
RECORD OF THE SENATE

MONDAY, JULY 30, 1990

OPENING·opTHE SESSION

At 3:17 p.m., the Honorable Jovito R. Salonga,
President ofthe Senate, called the session to order.

The 氏esident. Binubuksan ang sesyon ng Senado.

Aawitin ng Cruzada Church of Christ Choir ang
Pambansang Awit at''LupangTinubuan,''at pagkatapos
pangungunahan tayo sa panalangin ni Senador Juan
Ponce Enrile.

Everybody rose for the singing of the National An
them.

After the singing, everybody remained standing for
the open ingprayer.

PRAYER

Sena的rEnrine.

LET US PRAY.

Our Fa由er in heaven, we worship Your Holy Name.
Weac血owledge Your sovereign power over us, over our
lives, over our decisions, and over our destinies.

vVe ac血owledge, dear Heavenly Father, that these
are not the bes t of times for our Natio~. Our ec~nomr is
in shambles. Our political future is uncertain . Our
streets, even our homes, are no longer the safe havens that
they used to be. And, as if our social turmo!l is ~ot
en~ugh, the forces of nature have shaken our n~~on to ~ts
veryfoundations. We are only starting to ~ic~- u~ th~
debris of the cataclysm. We have not even finished yet

counting our dead.

But we are also aware, God, our Father that these are
not the wors t of times for our people, either. You have
set the rainbow, like the loving Father that You are, as a
sign of Your Promise that never again will You destroy

*Arrived after the roJI call
＊也official mission

Your world as You did in the days ofNoah.

We, therefore, thank You that we can call You,
"Abba", Father. And we, Your prodigal children, now
ask for the active intervention ofYour Holy Spirit to lead
our people to the joy, the peace, and the prosperity of
Canaan, the Promised Land flowing with milk and
honey . We, here in the Senate, more than ever, need
Your Divine Guidance in providing the moral and ethical
leadership for the Filipino people. We have been badly
shaken as a people. But we will survive and prevail as we
humble ourselves, repent of our wicked ways, and seek
Your face, dear Father, at all times.

Amen.

The President. Babasahin ngKalihim ang talaan ng
mga Senador.

ROLLCALL

The Secretary.

SenatorHeherson T. Alvarez.… · ………….Present
Senator Edgardo J. Angara ………………….Present
Senator Agapito A. Aquino..………………..Present
Senator Juan Ponce Enrile ………………….Present
Senator Joseph Ejercito Estrada …… …… . . P记sent*
SenatorNeptali A. Gonzales ………………..Pre3ent
Senator Teofisto T. Guingona, Jr. ………...Present
Senator Ernesto F. Herrera.… .. .. . ………….Present
Senator Sotero H. Laurel … … .. . . . .. . ……….Present* *
Senator Jose D. Lina, Jr...…………………...Present*
Senator Ernesto M. Maceda …………........Present
Senator Orlando S. Mercado...………….....Present
Senator Jobn H. Osmefia.………… . . ………..Present
SenatorVicente T. Paterno ………………….Present*
Senator Aquilino Q. Pimentel, Jr… .. . . . .…..Present
Senator Santanina T. Rasul ………………….Present
Senator Alberto G. Romulo...……… ……..Present
Senator Rene A. V. Saguisag … . . . … ……...Present
Senator Leticia Ramos Shahani . . . . . ……...Present
SenatorMamintal Abdul J. Tamano.…....Present
SenatorWigberto E. Tafiada.……………….Present*
SenatorVictor S. Ziga … .. ..………………...Present
The President . . .. . . .. . .. . . .… .. . … · … . .. . ………..Present

The President . Labing-walong Senador ang dumalo
sa ating pagpupulong. Mayroon tayong korum.
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at least service the needs ofabout one hundred thousand
sma1l farmers in thecountry. So, for thoseonehundred
thousand small fanners who will benefit from this bill,
Mr. President, I vote yes.

EXPLANATION OFVOTE OF SENATORMERCADO

SenatorMercado. Mr.President,1amvoting in the
affirmativeand wouldlike to submit a written explana
tion ofmy vote.

T~~fo!lowing is the written Explanation ofVote sub
mitted by SenatorMercado:

Mr. President , it is basic in any business
undertaking, be it in agriculture or industry , that a
goo·d, solid financial base is established to ensure a
more or less stable venture. However, this basic
element is not found in the agricultural sector of our
economy. Constantly, our farmers, fishe~ollcs, and
rural-based workers are burdenedby the lack of funds
and the sources of funds to support their activities.

This bill may very well provide the means to
make funds available to our workers in the
countryside to enhance the growth in agricultural
production, thereby improving their living
conditions. In this light, I vote yes.

EXPLANATION OFVOTE OFSENATOR OSM丽A

Senator Osmeiia. I vote yes.s Mr. President, with the
request that I be allowed to submit a written explanation
ofmy vote.

BILLONTHIRDREADING
Senate Bill No. 335 - Act Regulating the Practice of

Nursing

Senator Guiogona. Mr. Pres ident, I_ lll_?V~ th~t w~
voteon ThirdReadingonSenateBilINo. 335. Copiesof
fu~billhave been distributed to all Members of the Sen-
ate on July 25, 1990.

