site planning,
outdoor space planning, landscape architectural
detailing, landscape architectural lighting, laying
out of associated mechanical, electrical, sanitary,
plumbing and other utility systems, equipment and
fixtures; and ,

(10) Site progrémming,‘ grounds maintenance and
“administration and landscape architectural
conservation and -restoration;

(b) Landscape Architect - refers to a natural person
technically qualified to practice landscape architecture
and whohasbeenissued a valid certificate of registration
and a valid professional license as such by the Board of
the Landscape Architecture created under this Act and
the Professional Regulation Commission.

. ARTICLENl
' BOARD OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE .

-SEC. 3. Creation and Composition of a Board of
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Landscape Architecture. - There is hereby created a
Board of Landscape Architecture, hereinafter called
the Board under the administrative control and super-
vision of the Professional Regulation Commission,
hereinafter called the Commission, to be composed of a
Chairpersonand two (2) members to be appointed by the
President of the Philippines from a list forwarded by the
Commission. Suchalistshall have five (5) nominees for
each position, chosen, ranked in the order of preference
and submitted by the integrated and duly accredited
national association of landscape architects in the
Philippines. The Board shall be organized not later than
six (6) months from the effectivity of this Act.

SEC. 4. Qualifications of Members of the Board. -
Amemberofthe Boardshall, atthetime ofhisappointment,
possess the following qualifications:

(a) Natural born citizen and resident of the
Philippines;

(b) Must be at least thirty-five (35) years of age;

(c) Holder of the degree of Bachelor of Landscape
Architecture or related degrees like architecture,
environmental planning and horticulture, with at least
sixty (60) units of landscape architecture, conferred by
a school, academy, college or university in the
Philippines or abroad that is recognized and/or
accredited by the Commission on Higher Education
(CHED);

(d) A registered landscape architect with a valid
certificate of registration and a valid professional license
and an active practitioner of landscape architecture for
not less than ten (10) years prior to appointment except
the first Chair and members of the Board who shall be
issued with the said certificate and license pursuant to
this Act;

(e) Must not, for a period of two (2) consecutive
years prior to appointment, be a member of the faculty
of any school, academy, institute, college or university
where ‘a regular course in landscape architecture is
being taught, nor have pecuniary interest in or
administrative supervision over any such institutions of
learning;

(f) Must not, for a period of two (2) consecutive
years prior to appointment, be connected with a review
center or with any group or association where review
classes or lectures in preparation for the licensure

examination are offered or conducted at the time of
appointment; and

(g) Has never been convicted of any criminal
offense involving moral turpitude.

SEC. 5. Term of Office. - The members of the -
Board shall hold office fora term of three (3) years after
their appointment or until their successors shall have
been appointed and qualified. Each member of the
Board may be reappointed for one full term of three (3)
years. Of the members of the Board first appointed
under this Act, one (1) member shall be appointed and
hold office as Chairperson for three (3) years, one (1)
member for two (2) years; and one (1) member for one
(1) year: Provided, thatifreappointed, themember shall
only hold office for a term equivalent to his initial
appointment. Each member ofthe Board shall qualify by
taking the proper oath prior to entering upon the
performance of his duties.

SEC. 6. Compensation of the Board Members. -
The Chairperson and members of the Board shall
receive compensation comparable to the compensation
received by existing Regulatory Boards with the
Professional Regulation Commission and as may be
provided for in the General Appropriations Act. ~

SEC.7. Vacancy and Removal of Board Members.
- Any vacancy occurring in the membership of the term
of a Member shall be filled for the unexpired portion of
the term only. The President upon recommendation of
the Commission, after giving the concerned member an
opportunity to defend himselfinaproperadministrative
investigation to be conducted by the Commission, may
remove any member of the Board on the following
grounds:

(a) Neglect of duty or incompetence;

(b) Violation or tolerance of the violation of
this Act or the Code of Ethics for Landscape Archi-
tecture;

(c) Finaljudgment in\)olving any criminal offense;
and ’

(d) Manipulation or rigging of the landscape
architecture licensure examination, results, disclosure
of secretand confidential information on the examination
questions prior to the conduct of the said examinations
or tampering of grades.
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SEC. 8. Powers and Duties of the Board. - The
policies, resolutions, rules and regulations, orders or
decisions issued or promulgated by the Board shall be
subject to the review and approval of the Commission.
However the Board's decisions, resolutions or orders
rendered in administrative cases which are not
interlocutory shallbe subject toreviewonly ifonappeal.
The Board shall exercise the following powers,
functions, duties and responsibilities:

(@)  To promulgate and adopt the rules and
. regulations necessary for carrymg out the provisions of
thisAct;

(b) To supervise the registration, licensure and
practice of professional landscape architects in the
Philippines;

(¢) To administer oaths in connection with the
administration ofthis Act;

(d) Issue, suspend, revoke, or reinstate the
certificatc of registration or professional license for the
practice of the landscape architecture profession;

(e) To adopt an official seal of the Board;

