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Introduced by Rep,. HERRERA (Eet., al..

Senate requested the Tlouso-? of Representatlveis for a 
conference ;i.n case of the1 disagreeing provisions of 
SBN--1137 and HBN--7090., designating Senators Sotto 
III., Jaworski., Aquino-OretaBarbers and Cayetancj 
as its confereesii

Sent to the Senate requesting for concurrence:!
Read on F'ii-st. Reading and referred to the Co(|uiiittee(s) 

on RULES;:
HouscvJ of Representatives agreed to a conferosnce on

the disagreeing provisions of both Bills., designating 
Represen tatives Tuazon,, Paras,, Barinaga., Gon scales (R.. ).. 
Kintanar., Saludo., Jr„., Moreno., Zubiri., Albano III and 
Baculio as its conferees on March 23., 1999ii 

House o f Represen ta ti ves d>esigna tod Rospresen ta t ive 
Herrera as additional membei- of its panel in the 
Bicameral Conference Committee on April 2LI. s 1999:; 

Conference Committee Report approved by the House of 
Representatives on May 24., 1999;i 

Hcc'Use of Kepresen tati ves reconsidered its approval on the 
Conference Committo^v? Report on May 25., 1999|i 

Received by the Office of the President (PLLO)p 
Con f e I"en c:e Camm :i. 1.1ee F!:e |:)o r t a |:) p r• oved I:)y t ine l -louse ai:

Representatives on June 2., ,1999:!

Consolidated with SBIT-1137 which was approvejd and 
signed into law and became 
REPUBLIC ACT NO., 8750..



Congress of the Phiuppines 
Eleventh Congress 
First Regular Session }

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

H. No. 7090

Introduced by Honorable Herrera (E.F.), Roxas II, Quimpo, 
Monfort, Parcon, Liban, Lorenzo-Villareal, Gonzalez (J.), 
Tuazon, Suarez, Paras, Golez, Salapuddin, Macarambon Jr, 
Cerilles, Barinaga, Madrona, Kintanar Alvarez (P.). 
Libanan. Ocampo, Tulagan, Perez Jr.. Lara, Syjuco, N.antes. 
Reyes Jr., S.andoval (V.), Sumulong, Verceles Jr., Garin. 
Lopez (E.), Orola Jr„ Plamer.as Jr., Aumentado, Martinez. 
Romualdez, Hofer, Floirendo Jr„ Montilla, Navarro Jr., 
Bacani, Briones, Pilapil, Del Mar, Aquino IIL Hizon, 
SiNGSON, Fajardo, Pancho, Silverio, Lagman-Luistro, 
Calalay, Saludo Jr., Ortega, Padilla Jr., Fuentebella, 
Yotoko-Villanueva, Garcia (E.) Jr., Locsin, Ramiro Jr., 
CojUANGco, Duterte, Veloso, Calderon, Barbers, Fua Jr., 
Gunigundo I, Leviste, Lim, Lozada Jr., Moreno, Pichay, 
Sandoval II, Silos. Echiverri, Espina, Jacob, Gonzalez (R.), 
Magtubo, Arroyo, Teves, Lapus, Suplico, Gonzales (R.), 
Lopez (R.), Dequina, Dy Jr., Candazo, Salceda, Nepomuceno. 
Bueser, Recto, Yapha Jr., Vicencio, Sarmiento (R.), 
Dilang.alen, Tammang, Cosalan, Lanot, Ponce Jr., Osabel, 
Sarenas, Jala, Abad, Banaag, Abayon, Angping, Tan ad a, 
Acosta, Cruz (T.), Adiong, Alvarez (H.), Apostol, Bunye, 
Datumanong, Fortuno, Garcia (M.), Montemayor, Jaraula, 
Unde, Cuenco, Abueg Jr., Aouinaldo, Angara-Qastillo, 
Baterina, Belmonte Jr., Escudero, Fuentes, Gonz.ales II, 
Gordon Jr, Joson, Padilla (C.), Sarmiento (A.), Villar Jr. 
AND ViLLAROSA, PER COMMITTEE REPORT NO. 242

AN ACT REQUIRING THE MANDATORY COMPLIANCE OF THE 
USE OF SEAT BELTS, AND REQUIRING VEHICLE 
MANUFACTURERS TO INSTALL SEAT BELT DEVICES IN 
ALL THEIR MANUFACTURED VEHICLES

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
PhiUnnii-ioQ in C1



1 Section 1. . Short Title. - This Act shall be known as

2 the "Seat Belts Use Act of 1999."

