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WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 13, 2003
The Secre tary, reading:

OPENING OF THE SESSION

A,1 ~: 51 ~.,,~~• tl~e Se11~ te Presiden t , Hon. Frallklin M. Drilon,
called the sess ion to order.

The Pres iden t . The n in th sess ion of the Th ird Regular
Sess ion o f the Twel fth Congress is hereby called to orde r.

~e t_us all s tand for the open ing prayer to be led by Sen. Juan
M. Flav ie r.

Eve,ybody rosefor the prayer

PRAYER

Sena tor Flav ier. Le t us bow our heads and feel the presence
o f'God.

Dear Lord, we come to You in our need.

Create in us an awareness ofthe mass ive forces tha t
threa ten our world today. And grant us a sense of
urgency to ac tivate the forces ofgoodness, ofjus t ice o f
love and of peace.

Where there is armed con fl ic t, le t us stre tch our arms
to our bro thers and s is ters. Where there is abundance,
le t there be s imple l i fes tyle and shar ing . Where there is
pove rty , let there be d i gni fied liv ing and cons tan t striv ing
for jus t s trnc tures.

Where there is sel fish amb i tion, le t there be humble
serv ice. Where there is injus t ice, le t there be a tonement.

Where there is despa ir, let there be hope in the good
news. Where there are wounds o f d iv is ion le t there be
un i ty and wholeness.

Help us to be co1runi tted to the bu ild ing o f Your
k ingdom, no t seek ing to be cared for bu t to care. No t
expec t ing to be served bu t to place ourselves in the
serv ice o f o thers.

Amen.

ROLL CALL

The Pres iden t . The Secre tary w ill please call the rol l.

~ena tor Edgardo J. Angara.......................... **． ． ． ． ． ． ． ． ． ． ． ． ． ． ． ． ． ． ． ． ． ． ． ． ． ．

Sena tor Teresa Aqu ino~-Ore ta … . . . . ……………Presen t
Sena tor Joker P. Arroyo......…......................Present
Sena tor Rober t Z. Barbers …… . . ……………….Presen t
Sena torRodolfoG. B iazon …… . ………………..Presen t

Sena tor Nol i "Kabayan" De Castro.……......Presen t
Senator Lu isa "Lo i" P. Ejerc i to Estrada ……..Presen t
Sena tor Juan M. Flav ier...........................….Presen t

Sena tor Gregorio B. Honasan …………… 舍 … ． ．Absen t
Senator Robert S. "JAWO" Jaworsk i . . ……..Presen t

Sena tor Panfilo M. Lacson.…… . . ……………..Presen t
Senator Loren B. Legarda.…….. ………. ……...Presen t
Sena tor Ramon B. Magsaysay Jr. . . . . . . … · …...Presen t
Sena tor John Henry R. Osmefia ……………....Presen t*
Senator Sergio R. Osmefia III ……… . . . …… · ….Presen t *
Senator Franc is N. Pangilinan …… · …………. . . **
Sena tor Aqu il ino Q. P imentel Jr. ………… · …..Presen t
Senator Ralph G. Rec to..… . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . …....Presen t
Sena torRamon B. Revilla ……… . ………………Absen t

Senator V icente C. So tto III ………… · ………..Present
Sena torManuel B. V illar Jr. . . … . . . . . . . … .. . ……..Present

The Pres ident .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. . .. .. . .. .. . .. .. Present

The Pres iden t. W ith 16 sena tors present, there is a quomm.

THE JOURNAL

Sena tor Legarda. I move tha t we d ispense w i th the read ing
o f the Joumal of the 8 th sess ion, Augus t 12, 2003, and cons ider
i t approved.

The Pres iden t. There is a motion that we d ispense w i th the
read ing o f the Journal ofSess ion No. 8 and cons ider i t approved.
Is there any objec tion? [Silence} There be ing none, the mo tion
is approved.

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF THE OFFICIAL VISIT OF
THE LADY LEGISLATORS OF BAGABAG, NUEVA
VISCAYA; THE VISAYAN FORUM; THE ATENEO
HUMAN RIGHTS CENTER; THE INTERNATIONAL
LABOR ORGANIZATION; THE DOLE OFFICIALS;
TI-IE COALITION OF SERVICES FORTI在ELDERLY;
THE COALITION OF OLDER PERSONS
ORGANIZATION; THE FEDERATION OF SENIOR
CITIZENS OF THE PHILIPPINES; AND THE
SECRETARIAT OF PHILIPPINE LEGISLATORS
COMMITTEE ON POPULATION AND
DEVELOPMENT

* /\1T ivcd a fter the roll call
** On o fllc ial rrnss ion
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Sponsor: Sena tor Jaworsk i

The Pres iden t. To the Calendar for Ord inary Bus iness

Tl~~ Ch~ ir no t~s tha t the approval of Journal No. 7 was
recons ideredupon therequestofSen. SergioR. Osme ii.aIII. May
加Cha~r kno~~fthe gentleman is already readyw ithh is co;e~ ti~~
o f the Journa l?

