
＿ ~OF THE SENATE______________

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY. 8, 2007

OPENING OF THE SESSION

At (2:36 ~.m., the ~enate Pres ident, Hon. Manny Villar,
called the sess ion to order.

The Pres iden t. The 65 th sess ion ofthe Th ird Regular Sess ion
of the Th i rteenth Congress is hereby called to order.

Senator Pangilinan. Maywehave theroll call, Mr. Pres ident.

The Pres iden t. Bakagusto ninyo, paramagising, magdasal
muna tayo.

Let us all r ise for a m inute ofs ilent prayer.

PRAYER

Everybody rosefor a m inute ofsilent prayer

ROLL CALL

The Pres iden t. The Secretary w ill please call the rol l.

The Secretary, reading:

Senator Edgardo J. Angara.......................... Presen t
Senator Joker P. Arroyo............................... Presen t
SenatorRodolfoG. B iazon........................…Presen t
Senator Comp的era P ia S. Cayetano... Present
Senator M ir iam Oerensor San t iago..… . … . ….Absen t
Senator Frankl inM. Drilon...........…............Present
Senator J inggoy Ejerc i to Estrada.……..........Presen t
Senator Lu isa "Lo i " P. Ejerc i to Estrada........ Presen t*
Senator Juan Ponce Enrile........................... Presen t
Senator Juan M. Flav ier............................... Present
Senator Richard J . Gordon....................…....Present
Senator Panfilo M. Lacson..… . . . . . ……..........Present
Senator Manuel "L i to" M. Lapid..… . . . . . . . …..Absen t
SenatorAlfredo S. Lim................................. Present *
Senator M. A. Madr igal............................... Presen t
Senator Ramon B. Magsaysay Jr. ……… . . . ….Presen t
Senator Sergio R. Osmefia III....…................Present
Senator K ikoPangil inan.......…....................Presen t
Senator Aqu il inoQ. P imentel Jr. . . . . . . . …........Present
Senator Ralph G. Recto................................ Present
SenatorRa~on Bong Rev illa Jr....…… . . . …....Presen t *
Senator Mar Roxas...................................... Presen t
The Pres iden t . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . . .. . . . . . .. .. .. . . .. . . .. . . . Presen t

The Pres iden t. W ith 18 senators present , the Cha ir declares
the presence o f a quorum.

The Major i ty Leader is recogn ized.

* Arrived a fter the roll call

THE JOURNAL
(Cons ideration Deferred)

~ena tor Pangilinan. Mr. Pres ident, ! move thatwe defer the
read ingandapproval ofthe Journals ofthe 61stsess ion, Janua
3 1,2007; 62ndsess ion, February5,2007;63rdsess ion,Februa:
6, 2007; and the 64th sess ion, February7 and 8, 2007 as theyare
still be ing final ized.

The Pres iden t. Is there any objection? [Silence} There
be ing none, the mot ion is approved.

Sena tor Pangilinan. Mr. Pres iden t, I move that~e proceed
to the Reference of Bus iness.

The Pres iden t. Is there any object ion? [Silence] There
be ing none, the motion is approved.

The Secretaryw ill please read the Reference ofBus iness.

REFERENCEOF BUSINESS

COMMITTEE REPORT

The Secretary. Comm i ttee Report No. 270, prepared and
subm i ttedjo in tly by the Comm i ttees on Econom ic A ffa irs; Local
Government ; Ways and Means; and Fina 『 ice; on Senate B ill No.
2598 w i th SenatorsMarRoxas, Lim and Dr ilon as authors thereof,
en t i tled

AN ACT ESTABLISHING A SPECIAL ECONOMIC
ZONEINTHEPROVINCEOfEASTERNSAMAR,
CREATINGFORTHEPURPOSETHEEASTERN
SAMAR SPECIAL ECONOMIC ZONE
AUTHORITY, APPROPRIATING FUNDS
THEREFORANDFOROTHERPURPOSES,

recommend ing i ts approval in subs t itu t ion ofHouse B illNo. 5308.

Sponsor: Senator Roxas

The Pres iden t. To the Calendar for Ord inary Bus iness

Senator Pangilinan. Mr. Pres ident, before we proceed, I
move that we defer the read ing of the Reference ofBus iness to a
later hour to give way to some of the pend ing measures that we
need to act on Th ird Read ing .

The Pres iden t. Is there any object ion? [Silence] There
be ing none, the mot ion is approved.