3 Sec. 2. Declaration of Policy. - It is hereby declared

4 the policy of the State to secure and safeguard its citizenry,

5 particularly the passengers and drivers of private and public

6 motor vehicles, from the ruinous and extremely injurious

7 effects of vehicular accidents. Toward this end. the State

8 shall pursue a more proactive and preventive approach in

9 order to secure the safety of the passengers and drivers at

10 all times with the mandatory enforcement of the use of seat

11 belt devices by the drivers and front seat passengers of

12 private and public motor vehicles.

13 Sec. 3. Definition of Terms. - For purposes of this Act,

14 the term;

15 (a) "Motorist" shall refer to the driver of a motor

16 vehicle.

17 (b) "Seat belt device” shall refer to any strap, webbing

18 or similar device in the form of the combined pelvic

19 restraint or lap belt and upper torso restraint or shoulder

20 strap, fastened across chest and hip designed to secure a

21 person in a motor vehicle in order to mitigate the results of

22 any accident, including all necessary buckles and other



1 fasteners, and ail hardware designed for installing such seat

2 belt device in a motor vehicle.

3 (c) “Motor vehicle” shall refer to both private and

4 public motor vehicle. The term shall not include the

5 tricycle and motorcycle.

6 (d) “Private motor vehicle” shall refer to anv of the

/ following;

8 (1) Any motor vehicle owned by individuals and

9 juridical persons for private use;

10 (2) Any motor vehicle owned by the National

11 Government or any of its agencies, instrumentalities or

12 political subdivisions, including government-owned or

13 -controlled corporations or their subsidiaries for official

14 use; and

15 (3) Any diplomatic vehicle.

16 (e) “Public motor vehicle” shall refer to public utility

17 vehicle or vehicle for hire.

18 (f) “Motor vehicle of running engine” shall refer to a

19 vehicle as stated herein, operating and standing on a

20 highway with engine running.

21 (g) “Front seat passengers” shall refer to persons on

22 board a public utility vehicle seated at the right side beside



1 the driver for public utility jeepneys (PUJs) and to

2 passengers seated at the right side beside the driver and

3 those at the first row immediately behind the driver in the

4 case of public utility buses (PUBs) and to passengers seated

5 on the right side beside the driver for private motor

1

7 Sec. Mandatory Use of Seat Belts. - For their own

8 safety, the driver and front seat passengers of a public or

9 private motor vehicle are required to wear or use their seat

10 belt devices while inside a vehicle of running engine on a

11 highway.

In the case of public motor vehicles, the driver shall

13 be required to readily inform and require the front seat

14 passengers upon boarding a vehicle of running engine to

15 wear the prescribed seat belts. Any passenger who refuses

16 to wear seat belts shall not be allowed to continue his/her

17 trip.

18 For special public service vehicles such as school

19 services, especially designed restraint contraption devices

20 should be provided and used by both front seat passengers

21 as defined herein and the first row passengers immediately



1 behind the driver at all times while inside a vehicle of

2 running engine.

3 Operational motor vehicles, both public and private,

4 which are not equipped with the required seat belt devices,

5 are given one (1) year from the issuance of the

6 Implementing Rules and Regulations (IRR) by the Land

7 Transportation Office (LTO), to retrofit appropriate seat

8 belt devices in their vehicles.

9 Sec. 5.Children Prohibited To Sit In Front Seat. -

10 Infants and/or children with ages six (6) years and below

11 shall be prohibited to sit in the front seat of any running

12 motor vehicle except when seated with the parent other than

13 the driver.

14 Sec. 6. Coverage. - This Act, in the interest of public

15 safety, shall apply' to drivers and front seat passengers of

16 public and private motor vehicles and other vehicles as may

17 be determined by the IRR thereon.

18 Sec, 1 .Provisions for Seat Belt. - This Act further

19 requires car manufacturers, assemblers and distributors to

20 ensure that seat belt devices are properly installed as

n pT p T"Tyi ■Jl'tgQ riv f[lS IllCrCUil



1 Sec, 8. Importation. - It shall be unlawful for any

2 person to import or cause the importation of any vehicle

3 without appropriate and operational seat belt devices as

4 required herein and in accordance with the IRR thereon.

5 Sec, 9. Type of Seat Belt Devices Required. - The seat

6 belt devices required to be installed in all motor vehicles

7 shall comply with the standards and specifications

8 established by the Bureau of Product Standards of the

9 Department of Trade and Industry (DTI) in consultation

10 with the Land Transportation Office (LTO) of the DOTC;

11 Provided, further. That the seat belt devices installed in

12 imported second-hand motor vehicles shall conform to the

13 standards and specifications of the Bureau of Product

14 Standards for purposes of importation and registration.

15 Sec. 10. Rs^istycitiQii. — No new motor vciiicic slmll be

16 allowed initial registration and succeeding renewal of

17 registration unless it is equipped with the necessary seat

18 belt devices. Renewal of registration of in-use vehicles

19 without necessary seat belt devices shall not be allowed one

20 (1) year after the passage of the IRR as specified in Section



1 the implementing guidelines a system of vehicle registration

2 where compliance with Section 4 hereof is required.

