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WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 20, 2003

OPENfNG OF THE SESSION
ROLLCALL

The Pres iden t . The Secre tary will please call the rol l.

A1t ~:20p-11_L, tl'.eSen~ te Presiden t, Hon. Franklin M. Drilon,
C(1/led the session to order.

The Presiden t . The l 2 th sess ion o f thc Th ird Regular
Sess ion ~f the Twel fth Congress is hereby called to orde r. L~-t-l~~
all stand for the open ing prayer to be led by Sen. LorenB. Legarda~

Eve,ybody rosefor the prayer.

PRAYER

Sena tor Legartla.

Alm i ghtyGod,

We glor i fy and magn i 伪Your Name as we ga ther
here today .

We bow our heads in fervent prayer to ask for Your
gu idance and bless ings to be upon our na t ion and our
people. May Your presence be wi th us as we face the
challenges tha t cont inuously tes t our resolve to be Your
instruments of peace and love. Gran t us, 0 Lord, the
wisdom to do grea t th ings and the capac i ty to sm11ass
our problems.

As Your servants, we ask You, Lord, to bless every
work of our hands, every word o f our mou th, every
fee ling that we harbor, and every life tha t we touch.

Allow us to imb ibe in our da ily lives the teach ing o f
Master Cheng Yen that, in all humili ty, we ac灿owledge
that, "There is no one tha t we canno t love; there is no one
that we canno t trus t ; and there is no one tha t we canno t

forgive."

In these d i fficul t times, give us the compass ion to
continue se1-v ing our people and coun try and_ t'.1e i111:er
s trength to uphold the value of sacnfice and love for
others in our da ily lives.

Le t peace re ign among us and hatred be extingu ished
from our hearts.

The Secre tary , reading:

Sena tor Edgardo J . Angara.......................... Presen t

Sena tor Teresa Aqu ino-Ore ta ……… . . …….....Presen t
Sena tor Joker P. Arroyo............................... Presen t

Senator Rober t Z. Barbers........................... Present
Senator Rodol foG. B iazon.......................….Presen t

Sena tor Nol i "Kabayan" De Cas甘o...……....Presen t

Sena tor Lu isa "Lo i " P. Ejerc i to Es trada........ Presen t
Sena tor Juan M. Flav ier............................... Presen t
Sena tor Gregor io B. 1-Ionasan..................... Absen t

Sena tor Robe rt S. "JAWO" Jaworsk i …......Presen t
Sena tor Pan filo M. Lacson.......................... Presen t

Sena tor Loren B. Legarda..................... …....Presen t

Sena tor Ramon B. Magsaysay J r. . . .. … . … . ….Presen t

Sena tor John Henry R. Osm呻a.… · … … . . …...Presen t *

Sena tor Serg io R. Osm呻a Ill....................... Absent
Sena tor Franc is N. Pang il inan...................... Presen t
Sena torAqu il ino Q . P imentel J r. ……… … . …..Presen t
Sena tor Ralph G. Rec to................................ Presen t
Sena tor Ramon B. Rev illa......…...................Absen t
Sena tor V icen te C. So tto III............….........Presen t
Sena torManuel B. V illar Jr. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Presen t
The Pres iden t .. . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Presen t

The Pres iden t. W i th 18 senators presen t , there is a quorum.
The Major i ty Leader is recogn ized.

This we ask in Your Name.

Amen.

THE JOURNAL
(Cons idera t ion Deferred)

Sena tor Legarda. M r. Pres iden t , I move tha t we de fer the
cons idera tion and approval o f the Journal o f the 11 th sess ion a t
a la ter hour because i t is s till be ing fina lized.

The Pres iden t. Is there any objec t ion? [Silence_丿There
be ing none, cons idera tion and approval o f the Journal o f the
prev ious sess ion is deferred to a la ter hour

Sena tor Legarda. M r. Pres iden t , l ask tha t we recogn ize Sen.
Teresa Aqu ino-Ore ta on a po in t o f personal and collec t ive
priv ilege.

The Pres iden t. Can the Recordre f1ec t thematter o fpersonal
priv ilege wh ich the sena tor w ishes to be recogn ized?

平Arr ived a fter the roll c ::ill
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Wednesday, August 20, 2003
邸CORD OF THE SENATE S. No. 2155 011 Second Reading

Reorgan iza t ion, on ~=na te B ill No. 2637, w iths
Legarda, Angara and PImen tel Jr. as au thors theree0；勹芦芦ren

ANACTPRESCRIBINGTHEUSEOFPHILIPPINE
TROPICALFABRICANDDYESFOROFFICIAL
UNIFORMS OF PUBLIC OFFICIALS AND
EMPLOYEESANDFOROTHERPURPOSES·,

recommendmg1 tsapproval insubstimtionofSena teBdlNos.663
and 2249, tak ing into cons idera t ion House B ill No. 597-·7_

Sponsors: Sena tors Legarda, Angara and P imentel Jr.