SUSPENSION OF SESSION

Senator Pangilinan. Mr. Pres iden t , I move thatwe suspend
the sess ion for one m inu te.
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a) To in t im idate or force a publ ic soc ial worker to
subm i t valuable documents that w ill v iolate the
pr inc i ples ofconfiden t ial i ty ofrecords agreed upon
between h i m/her and the cl ien tele groups: Provided,
Thatthe release ofsuch documents shall be approved
by the cl ients concerned and shall redound to the ir
soc ial well-be ing, and upon cou rt order;

b) To prevent a publ ic soc ial worker from uphold ing
and applying the bas ic soc ial work pr inc i ples in
carryingoutthe programs and serv ices for the target
cl ien t groups of the soc ial work agency ;

c) To int im idate in order to encourage or d iscourage
membersh i p in any soc ial work organ izat ion orun ion;

d) To prevent a publ ic soc ial worker from carrying out
h is/her dut ies and funct ions in the soc ial work
organ izat ion or un ion or to penal ize the publ ic soc ial
worker for any lawful act ion performed in that
capac i ty;

e) To make calculated harassmen t and interference
w i th the in tent ion of intim idat ing or preven t ing the
publ ic soc ial worker from perform ingh is du t ies and
func t ions;

t) To make calculated harassment aga inst, or, to
transfer, penal ize or term inate the serv ices of a
publ ic soc ial worker who is carrying out h is/her
advocacy funct ion role for and in behalf of h is/her
c lien tele groups who are v ict ims ofsoc ial injustice.

SEC. 22. Security of Tenure. - No publ ic soc ial
worker hold ing a permanent pos i t ion shall be term i 
nated except for cause: Provided, That, in the even t the
publ ic soc ial worker is found to be unjus tly d ism issed by
the CSC of the NLRC; as the case may be, he/she shall
be ent itled to re instatemen t w ithou t loss of sen ior i ty
r ights and backwages w i th twelve per cen tum (12%)
in terest to be compu ted from the t ime h is/her
compensat ion was w i thheld from h im/her up to the t ime
of re instatemen t.

SEC. 23. Implementing Rules and Regulations. -
The Soc ial WorkManagement and Consul tat iveCounc i I,
upon consultat ion w i th the Cha irperson o f the Senate
Comm i t tee on Soc ial Jus t ice, Wel fare and Rural
Developmen t and the Cha irperson of the House
Comm ittee on Soc ial Serv ices, shall formulate the
necessary rules and regulat ions, no t incons isten t w i th
any prov is ions of th is law, for the implemen tat ion ofthe

Magna Carta for Pub lic Soc ial Workers. The rules and
regulat ions shall be promulgatedw i th ins ix mon ths from
effectiv i ty of th is Act.

SEC. 24. Penal Provis ion. -Any person who shall
w illfully interfere w i th, restrain or coerce any publ ic
soc ial worker in the exerc ise ofh is/her rights or shall in
any manner comm i t any act in violat ion of any of the
provis ions ofth isAct, upon conv ict ion, shall bepun ished
by a fine of not less than Twenty Thousand Pesos
(P20,000.00) but not more than FortyThousand Pesos
(P40,000.00) or impr isonment ofnot more than one (I)
year, or both, at the d iscret ion ofthe court. Ifthe offender
is a publ ic o ffic ial, the court , in add i t ion to the
abovementioned penalties, may impose the add i t ional
penalty ofd isqual i ficat ion from office.

SEC. 25. Separability Clause. - Ifany provis ion of
th is Act is declared unconst itut ional or inval id, the
remainder thereofnot affected thereby shall con t inue to
be in full force and effect.

SEC. 26. RepealingClause. -All laws, ord inances,
rules and regulat ions, other issuances or parts thereof
wh ich are incons isten tw i th th is law are hereby repealed
or mod i fied accord ingly .

SEC. 27. Ejfectivity. - Th is Act shall take effect
fi fteen (15) days after i ts publ ication in at least two (2)
newspapers of general c irculat ion.

Approved,.

CONFERENCECOMMITTEEREPORT
ONS.N0.2580/H.N0.1214

(Magna Carta forDisabled Persons)

Sena tor Pangil inan. Mr. Pres iden t , another B icameral
Con ference Comm i ttee Report is w i th us. Th is is the report on
the d isagree ing prov is ions ofSenate B ill No. 2580 and House B ill
No. 1214, en t i tled "The Magna Carta for D isabled Persons."

To presen t the report , I ask that Senator Osmefla be
recogn ized.

The Pres iden t . Senator Osmefia is recogn ized.

REPORT OF SENATOR OSMENA III

Sena tor Osmefia II I. Thank you, Mr. Pres iden t.

The Con ference Comm i ttee on the d isagree ing prov is ions of
Senate B ill No. 2580 and House B ill No. 1214, a fterhavingme t and
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Report ofSen. Osme加 If/，
RECORD OF THE SENATE Vo!. IV. No. 65

fully d iscussed the subject matter in a conference, hereby report

to the ir respect ive Houses the following :

I. The ~onferees agreed that the Senate vers ion be used as
the work ing draft.

2. In the reconciled vers ion, an omn ibus amendment was
introduced to replace the phrase "d isabled persons" w i th the
phrase PERSONSWITHDISABILITY.