(f) Monitor the conditions affecting the practice of
landscape architecture and adopt such measure as may
be deemed proper for the enhancement and
maintenance of high professional, ethical and techmcal
standards of the profession;

(g) To prescn'be and/or adopt a Code of Ethical
and Professional Standards for the practice of the
landscape architecture profession;

(h) To hear and try administrative cases involving
violation of this Act, its Implementing Rules and
Regulations, the Code of Ethics for Professional
Landscape Architects and for this purpose, to issue
subpoena and subpoena duces tecum to secure the
appearance of witnesses and the production of
documents in connection therewith;

(i) Prescribe guidelines in the Contmumg
Professional Education (CPE) program in coordina-
tion with accredited association(s) for professional
architects;

(i) Prepare, addpt, issue or amend the syllabi of the
‘subjects forexaminations by determining and preparing

questions which shall be within the scope of the syllabi
of the subject for examination, as well as through full
computerization give and correct the licensure
examination subjects except landscape architectural
design and planmng, and release the examination
results;

(k) Approve, i.ssue, limit or revoke temporary
license to practice Landscape Architecture;

(1) Incoordination with the Commissi(;n onHigher
Education (CHED), ensure that all higher educational

. instruction and offerings of landscape architecture

comply withthe policies, standards and requirements of
the course prescribed by CHED in the areas of
curriculum, faculty, library and facilities; and

(m) Discharge such other duties and functions as
may be deemed necessary for the enhancement of the
landscape architecture profession and the upgrading,
development and growth of landscape architecture
education in the Philippines.

SEC. 9. Administrative Supervision of the Board,
Custodian of its Records, Secretariat and Support
Services. - The Board shall be under the administrative
supervision of the Commission. All records of the
Board, including applicants for examination,
administrative and other investigate cases conducted by
the Board shall beunder the custody ofthe Commission.
The Commission shall designate the secretary of the
Board and shall provide the Secretariat and .other

" supportservices toimplement the provisions of this Act.

SEC. 10. Implementing Rules and Regulations. -
Within ninety (90) days from the approval of this Act,

the Board, with the approval of the Commission, shall
adopt and promulgate such rules and regulations to
carry.out the provisions of this Act as approved by the
Commission, which shall be effective fifteen (15) days
following their publication in the Official Gazette or in
two (2) major daily newspapers of general circulation

-whichever comes earlier.

SEC. 11. Annual Report. - The Board shall, at
the close of each calendar year, submit an-annual
report to the President of the Philippines through the

‘Professional Regulation Commission, giving a detailed

account ofits proceedings and accomplishments during
the year and making recommendations for the adoption
of measures thatwill upgrade and improve the conditions
affecting the practice of landscape architecture in the
Phlhppmes
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_ ARTICLE IV
EXAMINATION REGISTRATION AND LICENSE

SEC. 12. Examination Requzred. - Except as
otherwise specifically allowed in this Act, all applicants
forregistration for the practice oflandscape architecture
shall be required to undergo and pass a written technical
examination as provided for in this Act subject to the
payment of fees prescribed by the Commission.

SEC. 13. Qualifications of Applicantfor Examination.
- Everyapplicantfor examinationshall, priortoadmission,
establish the followingrequisites tothe satisfaction of the
Board: '

(a) Citizen of the Philippines or citizen of a foreign
country/state with which the Philippines has reciprocity

in the practice of landscape architecture;

(b) Graduate of a baccalaureate or postgraduate
degree in Landscape Architecture from an academic
institution recognized by the Commission on Higher
Education (CHED) of the Philippines or accredited with
either the International Federation of Landscape
Architects or the American Society of Landscape
Architects; ’ ‘ '

(c) Or in lieu of the preceding, a graduate of
a baccalaureate degree in Architecture from an
academic institution having at least twenty (20) units
of landscape architecture design courses or with at
least five (5) years experience in the ﬁeld of land-
scape architecture; or a graduate of a baccalaureate
degree in Horticulture from an academic institution

- having atleast forty (40) units of landscape architecture

design subjects or at least five (5) year experience in
the field of landscape architecture: Provided, That
this shall apply within ten (10) years after the passage
of thls Act;and

_ (d) He hasnotbeen convxcted of any crime involv-
ing moral turpitude.

SEC. 14. Scope of Examination. - The examination
for Landscape Architecture shall basically cover the
following subjects:

1) Landscépe Architectural Design and Planning;

(2) Ecology and_ Nature Conservation;

3) Landscaping Technology and Materials;
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(4) Planting Design and Interior Plantscaping;
(5) Professional Practice and Ethics; and

(6) History of Landscape Architecture and Theory
of Design.

‘ The said subjects and their syllabi may be amended
by the Board so as to conform to technological changes
brought about by continuing trends in the profession.