MANIFESTATION OF SENATOR OSMENA III
(To Subm i tH is Correc t ions on the

Joumal on Augus t 14, 2003)

Sena tor Osme fia III. M r. Pres iden t , I amjus t in the process
o f correc ting wha t my s taffprepared. It is ra ther voluminous. So
in order no t to was te our prec ious time, may I be allowed to submi t
i t tomorrow morn ing?

The Pres iden t . The Secre taria t w ill rece ive the proposed
amendments and resubmit the Joumal for approval dur ing the
sess ion on Monday .

Sena tor Osme的Il l. Thank you, M r. Pres ident.

The Pres iden t. The Major i ty Leader is recogn ized.

BILLON SECOND READING
S. No. 2155-Magna Car ta for theWorking Ch ild

(Co11 t i11ua t io11)

Sena tor Lcgarda. M r. Pres ident , I move tha t we resume
cons idera tion o f Sena te B ill No. 2155 as repo rted out under
Comm i t teeReportNo. 52.

The Pres iden t . Is there any objection? [Sile11ce} There
be ing none, resump t ion o f cons idera tion of Sena te B ill No. 2155
is now in orde r.

Sena tor Legar <la. I ask tha t the sponsor, Sen. Ramon B.
Magsaysay J r. , be recogn ized.

The Pres iden t. Sen. Ramon B. Magsaysay Jr. is recogn ized.

Sena tor Legar <la. M r. Pres ident, we are in t~e P:~~od of
in te巾ella t ions. To in te巾ella te, the M inor i ty Leader, Sen. V icen te
C. So t to III, wants to be recogn ized.

The Pres iden t . The M inor i ty Leader, Sen. V icen te C. So tto
III, is recogn ized for the per iod o f in te1-pella tions.

Sena tor Magsaysay . May I upda te the plenary, Mr. Pres卜

den t , on th is par t icular measure.

The Pres iden t. Before we do tha t , the Cha ir does no t have
a copy ye t of the proposed measure.

SUSPENSION OF SESSION

Sena tor So tto. M r. Pres ident , I move tha t we suspend the
sess ion for one minute.

The Pres iden t. Is there any objec tion? [Sile11cejThere be ing
none, the sess ion is suspended for one minute.

It was 4:07 p.m.

RESUMPTION OF SESSION

A t 4: 15 p.m., the sess ion was resumed.

The Pres iden t. The sess ion is resumed. Sena tor So tto is
recogn ized.

Sena tor So tto. M r. Pres ident , will the d istingu ished gentle
man yield the second time around to th is representation on the
Magna Carta for the Work ing Child?

Sena torMagsaysay . W ill ingly, M r. Pres iden t.

Sena tor So tto. I will try to make this as swi ft as poss ible. Bu t
there are a number ofques t ions that I would l ike to be answered
and placed in the record of the Sena te.

I glanced through the Joumal o fNovember 18, 2002 when I
s tarted the interpella t ions on th is subjec t , Mr. Pres iden t. During
tha t time, my ques tions were confined to the issues concern ing
ch ild mov ie s tars or ch ild s tars, or ch ildren in the en terta i1unent
industry.

Earl ier, I was informed by Sena tor Magsaysay, the sponsor,
tha t there is already a memorandum of agreement tha t is be ing
undertaken by the Department ofLabor and Employmen t and the
enterta inmen t indus try tha t addresses some o f the problems tha t
I brought ou t.

So, le t me jus t browse through some o f the o ther very
important po ints tha t need to be answered to comple te our
records.

M r. Pres iden t , probably the sponsor can con fine i t to the
h i ghl i ghts o f the ex is t ing prov is ions o flaw govern ing the employ
mcn t o f the work ing ch ild a t presen t . Wha t are the h ighl i gh ts o f
the ex is t ing prov is ions o f law?

Sena torMagsaysay . Weare no t loo如ng a t the measure as we
are presen t ing i t now bu t a t ex is t ing laws.
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Sena tor So tto. Yes, ex is t ing laws, because we wo~l?rh~e •~
伽dou t wha t are the inadequac ies of tha t law and i f these
i~~de~~ac ies are addressed in th is measure so tha t we can
righ t fully say tha t th is measure is necessary.

Sena tor Magsaysay . We have Repub licActNo._765~, pro
v id ing the min im;m ~ge for ch ild workers. Th~~ i~ o~e law t~a twe
passed a few years ba~k. O f course, the new ILG_ Co_n~e1~~on一
~vhich is an interna t ional recommenda t ion abou t the de fin i t ion o f
the wors t formofch ild labor- is also encompassed in our ex isting
measure.

