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RESOLUT ION ADOPTING THE RULES OF PRO CED UR E ON IMPEACHMENT TR IALS

Resolved by the Senate, To adopt, as it hereby ado pts, the followi ng:

RULES OF PROC EDURE ON IMPEACIIMENT TR IALS

I. When the Senate receives articles of impeachm ent pursuant to Art icle XI, Sections 2 and 3 of the Constitutio n, the
Presiden t of the Se nate sha ll info rm the House of Repr esentatives that the Senate shall take proper order on the subj ect of
imp each ment and sha ll be ready to receive the prosecutors on such time and date as the Senate may specify.

II. When the President of the Phi lippines is on trial, the Chief Justic e of the Supreme Co urt shall pres ide but sha ll not
vote . Notice shall be given to him by the Presiden t of the Senate of the time and place fixed for the consideration of the artic les of
impeach ment, with a request to atte nd. Th e Chief Justice shall be administered the oat h or affirmation, prescribed under these
Rules, by the President of the Senate and shall preside over the Senate during the con sideration of said articles and upon the trial
of the person impeac hed.

The President of the Senate sha ll preside in all other cases of imp each ment and, for that pur pose, place d under the
prescribed oat h or affirmation by any person authori zed by law to admi nister an oat h.

III. Before proceeding to the considera tion of the art icles of imp eachment, the Presidin g Officer sha ll admi niste r the
prescribed oath or affirma tio n to the Mem bers of the Senate then present and to the other Mem bers of the Senate as they shall
appear, whose duty it shal l be to take the same.

Upon presentatio n of the art icles to the Senate, the Se nate shall specify the date and time for the considerat ion of such
ar tic les. Un less the Senate prov ides otherw ise , it shall con tinue in sess ion from day to day (exce pt Sat urda ys, Sundays, and
nonworking hol idays) until final judgment shall be rendered, and so much longer as may, in its j udgment, be nece ssary.

Senato rs shall observe polit ical neu tral ity dur ing the co urse of the impeachme nt trial. " Political neutrality" shall be
de fined as exercise of pub lic officia l's duty without unfai r d iscrim inat ion and rega rdless of party atli liat ion or pre ference .

IV. The Presid ing Officer sha ll have the power to ma ke and issue , by himsel f or by the Secretary of the Senate , a ll orders,
mandates, and writs aut horized by these Rules or by the Senate, and to make and en force such other regu lations and orders in the
premises as the Senate may aut horize or provide.

V. The Senate shall have powe r to compe l the atte ndance of wi tnes ses, to enfo rce obed ience to its order s, mand ates,
writs, and ju dgments, to prese rve order, and to puni sh in a summary way contempt s of, and disobedience to, its au thority, ord ers,
mandates, writs, or judgme nts, and to make all lawful orde rs, rule s, and regulations which it may dee m esse ntial o r conducive to
the ends ofju stice. And the Sergeant-at -A rms of the Senate, under the di rection of the President of the Senate, may employ such
aid and assista nce as may be nece ssary to enforce, execute, and ca rry into effect the lawful orders, manda tes, and wr its of the
Senate .

XX II. All the orders and deci sions may be acted upon without objection, or, ifobjection is heard, the order s and decisions
sha ll be voted on wit ho ut debate by yeas and nays, which sha ll be entered on the reco rd, subject, however, to the ope rat ion of
Rule VI, and in that case no Me mber shall speak more than once on one question , and lo r not more tha n ten ( 10) minutes on an
interlocutory quest ion, and for not more than fifteen ( 15) minutes on the final quest ion , unless by co nsent of the Senate , to be
had without debate ; but a motion to adjo urn may be decided without the yeas and nays, unle ss they be demanded by one-fift h of
the Members presen t. The fiftee n m inute s here in allowed shall be for the who le del iberat ion on the final question , and not on
the fin al que stion on each art icle of impeachment.

XX III. Witne sses sha ll be sworn in the foll owin g form: "Yo u , do swear (o r affirm, as the case may
be) that the ev idence you shall g ive in the case now pending between the Ph ilip pines and , shall be the
truth, the who le truth, and nothing but the trut h: (so hel p you God) ."

