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tion on the base authorities that when they 
contract certain works, it is not just to anybody 
but see to it that the rights of the workers, and 
laws of the Philippines are being respected 
and that the workers are paid salaries or wage 
scales the same as the direct hire. 

Senator Gonzales. Or would the Gentle
man go one step farther by outlawing this 
system of indirect employment through the 
contractors? If they are to contract jobs at 
all, then it should now be directly to individual 
Workers or employers who actually comply 
With the requi;ements. Does the Gentleman 
think that they would be better off that way 
or they would be worse off? 

Senator Herrera. I think that would be a 
better arrangement if our panel will be able 
to succeed. 

Senator Gonzales The privilege hour :s 
already consumed Mr. President and 1 o_n y 
Want to assure th~ Gentleman that I associate 
myself with the sentiments that he has ex-
p k Mr Pres-
. ressed before this Body. Than you, · 
Iden t. 

S M President. 
enator Herrera. Thank you, r. . 

Tile President. Thank you. The Majonty 
Floor Leader. 

BILL ON SECOND READING 
ll bli SecondarY 

ouse Bill No. 2528 (Free Pu c 
Education) 

(Continuation) 
.d t I move 

Senator Mercado. Mr. Pres! en N 99 on 
that we consider Committee Report o. 
llouse Bill No. 2528. 

. ividual amend-
We are in the period of md t r Angara, 

lllents. I move that we recognize Sena: a mani
and Senator Laurel would like to ma e 
festation with regard to this bill. 

Senator Laurel. Mr. President. . d 
el is recognize . 

The President. Senator Laur 

Senator Laurel. Mr. President, last night we 
approved in this Chamber my amendment to 
the effect that education is free, secondary 
education is compulsory. Not only free but 
compulsory. 

The session was suspended thereafter in 
order to enable this Representation to present 
at a later date, today or Monday, the other 
amendments to reconcile said amendment to 
the other provisions of this House Bill No. 
2528. 

I was thinking, Mr. President, that because 
of my amendment, deliberation on the bill 
would be an extended one. The result of the 
voting last night showed that there was a close 
vote, somehow a divided Chamber approved 
my amendment. This means that consideration 
of other priority bills which we have targeted 
may be delayed and we have only about six 
weeks left before the final adjournment of this 
Chamber. 

I could insist, Mr. President - because that 
amendment of mine was approved - that there 
is a greater reason for my taking the floor now, 
not to pursue my amendment with all its impli
cations and others, including further amend
ments which would be debated on, but that 
greater reason is the fact that for a bill of such 
great importance to the nation- free secondary 
education - to pass this Chamber on a very 
close vote would not be a welcome result. 

Imagine, free secondary education, man
dated by the Constitution, passing this Chamber 
by a vote of, if I remember right, seven to eight, 
that would give a wrong impression to our 
people. And that would not be the image that 
we would like to project in this Chamber; that 
we have had doubts as to the implementation 
of the Constitutional mandate to provide free 
secondary education to our people. 

And so, Mr. President for that reason, I 
)lave the honor and the duty to withdraw my 
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amendment which had already been admitted, 
of course, subject to the permission of my 
distinguished Colleague, Senator Angara, the 
Sponsor of the bill, and with the permission 
of this Chamber. 

Thank you, very much. 

Senator Mercado. Mr. President. 

The President. The Majority Floor Leader. 

Senator Mercado. I move for a reconsider-
ation of the approval of the amendment as 
proposed by Senator Laurel. 

The President. Is there any objection? 
[Silence] Hearing none, the motion is approved. 

Senator Angara. Mr. President. 

The President. Senator Angara is recog
nized. 

Senator Angara. Mr. President, let me 
thank most sincerely my Colleague and close 
associate in education for his very statesman
like position this morning. 

Senator Enrile. Mr. President. 

The President. The Minority Floor Leader. 

Senator Enrile. Mr. President, may I pose 
a parliamentary inquiry. What proposed amend
ment was being withdrawn? Was it the proposed 
amendment after we approved the amendme t 
calling for a compulsory attendance in hi~ 
school? Because I remember the parliamenta 
situation last night -.we have approved t~ 
Laurel amendment callmg for the compuls 

d . ocy 
atten ance m secondary school. And thereafter 
the Chamber was confronted with anothe; 
proposed ~mendment, and at that point, there 
was a motwn to suspend consideration of this 
measure for a much later date. And then th 
Chamber adjourned. And so I would like t~ 
know what amendment has been withdrawn. 

~nator An~ara .. If I may help clarif; the 
parliamentary situatiOn, Mr. President? At th 
time we suspended consideration, there was : 
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pending motion presented by Senator Laur~! 
on definition, defining what "compulsory 
means That was the point when we adjourned. 
But e~rlier on, the Body voted to accept his 

t "comamendment incorporating the cE>ncep 
pulsory" into Section 2 of the Declaration. of 
Policy. So, the way I understood the motto~ 
of the Majority Floor Leader, and the requ~s 
made by the proponent, is that he is withdrawmJ 
his pending motion which has not been ac2t~ . t. m on and we are tiying to reconsider Sec wn 
order to remove "compulsory." 