Does the gen tleman wan t the sponsor to c i te here the prov i 

s ions?

Sena tor So tto. Yes, we would l ike to know wha t are the
inadequac ies o f the ex is ting law and wha t are the new features or
the new prov is ions that w ill be included in the Magna Carta for the
Work ing Ch ild.

Sena torMagsaysay . Wha t we are trying to do here is tha t we
would l ike to focus on the el imina t ion of all wors t fonns o f ch ild
labor and the r ights o f ch ildren who are allowed to work in
compl iance w i th Interna tional Labor Organization (ILO) Conven
t ion 182 wh ich the Sena te rati fied tl订ee years ago. These are the
focus o f our measure—the wors t fonns of child labo r. Mean ing,
all fonns ofslavery or prac tices s in订lar to slavery, such as the sale
and tra ffick ing ofch ildren, deb t bondage and serfdom and forced
or compulsory labor, includ ing recru itment ofchildren for use in
armed confl ic t.

Then we have the prov is ion on the use, procuring or offer ing
o f a ch ild for pros t i tu tion, for the produc tion of pornography or
伽 pornograph ic performances as one o f the wors t forms o fch ild
labor; the use, procur ing or o ffer ing o f a ch ild for illegal or ill ic i t
ac t iv i t ies, includ ing the produc tion and 甘affick ing of illegal and
dangerous dmgs; and finally, work wh ich, by i ts nature or the
c ircums tances in wh ich i t is be ing carried ou t , is likely to harm the
hea lth, sa fe ty or morals o f ch ildren.

These are among the con ten ts o f the !LO Conven tion, M r.
Pres iden t.

Sena tor So tto. And these will all nowbe incorpora ted in our
Magna Carta?

Sena tor Magsaysay . That is correc t , M r. Pres iden t.

Sena tor So tto. That is very good. I would l ike to thank the
gen tleman for that, Mr. Pres iden t. Certa inly, all ofus here would
l ike to el imina te, as the gen tleman sa id, all wors t forms o f ch ild
labor.
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To comple te our s ta tis t ics, M r. Pr~s id_ent , wha t is the number
of w~rk ing ~h ildren in the country today?

Sena tor Magsaysay . We have some figures here, M r. Pres i 

den t.

Sena tor So tto. W ill these figures also have the number of, le t

us say, work ing ch ildren five or 10 years ago? Would tha t be
included?

Sena tor Magsaysay . Th is is based on the NSO survey s ix
years ago, 1997.

Sena tor So tto. Wha t would be the number, more or less, i f

the gentleman has a ballpark figure?

Sena tor Magsaysay . Based on the year 2001 survey, out of
25 null ion children, meaning those aged 5 to below 18, there are four
mill ion children work ing , or work be ing done by one ou t of s ix
children. Mos t work ing ch ildren were males aged 10 to 17 years
old, and seven ou t of 10 ch ildren worked in rural areas. The
major i ty worked as unsk illed, unpa id labor in family farms. This
is based on the 2000 NSO survey, Mr. Pres ident.

Sena tor Sotto. M r. Pres iden t , would the gentlemansay there
is some kind ofincrease fromh is record of2001 up to now or from
2001 to five years ago?

SenatorMagsaysay . The gentleman is correc t, M r. Pres ident,
in the sense tha t the o ther informa t ion I have is tha t of s ix years
ago where there were only 3. 7 mill ion children work ing, ofwh ich
2.2 mill ionwere exposed to hazardous work and three in ten d id no t
a ttend schoo l.

So ， 什om3.7 mill ion in 1997 to4 mill ion in2001 is a b ig increase.

Sena tor So tto. Approx ima tely 11%.

SenatorMagsaysay . Abou t 11 %.

Sena tor So tto. M r. Pres iden t , wha t are the general areas of
~ork_ and employmen t tha t these ch ildren were ~os tly engaged
m—the presen t four mill ion? Would the gen tleman say pres~n t，一
2003—-approx imately four mill ion?

Sena tor Magsaysay . Cer ta inly, these are already up . The
1:1ajor ac tiv i t ies of these work ing ch ildren were those o-f f;mung,
~~r~stry and fish ing, abou t 454,000; 甘aders and rela ted worker~,
I ~6,000; plan t and mach ine opera tors and assemblers, 46,000;
~ab~rand unsk il!edwork, 2.6皿lhon;speclaloccupauons,37,000;
and no t reported, 118,000.