3 Sec. 11. Period of Implementation: - The LTO shall

4 be the agency primarily responsible with the enforcement

5 and implementation of this Act. Within sixty (60) days

6 from the effectivity of this Act, the LTO shall formulate

7 and issue the necessary implementing rules, regulations and

8 guidelines and shall mobilize available resources to assure

9 the effective implementation of this Act.

10 Sec. 12. Penalties and Fines. - In the enforcement of

11 this Act, the LTO shall impose fines against drivers,

12 passengers, operators, owners of vehicles, manufacturers,

13 assemblers, importers and/or distributors for violation of

14 this Act.

15 The following shall be the base in defining fine and

16 penalty provisions of the IRR to be promulgated pursuant to

17 Section 11 hereof, provided that six (6) months grace period

18 shall be allowed to lapse to conduct a nationwide

19 information campaign:

20 (1) On the driver

21 (a) For failure to wear the prescribed seat belt devices,

22 a minimum fine of One hundred pesos (PlOO) but not to
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1 exceed One thousand pesos (PI,000) for the first violation;

2 a minimum fine of Two hundred pesos (P200) but not to

3 exceed Two thousand pesos (P2,000) for the second

4 violation; and a minimum fine of Five hundred pesos (P500)

5 but not to exceed Five thousand pesos (P5,000) and

6 suspension of driver’s license for a period of one (1) week

7 for the third and succeeding violations;

8 (b) Public utility vehicles shall post appropriate

9 signages instructing front seat passengers to wear seat belts

10 when inside the vehicle. Noncompliance hereof will hold

11 both the driver and the operator liable and shall be fined a

12 minimum of Three hundred pesos (P300) but not to exceed

13 Three thousand pesos (P3,000) for every violation; and

14 (2) On any manufacturer, assembler, importer and

15 distributor for every unit found not to be installed with seat

16 belt devices prior to its distribution to the public, a

17 minimum fine of Five thousand pesos (P5,000) but not to

18 exceed Ten thousand pesos (P10,000) and suspension of the

19 license to manufacture, assemble, import or distribute for a

20 period of one (1) year for the first violation; a minimum

21 fine of Ten thousand pesos (P10,000) but not to exceed

22 Twenty thousand pesos (P20,000) and suspension or me



1 license to manufacture, assemble, import or distribute for a

2 period of two (2) years for the second violation; and a fine

3 of Twenty thousand pesos (P20,000) but not to exceed Fifty

4 thousand pesos (P5G,000) and suspension of the license to

5 manufacture, assemble, import or distribute for a period of

6 five (5) years for the third violation.

7 Sec. 13. Nationwide Public Information Campaign. -

8 (a) The LTO, in coordination with the Philippine

9 Information Agency (PIA), the Department of Education,

10 Culture and Sports (DECS) and private agencies and

11 organizations shall undertake a regular nationwide

12 information, education and communication campaign for the

13 attainment of the objectives of this Act. The campaign

14 shall stress the safety and health value of seat belts to

15 support the effective enforcement of this Act.

16 (b) The LTO shall likewise utilize the services of

17 citizens’ groups and community organizations for the

18 promotion of public safety awareness in the observance of

19 this Act.

20 (c) The fines that will be collected in the enforcement

21 of this- Act shall be used by the T.TO exclusively for the

22 implementation of the provisions of this Act, including the



10

1 necessary promotion campaigns for the use of seat belt

2 devices.

3 Sec. 14. Separability Clause. - If any provision or

4 part hereof is held invalid or unconstitutional, the

5 remainder of the law or the provision not otherwise affected

6 shall remain valid and subsisting.

7 Sec. 15. Repealing Clause. - Section 34, Article IV of

8 Republic Act No. 4136 is hereby amended and any law,

9 executive order, decree, issuance, ordinance, rule and

10 regulation or parts thereof contrary or inconsistent with the

11 provisions of this Act is also hereby repealed, amended or

12 modified accordingly.

13 Sec. 16. Effectivity Clause. - This Act shall take

14 effect fifteen (15) days after its complete publication in the

15 Official Gazette or in at least two (2) national newspapers

16 of general circulation, whichever comes first.

Approved,

o