The Pres iden t. To the Calendar for Ord ina1-y Bus iness

The _s_ecr~ ta~y . Committee Repor t No. 264, prepared and
submitt_:d b~ tl:e c_~mn~i~ee on Fore ign Relations,-on-Proposed
Senate Resolu tion No. 663, ent i tled

RESOLUTIONCONCURRING INTI-IERATIFICATION
OF THE REGIONAL CONVENTION ON THE
RECOGN1TIONOF STUDIES, DIPLOMASAND
DEGREES IN HIGHER EDUCATION IN ASIA
ANDTHE PACIFIC,

recommend ing i ts approval w i thou t amendments.

Sponsor: Sena tor V illar J r.

The Presiden t. To the Calendar for Ord inary Bus iness. The
Major i ty Leader is recogn ized.

BILLON SEC01\TD READING
S. No. 2155-Magna Car ta for theWorldng Ch ild

(Con t inua t ion)

Sena tor Legarda. M r. Pres iden t , I move tha t we resume
cons idera tion oFSena te B ill No. 2 I 55 as reported ou t under
Commi ttee ReportNo. 52.

The Pres iden t . Is there any objec tion? [Silence] There be ing
none, resumption o fcons ideration o fSena te B仆INo.2155 isnow
in orde r.

Sena torLegarda. Wearem the penodofmdmdualamend
men ts. I ask tha t the sponsor, Sen. Ramon B. Magsaysay Jr., be
recogn ized.

The Pres iden t. Sen. Ramon B. Magsaysay Jr. is recogn ized.

Sena tor Legarda. To in订oduce ~1er 111
ind iv idual amendmen ts,

l ask tha t Scn. Teresa Aqumo-Ore ta be recogmzed.

The Pres iden t . Sen. TeresaAqu ino-Ore ta isrecogn ized for
the period of ind iv idual amendmen ts.

Sena torMagsaysay . We are ready, Mr. Pres ident.

AQUINO-ORETA AMENDMENTS

SenatorAqu ino-Oreta. Mr. Pres iden t , on page 2, l ine 6....

The ~res iden t. For tl1e record, are we looking a t the amended
copy as ofAugus t 19, 2003?

Sena tor Aqu ino-Ore ta. Yes, Mr. Pres iden t , the amended
copy as ofAugus t 19, 2003.

The Pres iden t. Please proceed.

Sena tor Aqu ino-Oreta. On page 2, l ine 6, le tter(a), change
"Child labor" to Child WORK.

Sena tor Magsaysay. Is i t on page 2?

The Pres iden t. On page 2, l ine 6, the proposed amendmen t is
to change "labor" to WORK.

Sena torAqu ino-Orcta. No, the de fin i t ion, M r. Pres iden t.

The Pres iden t. Yes, tha t is r igh t , the de fin i t ion.

Sena tor Aqu ino-Orc ta. "Ch ild labor re fers to anywork", e t
ce tera.

The Pres iden t. The proposal is to change "Ch ild labor" to
Ch ildWORK.

Sena tor Aqu ino-Orc ta. No, de fine "Ch ild labor".

Sena tor Magsaysay . I move tha t we suspend the sess ion for
one minu te because my vers ion here has no t been upda ted to
Augus t 19. We are now ge tt ing the amended copy as o fAugus t

19.

Sena tor Aqu ino-Ore ta. All ri gh t.

Sena tor Magsaysay . We are now ready, M r. Pres iden t.

The Pres iden t. Maybe Sena tor Aqu ino-Ore ta can re i tera te
her proposed amendmen t .

Sena tor Aqu ino-Ore ta. M r. P代s iden t , on page 2, Sec t ion 3,
“DejimtIOII OJTerms”, lc t ter(a) We arc proposmg the following·
Ch ild WORK refers to anyECONOMIC ac t iv i tyDONE by a ch ild
BELOW EIGHTEEN (18)YEARSOLD.
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Sena tor Magsaysay . The cha ir regre ts no t to accept th is on
the bas is tha t the ILO has the same s tandard de fin i tion us ing the
term "Ch ild labor", M r. Pres iden t.

Sena tor Aqu ino-Oreta. Do we have to follow tha t, M r.
Pres iden t? We are making our own law.

Sena tor Magsaysay . But th is is a measure tha t is interna t ional
in scope and we would like to harmonize w i th the accepted
s tandard de fin i tion and te兀n o f the Interna t ional Labor Organ iza
tion, M r. Pres iden t.

The Pres iden t. The Cha ir also no tes tha t on line 8, "Ch ild"
is a person below 18 years o f age. So does i t no t capture also the
amendmen t proposed by Sena tor Aqu ino-Ore ta?