' SEC. 15. Rating in the Board Exammatxons - To
be qualified as having passed the Board examination for
landscape architects, a candidate must obtaina weighted
general average of seventy-five percent (75%), withno
grades lower than sixty percent (60%) in any given
subject. However, an examinee who obtains a weighted
general average rating of seventy-five (75%) percent
or higher but obtains a rating below sixty (60%) percent
in any given subject must take a special examination in -
the subject or subjects where he obtained a grade below
sixty percent (60%) within two (2) years from the date of
his lastexamination: Provided, Thatifthe examineestill
fails to pass the subjectafter two (2) attempts, he must take
the entire board examinations again: Provided, further,
That if in the removal examination, the examinee gets a
much lower grade such that if his weighted general
average is recomputed seventy-five percent (75%), the
examinee musttake the entire board examinations again.
The subject/s retaken must have each a rating of no less
than seventy percent (70%) in order to quahfy as havmg
passed the examination. ‘ :

SEC. 16. Report of Ratings. - The Board shall
submit to the Commission the ratings obtained by each
candidate within fifteen (15) days after the examination,
unless extended for just cause. Upon the release of the
results of the examination, the Board shall send by mail
the rating received by each examinee at his given
address using the mailing envelope submitted during
the exammatxon . »

SEC. 17. Oath. - All successful candxdates in the
examination shall berequired to takean oath of profession
before the Board or the Professional Regulation
Commission, prior to entering upon the practice of the
landscape architecture professxon

SEC. 18. Certificateof Registration and Professional
License. - A certificate of registration shall be issued to
applicant who pass the examination for landscape
architects subject to payment of registratiqn fees.
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... .The Certificate of Registration of, professional
landscape architects shall .bear, the signatures of the
Chairperson of the Commission, the Chairperson and
members of the Board stamped with the official seal,
indicating that the person named therein is entitled to
practice the profession with all the privileges allowed
under this Act. The certificate shall remain in full force
unless withdrawn, suspended or revoked under the
provrsrons of thrs Act

'r.v.

A professronal lrcense beanng the regrstratlon _

number, date of issuance, expiry date and duly signed
by the chanperson of the Commission shall likewise be
rssued to every regxstrant ‘who has paid the requrred
fees untrl the revocatron of his cemﬁcate of regrstratron
or his suspensron from the practxce of landscape
archrtecture erther aﬁer an admlmstratrve mvestrgatxon
or rernoval for cause ‘of his name from the roster of
landscape archrtects " Provided, however, That the
Commrssron, asa mxmsterral matter, shalli issuethe proper
1dent1ﬂcatron card, upon payment of the appropnate
amount renewable every three (3) years R

] SEC.'19. Seal and Use of Seal. - Aduly licensed
landscape architect shall affix thé seal approved by the
Board of Landscapé Architectureon allplans, drawings,
specifications,andall other eontractdocuments prepared
by or under hrs dlrect supervrsxon v

(@ Each reglstrant shall, upon regrstratron, obtain
the seal of such des:gn as the Board ‘of Landscape
Architecture may adopt.” Plans and specifications
prepared by, or under the' supervision of a registered
landscape architect, shall be stamped with the said seal
during the validity of the professional license. ‘No
person shall stamp or seal any document with the seal of
aregistrant after his professional license has expired or
lost its validity .unless he has been reinstated to the
practice and/or unless his license has been renewed.

.-(b) . No officer or employee of the government,
chartered cities and municipalities now or hereafter
charged with the enforcement of laws, ordmances or
" regulations relating to the constructlon or alteratton of
the landscape, shall accept or endorse any landscape
plans or specifications which have not been prepared
and submitted in full accord wnh the provisions of this
Act, nor shall any payment be approved by any such
officer for any' work, the plans and specifications of
which have not been so prepared, signed and sealed by
aduly licensed landscape architect: Prowded That the
cost of construction or alteration of the landscape shall

-

(PBSOOOOOO)

be more. than Three. hundred ﬁfty thousand pesos

(c) No landscape archrtect shall srgn hrs/her name

afﬁx hls/her seal or use any other method of signature

on plans, specrﬁcatlons or other documents made by or
under another landscape archrtect's supervrsmn unless
the sameis madein suchmannerasto clearlyindicatethe
part of, such work .or -any function .of landscape
architecture _practice not actually performed by him/
her. .The landscape archrtect in charge shall be fully
responsxble for all. plans specrﬁcatrons, ‘and other
documents. 1ssued under his/her. seal-or. authorxzed
signature. The Board shall formulate adopt and
promulgate all necessary rules and regulatlons for the
effective rmplementatron of theprovisionsrelating to the
desxgn of the seal, the signing and sealing of drawings,
specrﬁcanons reportandother documents by landscape
archltects § ,

.....

or sealed as mstruments of service are the property and
documents of the landscape archrtect whether. the

project for whrch they were made isexecuted ornot. No

person wrthout the wrxtten consent of the landscape
archltect or author of said documents shall duplicate or
make  copies of sard documents for use in the repetition
ofand for other projects or bulldmgs whether executed
partly or in whole.

(e) All drawmgs specrﬁcatlons and other documents
to be used for the constructlon, renovatron or
refurbrshmg of landscape works shall be signed and
scaled by a lrcensed landscape arehrtect

onlatron of any of the foregomg shall be ground for
admmrstratlve and/or crlmmal action.