3. In Sect ion I of the reconc iled vers ion, Sect ion I of the
Senate vers ion was adopted, however, subsect ion (a) under the
new Sect ion 33 was amended to read as follows:

SEC. 33. INCENTIVES-THOSECARINGFORANDLIVING
WITHPERSONSWITHDISABILITYSHALLBEGRANTEDTHE
FOLLOWINGINCENTIVES:

(A) PERSONS WITH DISABILITY SHALL BE
TREATEDASDEPENDENTSUNDERSECTION35(A)
OFTHENATIONAL INTERNALREVENUECODE,AS
AMENDED,ANDAS SUCH, INDIVIDUALTAXPAY
ERSCARINGFORTHEMSHALLBEACCORDEDTHE
PRIVILEGESGRANTEDBYTHECODEINSOFARAS
HAYINGDEPENDENTSUNDERTHESAMESECTION
ARECONCERNED;AND

(8) INDIVIDUALSANDNONGOVERNMENTALIN
STI'flJTIONSESTABLISHINGHOMES,RESIDENTIAL
COMMUNITIESORRETIREMENTVILLAGESWH1CH
ARECONSTRUCTEDSOLELYTOSUITTHENEEDS
ANDREQUIREMENTSOFPERSONSWITHDISABIL
ITYSHALLBEACCORDEDTHEFOLLOWING:

(I) REALTYTAXHOLIDAYFORTHEFIRSTFIVE(5)
YEARSOFOPERATION;AND

(II) PRIORITY IN THE BUILDING AND/OR
MAINTENANCE OF PROVINCIAL OR
MUNICIPAL ROADS LEADING TO THE
AFORESAID HOME, RESIDENTIAL COM
MUNITYORRETIREMENTVILLAGE.

4. In Sect ion 2 of the reconc iled vers ion, Sec t ion 2 of the
Senate vers ion was adopted, however, the new Sec t ions 39 to 42
were amended to read as follows:

SEC.39. PUBLICRID/CULE.-FORPURPOSESOFTHIS
CHAPTER,PUBLICRIDICULESHALLBEDEFINEDASANACT
OFMAKINGFUNORCONTEMPTUOUSLY IMITATINGOR
MAKING MOCKERY OF PERSONS WITH DISABlLITY,
~ETHERINWRITING,INWORDS,ORINACTION,DUETO
THEIR IMPAIRMENT/S.
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SEC. 40. NO INDIVIDUAL, GROUP OR COMMUNITY
SHALL EXECUTE ANY OF THESE ACTS OF RIDICULE
AGAINSTPERSONSWITHDISABILITYINANYTIMEAND
PLACEWHICHCOULD INTIMIDATETHEMORRESULT IN
LOSSOFSELF-ESTEEMOFTHELATTER.

"CHAPTER2.DELIVERANCEFROMVILIFICATION"

SEC.4 1. VIL/FICATION.-FORPURPOSESOFTHISCHAP
TER,VILIFICATIONSHALLBEDEFINEDAS:

A) THE UTTERANCE OF SLANDEROUS AND
ABUSIVESTATEMENTSAGAINSTAPERSON;
AND/OR

B) AN ACTIVITY IN PUBLIC WHICH INCITES
HATREDTOWARDS,SERIOUSCONTEMPTFOR,
OR SEVERE RIDICULE OF PERSONS WITH
DISAB几ITV.

SEC.42. ANYINDIVIDUAL,GROUPORCOMMUNITYIS
HEREBYPROHIBITEDFROMV1LIFYINGANYPERSONWITH
DISABILITYWHICHCOULDRESULTINLOSSOFSELF-ES
TEEMOFTHELATIER."

In case of conflict between the statements/amendmen ts
stated in th is explanat ion and that of the prov is ions of the
consol idated b ill in the accompanying Conference Comm ittee
Report , the prov is ions of the latter shall prevai l.

(Sgd.) FAYSAHRPMDUMARPA
Chairperson, House Panel

(Sgd.) SERGIOR. OSME丸AIII
Chairperson, Senate Panel

APPROVALOFCONFERENCECOMMIITEEREPORT
ON S.NO. 2580/1-I.NO. 1214

I want to thank this Chamber for l isten ing pat iently . I move
thatwe approve theConferenceComm ittee Report , Mr. Pres ident.

Senator Pangilinan. It is so moved, Mr. Pres iden t.

The Presiden t. Is there any objection? [Silence] There
be ing none, the mot ion is appro~ed.

The following is the whole text of the Conference
Comm ittee Report:

EXPLANATION OF THE CONFERENCE COMMITTEE
ON THE DISAGREE爪G PROVISIONS OF

SENATE BILL NO. 2580 AND HOUSE BILL NO. 1214



Thursday, February 8, 2007 RECORD OF THE SENATE
Full Text ofConj. Cllee.