SUSPENSION OF SESSION

The sess ion is suspended for one minu te, i f there is no
objec t ion. [There was 11011e.}

/(W(1.\'4:58 p.111.

RESU如TION OF SESSION

Ar 4:59 p.11 1. , the sess ion was resumed

The Pres iden t. The sess ion is resumed. Sena tor Aqu ino
Orc ta is recogn ized.

Sena tor Aqu ino-Ore ta. M r. Pres iden t , we w ill accept"Ch ild
labor".

Sena tor Magsaysay . May I also welcome the w i thdrawal o f
tha t amendmen t , M r. Pres iden t , because we are no t aga ins t ch ild
,~ork; we are aga ins t ch ild labor because ch ild work is l i gh t work.
Ch ildren learn to take respons ib i lity . They respec t r i ghts-to heal th
and educa t ion—occas ional, l igh t and lega l. Wh ile ch ild labor is
ha~ar~~us w?rk_so i t explo i ts h im. There is a depr iva tion o frigh ts
to hea lth and educa t ion because o f long hours of work wh ic}1 is
illega l. So, there is tha t de fin i tion.

Thank you, M r. Pres iden t. We w ill stick to the in terna t ional
s tandard or nom1.

~e~a t~r ~qu ino-Ore ta. On page 5, M r. Pres iden t , i t reads
“SEC. 4. Rlgh ts oJ [he Workmg ClIIKI. (a) To be prowded a
s tandard o f lwmg tha t would support lns/her...“e t ce tela, up to
“SOClal developmen t” . Maywe add a new provlSIOn wluch reads·
(B)TO RESTAND LEISURE,TOENGAGEIN PLAYAND
RECREATIONALACTIV1TIESAPPROPRlATETOTHEAGE
OFTHECHILD.
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Sena tor Magsaysay . So, the lady sena tor wan ts a new sub
sec t ion (B), M r. Pres iden t?

Sena tor Aqu ino-Ore ta. Yes. A fter le tter (a), we add th is
ins tead o f the le tter (b) here wh ich reads: "To pro tec tion aga ins t

all forms o fexplo i ta t ion".

Sena tor Magsaysay . It is accepted, M r. Pres iden t.

The Pres iden t. Is i t a new subsec tion (B) or to be added to the
ex is t ing subsec tion (b)?

Sena tor Aqu ino-Oreta. No, a new subsec t ion (B) and then
the (b) there becomes (c). Then re le tter the subsequent subsec
t ions.

The Pres iden t. All r igh t. Is there any objection? [Sile11cej
There be ing none, the amendment is approved. The Secre tary is
d irected to re le tter the subsequent subsections (b), (c), e t ce tera.

Sena tor Aqu ino-Oreta. On page 7, Sec t ion 8, l ine 11.

Sena torMagsaysay . Again, M r. Pres iden t.

Sena tor Aqu ino-Oreta. On page 7, Sec tion 8, line 14. Sorry .

The Pres iden t. Please proceed.

Sena tor Aqu ino-Oreta. On l iI1e 14, a fter the ·words "min imum
wage", inse rt thepl1rase PREYAlLING INTI-IEREGION.So, i tnow
reads: "The work ing ch ild shall be en titled to a t leas t the prescribed
minimumwage PREYAILING IN THEREGION and to personally
rece ive h is/her wage."

Sena torMagsaysay . It is accepted, M r. Pres iden t.

Tl~e Pres iden t. Is there any objec tion? [Silence] There be ing
none, the amendmen t is approved.

S~na tor Aqu ino-Orc ta. On page 9, the word''hazardous" is
enough. I t reads: "hazardous or is ha;m和I to the ch ild's hea lth… ”

The Pres iden t. Wha t l ine, Sena tor Aqu ino-Ore ta'?

Sena tor Aqu ino-Ore ta. This is l ine 16.

The Pres iden t . Please proceed.

Sena torAqu ino-Orc ta. Can we rcplacc the word”halmful”
WI thDETRIMENTAL?—“hazardousonsDETRlMENTAL io tl记

ch ild's hea lth... "
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Sena tor Magsaysay . We have no objec tion, M r. p res ident.

ThePres ident Is thereanyobJCChon? [&lenceJTherebemg
none, the amendmen t is approved.

Se~a:or Aqu ino-Ore ta. M r. Pres ident , maywe go now to the
shor t t i tle?

The Pres iden t . There nnght be other amendments ye t . So,
may we please de fer the same.

Sena tor Aqu ino-Oreta. I have no more amendments, M r.
Pres iden t.

The P_rcs iden t . Are there o ther amendments, MadamMajor
i ty Leader?

Sena tor Legarda. I ask tha t Sen. No li de Castro be recognized
firs t ; then Sen. Aqu i lino Q. P imen tel Jr. , Sen. V icente C. So tto III
and th is representa t ion, in tha t order for the amendments.