SEC 20 Indzcaaon of License and Professwnal
Tax Recezpl - The Landscape Archrtect shall be

required to mdrcate his professronal License number,

the duration of vahdlty, including the professronal tax
recerpt number on the documents he signs, uses or
issues in connection with the practice of his profession.

" 'SEC.21. Refusalto Issue Certificates of Registration
and Professional License. - The Board of Landscape
Architecture shall refuse to. regxster and/or issue a
certrﬁcate of reglstratxon and a professronal lrcense to
any person who has been convrcted by final Judgement
of a court of competent jurisdiction of any criminal
offense involving moral turpitude, guilty of immoral or
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dishonorable conduct orjudicially declared of unsound
mind. - It shall issue a written statement setting forth in
detail the reasons for such action, a copy of which shall
be incorporated in the records of the Board. A party
whose rights are adversely affected by such action of
the Board may apply for relief with the Court of Appeals
after having exhausted administrative remedies.

SEC.22. Suspensionand Revocation of Certificates,
Cancellation of Temporary/Special Permits. - The
Board shall have the power, upon due notice and

hearing, to revoke or suspend the certificate of

registration of a'landscape architect, or to cancel a
temporary/special permit -for any cause specified in
the preceding Sections, or for the use of perpetuation
of any fraud or deceit in obtaining a certificate of

registration, or for incompetence, negligence or
gross ignorance or for abetment of the illegal practice

“of landscape architecture, or chronic inebriety or

habitual use of drugs; violation of the provisions of
this Act, its implementing Rules and Regulations and/
or in violations of Policies of the Board including the
Code of Ethics for Landscape Architects: Provided,
however, That such action of the Board shall be
subject to appeal to the Commission whose decision
shall be final but without prejudice to the right of the

aggrieved party to apply with the Court of Appeals for -

approprlate relief.

SEC. 23. Reissuance of Revaked/Suspended
Certificates and Licenses. - The Board may, after the
expiry of two (2) years from the date of revocation or

~ suspension of a professional ‘license, for reason of

equity and justice or when the cause of revocation/
suspension has disappeared or and for other reasons it

‘may deem sufficient, entertain an application for a new
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professional license from a person whose license has
been revoked or suspended. In doing so, it may in its
discretion, exempt the applicant from the necessity of
undergoing an examination.
certificates of registration and licenses which have been
lost after payment of the required fees. -

: "ARTICLEV |
PRACTICE OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

SEC.24. Vested Rights: Automatic Registration of
Practicing Landscape Architects. - All practicing
Landscape Architects who are registered at the time this
Act takes effect shall automatlcally be regxstered

‘SEC. 25. Registration Without Examinatz'on. - Any

It may also replace

of the following persons may register as Landscape
Archltectsthhoutexammatlons

- (a) All Landscape Archltects who have taken at
least sixty (60) academic units of Landscape Archi- .

- tecture and have been practicing for ten (10) years prior

to effectivity of this law;

(b) All registered architects who have been "
practicing Landscape Architecture for ten (10) years
priorto effectivity of thislaw and who can show the proof
of practice. ' -

SEC. 26. Practice Not Allowed for Firms and
Corporatzons - The practice of landscape architecture
isaprofessional service, admission to whichis basedon ;
an individual's qualifications. No firm, company, -
partnership, association or corporation may be licensed
as ‘'such for the practice of landscape architecture:
Provided, however, That persons properly licensed
and registered as landscape architects may among
themselves, or with persons properly registered and
licensed in any of the fields related to landscape
architecture such as town/urban planning, civil
engineering, architecture and interior design and -
forestry may form and obtain registration with the
Securities and Exchange Commission for a firm,
partnership, association or corporation using the terms
such as ‘Landscape Architects’, ‘landscape Architects
and Planners’, ‘ Architects and Landscape Architects’, or
any such appropriate term butnobody shall be amember,

- partner or associate unless he is a duly registered and

licensed design professional and the members who are -
landscape architects shall only render work and services
proper for a landscape architect as defined in this Act.
Such partnerships or corporation shall serve as vehicles
for licensed professionals to practice their prdfessions.

SEC. 27. Professional Responsibility. - "The
individual partners, stockholders or members shall be
personally and jointly responsible and liable to the
partnership or corporation for their respective acts in
the practice of their respective professions. - The -
partnership or corporation shall be responsible and
liable for all other contractual obligations of the
partnership or corporation. The Managing Partner of
the partnership or the President of the Corporation, or
their authorized representatives, shall be authorized to
enter into contracts for such services. However, only
a partner or stockholder who is a registered, licensed
professxonal inaparticular profession shall be responsible
forand sign plansand documents mvolvmg the practice
of his profession. .
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SEC.28. Registration. - Partnershipsor corporations
formed under this Act shall be registered with the Board
of Landscape Architecture and any of the other related
professional boards within the Professional Regulation
Commission. - Partnerships or corporations may be
registered with a particular professional regulatory board
only ifit has partners, stockholders or members who are
registered licensed professionals in that profession.
The partnership or corporation can be used as a vehicle

forpractice only of the professions where itisregistered.