The President. Voting on Thir~ Reading ~~ S:nate
Bill No. 335 is now in order. The Secretary will please

read only the title of the bill, if there is no objection.
[There was none.]

The Secretary . Senate B ill No. 335, enti tled

AN ACT REGULATING THE PRACTICE OF
NURSING IN THE PHILIPPINES.

The President. The Senate will now proceed to vote
on the bill. The Secretary will please call the roll.

The Secretary called the roll and the result of the
voting was asfollows:

YES-19

Senator Alvarez
SenatorAngara*
SenatorAquino
Senator Enrile
Senator Gonzales
Senator Guingona
Senator Herrera
SenatorMaceda
SenatorMercado*
Senator Osmefia

Senator Pimentel
Senator Rasul
SenatorRomulo
Senator Saguisag
Senator Shahani
Senator Tamano
Senator Tafiada
Senator Ziga
The President

N0-0

ABSTENTION - 0

RESULTOFVO丽G

The Presiden t. With 19 affirmative votes, no nega
tive vote, and no abstention, Senate Bill No. 335 is ap
proved on Third Reading.

EXPLANATION OFVOTEOF SENATORANGARA

Senator Angara. Mr. President, I vote yes to this
bill. In support ofmy position, may I submit my written
explanation of vote. Thank you.

The following is the full text of the written Explana
tion ofVote subm itted by SenatorAngara:

EXPLANATION OFVOTE OF SENATOR ANGARA

•With explanation of vote
Mr. President , in the field of public health,
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among the unsung heroes in the country today are the
nurses. Often they are overworked, underpaid, and
unappreciated. The importance of nurses in the field
of primary heal th care serv ice canno t be
overemphas ized. W血e there are some 50,000 nurses
in the Philippines, the Philippine Nurses Association
estimates that abou t 96,900 nurses are needed by the
country to perform in all areas of nurs ing. This
problem is aggrava ted by the nurses' high m igration
to foreign lands. Figures from the Philippine
Overseas Employment Adminis归tion show that
from 1985-1987, a total of 65,940 nurses were
deployed overseas. Among the reasons for m igration
given by nurses interviewed are: (1) low salaries; (2)
state ofbeing overworked; (3) safety reasons; and (4)
lack of opportunities for growth.

Senate B ill No. 335, entitled: "An Act
Regulating the Prac tice o f Nurs ing in the
Philippines" aims to improve both the qual ity of
nurs ing education and the adm inistration of the
pro fess ion. The proposed measure would update the
existing laws on nurs ing , especially Republic Ac t No.
877 which was approved in 1953. The quantum leap
in the developmen t of medical s cience s ince 1953
necess itated the current bill which would keep the
law abreas t of the s aid revolu tionary changes.

Sena te B ill No. 335 redefmes the scope of
nurs ing. I t gives added focus to the nursing process,
including various aspec ts of nurs ing care which in
tum includes, among others, both traditional and
innovative nursing methods; therapeutic and self
expec ting techniques, comfort measures, health
teaching, therapies, medications, and hypoderm ic,
intramuscular or intravenous injection.

Equally impo rtant , the proposed measure
upgrades the qu alifications of adm inistrators and
faculty o f nursing to asce rtain a high standard of
education 'for nurses and qu alified practitioners.

Sen ate B ill No. 335 seeks to discourage
migration of nurses by providing for a spec ific article
on''Manpower Developmen t , Produc tion,
Utilization" which mandates that the standard basic
pay of all nurses in public hospitals shall be fixed in
accordan笠 with the Salary Standardization Act .
The Article also prov ides for a s tric ter
implementation of the nursing profess ion by
penalizing unau thorized practices which are sources
offrustration for sincere, baroworking nurses.

It is my heartfelt belief, Mr. President , tha t
Senate B ill No. 335 would definitely improve the
lives o f our friends in the nursing profession and
make the law more responsive and relevan t to
existing re alities in the public health sec tor.

For the abovementioned reasons, Mr. Presiden t , I
vote yes.

EXPLANATION OF VOTE OF SENATOR M邱CADO

Senator Mercado. Mr. President, again, I am voting
in the affirmative but would like to subm i t a written
explanation.

Thefollowing is the written Explanation ofVote sub
m itted by SenatorMercado:

Mr. Pres iden t , nursing is a mos t noble profession
comparable only to teaching and medicine. As such,
the declared policy o f the : S ta te, assum ing
respons ib ility for the pro tection and improvement of
the nursing profession, w ill hopefully insure
improved work ing conditions, better career
prospects , and dignified existence of the Filipino
nurse. Regulation of the practice of nursing,
therefore, is a mos t timely endeavor of this august
Chamber.

All of us here, with perhaps virtually no
exception, has had, at one time or another, experience
of getting s ick and confined in a hospital and thus had
some direct contac t w ith nurses and the nurs ing
profess ion. Any improvemen t in their training
experience and working conditions will , in no small
measure, add to their morale and profess ional well
being and will , in the long run, contribu te to the
improvement, in turn, of their services.

With the hope that this bill w ill materially help
the nurses both in the public and private sectors, I
vote yes.

BILL ON SECOND READING
Sena te B ill No.155 - L沉al Governmen t Code

(Continuation)

Senator Gu ingona. Mr. Pres ident , I move tha t we