Sena tor So tto. No t reported?
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Sena tor Magsaysay . Not reported on the ir
1 18,000. The bulklS on laborand unshlledworkers. occupahon,

/11 terpellatio11s

Sena tor Sotto. Maywe be furnished wi th
gentleman is read ing? a copy o fwhat the

Sena torMagsaysay . Certa inly, Mr. Pres ident.

Sena tor Sotto. Thank you very much, Mr. Pres ident.

Sena tor~ags~~say ..~~y I also no te here, M r. Pres ident , that
theage groupofwork ingch ildrenare: 5 to9 yearsold,246,000; 10
to 14 years ol~, _1,934,000; 15 to 17 years old, 1.8 million. o~~
colleagues will be furnished w i th copies.

Sena t~r Sotto. While they are on the way to giv ing this
representa~ ion a ~opy, would the gentleman say that th~se figures
and s tatistics include the stree tchildren who sell c igarette; and
sampagu i tas on the s tree t comers?

~~t:~_tio_n to rehab il i tat ing and educa ting s treetchildren, and even
producmg some l ivel ihood, hke candle-mak ing, e t ce tera, tha t
have prol i ferated. This isalsobeingdone ino therprov inc ialc i ties
where parish-basedac tiv i tlesareheld tohelpremove thech ildren
from the slTee ts and make them produc tive c itizens.

~~n~tor So tto. Mos t ofwhat the gentleman has mentioned
:1":.~_?0s and concerned rel igious groups. What about the
D?~D at present? How does it take ;are ~nd pro tec t the r i ghts
of these stree tchildren?

I ask this, Mr. Pres ident , because I wan t to make sure tha t we
are address ing them in this measure. In jus t a few days, the "ber"
months will be coming and during Chris tmas time, the stree ts w ill
be filled w ith stree tchildren aga in.

Sena torMagsaysay . The"bers," yes. Bynextmonth, we will
be enter ing the season.

Sena tor Magsaysay . Theymus t be covered.

Sena tor So tto. Would the gentlemanhaveanestimateoftheir
nwnber, Mr. Pres iden t?

Sena tor Magsaysay . S tree t as the place ofwork ind icated
here 180,000 stree tch ildren; marketplace, 159,000. Aga in, the
larges t is in own house, 696,000, or employer's house, 311,000.

Sena tor Sotto. I am glad tha t the gentleman has s tatis tics on
these. Tha t means we are address ing it now. I take i t, his s ta tis t ics
would be coming from the DSWD and the DOLE.

Sena tor Magsaysay . Tha t is correc t , Mr. Pres ident.

Sena tor Sotto. Good. Are these stree tchildren cons idered
as work ing ch ildren for pm-poses o f th is bill? In o ther words, are
we address ing these children in th is b ill as we ll?

Sena tor Magsaysay . They are cons idered work ing i~ _ the
sense that they ;re· in -the s tr~e ts maybe se lli~g som.et?i~g,

begg ing for. so~e synd ica tes or paren ts, scaven? ing,:n~ ~-o~~
su~dry~c t-iv i ties to keep the ir body and soul toge the r. So they are
cons idered work ing in the s treets.

Sena tor So t to. Howwill theybe taken care o fin this measure
i fwe cons ider them as included?

Sena tor Magsaysay . There are some govemment cen ters
tha t are tTymg to helpou t these chlldren. l know personally tha t

l ike the Don Bosco
there are qu i te a lo t o f rehgmus groups, u t theIr whole
Bro thers and Fr. Tanega in Pasay C i ty, tha t have p

Senator So tto. Theywill be out on the stree ts aga in. So how
does the DSWD fit into this issue and what is i t do ing to pro tec t
the rights of these children?

Sena tor Magsaysay. The DSWD is working wi th the local
government un i ts to ma inta in and manage the Lingap Centers in
the local ities. The Lingap Cen ters have been devolved recently
to the local government and the DSWD is do ing i ts bes t to try to
help ou t in the devolution.

Senator Sotto. I am qu i te intrigued by the gentleman's
reference to the LGUs hav ing a very prominent role w i th the
DSWD concern ing the stree tch ildren.

Does tha t mean na pagka maram ing s甘ee tch ildren iyong
c ity, iyong LGU ay hindi nakikisama? Parang ganoon ang. . .

Sena tor Magsaysay . Siguro po 11mna11 ay mayroon s ilang
partnersh ip wi th the DSWD a t s ila ay 11agt11 tulrmgan on the bas is
ofresources and teclm iques for voca t ional tra in ing and retra in ing
mos tly.

Sena tor So tto. Have they been success ful, M r. Pres ident?
We hope to address these in th is measure, and I think the DSWD
has a very b ig role to play here.