SEC. 29. TransitoryProvisions..- Partnerships or
corporations offering landscape architectural services
by itself or together with any other allied design and

planning services, which are members of organizations -

comprising the Confederation of Filipino Consulting
Organizations, the umbrella organization of consultants
recognized by the National Economic Development
Authority, are given two (2) years from the approval of
this Act to comply with the requirements of this Act.
They shall however register ‘with the appropriate
professional ‘regulatory boards of the .Professional
Regulation Commission on a provisional status.

SEC. 30. Integration of the Landscape Architecture
Profession. - The landscape architecture profession
shall be integrated into one (1) national organization,
which shall be recognized by the Board and accredited

by the Commission as the one and only one integrated

and accredited association of landscape architects. A
landscape architect duly registered with the Board shall
automatically becomeamemberofthe integrated national

organizationandshallreceive the benefitsand privileges

provided for in this Act and the Board's bylaws upon

payment of the required fees and dues. Membershipin -

the integrated organization shall not be a bar to
membership in otherassociations of landscape architects.

SEC. 31. Foreign Reciprocity. - No foreign

landscape architect shall be registered and issued a

certificate of registration and a professional license to
practice the landscape architecture profession or
consultancy thereof orbe entitled toany of the rights and
privileges under this Act unless he can prove in the

manner provided by the Rules of Court or by specific

provisions of law or regulations, that the country of
whichheisasubjectorcitizen, in the spiritof reciprocity,
specifically permits Filipino landscape architects to
practice withinitsterritorial limits on the same basisas the
subjects or citizens of such foreign state or country.

SEC.32. Coverage of Temporary/Special Permits.

- Foreign nationals who have gained entry in the
Philippines to perform professional services aslandscape
architectsor consultantsin foreign-funded, joint venture

or assisted projects of the government, or employed, or *

engaged by Philippine or foreign contractors or private
firms shall, before assuming his duties, functions and
responsibilities, secure a special temporary permit from
the Professional Regulation Commission through the
Board of Landscape Architecture, and the Department
of Labor and Employment to practice his profession in
connection with the project to which he was
commissioned, provided that certain conditions are
satisfied as follows:

(a) That he is a citizen or subject of a country
which specifically permits Filipino professional to
practice his profession within its territorial limits on the

-same basis as the subjects or citizens of such foreign

country or state;

(b) Thatheislegally qualified to practice landscape

“architecture in his own country, and that his expertise is

necessary and advantageous to our own country
particularly in the aspects of technology transfer and
specialization; and

(c) Foreign nationals shall be required to work with
a Filipino counterpart, and professional fees, services,
and expenses of documentation pertaining to the project
shall be shared by both. :

(d) Thatheshall obtainan employment permit from
the Department of Labor and Employment: Provided,
That the employment permit may be issued to a
nonresident alien or to the applicant employer after a
determination of the nonavailability of a person in the
Philippines whois competent, able and willing atthe time
of applicationto perform the services for which the alien
isdesired: Provided, further, Thatthe applicant'scountry
ofnationality observesreciprocal conditions for Filipino
nationals. -

~ Foreign and Filipino landscape' architects shall
jointly and severally bear all liabilities and taxes due

the Philippine government, if any, according to their

participation in, or professional services rendered to -.°

the project:

SEC. 33. Appropriations. - Such sums as may be
necessary to carry out the provision of this Act shall be
included in the General Appropriations Act of the year
following its enactment and thereafter.
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'SEC.: 34. Enforcement A The Profcssronal
Regulation Commission shall be the enforcement agency
of the Board. ‘Asisuch, the Céitirnission shall implement
the concemed provxsrons ‘of this “Act, enforce iits
1mplement1ng rules and regulations‘as adopted by the
Board, conduct investigations for the Board-on
complamts agamst violators ‘of this ‘Act, its rulés and
regulatlons incliding violations of the Code of Condirct
of Landscapé Archltecture and’ other pohcles of the
Board. :

. SEC.35: Illegal Practice of Landscape Architecture
and Penalties: i No'personi‘shall practice landscape
architetture *ir”the ' Philippines“or ‘use ' the title
‘Landscape ‘Architect’ or'words, letters; figures, signs
and cards or other means to indicate i’ any manrier
whatsoever that he is quahﬁed to perform the work
of‘a landscape ‘architect’ such as by the iise of titles
siichas ‘Landscape Consultatit’, ‘Landscape Désigrier’;
‘landscape Erigineer’; ‘Landscape Artist’; ‘Landscape
Agticulturist’, ‘Landscape’ Horticulturist’, ‘Landscape
Planner’, ‘Land Planner’, ‘Site Planner”or: “Similar
terms that suggest the work of a landscape architect,
unless ‘he has beenissued a‘certificate ‘of regrstratlon
and’a’ professional* llcense ‘or-a* temporary’ permlt
by -the -Board ‘of - Landscape Archrtecture ‘and: the
Commission. . b

Any person’ who' shall practice or offer to practlce
landscape archltecture in the Phlhppmes without bemg

regxstered or exempted from’ regrstratron, or without a .