The Pres iden t. All r ight. And then Sena torAqu ino-Ore ta for
the t i tle o f the measure.

Sena tor De Cas tro may proceed.

DE CASTRO AMENDMENTS

Sena tor De Cas tro. Tha咄 you, Mr. Pres ident. On page 8,
Sec t ion 14, l ine 19, add a new sentence to read as follows:
PROVIDED THAT NOTMORE THAN TWENTY PERCENT
(20%) OF THE CHILD'S INCOME MAY BE USED FOR THE
COLLECTIVE NEEDS OF THE FAMILY.

So, M r. Pres iden t , Sec tion 14 would read: "SEC. 14. Owner
珈jJ and Usage of the Working Ch ild's Income. - The wages,
salar ies, earn ing and o ther income o f the work ing child shall
belong to h i m/her in O\vt1ersh ip and shall be se t as ide pr imar ily for
the ch ild's support , educa tion or sk ills acqu is i t ion and seco~~
ar i ly to the coll-e~ tive needs o fthe fam ily, PROVIDEDTI-IATNOT
MORE THAN TWENTY PERCENT (20%) OF THE CHILD'S
INCOME MAy BE USED FOR THE COLLECTIVE NEEDS
OF THE FAMILY. ' '

The Pres iden t . Wha t does the sponsor say?

Sena tor Magsaysay . We have no objec t ion. It is accep ted,
M r. Pres iden t.

The Pres iden t. Is there any objec tion? [Silencel There be ing
none, the amendmen t is approved.

~c1~a torDe Cas{ro. On the same page, Sec t ion 16, line 25, we
would like t

0?rop~se an amendmen t to the amendmen t. I propose
to further reduce the amount s ta ted there in from "TWO HUN-
DREDTHOUSANDPESOS(P200,000)“ toFIFTYTHOUSAND
PESOS(P50,000).

~us t to b~ cons is tent w i th Article No. 225 of the Family Code
wlnch s ta tes in part:“Where the marke t value o f the proper ty or
the annual income of the chdd exceeds P50,000, the paren t con
cemed shall be requ ired to furn ish a bond i~ su~h ar~oun t as the
court may de te而ne, bu t no t less than ten percen t (10%) of the
value of ~he property or annual income to guarante~ the,perfor
rnance of the obl iga tions prescribed for ge~eral guard ian~."

By lowering the amoun t , M r. Pres iden t , the interes t o f the
ch_ild would be be tter protec ted. And th is would further g ive
subs tance to the declared pol icy under Sec tion 2 of th is b ill :

Sena tor Magsaysay . The M inor i ty Leader amended the
amount from the original PS00,000 to P200,000 which the cha ir
accepted yes terday.

So, I would l ike to ask the sena tor from Cebu and Quezon
C i ty…

The Pres iden t. Be fore tha t , theCha irwould l ike to remind our
colleagues that th is requ ires go ing to court. The lower the amount
to impose, the more ins tances the paren ts would be requ ired to go
to court. The more ins tances would they need to h ire a lawyer to
file a pe ti tion in court.

So the Cha ir does no t know whe ther we would wan t a
s i t1ia tion tha t every time there is income, one would go to the
Regional Tr ial Court to file a pe t i t ion. In the firs t place, PS0,000
is no t wi th in the jurisd ic t ion o f the Regional Trial Court in case o f
money cla ims. It is much h igher than tha t. So the Cha ir is jus t

po in t ing that ou t to our good colleagues.

Sena tor So tto. M r. Pres iden t.

The Pres iden t. Sen. V icente C. So tto III is recogn ized.

Sena tor So tto. I am glad tha t the Cha ir po in ted tha t ou t. I am
ac tually in a quandary w i th th is proposal because, prec isely, the
o ther day, when we proposed th is, we h..--now tha t PS00,000 is a b i t
too h igh. Bu t we though t tha t a P200,000 compromise would be
be tte r. Bu t a t PS0,000, to be cons is ten t w i th the Fam ily Code, I
really would l ike to subm i t to the Body ins tead because i t ex is ts
as far as the Family Code is concerned. So why do we need i t here?
I mean, I do no t know. Probably I would leave i t to the con邯i ttee
cha ir, Mr. Pres iden t. I have already espoused my proposal then
and why . So I w ill leave i t to the cha ir a t th is po in t.
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Sena tor P imen tel. M r. Pres iden t.

The Pres iden t. Sen. Aquil ino Q . P imen tel Jr. is recognized.

Sena tor P imen te l. M r. Pres ident , in our d iscuss ion on this
issue sometime ago, I have alwaysma inta ined tha t the relationsh ip
be tween paren t ;nd child should no t be d ic ta ted by lega~ P!o: i
s ions o th~r than those tha t are already found in the C iv il Code.