I ambr ing ing this up , M r. Pres iden t , because when I was v ice
mayor o f.Quezon C ity , one o f the tasks tha t was given to me by
the.mayor to keep me busy ins tead o f be ing rel ig ious一because,
normally ， 小ey are kidd ing orjoking the v ice mayors for be ing very
rel i g ious because they always go to church every day to pray that

the irmayorw illd记
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Bu t anyway, dur ing tha t t ime, one ofthe tasks gi~~-n to me ~~s
to take-~;;; o f~hc stre; tch ildren in Quezon C ity . We normal!y
wouldround themupweekly,bring them towhatwecall“Bernardo
P~rk," i fl am no t~s taken~ which is near the Quezon C ity pol ice
s tation bu t i t is abou t a block away.

In tlrn t park, they are fed and ba thed. There are med ical_groups
tha t we call- on to look a t them一dentis ts and doc tors. But la ter on
in the day, the ir parents w ill come and ge t them. Ang ib ig sab ih i11,
h indi po ralaga11g s tree tch ildren a11g mga ito. Si/a ay gali11g sa
kung saa11-saang area /amang, magko-converge doon, wha tever
they wan t to do, and then la ter on pagka nagka ipun- ipon na,
111agdara ti11ga11 iyong mga magulang 11 ila a t kukwz in s ila.

So i f th is had been happening from 1988 to 1992 when I was
v ice mayor of that c ity-we d id i t every week一and i f i t is s till
happen ing today, then we have not done anyth ing about i t.

So, hopefully, in th is measure, the DSWD and the LGUs will
play a very impo rtant role, as the gen tleman sa id. Maybe we can
incorpora te i t so tha t , once and for all, we are able to address this
b i g problem. I say b i g problem because th is is where everything
else s ten1S from- the stree tch ildren. !yang mga b i11aba11ggit
n inyo kan ina abou t us ing ch ildren for drug-tra ffick ing, tha t is
where they ge t them. The synd ica tes also make use o fchildren—
知ram i /zan doon sa mga nak ik ita 11 inyo11g 11a11gh ih ingi 11g limos
na may dala-dalang ba ta. Hindi n iya anak iyon. Hiram lamang
1)1011 o n ireren tahan ng s indika to. Tha t is how we inves t iga ted
i t dur ing tha t t ime, a t iyon ang /umabas sa imbes tiga.syon nam in

As a ma tter o f fac t , tha t was a b ig concern o fmy Quezon C ity
An t i-Drug Abuse Counc il because these young ch ildren some
t imes, para l111wag um iyak, a t dah i/ h i11di naman 11 iya nanay
iyong may hawak sa ka11 iya, pi11a iino111 11g cough syrup para
111a t11/og. Kaya ba ta pa, drug add ic t 11a

Th is problem has been ex isting and I am very glad tha t w i th
th is Magna Car ta for the Work ing Ch ild, we may incorpora te i t
here. Is i t already incorpora ted, M r. Pres iden t? Would the gentle
man po in t th is out to th is representa t ion so tha t our apprehen
s ions may be d iminished a li ttle b i t ?

Sena tor Magsaysay . In fac t , M r. Pres iden t , there is a prov i 
~ i~n~n t~ is ~e~su!e tha t we are now d iscuss ing . Th is is on page
~6, Sec t ion 3_6,. Commun i ty Service for Paren ts Viola t ing the
Provis ions a/Th is Act .

We are w ill ing to accept more prov is ions pert inent to the
conccrn o f the gen tleman—the comm i tmen t o f the local govern
men t _and the DSWD to be more proac t ive in help ing out in th is
soc ial concern.

324

Sena tor So tto. Would the gentleman agree, Mr. Pres ident , i f

we can formulate a prov is ion here tha t would mandate the DSWD
and the LGU to spec i fically targe t tha t part icular concern?

Senator Magsaysay . We will certa inly ask the DSWD and
DOLE to formulate prov is ions tha twe can pu t in during the period
of ind iv idual or committee amendments.

Senator Sotto. Thankyou. We will try to present also our own
vers ion. Hopefully, we can reach a very good compromise on this.

I thank the gentleman for that.

If I may cont inue, what is the present minimum age of
employment for children under ex isting laws?

Sena tor Magsaysay . The age is 15, Mr. Pres ident.

Sena tor So tto. Are there exceptions to th is age requ irement
or are we changing any of these in the proposed measure? Are we
chang ing the minimum age and the requ irements?

Sena tor Magsaysay . We are no t changing th is. We are
includ ing th is prov is ion o f an ex is t ing law in Sec tion 6, t i tled
Employmen t ofa Working Ch ild. May I quo te, M r. Pres ident.