certificate of regxstratlon and a professional licénse or a
temporary penmt in accordance with the provxstons ‘of
this Act; or any person presenting or attempting to use
as his own the certificate of regtstratxon or professmnal
license or seal of another; or any person who shall give
any false or forged evidence of any kind to the Board
or any of its members in obtaining a certificate ‘of
registration or professronal license; or any person who
shall falsely 1mpersonate any: registrant with ‘like or
different name; or any pérson who shall attempt to use
arevoked of suspended certificate'of regrstratxon oran

invalid or expired ‘professional license; or any person

who shalluse oradvertise any title or description tending
to convey the impression that he is a landscape architect
when he is not; or any person who shall violate any
provisions of this ‘Act and of-its rules and regulations

and the' Code of Ethics of the professron, shall upon .

conviction by the court, suffer penaltles

“'The’ penaltles for the! mentxoned illegal practtces
shall'be a ‘fine ‘of not less than Fifty thousand pesos -
(P50,000. 00) nor ‘more ' than: Two ' hundred ‘thousand .
pesos (P200,000.00) orlmprlsonmentof not less thari six
(6) months nor more than three (3)‘years or both at the
discretion'of the court: Provided; Thatifthe violationis
committed by analien, he shall beimmediately deported
after payment of fine or serv:ce of sentence w1thout any
further proceedmgs R SR :

SEC 36. Separabthty CIause - If any clause,
, provrslon, paragraph or part thereof shall'be declared .
unconstltutlonal ormvahd suchjudgmentshallnotaffect ‘
invalidate or: 1mpa1r ‘any other part hereof, but such
_]udgment shall: be: merely confined to"the ‘clause;
provision, paragraph' or part:diréctly’involved in'the
controversy in which'such Judgment has been rendered.
el g e
- SEC: 37.iRepealing CIause' All laws decrees,
executive : orders  and:otheri:administrative: issuances
and :part ‘thereofiiwhich!dre. inconsistént :with: the
provisions of this Act are hereby modrﬁed superseded
~ or repealed:accordingly. -

Cee \)L e dptigay oLy
PR TR T et e

chuig reniatn

.+ SEC..38... Effectivity.\ > .This Act shall take effect
fifteen(1 5) days. following its publication in the Official
Gazette orin a ma_] or dally newspaper of general c1roula-

S
SenpAnna Dornx- :

The Presndmg Ofﬁ (r‘[Sen Flav1er]
nique, Coseteng 1s recogmze Lo

R ST RS SR

SPONSORSHIP SPEECH OF SENATOR COSETENG
Senator Coseteng 'Thank 'you Mr Presrdent.‘ "
Mr Presndent and honorable colleagues

As’ chalrperson of ‘the Commtttee on C1v1l Servrce and
Govermment Reorganization, it is my honor to sponsor and seek
the approval of Sénate Bill N0: 1355 under Committee Report
No. 12, 'entitled “An Act Regulatinig the Practice of Landscape
Architecture ‘in"the. Philippines;” authored by the ‘Senate
President, Senator Aqumo Oreta and the. members of the
committee. - ~eos SRR Ce

Mr.-President, it will probably come asa surprise tomany who
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will learn for the first time that professionals called “landscape
architects” even exist. Since 1971, when the University of the
Philippines at Diliman opened a degree program in landscape
architecture, landscape architects have been part of our
professional pool of resources. Unlike other technical
professionals, however, they have long been neglected.

There is no law which regulates the practice of landscape
architecture in the country. As a result, our own landscape
architects have found themselves in an unprotected situation

where foreign consultants openly practice in violation of the -

guarantees enshrined in the Constitution providing for the
protection of our own professionals.” Even worse, Filipino
landscape architects have to contend with encroachments by
some allied design professionals and other unskilled individuals
who call themselves “landscape architects” or by some other
similar designation due to the lack of any.

Many mistakenly subscribe to the myth that landscape
_ architecture is merely a specialization of building architecture

largely because of a quirk of history which allowed in the middle

1980s the licensing of landscape architects in the country through
the Board of Building Architecture. But building architects
share little common ground with landscape architects. A
comparative analysis of building architecture curricula in major
institutions nationwide show that less than five percent of
courses are shared with landscape architects—a reason, in the
spiritof self-determination, the practice of landscape architecture
is best left in the hands of and regulated by landscape architects
themselves through their own independent Board. To date,
there are no more Specialty Boards existing in the Professional
" Regulation Commission (PRC) except that for landscape archi-
tecture, a situation which the PRC also wishes to eliminate. And
to correct this, an enabling law which our landscape architects
have long been working for passage since the Eighth Congress
would have to be in place.

Mr. President, our colledgues in the Lower House had seen
the merits of this billand passed on third and final reading last year
the House version of the bill seeking to accord landscape
architects theirrightful place as professxonals and contnbutors to
the national patrimony. .