Report on S. No. 2580/H. No.1214

The Con ference Comm i ttee on the d isagree ing
prov is ionofSenateB illNo. 2580 and House B illNo. 1214,
after hav ing met and fully d iscussed the subject matter
in a con ference, hereby repo rt to the ir respect ive Houses
the follow ing ;

I. The con ferees agreed tha t the Senate vers ion be
used as the work ing draft .

2. On the reconc iled vers ion, an omn ibus amendmen t
was in troduced to replace the phrase "d isabled
persons" w i th the phrase "persons w i th d isab ility . "

3. On Sec t ion I ofthe reconc iled vers ion, Sec t ion I of
the Senate vers ion was adopted, however, sub
sec t ion (a) under the new Sect ion 33 was amended
to read as follows:

"SEC. 33. INCENTIVES - THOSE CARING
FORANDLIVfNGWITHTHE PERSONSWITHDIS
ABILITYSHALLBEGRANTEDTHEFOLLOWfNG
INCENTIVES:

"(A)PERSONS WITH DISABILITY SHALL
BETREATEDASDEPENDENTS UNDERSEC
TION 35(A) OF THE NATIONAL INTERNAL
REVENUECODE,AS AMENDED,ANDAS SUCH,
INDIVIDUALTAXPAYERSCARfNGFORTHEM
SHALL BE ACCORDED THE PRIVILEGES
GRANTEDBYTHECODE fNSOFARASHAVfNG
DEPENDENTS UNDER THE SAME SECTION
ARECONCERNED; AND"

”(B)INDIVIDUALS OR NONGOVERNMENTAL
INSTITUTIONS ESTABLISHING HOMES,
RESIDENTIAL COMMUNITIES OR RETIRE
MENTVILLAGESWHICH ARECONSTRUCTED
SOLELY TO SUIT THE NEEDS AND
REQUIREMENTS OF PERSONS WITH DIS
ABILITY SHALL BE ACCORDED THE
FOLLOWING:

(I)REALTYTAXHOLIDAYFORTHE FfRSTFIVE
(5)YEARSOFOPERATION;AND

(II) PRI Q_R iTY IN THE BUILDING AND/OR
MAINTENANCE OF PROVINCIAL OR MUNI
CIPAL ROADS LEADING TOTHE AFORESAID
HOME, RESIDENTIAL COMMUNITY OR
RETIREMENTVILLAGE. ' '

4. On Sec t ion 2 of the recon ciled vers ion, Sec t ion 2
of the Senate vers ion was adopted, however, the new
Sections 39-42 were amended to read as follows:

"SEC.39.PUBLICRJDJCULE.-FORPURPOSES
OFTHIS CHAPTER, PUBLIC RIDICULE SHALL BE
DEFINED AS AN ACT OF MAKING FUN OR
CONTEMPTUOUSLY IMITATING OR MAKING
MOCKERY OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITY,
WHETHER INWRITING, IN WORDS, ORIN ACTION,
DUETOTHEIRIMPAIRMENT/S."

"SEC. 40. NO INDIVIDUAL, GROUP OR
COMMUNITY SHALL EXECUTE ANY OF THESE
ACTS OF RIDICULE AGAINST PERSONS WITH
DISABILITY IN ANY TIME AND PLACE WHICH
COULD INTIMIDATEORRESULTIN LOSSOFSELF
ESTEEMOFTHELATTER.

"CHAPTER2. DELIVERANCE FROM ViLIFICATION"

"SEC.41. VJLIF』rcAT/ON.-FORPURPOSES OF
THIS CHAPTERVILIFICATION SHALL BEDEFINED
AS:

A) THE UTTERANCE OF SLANDEROUS AND
ABUSIVESTATEMENTSAGAINSTAPERSON;AND/
OR

B) AN ACTIVITY IN PUBLIC WHICH INCITES
HATREDTOWARDS,SERIOUSCONTEM叮FOR,OR
SEVERERIDICULEOFPERSONSWITHDISABILITY."

"SEC. 42. ANY INDIVIDUAL, GROUP OR
COMMUNITY IS HEREBY PROHIBITED FROM
VILlFYINGANYPERSONWITHDISABILITYWHICH
COULDRESULTINLOSSOFSELF-ESTEEMOFTHE
LATTER."

In case of con fl ic t be tween the s ta temen ts/
amendments s tated in th is explanat ion and that of the
prov is ions ofthe conso lidated b ill in the accompany ing

• Con ference Comm i ttee Report , the prov is ions of the
latter shall preva i l.

(Sgd.)FAYSAHRPMDUMARPA
Chairperson, House Panel

(Sgd.) SERGIO R. OSMENA III
Chairperson, Senate Panel

CONFERENCE COMMITTEE REPORT

The Con ference Comm i ttee on the d isagree ing
prov is ions ofSena te B ill No. 2580, en t i tled:
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RECORD OF THE SENATE Vol. IV. No. 65＿
AN ACT AMENDlNG REPUBUC ACT NO. 7J:~ ,

OTHERWlSEKNOWNASTHE"MAGNACART~
FORDISABLED PERSONS" AND FOROTHER
PURPOSES"

and House B ill No.1214, ent i tled.