SEC. 6. Employmen t ofa Working Ch ild- A ch ild
fi fteen (15) years ofage and above may be employed for
such number o fhours and periods of the day as prov ided
here in: Provided, Tha t the partic ipa t ion o f the child in
the job, undertak ing , project or ac t iv ity does no t h inder
h is/her educa tion or expose the ch ild to sexual ac t iv i t ies
and v iolence: Provided further, Tha t no ch ild shall be
employed as a model in any advert isemen t d irec tly or
ind irec tly promo t ing alcoho lic beverages, intox icating
drinks, tobacco and i ts byproduc ts: Provided finally,
Tha t such employmen t shall comply w i th o ther
requ irements as may be imposed by the Departmen t of
Labor and Employment.

Sena tor So tto. Wha t sec t ion is tha t in the b ill, Mr. Pres ident?

Sena tor Magsaysay . Th is is Sec tion G on page 6 of the b il l.

Sena tor So tto. May I inv i te the d is tingu ished gentleman to
?1°ve a li ttle back, Mr. Pres iden t. Under Sec t ion 5-maybe I will
be read ing to h im the an tonymo ftha t sec t ion, bu t I th ink i t is a good
move. I jus t wan t to be clar i fied.

~~der Sec t ion 5 o fthe d is t ingu ished gen tleman's b ill, i t s tates
th_a t: "N_o ch ild less than fi fteen (15) years~fage一“ itongs inas咖
:·i inyo r~to ay "under" gayo11g 1)10,;g Sec t ion6 ay "ove;”一“shall
be employed... excep t”—tha t is the key word.
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(a) When the cluld works in a family undertaking
小rec tly un~er ~he sole res_Pons ib i li ty of the pare~~--~;
guardnn who has control and superv is ion over the
ac tw i t ieso f thech ildon tha t job, ac tiv ityorundertaking
where only members o f the family are employed.

Maywe know :"ha tjob or bus iness ac tiv i ty is env is ioned here
tha t w ill be exempt?

Sena tor_ Ma~saysay . ~ay~e reta il ing in a sari-sari s tore,
maybe casual ass~gnn~~nt_of_work wi th in the house or maybe a~
occas ional agricu ltural help during the season ofharves t a~d such
rela ted casual and no t con tinu ing k ind o fwork, M r. Pres ident.

Sena tor ~o tto. Le t us suppose there is a family o f.—nabanggit
n i11yo na rin la111a11g iyong sari-sari s tore—c igare tte vendo~s.
Under th is ca tegory, w ill the ir ch ildren under 15 years old be now
allowed to sell c igarettes also?

Sena tor Magsaysay . The cond i tion here, M r. Pres ident, is
tha t as long as the ch ildren are no t exposed to explo i tation or
forced to s top school ing , to the detriment ofh is or her education,
then maybe shortened hours and the work env ironment are
controlled by the parents or the family .

Sena tor So tto. We are preven ting children to be used in
commerc ials o f alcohol, c igarettes, but will we allow them to sell
c i gare ttes?

Sena tor Magsaysay . I can unders tand the concern of the
gentleman from Quezon C i ty and Cebu. Bu t i f the parents are
asking them to sell i tems tha t include c igare ttes, of course, tha t
would no t be favorable. Bu t the problem here is how to enforce
th is once we approve th is in to a law.

Sena tor So tto. Yes, we can only d iscourage them. Bu t does
the gen tleman no t th ink we can incorpora te tha t in the measure?
I jus t wan t to be en lightened. I do no t th ink we have to go into tha t
much o f a de ta il in th is measure, I know, bu t jus t a concern.

SenatorMagsaysay耟ght. There is a prov is ion here als~'.~r.
Pres iden t. On p;ge •6, l ine 23, under Sec tion 5, it ~a~s:''The
employer is fu;th~r r~qu ired to secure a work pe~ t fr~m. t~~
Departmento fLaborandEmploymentbeforeengagingsuchchild
in employment. " Mean ing, less than 15 years of age.

Sena tor So tto. What line is th is, Mr. Pres ident?

Sena tor Magsaysay . It is on page 6, line 23.

Sena tor So tto. I th ink tha t would be a good sa feg~ac<l as l~ng
as we know tha t the DSWD or the DOLE does no t allow such.

Sena tor Magsaysay . Tha t is correc t , M r. Pres iden t.

Senator So tto. I would l ike to thank the d is t inguished gentle
man.

~-nder Sec tion 8, Mr. Pres ident , i fl maymove on, theworking
child i ~ enti tled "to personally re~e ive his/her wage.“Wha t is
m~ant by "personally"? Wha t do we mean when w; say money,
s_alary can only be given...Does i t mean we only give th;salary to
the ch ild h imselfor herselfd irec tly?

Senator Magsaysay . The way the s ta temen t goes, as the
gentleman mentioned, he has to rece ive i t personally, be ing
phys ically present.

Senator So tto. Do we allow the del ivery ofthe payment to the
parent or the guard ian?