It is an irony then that our landscape architects remain
neglected and unprotected in this country, and yet overseas, in
international circles, landscape architecture enjoys considerable
reputation and acknowledgment. In its International Standard
Classification of Occupations, the International Labor
Organization (ILO) of the United Nations recognizes landscape
architecture asadistinct occupational category separate from and
independent of building architecture. The ILO briefly states
what landscape architects do, as follows:

" . Sponsorship Speech of Sen. Coseteng

The planning and design of the layout-of land
areas for such projects as parks and other recreational
facilities; roads; commercial, residential and industrial

. sitesand public buildings; consults with clients, architects
and engineers on the overall program; studies site
conditions such as the nature of soils, vegetation, rock
features, drainage and the location of buildings; designs
the landscape; harmonizes improvements with existing
land features, buildings and proposed structures;
prepares working drawings, specifications and cost
estimates for landscaping and other related site
development works.

Those who consider that landscape architects are glorified
gardeners or landscapers engaged in beautification alone are
victims of prevailing myths. Consider the historical records. The
planning of the cities of Manila and Baguio commissioned by the
Philippine Commonwealth government, incorporated established

* landscape architecture principles laid down more than 100 years

ago by Frederick Olmsted who first coined the term “landscape
architecture.” And while our cities have evolved from this initial

. definite sense of order, we no longer recognize this discipline in

today’s chaos. Ourlandscape architects continue to bravely make
attempts to put some order, sometimes in futility, in theirown little
ways. They have sought to humanize our spaces, most of which
are dominated by the artless infrastructure designed more for-

‘vehicles rather than for people in an age given to a culture of

heavy engineering and formless space.

. 'We need not look far for fine examples of planned
landscapes. The Luneta and its environs as a pedestrian destina-
tion before and after the war was the handiwork of landscape
architects. Initially done by Daniel Burnham during the
Commonwealth and later articulated by Filipino landscape
architects, the Luneta has become part of our collective heritage.
The restoration of the open spaces in the Walled City of

" Intramuros, Fort Santiago, plans for arevitalized Manila Zoo and

the historic trading hub that is now the Tutuban Center, the
Arroceros Forest Park, Paco Park and a number of other pocket
parks so dear to our memories, and the rehabilitation of the Roxas
Boulevard streetscape, among others, have been the work of
Filipino landscape architects. So, too, have places along the
ManilaBay waterfront, such as the various institutions whichmake
up the Cultural Center, exhibition grounds of the reclamation
area, and the landscape master planning of Metro Manila’s
premier financial district, the Ayala Center.

In spite of the odds working against our landscape architects
such as policy shifts in government, the usual budgetary
constraints of projects, the overwhelming colonial mentality of
some property developers for things foreign, or simply the lack
of awareness of their existence, our landscape architects have
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given their best in brmgmg life to these places which many
generations can be proud of.

While Metro Manila has outgrown itself in a bid to redefine
anewstandard in 21stcentury urban living, in new townships such

as the Fort Bonifacio Global City, the Filinvest Corporate Center, -
the Rockwell Center, and even in Cebu’s Ayala Center, Filipino

landscape architects have contributed and continue to contribute
to the form and function of these prime landmarks.

Moving through the tree-lined avenues and parkways of
these planned developments reflect the homegrown talents in
intelligent, insightful design, and the practical use of resources

"' and materials which aim to harmonize structures into the

landscape. So valuable is the contribution of landscape design in
influencing asite’s acceptability and market value thatmany of our
local property developers, including property developers
overseas, retain the services of landscape architects as staffs or
consultants.

Beyond the commerce of land, landscape architects have
made their mark as well in institutional space. Their capability in
creating the desired ambiance for places of learning and
discovery while working around natural constraints and givens
isseenintheirmaster planning of the University of the Philippines
campus in Los Bafios. The entire University of the Philippines

system has tapped its faculty in landscape architecture to draw up -

short and long-term land development policies which seek to
further reinforce the institutional character of its campuses
- nationwide. The Asian Institute of Management campusin Makati
was also designed by our local landscape architects.

To say, however, that landscape architecture is only for the
upscale and the privileged is a myth.” On many occasions,
landscape architects have been commissioned to render services
for projects of great social relevance and impact. A number of sites
" and services, improvement projects such as Barrio Escopa, the
resettlementsites of the Dagat-Dagatan foreshore, and the Bataan
Refugee Processing Center, among others, have directly
benefited from the participation of Filipino landscape architects.

Filipino landscape architects working through research grants
from foreign-aid agencies have even rendered professional
inputs in the intelligent layout and site selection for resettlement
sites for underprivileged communities in the countries of
Thailand and Sri Lanka.

Mr. President, there are other indirect ways by which the
underprivileged is served by the work of landscape architects.
Before the Second World War, a team of landscape architects
commissioned by the Quezon government initiated the planning
of what was to be our national parks system, an effort to protect
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our natural resources which was stopped short by the war and has
since been left forgotten.