AN ACT GRANTING OTHER PR1VILEGES AND
INCENTIVESTOPERSONSWITHDISABILITY,
AMENDINGFORTHE PURPOSETHE"MAGNA
CARTAFORDISABLEDPERSONS"

after hav ingme t and d iscussed the subjec t matter in full
and 什ee con ference, has agreed and does hereby recom
mend to the ir respect ive Houses that Senate B ill No.
2580, in conso lidat ion w i th House B ill No. I 2 I 4, be
approved in accordancew i th the attached copy ofthe b ill
as reconc iled and approved by the conferees.

Approved,

CONFEREESONTHEPARTOFTHEHOUSEOF
REPRESENTATIVES:

(Sgd.)FAYSAHRPM DUMARPA
Chairperson

(Sgd.) CARMEN L. CARI
Vice Chairperson

CYNTHIAAVILLAR

(Sgd.)CORAZONN.MALANYAON

(Sgd.) ROSELLER L. BARINAGA

(Sgd.) DARLENER. ANTON爪0-CUSTODIO

CONFEREESONTHEPARTOFTHESENATE:

(Sgd.)SERGIOR. OSMENA III
Chairperson

(Sgd.) RAMONB. MAGSAYSAY JR.
Vice Chairperson

(Sgd.)JUAN PONCEENRILE

(Sgd.) PIA S. CAYETANO

(Sgd.)M.A. MADRIGAL

AN ACTAMENDING REPUBLIC ACTNO. 7277,
OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE "MAGNA
CARTAFORDISABLEDPERSONSAND FOR
OTHERPURPOSES"

136

Be it enacted by the Senate and the House of
Representat ives of the Philipp ines in Congress
assembled:

SECTION I. A new chapter, to be denom inated as
"Chapter 8 -Other Priv ileges and Incent ives" is hereby
added to Ti tle Two ofRepubl ic ActNo. 7277, otherwise
known as the "Magna Carta for D isabled Persons", w i th
new Sect ions 32 and 33, to read as follows:

"CHAPTERS-OTHERPRIVILEGESAND INCENTIVES

SEC.32. PERSONSWITHDISABILITYSHALLBE
ENTITLEDTOTHEFOLLOW1NG:

(A) ATLEASTTWENTYPERCENT(20%)DISCOUNT
FROMALLESTABLISHMENTS RELATIVETO
THEUTfLIZATIONOFALLSERVICESINHOTELS
ANDSIMILARLODGINGESTABLISHMENTS;
RESTAURANTSANDRECREATIONCENTERS
FORTHEEXCLUSIVEUSEORENJOYMENTOF
PERSONSWITHDISABILITY;

(B)A MINIMUM OF TWENTY PERCENT (20%)
DISCOUNTONADMISSIONFEESCHARGEDBY
THEATERS, CINEMA HOUSES, CONCERT
HALLS, CIRCUSES, CARNIVALS ANDOTHER
SIMILARPLACESOFCULTURE, LEISUREAND
AMUSEMENTFORTHE EXCLUSIVEUSE OR
ENJOYMENTOFPERSONSWITHDISABILITY;

(C) ATLEASTTWENTYPERCENT(20%)DISCOUNT
FOR THE PURCHASE OF MEDICINES IN ALL
DRUGSTORES FORTHE EXCLUSIVEUSEOR
ENJOYMENTOFPERSONSWITHDISABILITY;

(D) ATLEASTTWENTYPERCENT(20%)DISCOUNT
ON MEDICAL AND DENTAL SERVICES
INCLUDINGDIAGNOSTICANDLABORATORY
FEESSUCHAS, BUTNOTLIMITEDTO,X-RAYS,
COMPUTERIZEDTOMOGRAPHYSCANSAND
BLOOD TESTS, IN ALL GOVERNMENT
FACILITIES, SUBJECTTOGUIDELINESTO BE
ISSUED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
(DOH), IN COORDINATION WITH THE
PHILIPPINE HEALTH INS LiRANCE COR
PORATION(PHILHEALTH);

(E)ATLEASTTWENTYPERCENT(20%)DISCOUNT
ON MEDICAL AND DENTAL SERVICES
INCLUDINGDIAGNOSTICANDLABORATORY
FEES, AND PROFESSIONAL FEES OF
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Reporl on S. No. 2580/H No.1214

ATTENDING DOCTORS IN ALL PRIVATE
HOSPITALS AND MEDICAL FACILITIES, IN
ACCORDANCE WITH THE RULES AND
REGULATIONSTOBE ISSUEDBYTHEDOH, IN
COORDINATIONWITHTHEPHILHEALTH;

(F) ATLEASTTWENTYPERCENT(20%)DISCOUNT
ONFAREFORDOMESTICAIRANDSEATRAVEL
FORTHEEXCLUSIVEUSEORENJOYMENTOF
PERSONSWITHDISABILITY;