In o therwords, generally speak ing, i t looks veryma ter ial is tic,
to say the leas t , for the law tha t we are cra fting to requ ire parents
to pos t a bond for the income ofhis ch ild. To my mind, tha t smacks
ofd istrust ofparental respons ib il i ty over the ch ild, Mr. Pres ident.
Tha t rela tionsh ip should be governed by love, no t by legal
prov is ions. And i f i t is somehow transgressed by the parent , then
there are remed ies for tha t. The C iv il Code already prov ides
remed ies when people abuse or misuse mon ies tha t do no t belong
to them. Moreover, I th ink tha t under the general princ iples in the
Fam ily Code where the DSWD is also author ized to look a fter the
wel fare ofch ildren, there migh t be no need anymore for th is kind
o fa prov is ion because, as the Pres iden t also po in ted ou t , th is only
makes l i fe more d i fficu lt for the parents involved to have to ask the
se r.r ices o f a la,vyer for purposes o fmaking them pay for a bond.
Th is is really an impos i tion tha t , I th ink, has no place in a soc ie ty
l ike ours par t icularly because, as I sa id earl ier, there are already
laws tha t pro tec t income ofch ildren from misuse by o ther people,
includ ing the paren ts. So, my proposal is to s trike ou t the whole
sec t ion.

SUSPENSION OF SESSION

Sena tor Magsaysay . May we ask fora one-minu te suspen
s ion o f the sess ion, M r. Pres iden t.

The Pres iden t. The sess ion is suspended for one minu te, i f
there is no objec t ion. [There was none.}

It \ \/C!S 5: I I p.111

RESUMPTION OF SESSION

A t 5: 14 p.111., the sess ion was resumed.

The. Pr~s iden t. The sess ion is resumed. Sena tor De Cas tro
is recogn ized.

Sena torDeCas tro. Mr.Preslden t,IwI thdrawmyamendmen t
on l ine 25, Sec t ion 16, o fpage 8.

The Pres iden t. All r igh t. The amendmen t is wi thdrawn.

Sena tor Magsaysay . I t is accepted, M r. Pres iden t.
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The Pres iden t. Is there any other amendmen t from Sena tor
DeCas甘o?

Sena torDe Castro. Yes, M r. Pres ident, after…

The Pres iden t. Why do we no t finish Sena tor De Castro's
amendments firs t and then the Cha ir will recogn ize Sena tor
P imentel?

Sena tor DeCas tro. All r igh t. Thankyou, Mr. Pres ident. On
the same page, l ine 5,…

The Pres iden t. Wha t page? Is i t the same page? We are on
page 8.

Sena tor De Cas tro. On page 16,—
The Pres iden t. Page 16.

Senator De Castro. —l ine 10,Section 14.

The Pres iden t. On l ine 10. All right.

Sena torDeCas tro. Onpage 16, l ine 10, Sec tion 14, as s tated
there in, should read as Section 13.

The Pres iden t. The copy that we are us ing for purposes of
the amendmen t is tha t of Augus t 19, 2003. The Cha ir was
wondering ifSena torDe Castro may have a d i fferent copybecause
page 16 perta ins to d i fferent sec tions. What sec t ion is Sena tor
De Cas tro…

Sena tor De Cas tro. Sec tion 14, M r. Pres ident.

The Pres iden t . Sec tion 14. So, i t should be l ine 16 on
page 8.

Sena tor De Cas tro. No. Page 16, l ine IO.