Wh ich oath or atlirmation shall be ad ministered by the Secretary of the Senate, or any other duly authorized person .

Form ofa subpoena to be issued on the application of the prosecutors of the impeachment. or of the party impeached.
or ofhis/her counsel.

To ,

Greet ings:

You are hereby co mma nded to appear be fore the Senate of the Philipp ines, on the day o f , at the
Senate Chamber in , then and there to testily your knowledge in the case which is befo re the Senate in
which the House o f Represen tat ives has impeached , and to bring with yo u the following , it being
necessary to use the same as test imony.

Fa il not.

Witnes s , and Presiding Otlicer of the said Senate at , Phi lippin es, this _ day of
___, in the year of our Lord _

Presiding Otlicer of the Senate

Form ofdirection fo r the service of said subpoena.

T he Senate of the Phil ippi nes

To _

Greeti ngs:

You are hereby commanded to serve and return the wi thin subpoena accord ing to law. Dated at , thi s
___ day 01' , in the year of ou r Lord _

Sec retary of the Se nate

Form of oath to be administered to the Members of the Senate and the Presiding Officer sitting in the trial of
impeachments.

" I so lemnly swear (or afti rm, as the case may be) that in all things appert ai ning to the trial o f the impeachment 01' _
___, now pending, I wi ll do impartial j ust ice according to the Co nstitutio n and laws of the Ph ilipp ines: (So help me God) ."

Form ofsummons to be issued and served upon the person impeached.
VI. The President of the Senate or the Chief Just ice whe n presid ing on the tria l may rule on all quest ions of ev idence

includin g, but not limited to, questions of material ity, relevancy, compe tency or ad mis sibi lity of ev idence and inciden tal questions,
which ruling sha ll stan d as the j udgment of the Senate , unless a Me mber of the Senate sha ll ask that a formal vote be taken
ther eon, in which case it sha ll be submitted to the Senate for decision after one contra ry view is express ed ; or the Presiding Officer
may at his/her option, in the fir st instance, submit any such question to a vote of the Me mbers of the Senate. The motion for a vote
and the contra ry opinion shall not take more than two (2) minutes eac h, with a one minute rebu ttal allowed for the proponent of
the motion . The provisions of the Rules of the Senate and the revised Rules of Co urt shall apply suppletorily whenever app licable .

REPUBLIC OF T HE PH ILIPP INES
T he Se nate of the Ph ilippi nes )

To .

Greetings:

) S.S.

VII. Upon the prese ntatio n of art icles of impeac hme nt and the organi zation of the Senate as hereinbefore prov ided, a wr it
of summo ns shall be issued to the person impeached, reciting or incorporating said arti cles, and notifying him/her to appear
before the Senate upon a day and at a place to be fixed by the Senate and name d in such wr it, and to fi le his/her Answer to said
artic les of impeachment within a non- extend ible period often ( 10) day s from receipt thereof; to which the prosecutors may Rep ly
within a non-extendibl e period of fi ve (5) days therefrom; and to stand to and ab ide by the orders and ju dgm ents of the Se nate.

Such wr it shall be served by such officer or person named in the order thereof, no t later than three (3) days prior to the day
fixed for such appea rance of the person impeac hed, either by the deli very of an attested copy thereof to the person imp eached, o r
if personal service can not be do ne, se rvice of the wri t may be made by leaving a cop y wit h a person ofsufficient age and discretion
at his/her last know n address or at his/her ollice or place of business; and if the service of such writ shall fai l the proceed ings shall
not there by abate, but further service may be made in such ma nner as the Senate shall d irect. II' the per son impeac hed , after
service, shall fai l to appear, either in person or by cou nsel, on the day so fixed or, appea ring, shall fail to tile his answer to such
art icles of impeachm ent, the tria l sha ll proceed nevertheless as upon a plea of not guilty. If a plea of guilty shall be entere d,
j udgment may be entered thereon witho ut further proceedings.

