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Resorunon No, 39
RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE RULES OF PROCEDURE ON IMPEACHMENT TRIALS

Risolved by the Senare, To adopt, as it hereby adopts, the following:
RULES ¢0F PROCEDURE O IMPEACHMENT TRIALS

L When the Senate receives articles of impeachment pursuant to Anicle X1, Sectiong 2 and 3 of the Constitution, the
President of the Senate shall inform the House of Representatives that the Senae shall take proper order on the subject of
impeachment and shall be ready 1o receive the prosecutors on such ime and date as the Senate may speoify.

Il When the President of the Philippines i< on trial, the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court shall preside but shall nom
vote. Motiee shall be given to him by the Mresident of the Senate of the time and place (ixed for the consideration of the anicles of
impeaehment, with o reguest o attend. The Chiel Justice shall be sdmimistersd the outh or affimmation, preseribed under these
Fules, by the President of the Senate amd shall preside over the Senate dueng (e consideration of suid articles and apon the trial
of the person impeached.

Thee President of the Senute shall preside in all other cases ol impeachiment and, Tor that purpose, ploced wder the
preseribed o or affirmation by any person mthorized by law 1o administer an oatl,

1. Before procecding to the consideration of the articles of impeachment, the Presiding Officer shall administer the
prescribed ooth or affsrmation o the Members of the Senote then present and o the other Members of the Senate as they shall
appear, whose duty it shall be to take the same.

Upon presentation of the articles 1o the Senate, the Senaie shall specily the date and time for the consideration of such
riicles, Lintess the Sente provides otherwise, 1 shall continue m session from day 0 diy (except Saturdays, Sonduys, aml
nonwarking hilidava) watil foal judgment sliall be rendered, and g0 much longer as may, in it judgment, be necessany

Semators shall pbserve political newtrality durmyg the course of the impeschment tnul, “Political neutraliy™ sholl be
defined us exercise of public officil®s duty without unfar diserimintion and egaadles of gty aliliation or prefere

IV, The Presiding (Officer shall have the power 1o make and isaue. by himselfor by the Secrenary of the Senate, all orders,
mandates, and writs suthorized by these Rules or by the Senote, and o muke and enforee such other regulations and orders in the
premises a5 the Senate may suthorize or provide.,

Y. The Senae shall have power 1o compel the atendance of witnesses, o enforee obedience to its orders, mundaies,
writs, und judgments, o preserve order, und to purish in g summany way contempts of, und disobedience W, its authority, orders,
mandates, writs, o judgments, and o make all lywful orders, niles, and segulations which it moy deem essentiol or conducive to
the ¢nds of justice. And the Sergeant-at-Arms of the Senate, under the direction of the Presidem of the Senate. may employ such
aid und nssistance o5 may be necessary (o enforce, exceure, and carry into effeet the Tawiul orders, mandates, and writs of the
Senate.

V1. The President of the Senate or the Chiel Justice when presiding on the trial may rule on all questions of evidence
including. but not limited to, questions of materiality, relevancy, competency or admissibility of evidence and incidenial guestions,
which ruling shall stund as the jodgment of the Senate, unless o Member of the Senate shall ask that a formal vote be wken
thereni, in which case it ehall be submitted o (he Senate for decision after one contrary view 18 expressed] or the Presiding Officer
may at histher option, in the first instance, submit any such question 1o a vote of the Members of the Senate. The motion for a vote
und the contrary opimon shall not inke more than two (2) minutes cach, with g ong minute rebutial allowed for the proponem of
the smotian. The provisions of the Rules of the Senate anil the revised Rales of Comt shall apply suppletorily shenever applicable.

Y11, Upon the presentation of amicles of impeachmem and the organization of the Senate as hersinbeiore provided, a writ
of summuns shull be issued W the person impeached, reciting or incorpomting suid articles, wod notifying him‘her o appear
b the Senate upon o day and o o place (o be fixed by (e Senate and wned o soehowit, and 1o ke hisTer Answer 1o said
articles of impeachment within a non-extendible period of wen (10} days from receipt thereol 1o which the prosecutors may Reply
within a non-extendible period of five (3) days therefrom: and to stnd o and abide by the orders and judgments of the Senate.

Huch writ shall be served by such officer or persan named in the order theneof, not later than three (3 ) davs prior 1o he doy
fixed for such appearance of the person impeached, either by the delivery of an attested copy thereot to the person impeached, or
il personul service cannot be done, service of the writ may be made by leaving o copy with o person of sufficient age und diseretion
il his/her lnst known sdidress or ol his/her office or ploce of business; and i the service of sueh writsholl il the proceedings shall
not therehy abate, bt further service may be made in such moanner &8 the Senate shall dircct, If the person impeached, after
service, shall fail w appear, ¢ither in persan or by counzel, on the day so fixed or, appearing, ghall fail to Tle his answer 1o such
articles of impeachment, the trial shall proceed nevertheless as upon a plea of not guilty. 1¥a plea of guilty shall be entered,
Judgment may be entered thereon without funther procecdings.