SenatorMagsaysay . I would th ink that the work ing ch ild has
to be present even if the delivery will be given to the guard ian or
parent/parents. As the measure s ta tes i t , i t is prov ided fo r.

Senator Sotto. Actually, the way i t is s ta ted ， 一－I just want i t
spread into the records—I think is a good pro tection for the ch ild.
So we should ensure that this prov is ion would no t be c ircum
vented.

We should le t the employers know how to effec t the proper
paymen t. I do not know i f we need to elabora te on this l ine in
Sec tion 8.

SenatorMagsaysay . We are open to a s trongerprov is ion,—
Senator Sotto. Yes. Jus t to make sure…

Sena tor Magsaysay .-as the gentleman's concern.

Sena tor Sotto. Yes, M r. Pres ident

SenatorMagsaysay . Tha t is correc t , M r. Pres ident.

Senator So tto. Thank you then, M r. Pres ident.

May I move on now to Sec t ion l 0. Sect ion 10 requ ires tha t
the employer should prov ide the child w i th the appropr ia te oppor
tunity, as well as necessary support and ass is tance, to enable the
ch ild to ob ta in a t leas t pr imary and secondary educa t ion.

Jus t for clar i fica t ion. May we know wha t exac tly cons t i tu tes
"necessary suppor t and ass is tance?" So tha t , aga in, th is is clear
in the records.
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Sena torMagsaysay . I would interpret this, Mr. ~re~ ident,' ~~~
m employmg the clnld, he or she should be gwen theboard and
lodgmg , the cnwronrnent , the financ ial suppor t or ass is tance so
tha theorshemaybeable to finishhisorher pr imaryandsecondary
schoo l.

There are qu i te a lot o f famil ies that are do ing the~e, ~nd the~e
are s~hools which are giv ing equ ivalency education for domes ti~
h~l~ to fin ish the ir primary (elementary) or s:~?ndary . (high
school) education. I ~,,ould th ink that they should be made as a
model to be emula ted in other parts of our country .

Sena tor Sotto. Also, we want i t clear so tha t tl1e child劝llknow
wha t i t can demand from the employer and the employer w ill also
know wha t is expec ted o f him.

Sena tor Magsaysay . That is correct , Mr. Pres ident. Th is is
aMagna Carta for theWorkingChild, ine ffec t , and the gentleman's
observation holds true.

Sena tor Sotto. Yes. So, the way the gentleman de fines
"necessary support and ass is tance" is tha t , th is is at least to the
barest m in imum, board and lodging, whatever is necessary, that
they may be able to ach ieve primary or secondary education.

Sena tor Magsaysay . Well, there are also famil ies that try to
make the presence o f the working ch ildren—15, 16, 17, 18—l ike
they have become part o f an extended family and, in fac t , furn ished
themwi th a lo t ofpr iv ileges, say, free clothing , free to ile tries. Part
o f the family, in e ffec t. And tha t is the F il ip ino culture. They have
allowed them to take time o ff fromwork a t leas t once a week, to be
able to do wha t they would like to do dur ing the break.

Sena tor So tto. Well, I am glad the gentleman sa id tha t—
g iv ing them t ime o ff at leas t once a week, because that will br ing
us to Sec t ion 12. Bu t jus t as a rejo inder, I know for a fac t tha t
f il i p ino fa mil ies are like tha t—the way the gentleman descr ibes i t.
T~cy even ~o far ther than jus t g ive them pr imary and secondary
educa t ion. They are trea ted as a familymembe r. It is very comma~
~o th~ F i li_P inos". Bu t wha t we are address ing here, hope fully, in
Sec t ion 10 are those who are un-F i lip ino in the country . -And th~re
are a number o f them, I am sure.

Now, ~he_g_en tleman mentioned Sec t ion 12. Jus t clar i fy wha t
is e.xpec ted_o f t~e e~plo_yer under th is wh ich requ ires s tudy , res t
a~d_recre~ tion time for the work ing ch ild at leas t , aga in, th~·bare
minim皿？

~.cna tor Magsaysay . May I read the prov is ion, M r.
Pres iden t.

"Employers shall prov ide w i thin the ir es tablislm1ents
or work-places areas where the work ing ch ild can s tudy ,

res t and have some recrea t ion, and t ime for such
＇ ，acllv1 ttes.

I would like to thank the gentleman for that.

Le t me move on to Sec tion l 3-Hours ofWork ofa Working
Ch ild. May we know what is the rule today as to work hours and
work period of children under 15 and also over 15? Are we
changing anything under this b ill ? Is this a new proposal?

Senator Magsaysay . Accord ing to my staff here, 15 and
above and below 18, the working hour is 8 hours.