VIII. At the date and time desig nate d by the Se nate fo r the return of the summons aga inst the person imp eached, the
Sec retary of the Senate shall admi nister the fo llow ing oath or affi rmatio n to the returning officer: " I, , do
solemnly swear (or affirm) that the ret urn made by me upon the process issued on the day of , by the
Senate of the Phili ppi nes, aga inst was truly made, and that I have performed such service as therein
described : (So hel p me God)." Whic h oath or affirmatio n shall be entered at large on the reco rds.

IX. The person impeac hed sha ll then be ca lled to appea r and an swer the articl es of impeac hme nt against him/her.l f he/she
appears, or any person lo r him/her, the appearance shall be recorded, stating particularly if by himself/herself, or by agen t or
cou nse l, nami ng the perso n appeari ng and the ca pac ity in which he/she appears. II'he/she does not appear, either personall y or by
agent or counse l, the same sha ll be reco rded .

X. At 2 o' clock in the afte rnoo n, or at such other hour as the Senate may order , of the day appo inted for the tr ial of an
impeach ment , the leg islative business of the Senate, if there be any, shall be suspended, and the Secretary of the Senate shall g ive
not ice to the House of Representatives that the Senate is ready to proceed upon the imp eachm ent tria l 01' . .
in the Se nate Chamber.

XI. Unless otherwise fixed by the Senate , the hour of the day at which the Senate shall sit upon the trial ofan impeachment
shall be 2 o'c lock in the afte rnoo n; and when the hour shall arr ive, the Presid ing Office r upon such trial shall ca use proclamatio n
to be made, and the business of the tria l shall proceed . The adjo urnmen t of the Sena te sitting in said tr ial shall not operate as an
adjournment of the Senate as a legislati ve body.

XII. The Sec retary of the Senate sha ll reco rd the proceedings in cases of impeachment as in the case of legislative
proceedi ngs, and the same sha ll be reported in the same manner as the legislative proceedings of the Senate .

XIII. Counsel for the parties shall be admitted to appear and be heard upo n an impeac hment: Provided, That co unse l for
the prosec utors shall be under the contro l and supervision of the panel of prosecutors of the House of Representatives.

XlV. All motions, objections, requests, or applications whether relating to the proce dure ofthe Senate or relating immediately
to the tria l (includ ing questions with respe ct to admissio n of evi dence or other quest ions ar ising during the trial) made by the
part ies or their co unsel sha ll be addressed to the Presiding Otlicer on ly, and if he, or any Senator, shall requi re it, they shall be
committed to wr iting, and read at the Sec retary 's tab le.

Xv, Witnesse s shall be exa mined by one perso n on beha lf of the part y produc ing the m, and then cross-exa mined by one
perso n on the other side .

XV I. If a Senator is ca lled as a witness , he/she sha ll be sworn, and give his/her test imony standing in his/her place .

XV II. If a Senato r wishes to put a question to a witness, he/she shall do so within two (2) minutes. A Senato r may likewise
put a question to a prosec utor or co unsel. He/she may also offer a mot ion or order, in writi ng, which shall be subm itted to the
Presid ing Offi cer,

XV III. At all times while the Senate is sitt ing upon the tr ia l ofan impeac hmen t the doo rs of the Sen ate shall be open to the
public . Silence shall be observed by the visitors at all times, on pain of ev iction fro m the trial venue.

The Presiding Ollicer and the Membe rs of the Se nate shall refrai n from making any co mme nts and disclosures in publ ic
pertaining to the merits of a pending impeac hmen t tria l.

The sa me shall likewise ap ply to the pro sec utor s, to the perso n impeached , and to their respe ctive counse l and witnesse s.

XIX . All prelim inary or inte rlocutory que stions, and all moti ons, shall be arg ued for not exceedin g one hour on eac h side,
unle ss the Senate otherw ise orde rs.

XX . The case, on eac h side, shall be opened by one person . The final argument on the me rits may be made by two (2)
perso ns on eac h side (un less otherwise orde red by the Se nate upon applicat ion for that purpose) , and the argu me nt shall be
opened and closed on the part of the Hou se of Represe ntat ives .