VI At the date and time designated by the Senate for the return of the summons against the person Impeached. the
Secremary of the Senare shall administer the following oath or affirmation o the reiuming officer; “1, Ldo
solemnly swewr (or afTirm ) thut the returm made by me upon e process sssoed on e duy ol o by the
Senate of the Philippines, apainat wirs truly made, and that | hove performed such serviee as therein
described: {50 help me God),™ Which cath or affirmation shall be entered an large on the reconds,

IX. T person impeached shall then be colled 1o oppear and snswer the articles of impeachoment ogainst bimher, 17 e/she
appears, or any person for himher, the appearance shall be recorded, stating panticutarly i by himael Phersell, or by agent or
counsel, naming the person appearing and the capacity in which he/she appears. 1Mhe/she does not appear, elither personally or by
pgent ar counscl, the same shill be recorded.

X. At 2 o’clock in the aftermoon, or at such other hour as the Senate may order, of the day appainted for the trinl of an
impeschment, the legidlative business of the Senate, iNnhere be any, ghall be suspended, and the Secretary of the Senate shall give
notice to the House of Representatives that the Senate is ready (o proceed upon the impeachment trial of .
in e Senate Claniber,

X1 Unless oaberwise lixed by the Senate, the hour ol the day at which the Senate shall sit upon the trial of an impeachment
shaill be 2 o'clock in the alternoon; and when the hour shull arrive, the Presiding Officer upon such trinl shall epose proclamation
toy e e, aind the business oF the trisd shall procesd. The adjourmment of the Senate sitting in <ol sl shall wor aperate as an
adjournment of the Senate as a legizlative body,

RIL The Sevretury of the Senate shull reeend the procecdings in cases of impeachment us in the cose of legislitive
peroceedings, and the same shall be reported in the same manner s the legislative proceedings of the Senate

NI, Coumsel for the parics shull be admitied 1o sppear and be heard upon an impeachment: Provide, Thint counsel for
the prosecotors shull ke under the control mnd supervision of the panel of prosegutors of the Hoewse of Bepresentatives,

XIV. All motions, objections, requests, or applications whether relsting o the procedure of the Senae or relnting immedinely
tor thee trind (including questions with respeet to admission of evidence or other questions ansing during the trial) moede by the
prartics o e counsel shall be addressed 1o the Presding Ofeer only, and i he, or any Senator, shall require it, they shall be
committed to writing, and read at the Secretary’s table.

XV, Witnesses shall be examined by one person on behallol the party producing (hem., and then cross-examined by one
persoan on the ofher side

XV If o Senator is called as a witness, he/she shall be swomn, and give histher testimony standing in his/her place.

XWIL I o Semstor wishes to pad @ question fo s wirness, hefshe stall do so within v (2) minutes. A Senator may likewise
put @ guestian o a peogecutor or counsel. [le/she may alzo offer a motion ar order in writing, which ghall be submited 1o the
PPresiding Officer,

MWL Avall times while the Senate is sitting upon the trial of an impeachment the doors of the Senate shall be open 1o the
public. Silence shall be observed by the visitors an all timez, on pain of eviction from the wial venee.

ez Presiding Officer and the Members of e Senote sholl refrrn from moking ooy comments ond diselosores in public
pertaining fo the merits of a pending impeachment trial.

e sz shnll likewise apply io the proseeutors, o the person impeached, und 1o their respective counsel and witnesses,

XX Al prefiminary or interlocutory questions, and all motions, shall be argued for not exceeding one haur an each side,
unbess the Senate otherwise orders,

XX, The e, on each side, shall be opened by ope person. The fimal argument on the perts may be made by two (2}
persons on each side (unless otherwise ordered by the Senate upon application for thar purpose), and the argument shall be
opened and closed on the part of the House of Representatives.

XXT. The triad ol all the articles of impeachment shall be comphited befone e Semtors vote on e finl question on
whether or not the impeachment is sustained. On the final question whether the impeachment is sustained. the vote shall be taken
on cach anicle of impeachmem separately: and if the impeachment shall not. upon any of the articles presented, be susiined by
thie vates of two-thinds of all the Members, o judgment of peguittad shall be entered; but i (e person impeached in such srticles
of impeachment shall be convieted upon any of said anicles by the voles of twoethirds of ofl the Members, the Senate <hall
proceed 1o pronounce judgment of conviction, and a cenified copy of 2uch judgment ghall be deposited in the Ofice of the
Seeretary aof the Senate, A motion (o reconsider the vote by which any article of impeachment is sustained or rejected shall not be
i arder

Farm of i the guestion on eoeflt article of fmpeachment,

The Presiding Officer shall first state the question. Thereafter, each Senator, as hisher name is called, shall rise in his/her
place and answer; guilty or not guilty, The vote of the Predident of the Senate on ench anicle of impeachment, when acting as the
presiding eflieer, shall be lust tuken after all the Senators have stated their votes. 17 he/she so wishes, o Senator may explan his/
her vote Fi it mere than tao (2) mintes,