The Pres iden t. Page 16. All righ t.

~~~~ tor De Cas tro. L ine 10. Sec tion 14 should read as
SECTION 13, Mr. Pres iden t.

The Pres iden t. All r igh t.

~en.':torMagsaysay . Regula ting the hours o fwork re fers to
Sec tion 13.

The Pres iden t. All righ t.

Sena torMagsaysay . Hoursofworko ftheworhngclUld,Mr.
Pres1den t . I t is accepted, Mr. Pres iden t .
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The Pres iden t . Is there any objec tion? [&leIIcel There
be ing none, the amendmen t is approved.

Sena torDeCas tro. On thesame page,l ine l7,Sec tion23,as
s ta ted there in, should read as SECTION 25.

Sena tor Magsaysay . It is accep ted, M r. Pres ident.

The Pre_s iden t. ~s ther~ any objection? [Silence] There
be ing none, the amendment is approved.

Sena to_r D~ Ca_s~ro. ?n the same page, line 20, Sec tion29, as
s ta ted there in, should read as SECTION 30.

Sena tor Magsaysay . It is accepted.

The Pres iden t. Is there any objec t ion? [Silence] There
be ing none, the amendment is approved.

Sena tor De Cas tro. On the same page also, l ine 23, Sec tion
30, as s ta ted there in, should read as SECTION 31.

Sena tor Magsaysay . It is accep ted.

The Pres iden t. Is there any objec t ion? [Sile11ce] There
be ing none, the amendmen t is approved.

Sena tor De Cas tro. And on page 17, line 1, Sec t ion 31, as
s ta ted there in, should read as SECTION 32.

Sena tor Magsaysay . It is accep ted.

The Pres iden t . Is there a r.1· objec tion? [Silence} There
be ing none, the amendment is approved.

Sena torDe Cas tro. On the samepage, l ine 5, Section 36, insert
the phrase IF ANY between the words "appl icable" and "be". On
the same page, sec t ion and l ine, dele te the word "further".

So, Sec t ion 36 would read: "Co111111u11;ty Serv;cefor Par~'.r ts
伈ola t i;,g rlze Provis ions of Th is Act . - Any paren t or g~a~? i~n
found g; ilty o f -v i~la t ing \he prov is ions o f th i_s_~~t..~h?ll, ~n
add山on to the prescnbed penalnes apphcable, IF ANY, be re
quIred to rendercommum tyserwce ofone (l) mon thand one (l)
day to one (1) year: Prowded, Tha t thc maxImum length of
commumlyserwceshall be imposedon paren tsor guardlanswho
have repe; t~dly v iola ted the prov is ions o f th is Ac t. "

Sena tor Magsaysay . I t is accep ted.

The Pres iden t. Is there any objec t ion·:? [Silence} There

be ing none, the amendmen t is approved.

Senator De Cas tro. Thank you, M r. Pres iden t. Tha t is al l.

Sena torMagsaysay . Thank you, M r. Pres iden t.

T~e ~res iden t. Sen. Aqu il ino Q. P imentel Jr. is now
recogn ized.

Senator P imentel. Thank you very much, M r. Pres iden t.

M r. Pres ident, on page 3, under letter (g)…

The Pres iden t. On l ine 12?

Sena tor P imentel. On l ines 16 up to 20.

The Pres iden t. All r igh t.

Sena tor P imen tel. W ill the sponsor k indly explain wha t is
meant by"Charg ing a ch ild... any amount or cons idera tion grea ter
than tha t spec i fied in the schedule ofallowable fees prescribed by
the Secre tary ofLabor and Employment"?

The source ofmy confus ion, M r. Pres iden t , is tha t , i t appears
tha t in this particular sec tion tha t we are read ing, the ch ild
is be ing made to pay some th ing tha t is grea ter than the schedule
of allowable fees. What fees are we talking abou t here? I th ink,
s ince th is pa rticular b ill would impose penal sanc tions, i t is
important tha t we clar i fy th ings so tha t in the prosecu tion of
v iola tors, a t leas t , they would know wha t they are be ing charged
wi th.

SUSPENSION OF SESSION

Sena torMagsaysay . Maywe have a minute suspens ion, M r.

Pres iden t?

The Pres iden t. Is there any objec tion? [Silence} There be ing
none, the sess ion is suspended for one minu te.

It was 5:20 p.m

RESUMPTION OF SESSION

A t 5:21 p.111., the sess ion was resumed.

The Pres iden t. The sess ion is resumed. Sen. Ramon B.
Magsaysay Jr . is recogn ized.

Sena tor Magsaysay . The waywe look a t thi ~ , M r. Pres iden t ,
we are look ing a t a ch ild be ing explo i ted by, le t us say, an
employmen t agency charg ing h i~ o: her a~:xc~ss amou.n t tha t
go~s b~yond wha t the secre tary o fLabor and Employmen t has se t

as s tandards.
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The Pres iden t. If the Cha ir may help .

Sena torMagsaysay . Yes, M r. Pres iden t.

The Pres iden t. The gen tleman fromCagayan de Oro will no te
tha t th is falls under the cap tion "Unlawful Recru i tmen t ofCh i ! 

dren."

Sena tor P imen te l. Yes, M r. Pres iden t.