Underthe Aquino administfation; the Philippine Association . :
of Landscape Architects held dialogues and made

‘representations with the Department of Environment and Natural

Resources regarding its capacity to contribute technical staff
support for the integrated protected area in a bid to help conserve
biological diversity through careful site-layout and activity
zoning. Unfortunately, such projects funded by bilateral
agreements more often dictate the participation of forcign
consultants rather than local-landscape architects. Efforts by
landscape architects concerning method and technique have had
far-reaching consequences.

In the 1969 Environmental Consciousness Movement, a
landscape architect pioneered the overlay method of
environment impact assessment which has been one of the
established methods of reviewing projects for. their positive and
negative impacts on society and the environment. This
decision-making tool is one of the assessment methods currently
used worldwide.

Soimportantis landscape architecture to our builtand natural
environmentthatitis taughtinat least 184 academicinstitutionsin
42 countries which include, among others, institutions of proven
academic excellence such as Cornell and Harvard, Sheffield and
Melbourne, Tsukuba, Trisakti and Chulalongkorn, ‘among
others.

Compared to other countries which have had a long tradition
in the appreciation of landscapes as a cultural resource,
landscape architecture is anew professionin ourcountry. Yetour
Filipino landscape architects have made sufﬁcxent gains in the
aesthetics of our envxronment

Beginninginthe 19705, some have held middle management
and policy-making functions in government agencies such as the
Environment Management Bureau (EMB), the Housing and
Land Use Regulatory Board (HLURB), the former Metro Manila
Commission (MMC), the National Power Corporation (NPC), the
National Parks Development Commission (NPDC), the
Philippine Tourism Authority (PTA), among others. They help
foreign governments and property developers realize cultural,
recreational and educational value for outdoor space and help
instill a sense of pride and belonging for sites that would have
otherwise remained insignificant and unnoticed.

It is ironic that many landmark projects overseas have
benefited from expert design competence by Filipino landscape
architects. The Temasek University and Changi Airport -

" Terminals 1 and 2 all in Singapore, the Royal Istana Palace in
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Brunei, the 20- Year Strategic Greenery Program for the entire
Kuwait Urban Area, some private estates of California’s Beverly
Hills are just a few of a long list of works overseas by Filipino
landscape architects.

“The potential for landscape architecture in this country
-is truly immense. This is the reason foreign consultants have
maintained their presence here even during the height of the
Asian crisis. It is, however, our local professionals who should
be given prime consideration as it is they who have a better
grasp and understanding of our local conditions. We owe it to
them to provide the opportunity to reahzc their potentials to the
fullest.

Mr. President, we need landscape architects who can help
humanize our outdoor spaces. Whereas road and highway
alignments abroad call for landscape architects very early in the
project to help select the best scenic and safest routes, our current
culture of roads design is overly heavy on engineering and
extremely poor in aesthetics. Our road engineers hardly benefit
from collaborative work with landscape architects largely
because they may not know even of their existence. Neither do

mostofourlocal government officials—ourmayors, govemorsand :

some agency directors.

Given the stability and recognition by way of an enabling Act,
property developers, local governments and agencies of
government can engage the services of local landscape
architects for expert technical advice at competitive rates without
any foreign reserve component. This would not be possible with
foreign consultants. Empowered local government units could
access to resource data bases through Geographic Information
Systems (GIS) and could quickly avail of information in spatial
contexts. Because of such ease and convenience, opportunities
for intelligent land planning and landscape design open up
promising development options more sensitive to cultural
" nuances, which may never have otherwise been considered. A
level playing field can be created for local landscape architects
toremainin the country to further contnbute to projects requiring
]ocal expertise.

Working with adequate protection and recognition, our local
landscape architects would be in a better position to do what they

do best—to creatively formulate solutions and advocate posi-
tions on issues on the related concerns of transportation, land use,
housing, waste management, tourism, and other allied fields.

In view of the foregoing, Mr. President and honorable
colleagues, the passage of this bill is urgently sought.

Thank you, Mr. President.

The Presiding Officer [Sen. Flavier]. The Majority -

Leader is recognized.

Senator Drilon. Mr. President, we thank our colleague,
Sen. Anna Dominique Coseteng for that exhaustive sponsorship
of Senate Bill No. 1355. -

SUSPENSION OF CONSIDERATION OF S. NO. 1355
To enable our colleagues to review carefully the proposed

measure together with the sponsorship speech, I move that we
suspend consideration of Senate Bill No. 1355 under Committee

ReportNo. 12.

The Presiding Officer [Sen. Flavier]. Is there any '
objection? [Silence] There being none, the motion is approved. -

ADJOURNMENT OF THE SESSION

Senator Drilon. .Mr. President, there being no other
matters to take up, I move that we adjourn the session until -
Monday, February 28, 2000, at three o’clock in the afternoon,
with the notice to our colleagues that we will vote on Third
Reading on Senate Bill No. 1554 (STOP for Health Act) and
Senate Bill No. 1830 (Road User’s Charge).

The attendance of our colleagues is therefore earnestly
requested by this representation.

The Presiding Officer [Sen. Flavier]. Isthere any objection?
[Silence] There being none, the session is adjourned until
Monday, February 28, 2000, at three o’clock in the afternoon.

S~

Itwas4:55p.m.
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