(G) ATLEASTTWENTYPERCENT(20%)DISCOUNT
IN PUBLIC RAILWAYS, SKYWAYSANDBUS
FARE FOR THE EXCLUSIVE USE AND
ENJOYMENTOFPERSONSWITHDISABILITY;

(H)EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE TO PERSONS
WITH DISABILITY, FOR THEM TO PURSUE
PRIMARY, SECONDARY, TERTIARY, POST
TERTIARY, AS WELL AS VOCATIONAL OR
TECHNICALEDUCATIONINBOTHPUBLJCAND
PRIVATESCHOOLS,THROUGHTHEPROVISION
OFSCHOLARSHIPS,GRANTS,FINANCIALAIDS,
SUBSIDIES AND OTHER INCENTIVES TO
QUALIFIED PERSONS WITH DISABILITY,
INCLUDINGSUPPORTFORBOOKS, LEARNING
MATERIALS,ANDUNIFORMALLOWANCETO
THE EXTENT FEASIBLE: PROVIDED, THAT
PERSONS WITH DISABILITY SHALL MET
MINIMUMADMISSIONREQUIREMENTS;

(I) TOTHEEXTENTPRACTICABLEANDFEASIBLE,
THECONTINUANCEOFTHESAMEBENEFITS
ANDPRIVILEGESGIVENBYTHEGOVERNMENT
SERVICE INS团妞NCESYSTEM(GSIS), SOCIAL
SECURITYSYSTEM(SSS), AND PAG-IBIG,AS
THECASEMAYBE,ASAREENJOYEDBYTHOSE
INACTUALSERVICE;

(J) TOTHEEXTENTPOSSIBLE,THEGOVERNMENT
MAYGRANTSPECIALDISCOUNTS IN SPECIAL
PROGRAMSFORPERSONSWITH DISABILITY
ON PURCHASE OF BASIC COMMODITIES,
SUBJECTTOGUIDELINESTOBE ISSUEDFOR
THE PURPOSE BY THE DEPARTMENT OF
TRADEAND INDUSTRY (DTI) AND THE
DEPARTMENTOFAGRICULTURE(DA);AND

(I<) PROVISION OF EXPRESS LANES FOR PER
SONSWITHDISABILITYINALLCOMMERCIAL
AND GOVERNMENT ESTABLISHMENTS; IN
THEABSENCETHEREOF, PRIORITYSHALLBE
GIVENTOTHEM.

THE ABOVEMENTIONED PRIVILEGES ARE
AVAILABLEONLYTOPERSONSWITHDISABILITY
WHOAREFILIPINOCITIZENS TJPONSUBMISSION
OFANYOFTI--IEFOLLOWINGASPROOFOFHIS/HER
ENTITLEMENTTHERETO:

(I) AN lDENTIFICATION CARD ISSUED BY THE
CITY OR MUNlCIPAL MAYOR OR THE
BARANGAYCAPTAINOFTHEPLACEWHERE
THEPERSONWITHDISABILIT.沪RESIDES;

(Il) THE PASSPORT OF THE PERSON WITH
DISABILITYCONCERNED; OR

皿）TRANSPORTATION DISCOUNT FARE
IDENTIFICATIONCARD(ID) ISSUEDBYTHE
NATIONALCOUNCILFORTHEWELFAREOF
DISABLEDPERSONS(NCWDP).

THEPRIVILEGESMAYNOTBECLAIMEDIFTHE
PERSON WITH DISABIL!TY CLAIM~A HIGHER
DISCOUNT AS MAY BE GRANTED BY THE
COMMERCIALESTABLISH郧NTAND/ORUNDER
EXISTING LAWS OR IN COMBINATION WITH
OTHERDISCOUNTPROGRAM/S.

THE ESTABLISHMENTS MAY CLAIM THE
DISCOUNTSGRANTEDINSUB-SECTIONS(A),(B),
(C),(E),(F)AND(G)ASTAXDEDUCTIONSBASEDON
THENETCOSTOFTHEGOODSSOLDORSERVICES
RENDERED; PROVIDED, HOWEVER, THAT THE
COSTOFTHEDISCOUNTSHALL BEALLOWEDAS
DEDUCTIONFROMGROSS.INCOMEFORTHESAME
TAXABLEYEARTHATTHEDISCOUNTISGRANTED:
PROVIDEDFURTH£凡THATTHETOTALAMOUNT
OFTHECLAIMEDTAXDEDUCTIONNETOFVALUE
ADDEDTAXIFAPPLICABLE, SHALLBEINCLUDED
IN THEIR GROSS SALES RECEIPTS FOR TAX
PURPOSES ANDSHALLBE SUBJECTTO PROPER
DOCUMENTATIONANDTOTHEPROVISIONS OF
THENATIONALINTERNALREVENUECODE(NIRC),
ASAMENDED."