. "thdrawn Senator Enrile. So what has been WI 

so far? 

f . what 
Senator Angara. The motion to de me 

"compulsory education" means. 

Senator Enrile. Thank you. 

lik to call The President. The Chair would e to 
the attention of the Gentlem an on the floo~ of 
pages 26 to 30 of the Journal, and the effec ct 
the withdrawal by Senator Laurel is with re~~eto 
to the Laurel amendment found on pages t he 
27. I understand these remarks to mean thla rY 
. . h . f pU SO Is Wit drawmg the whole concept o com . te 
education in order to ensure the immedta 
passage of the Angara bill. 

I rnust 
Senator lEnrile. Then, in that case, . n is 

respectfully state that that kind of a ·motiO ld 
t d wou ou of order because the proper rem e Y al 

b t h pprov e o seek for a reconsideration of t e a nd-
of the Chamber or the approval of the aJI1 e f 

t ent 0 
men ' and then thereafter the propon 

' ' •t the amendment could probably withdraw I · 

. Floor 
The President. Yes. The Majont~ and 

Leader already sought the reconsideration 
that was approved. 

Senator Enrile. Thank you. 
sen

The President. Now, let us go back to 
ator Angara. 

Senator Angara. So if there are no rnore 
amendments, Mr. Presid~nt, ... 
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The President. How about the title? Has 
that been duly amended? 

Senator Angara will recall that when he 
wanted to amend th . to th e htlte, I called attention 

e fact that u d h . . U
1
e la t t b . n er t e Rules, the title IS 

s 0 e amended. 

Senator A T another bill ngara. .hat was in reference to 
Honed . ' Mr. J>resident. But since he men-

th
. b It, may I ask that on Secti'on 1 line 2 
IS ill b ' ' 

Educat· e known as '~Free Public Secondary 
Ion Act of 1988." 

The President. All right. 

Senator M d . ace a. Mr. President. 
The p 'd nizect. res1 ent. Senator Maceda is recog-

1 ano ~;a tor Maceda. I beg permission to submit 
in . r amendment which was already accepted 

Pnnciple during the interpellation. 

The President. Shall we first dispose of the 
amendment of Senator Angara? 

Senator Maceda. All right. 

The President Is there any objection to the 
am · · ill enctment on line 2 of page 2? So thatlt w 
react: "Free Public Secondary Education Act ~f 

- 198 8? " [Silence] Hearing none, the same IS 

approved. 

Senator Maceda. 

MACEDA AMENDMENT 
. ·n h e to be a new 

s ~enator Maceda. This Wl. av And the im-
ection probably after SectiOn 5. CILITIES 

Port is that IN CASE PRESENT F~ ACCOM
~ THE MUNICIPALITY CA~~YING FOR 

0DATE ALL OF THOSE A BLIC HIGH 
ENROLLMENT TO THE PU OF pUBLIC 
SCliooLs THE GRADUATES T MUNICI-
~LEMENTARY SCHOOLS INNT~IoRITY IN 

A.LITY SHOULD BE GIVE 

A.bMISSION. pt it? 
S onsor acce 

The President. Does the P 

Senator Angara. It is accepted, Mr. Pres
ident. 

The President. Subject to refinement and 
style, is there any objection? [Silence] Hearing 
none, the same is approved. 

Is there any other amendment? 

The Majority Floor teader. 

Senator Mercado. Mr. President, if there are 
no other amendments, 1 move that we close 
the period of amendments. 

The President. Is there any objection? 
[Silence] The Chair hears none; the same is 
approyed. 

APPROVAL OF HOUSE BILL NO. 2528 
ON SECOND READING 

Senator Mercado. Mr. President, I move for 
the approval of House Bill No. 2528, as .amended, 
on .Second Reading. 

The President We shall now vote on the 
I • • 

bill as amended, on second Readmg. 

As many as are in favor will please say 
Aye. [Several Senators: Aye] 

As many as are against will please say 
Nay. [Few Senators: Nay]. House Bill No. 
2528 is approved on Second Reading a~ended. 

MOTIONS OF SENATOR MERCADO 
(Referral of Senate Bill No. 27 to the 

Committee on Women and Family Relations; 
Senate Bill No. 282 to the Committee on 

Justice & Human Rights; 
Senate Bill No. 299 to the Committee on 

Accountability of Public Officers and 
Investigation; and 

Senate Bill No. 394 to the-Committee on 
Justice and Human Rights) 

Senator Mercado. Mr. President, 1 m~~ 
that Committee Report No. 19 on Senate 
No. 27, 
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