KXIL AN the orders and decisions muy be peted upon withoot obyectson, or, ifobjection s heard, the orders aml decisions
shall be voted on withoit debate by peers and nees, which shall be entened on the record, subject, however, to the operation of
Rule W1, and in that case no Member hall speak more than once on one question, and for oot more than ten {10) minutes on an
interlocutery question, and for nol more than fifteen (13) minutes on the Ginal question. unless by consent of the Senate, 1o be
Tnuned withonat debutee; bt a motion o pdjor may be deeided withoul the yees and o, unless they be demanded by one-fifih of
the Members present.  The fifteen minutes herein allowed shall be for the whole deliberation on the final question, and nol an
the final question on each anicle of impeachment

KX, Witnesses shall be sworm in the following femm: Yo , o swenr (o afTiom, o (e cose mny
b} that the evidence vou shall give in the case now pending between the Philippines and , shall be the
vruh, the whote truth, and nothing bur the ruh: (so belp vou God),™

Which cath or afficmation shall be adnnistered by e Segretary of the Senate, or any other duly authorzed person,

Fovm af a sibpoema to be Insed an the applicaian of fie prosecntors of the impeachment, or of the paeny fmpedched
o af s her commel.

To .

Cireelings:

You are hereby commanded to appear before the Senate of the Philippines, on the day of » a1 the
Sennte Ulnmbser in . then and there to testify vour knowledge in the case which is before the Senme in

which the House of Repressmtatives his impeached and 1o bringe with your the following o being
necessary o e the same a4 testimony.

e —"

Fal not,

Witness - _, and Presiding Officer of the said Senate at
. I the year of our Lord

. Philippines, this day af
Presiding Officer of the Senate

Fni'm u_.l"rfm-nfmu ,I';ir .I'fu_"' SePVIcT rr,l".um.f Mahlllkmrm

The Senate of the Mhilippines )

To ,

Cireciings:

You are hereby commanded 1o serve amd retum the within subpoena acconding to law, Dated o , This
day of . In the yéar of our Lord

Secretary of the Senate
Fowrm of oarh 1 be administéred to the Members of the Senate amd the Presiding Officer siming in the trial of
Intpesrehments.
“I solemnly swear (or allirm, as the case may be) that inall things appertaining fo the trial of the impeachmentof
«mow pending. [ will do imparial justice acconding to the Constitistion and laws of'the Philippines: (5o help me God).™
Fuvvmr uf:mm.nm"r.v ter B u.mm;f nm'.f An‘rl.w.f Ry e Jurran im;llwu'ﬁw.l’

REFUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES } 5.5,
The Sevute of the Philippioes )

To
Gireelings:

Whereas the House of Represematives of the Philippines did, on the . present 1o the Senane

articles ol impeachment ugainst you, the said

day of

o i the words following:
[Here insen the amicles]

And demond (hat vou, the soid o should be put 1o answer the accusations as set forh n saad orticles,
andd that such procecdings, examinations, wials, and judgments might be thereupon hid as are agreeable to law and justice.

You, the said . are there fore hereby summoned to be and appear befiore the Senate of the Philippines,
at fheir Chomber in Jon the  day of cut _o'elock L then and there to
answeer 1o the said aticles of impeachment, and then and there o ahide by, abey, and perform such onders, dinections, and
judgments as the Senate of the Philippines shall make in the premises according 1o the Constinution and Laws ofihe Philippines,

Hereol you ure not 1o il

Witness ) . and Presiding Officer of the said Senme at . Mhilippines. this  day of
. in the vear of our Losd .

Presiding Officer of the Senate
Fownr af Cvafer o B vicfarsed o s weit of summmon.
REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES ) 5.5

The Senate of the Philippines [

To

Gireetings:

You ure hereby communded to deliver o and leave with < i conveniently 1o be found, or il not,
100 leawe al his usoal place of abode, op a1 bis useal plsce of business in some conspiorons place, o e and attested copy of the
within writ of summons, together with a like copy of this order: and in whichsoever way vou perform the service. et it be done
o least  davs belore the appearance day mentioned in the said writ ol summons,

Fail mot, and make retim of this writ of summons and order, with vour proceedings theneon endorsed, on or before the
appearance day mentioned in the said writ of sunumons.

Witriess
the vear of our Lord

s dovof L in

. ngd Presiding OfTicer of the said Senate at

Presuding OfMeer of te Senate

Al prowess shall be served by the Sergeant-at-Amms of the Senate, unfess otherwise ordered by (he Senate,

XXV, I the Senate shall, arany time, fil to sit for the consideration of anicles of impeachment on the day or hour fxed
thercfor, the Semite may. by an order o be adopted withow debate. 1ix a day and hour for resuming such consideraion.

XXV These Rules shall take effect immediately upon publication in two (2) pewspapers of peneral eireulation and shall
remain in force untll amended or repealed. A copy of these Rules shall be posted on the official websie of the Senate of the
Phalippines.

Adopted,
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- Proxident of the

eetie
This Resolution was adopted by the Senate on Mach 23, 2011
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Secrerary of the Senme