"SEC. 33. INCENTlVES-THOSECARING FOR
ANDLIVINGWITHA PERSONWITH DISABILITY
SHALLBEGRANTEDTHEFOLLOWINGINCENTIVES:

(A) PERSONS WITH DISABILITY SHALL BE
TREATEDASDEPENDENTSUNDERSECTION
35(A)OFTI-IENATIONALINTERNALREVENUE
CODE, AS AMENDED, AND AS SUCH,
INDIVIDUALTAXPAYERSCARINGFORTHEM
SHALL BE ACCORDED THE PRIVILEGES
GRANTEDBYTHECODEINSOFARASHAVING
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DEPENDENTSUNDERTHESAMESECTIONARE
CONCERNED;AND

(B) INDIVIDUALS OR NONGOVERNMENTAL
INSTITUTIONS ESTABLISHING HOMES,
RESIDENTIALCOMMUNITIESORRETIREMENT
VILLAGESSOLELYTOSUITTHENEEDSAND
REQUIREMENTS OF PERSONS WITH
DISABILITY SHALL BE ACCORDED THE
FOLLOWING:

( i)REALTYTAXHOLIDAYFORTHEFIRSTFIVE
(5)YEARSOFOPERATION;AND

( i i) PRIORITY IN THE BUILDING AND/OR
MAINTENANCE OF PROVINCIAL OR MUNI
CI PAL ROADS LEADING TO THEAFORESAID
HOME, RESIDENTIAL COMMUNITY OR
RETIREMENTVILLAGE."

SECTION 2. Republ ic Ac t No. 7277 is hereby
amended by inse rting a new t i tle, chapter and sec t ion
a fter Sec t ion 38 to be denom ina ted as T i tle 4, Chapters
I and 2 and Sec tions 3 9, 40, 4 I and 42 to read as follows:

TITLEFOUR

PROHIBITIONSONVERBAL,NON-VERBAL RIDICULE
ANDVILIFICATIONAGAINSTPERSONS

WITH DISABILITY

"SEC. 39. PUBLICR!DICULE.-FORPURPOSES
OF THIS CHAPTER, PUBLIC RIDICULE SHALL BE
DEFINED AS AN ACT OF MAKING FUN OR
CONTEMPTUOUS IMITATING OR MAKING
MOCKERY OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITY
WHETHERINWRITING,ORINWORDS,ORINACTION
DUETOTHEIR IMPAIRMENT/S."

"SEC. 40. NO INDIVIDUAL, GROUP OR
COMMUNITY SHALL EXECUTE ANY OF THESE
ACTS OF RIDICULE AGAINST PERSONS WITH
DISABILITY IN ANY TIME AND PLACE WHICH
COULDINTIMIDATEORRESULTINLOSSOFSELF
ESTEEMOFTHE LATIER.

"CHAPTER2. DELIVERANCE FROM VILIFICATION"

"SEC.4 1. VIL!FICATION.-FORPURPOSES OF
THIS CHAPTERVILIFICATION SHALL BE DEFINED
AS:

A) THE UTTERANCE OF SLANDEROUS AND
ABUSIVE STATEMENTS AGAINST A PERSON;
AND/OR
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8) AN ACTIVITY IN PUBUC WHICH INCITES
趴TREDTOWARDS, SERIOUS CONTEMPT FOR, OR
SEVERERIDICULEOFPERSONSWITHDISABILITY."

"SECTION 42. ANY INDIVIDUAL, GROUP OR
COMMUNITY IS HEREBY PROHIBITED FROM
VlUFYINGANY PERSONWITHDISAB几ITYWH1CH
COULD RESULT INTO LOSS OF SELF-ESTEEM OF
THE LATIER."

SECTION 3. Section46ofRepubl icActNo. 7277 is
hereby amended to read as follows:

"SECTION 46. Penal Clause. - a) Any person
who v iolates any prov is ion of th is Ac t shall su ffer the
follow ing penal t ies:

I) For the firs t v iolation, a fine of no t less than F i fty
thousand pesos (P50,000.00) bu t no texceed ingOne
hundred thousand pesos (PI 00,000.00) or
impr isonmen tofnot less than s ix (6) mon ths bu t no t
more than two (2) years, or both at the d iscretion of
the cou rt; and

2) For any subsequen t v iola tion, a fine ofno t less than
One hundred thousand pesos (PI 00,000.00) bu t no t
exceed ing Two hundred thousand pesos
(P200,000.00) or impr isonmen t forno t less than two
(2) years bu t no t more than s ix (6) years, or both at
the d iscre t ion of the cour t.

b) Any person who abuses the pr iv ileges gran ted
here in shall be pun ished w i th impr isonmen t o fno t
less than s ix (6) mon ths or a fine ofno t less than F ive
thousand pesos (P5,000.00), bu t no t more than F i fty
thousand pesos (P50,000.00), or bo th, a t the
d iscre t ion o f the cou rt.

c) If the v iolator is a corpora t ion, organ iza t ion or any
s im ilar en t ity, the o fficials thereo fd irec tly involved
shall be liable therefor.

d) If the v iola tor is an al ien or a fore igner, he shall be
depo rted immed ia tely a fter serv ice o f sen tence
w i thou t further deporta t ion proceed ings.