The Pres iden t. And l ine 16 would cons ider i t as an unlawful
recru i tmen t i f the agen t would charge a ch ild or rece ive from the
ch ild一presumably t i订ough a guard ian—a fee h igher than the
schedule wh ich the Deparnnen t ofLabor and Employmen thas se t.
The Cha ir assumes tha t there is a schedule in the Departmen t of
Labor and Employmen t for recru i tment fees. And i f the ch ild,
through the guard ian, is charged a fee h igher than the schedule
prescr ibed, then tha t is cons idered as an unlawful recru itmen t o f
ch ildren. Tha t is how the Cha ir unders tands th is provis ion.

Sena tor Magsaysay . Tha t is also in harmony wi th wha t we
in terpre t i t to be, because the Departmen t o f Labor and Employ
men t is oversee ing such ac t iv i ties on the work ing ch ild.

The Pres iden t. Yes.

Sena tor P imen te l. In e ffec t , therefore, Mr. Pres iden t , i f tha t
in te1pre ta t ion is correc t, i t has to do only w i th ge tt ing the ch ild to
work, le t us say, tl1rough an employmen t agency tha t would
deman~ p~ymen t from those who i twould recon血end for employ
men t . Is tha t wha t the gen tleman is saying here?

Sena tor Magsaysay . An agency or even h is parents.

S_en'.1 tor P im_cn te l. Exac tly, tha t is wha t I am trying to make
cle~r in rhe 比CO i句us t who the parties are covered,;er; bee~~~~
we have to spec i fy who are we mak ing l iable under th is prov i·;;~;1~

s.en.a_tor 1:1agsays_ay . For tha t ma tter, I be lieve tha t the ch ild's
paICn ts, lnsorher gua心anor guardmns, and 1fthereIS a thlfd party
such as an agency lS Involved, any o f these who are overseemg
the clnld's serwce bemg prowded, le t us say, en tertalnmen t or
muslC,arehableandcommH tmganunlawful parto ftlns prov is10n,
M r. Pres iden t .

Sena tor Magsaysa~.. T~ is i ~ _an inpu t o f the Departmen t o f
Labor and Employmen t , M r. Pres iden t.

Sena tor P imen te l. . In wl_1 ich ca~se,~r. Pre~iden t , probably, we
have to recas t the open in_g c_lause f~om-~e tter (g) so tha t we ~~ f~;
to persons do ing tl~is particular ac t. In :ffec t , we are pena liz ing a-~
ac t w i thou t any refere~~e- to_ a pers~n. _I n:iean, we are talk ing her~
ofa penal prov is ion wh ich dema~d_s cl~r i ty in terms ofwords a~d
express ions so tha twe can properly implemen t the law. Tha t is why
Iwasask ing . Maybe theycopled th is fromsomelegisla tion.They
m i gh t as well come clean and tell us where they cop ied i t from 5~
tha t we can...

Sena tor Magsaysay . We have no objec tion to the d is tin
gu ished sena tor's proposal tha t_we be more spec i fic espec ially on
the ti tle. There are certa in ind iv iduals'concern on this fo~ an
improved in terpre ta t ion. We have no objec t ion, Mr. Pres iden t.

SUSPENSION OF SESSION

Sena tor Legarda. I move tha twe suspend the sess ion for one
minu te, Mr. Pres ident.

The Pres iden t . The sess ion is suspended for one minu te, i f
there is no objec t ion. [There was none.}

It was 5:26p.m.

RESUMPTION OF SESSION

A t 5:29 p.111., tlze session was resumed.

The Pres iden t . The sess ion is resumed.

Sena torMagsaysay . rwill a甘emp t to answer the ques t ion of
the sena tor from Cagayan de Oro and- M indanao.

~r. Pres iden t, th is particular prov is ion, subparagraph (g) ,
referring toUnla呻lRecm itmentofCh ildren, isan inpu t from the
~~reau o fLocal Employmen t (BLE) and also, from th'e Bureau of
"!_omen and Young W~rkers.'Th is, is one.o f th;·u~lawful ac ts
falhngunder theUnlawfulRecm itmentofCh ildren,subparagraph
(g) .

S;.na to: P imen te l. For the record, Mr. Pres iden t
know f10m the sponsol where was tlllS copled from? Is ;h勹二
law elsewhcre m the world where tlns was cop ied from? I t IS
posslble tha t tlus was JUs t h ftcd from an exlShng p1ece oflegIsla
tion and, WI thou t 1eference to the pren11SCS, tlns
confuse people ra theI than clar i fy theIr ngh ts and勹}uld tend to
tIOns. 1eIr obhga-
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There are ins tances, M r. Pres iden t , tha t when some recru i t

:~~~.a,gen~ ies, _no t necessarily the paren ts or the lawful guard ians,
血gh tbechargmgmore than wha thasbeenapprovedby theBLE,
theBureauofWomenandCh ildren,YoungWorkersor theDOLE,
tha t w ill need such a pIOVISlOn to fall back on m order to pro tec t
the work ing ch ild.

Th~e Pres iden t . May I also inv i te the a tten t ion ofthe Chamber
to the fac t tha t under Secnon 1 9 o f thlS measure,“Unlawful
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Recru i tmen t o_fCh ildren," i_fit in.volves three ormore ch ildren, i twill