XX I. Th e trial of all the arti cles of impeachm ent shall be com pleted before the Senators vote on the fi na l question on
whether or not the impeachm ent is sustained. On the fi nal question whet her the impeachm ent is sustained, the vote shall be taken
on each article of impeachm ent separately; and if the impeachment shall not , upon any of the art ic les presen ted, be sustained by
the votes of two-th irds of all the Mem bers, a judgment oI'ac quittal shall be ente red ; but if the perso n impeached in such art icles
of impeachment shall be conv icted upon any of said art icle s by the votes of two -thirds of all the Members, the Se nate shall
procee d to pronounce judgment of con viction , and a cer tifie d copy of such ju dgm ent shall be deposited in the Ollice of the
Secretary of the Senate. A motion to recon side r the vote by wh ich any artic le of impeachment is susta ined or rejected shall not be
in order.

Form ofputting the question on each article ofimpeachment.

The Pres iding Officer shall tirst sta te the question . Therea fter, eac h Senator, as his/her name is ca lled, shall rise in his/her
place and answer: guilty or not guilty. The vote of the President of the Senate on eac h ar ticle of impeachment, when acti ng as the
presi ding officer, shall be last take n afte r all the Senato rs have stated the ir votes . If he/she so wishes, a Senato r may exp lain his/
her vote for not more than two (2) minu tes.

Whereas the House of Representatives of the Ph ilippines did, on the __ day of , presen t to the Senate
art icle s of impeachment against you, the said , in the wo rds following:

[Here insert the ar ticles1

And demand that yo u, the sa id , should be put to answe r the accusations as set forth in sa id arti cle s,
and that such proceedings, exa minatio ns, tria ls, and judgment s mig ht be the reupon had as are agreeable to law and ju stice .

You, the said , are there fore hereby summoned to be and appear before the Se nate of the Philippines,
at the ir Chambe r in , on the __ day of , at o'c lock __, then and there to
answer to the sa id art icles o f impeac hme nt, and then and there to abide by, obey, and perform such order s, d irect ions, and
j udgm ents as the Senate of the Phi lippines shall make in the pre mises accord ing to the Co nstitut ion and laws of the Philippines.

Hereof yo u are no t to fa il.

Witness , and Presiding Officer of the said Sen ate at , Philippines, thi s _ day of
___, in the year of our Lord _

Presid ing Officer of the Senate

Form ofOrder to be indorsed on said writ ofsummons.

REPUBLIC O F T HE PHILIPPINES) S.S.
T he Se nate of the Ph ilippi nes )

To

Greeti ngs:

You arc hereby co mma nded to deliver to and leave with , if conve nientl y to be found, or if not,
to leave at his usual place of abo de, or at his usual place o f business in some co nsp icuous place , a true and attested copy of the
wit hin wr it of summons, together wit h a like co py of th is order; an d in whichsoe ver way yo u perform the service, let it be done
at least __ day s be fore the appearance day mentioned in the said wr it of summons.

Fail not, and make return of th is writ of summons and orde r, wit h yo ur proceed ings thereon endo rsed, on or befo re the
appea rance day men tione d in the said wr it of sum mons.

Witness , and Presiding Offi cer of the said Sena te at , this _ day 01' , in
the year of our Lord _

Presiding Offi cer of the Senate

All process shall be served by the Sergeant-at-Arms of the Senate, unless otherwise ordered by the Se nate .

XX IV. If the Se nate shall, at any time, fail to sit lor the co nsiderat ion of art icle s of impeachm ent on the day or hour fixed
therefor, the Senate may, by an order to be ado pted wit hou t de bate , fi x a day and hour for resu ming such cons ideratio n.

XXv. These Rules shall take effe ct imm ediately upon pub licat ion in two (2) new spapers ofge neral circulation and shall
remain in force until ame nded or repea led. A copy of these Rules shall be posted on the official website of the Senate of the
Ph ilippin es.

Adopted,

Thi s Resolu tion was adopted by the Senate on Marc h 23, 20 II .
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EMMA L1RIO' EYES
Secretary of the Senate
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