UPON FlLING OF AN APPROPRIATE
COMPLAINT, AND AFTER DUE NOTICE AND
HEARING, THE PROPERAUTHORITIES MAYALSO
CAUSETHECANCELLATlONOR REVOCATJON OF
THE BUSINESS PERMIT, PERMIT TO OPERATE,
FRANCHISE AND OTHER S J MILAR PRIVILEGES
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GRAN午EDTOANY BUSINESS ENTITYTHAT FAILS
TO ABIDE BY THE PROVISIONS OFTHIS ACT."

SECTION 4. The t i tle ofRepubl ic Act No. 7277 is
hereby amended to read as the "Magna Carta for Persons
w i th D isab i lity" , and all references on the sa id law to
"d isabled persons" shall l ikew ise be amended to read as
"persons w ith d isab il ity" .

SECTION 5. TheDepartmento fSoc ial Wel fare and
Development , theNat ional Counc il for the Welfare ofthe
D isabled Persons, and the Bureau oflntemal Revenue in
consul tat ion w ith the concerned Senate and House
comm i ttees and o ther agenc ies, organ iza t ions,
establ ishments shall formulate an implementing rules
and regulat ions pe rt inent to the prov is ions of th is Act
w i th in s ix (6) mon ths after the e ffect iv i ty of th is Act.

SECTION 6. Th is Act shall take effect fi fteen (15)
days after i ts publ icat ion in any two newspapers of
general c irculat ion.

Approved,

BILL ON SECOND READING
S. No. 2138-The Tour ism Ac t o f2007

(Con t inua tion)

Sena tor Pangilinan. M r. Pres iden t , I move tha t we resume
cons idera t ion of Senate B ill No. 213 8 as reported out under
Comm i ttee Repo rtNo. 35.

The Pres iden t. Is there any objec t ion? [S ilence] There
be ing none, resum pt ion of cons iderat ion of Senate B ill No.
213 8 is now in orde r.

Sena tor Pang ilinan. M r. Pres iden t , we are still in the per iod
of ind iv idual amendmen ts. S ince there are no other reservat ions
for ind iv idual amendmen ts, I move thatwe term inate the per iod of
ind iv idual amendments.

The Pres iden t. Is there any objec t ion? [Silence} There
be ing none, the mot ion is approved.

APPROVALOFS. N0.21380NSECONDREADING

Sena tor Pangilinan. Mr. Pres iden t , I move that we vo te on
Second Read ing on Senate B ill No. 2138, as amended.

The Pres iden t. Is there any objec t ion? [Silence] There
be ing none, we shall now vote on Second Read ing on Senate
B illNo.2138.

As many as are fo favor of the b ill, say aye.

Several Members. Aye.

The Pres iden t As many as are aga ins t the b ill, say nay.
[S ilence]

The ayes have i t ; Senate B ill No. 2138, as amended, is
approved on Second Read ing .

Sena tor Pangilinan. M r. Pres iden t , I bel ieve th is is a
cert i fied measure. May we request the Secretary to read the
Cert i ficat ion of the Pres iden t of the Ph il i pp ines.

The Pres iden t. The Secre tary w ill please read the
cert i ficat ion.

The Secre tary.

O ffice of the Pres iden t
of the Ph il i pp ines

Malaca fiang

December 19, 2005

HON. FRANKLIN M. DRILON
Senate Pres iden t
Ph il i pp ine Senate
Pasay C i ty

Dear Senate Pres ident Dr ilon:

Pursuan t to the prov is ions of A rt icle VI, Sect ion
26(2) of the 1987 Cons t i tu t ion, I hereby cert i fy to the
necess i ty o f the immed iate enac tmen t o fSenate B ill No.
2138, underComm i tteeReportNo. 35, en t i tled

AN ACT DECLARING A NATIONAL POLICY FOR
TOURISM AS THE PRIMARY ENGINE OF
INVESTMENT, EMPLOYMENT, GROWTH AND
NATIONALDEVELOPMENT, REORGANIZING
THE DEPARTMENT OF TOURISM AND ITS
ATTACHEDAGENCIESTO EFFECTIVELYAND
EFFICIENTLY IMPLEMENT THAT POLICY,
PROVIDING NECESSARY INCENTIVES FOR
INVESTMENT ANDAPPROPRIATING FUNDS
THEREFOR,

to address the urgen t need to pu t in place a legal
framework tha t w ill prov ide an in tegra ted approach to
tour ism developmen twh ich w ill effec t ivelymold pol icy
d irec t ions and coord inat ion among governmen t agen-
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