be conSIdered as econonnc sabo tage comm i tled m a large scale
;~n ishable by li fe impr isonmen t under Sec t ion 33.

Scna torP imen tel. Yes,Mr. Pres1den t . lamvelyso兀y tosay
曲s, bu t th i~ _b ill ~v ill.?ever.pass as-~ b ill tha t penal i~es p;opl~~ Jl
mcan,shouldno tbeallowed to pass thewaymsworded. Iamvery
sorry to say ~h i ~ ~~~ause I l~ ink there is_ a need to t ighten up th~
word ing of the b ill in many ins tances. Obv iously, th is was done
by nonlawyers probabl~. I d_o no t know. I am sorry, but the
sponsor has no th ing to do w ith the ir work. I am jus t pu tt ing on
record...

勹
Sena tor Magsa~say . I unders tand, M r. Pres iden t. We might

as well suspend on th is bas is so tha t the lawyers and those,;ho
are concerned can have ano ther look a t the issue.

SUSPENSION OF CONSIDERATION OF S. NO. 2155

So I move tha t we suspend cons idera tion of the b ill on
ind iv idual amendments.

The Pres iden t. All r igh t. Upon motion o fthe sponsor, is there
any objec t ion? [S ilence} There be ing none, cons idera tion of the
measure is suspended.

BILLON SECOND READING
S. No. 2395''Magna Car ta for Sen ior C i t izens"

(Con tinua tion)

Sena tor Legarda. M r. Pres ident , I move tha t we resume
cons idera tion o f Sena te B ill No. 2395 as reported ou t under
Comm i t tee ReportNo. 89.

The Pres iden t . Is there any objec t ion? [Silence} There
be ing none, resumption o f cons idera tion of Sena te B ill No. 2395

now in orde r.

Sena tor Legarda. We are in the per iod of inte1-pella t ions. I
ask tha t we recogn ize the sponsor, Sen. No li "Kabayan" De
Cas tro.

SUSPENSION OF THE SESSION

The Pres iden t . Be fore we recognize Sen. Nol i "Kabayan" De
Cas trn, the sess ion is suspended for one 血nu te, i t there is no
objec t ion. [There was none.}

ft was 5:32 p.11 1.

旺SUMPTION OF SESSION

A t 5:33 p.11 1. , the sess ion was res11111ed.

逊
、

The Pres iden t. The sess ion is resumed.

~~,.n:: tor L-~~arda. M r. Pres iden t , I ask tha twe recogn ize Sen.
Noh“Kabayan“DeCaslTO. Wearem the pcr iodo fintcrpella tions.
To m terpella te, l ask tha twerecogmze lheMmor i tyLeader, Sen.
V icen te C. Sotto III.

Tl~e Pres iden t. The M inor i ty Leader, V icente C. So tto III, is
recogn ized.

Sena tor So tto. Thank you, M r. Pres iden t. W ill the d is t in
gu ished gentleman, sponsor o fthe measure, Sena te B ill No. 2395,
under Comm i ttee Repor tNo. 89, please favor us w i th a number o f
clar i fica tions, M r. Pres iden t?

Sena tor De Cas tro. W ill ingly, M r. Pres iden t.

Sena tor So tto. M r. Pres ident , a t the momen t, there is already
an ex is ting law, Republ ic Ac tNo. 7432, wh ich gran ts bene fi ts and
spec ial pr iv ileges to sen ior c i tizens. Republ ic Ac t No. 7432 was
passed in Apr il of 1992 under the able sponsorsh ip o four d is tin
gu ished colleague from Quezon, Sen. Edgardo J. Angara. I was
pr iv ileged to be there in that Congress, the N inth Congress, when
we passed th is.

May we ask the d is tingu ished sponsor why we are amend ing
the law? Is there some th ing de fic ien t in the ex is ting law?

Sena tor De Cas tro. Mr. Pres iden t , I agree w i th the good
sena tor tha t RA No. 7432 has been verymuch, as a ma tter of fac t ,
e ffec t ive. Dah il 111 ily1m 一m ilyon na ting kababaya11g sen ior c i t i 
zens are already enjoying the bene fi ts and pr iv ileges under
Republ ic Ac tNo. 7432.

The commi ttee, M r. Pres iden t , dur ing the hear ing, also con
s idered the ques t ions propounded by the good sena to r. The
comm i ttee found ou t tha t RA No. 7432 has already evolved in a
manner tha t the Ph il ippines, by v irtue o f i ts membersh ip in the
Economic and Soc ial Comm iss ion for As ia and Pac i fic or ESCAP,
is comm i tted to implemen t the ac t ions agreed upon in the Macao
Declara tion and Plan o fAc t ion on Aging for As ia and Pac i fic.

There was also a techn ical work ing group headed by the
DSWD wh ich formula ted the 1999~2004 Ph il i ppine Ac t ion for
Older Persons wh ich con ta ins the v is ion for the upl i ftmen t and
developmen t o f older persons, wh ich shall serve as the ma in
ins tr·umen t in implemen t ing our in terna t ional commi tmen ts. Th is
plan addresses the e i gh t ~rcas o f con:c_1~n rela ted to popula t ion
~ging in the Ph il ipp ines. They are as follows:

I. Older persons and the fam il y ;
2. Spec ial pos山ons o f older persons;
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