Sena tor Sotto. That is the present law?

Sena tor Magsaysay . Yes, that is the present law.

Sena tor So tto. And we are no t changing it.

Senator Magsaysay . We are hew ing to that , unless we want
to improve i t.

Sena tor Sotto. We jus t want to be informed.

Sena tor Magsaysay . So, i t is prac tically the same.

~enator So tto. The committee would be in a be t ter pos i tion
to tell us wh ich is bette r.

SenatorMagsaysay . I tl1i1蝉 this su ffices, Mr. Pres iden t. E ight
h~urs a day would be... I"know some familie;who overwork, ;ho
allow the ir domes tic help to work even beyond 12 hours.

Sena tor So tto. So, below 15...

Sena torMagsaysay. Below 15…

Although this is a broad stroke on the intent of allowing the
work ing child to study , res t and time for recreation and activ ities,
we can tighten this w ith some spec i fics. But I think that would be
up to the Department of Labor and Employment_a_~d the DSWD
t~ put in some instruct ions. But we do no t mind ifwe ge t some
str~nger prov is ion on this, i f the gentleman would like to tighten
this up.

Senator Sotto. Jus t perhaps a clearer enumeration ofwhatwe
mean by this. Because just read ing through it , we would expec t
that the employer should prov ide an area for study, rest and
recreation all in one place. Siguro ay kakaun ti lamang ang may
kakayahang gumawa noon, G inoong Pangulo. So, let us jus t
elaborate more on what we mean here. Hopefully, we will be able
to submit also an amendment at the proper time.
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Scna tor So tto. The gen tleman sa id l5 and above, iyong 8
hours. Wha t abou t below 15?

Sena tor_~~gs~ys_ay . ~ t!s s ilen~ here. It is aga ins t the presen t
law to force ch ildren below 15 to work. Meaning, regular~orkb~;
no t seasonal work w i th the ir family.

So, the exceptions are s ta ted in Sec tion 1 O tha t we rev iewed
earl ier. Bu t the general po licy is no t to allow children below 15
work, mean ing, have a regular work. We can include some
prov1s1ons…

Sena tor So t to. Wha t the gen tleman is saying is tha t they are
no t supposed to work.

Sena tor Magsaysay . They are no t supposed to work.

Sena tor So tto. So, the gen tleman is not prov id ing it here.

Sena torMagsaysay . Tha t is correc t. The secre taryofLabor
and Employment has ex is ting lis tings wh ich are exceptions to this
general prov is ion.

Sena tor So tto. Maywe ask that they submit i t to the members
o f the Sena te or to the record o fthe Sena te. I am sure the gentleman
has i t in our committee already.

Sena tor Magsaysay . We are look ing at the prov is ion. Th is
is a very th ick book from the A teneo Human R ights Center. So,
伽s is the pol icy instruc tion of the then M inistry of Labor and
Employment. So, this was…

Sena tor So t to. Where d id tha tbook emana te from--A teneo?

Sena tor Magsaysay . A teneo Human R ights Cen ter.

Sena tor So t.to. I am surpr ised the gentleman is mention ing r t.

Sena torMagsaysay. Coming fromLa Salle ，一

Sena tor So tto. Yes, I know.

Sena tor Magsaysay . -I canno tmention i t becaus: w_e h~v~
been figh t ing forever m the court . But ou ts ide, we are the bestof

行 iends.

Sena tor So tto. All r igh t. I thank the gen tleman very much.

So, may we have a copy of tha t particula r. ..

Sena tor Magsaysay . Certa inly, we w ill g ive the book to the
gen tleman, M r. Pres iden t.

Sena tor So tto. All r ight.

Sena tor Magsaysay . A Le tran alumnus will ge t an Ateneo
book. [laugh ter]

Sena tor So tto. That is fine w ith us, M r. Pres iden t. Probably,
we will learn La tin. We are only famil iar w ith Span ish.

Anyway, in Sec t ion 15 of the b ill, i t is prov ided tha t in the
absence of one of the parents, the rema in ing paren t shall be the
guard ian. In case of the absence of bo th parents, wh ich is very
common these days, who will be the guard ian? Jus t to be clear and
for the record, will we follow the prov is ion o fthe Family Code on
subs ti tu te and spec ial parental authority or are we prov id ing a
separa te prov is ion for this?

SenatorMagsaysay. Yes, we will follow the prov is ions ofthe
Family Code in the event that both parents are not present.

Senator So tto. Does the gentleman want to incorpora te
Article 216 ofthe FamilyCode?

Senator Magsaysay. May we hear that particular prov is ion
so we can elaborate i t.

Sena tor Sotto. Does the gentleman mean h is s ta ff does no t

have a copy of that?

Senator Magsaysay. They are giggl ing. I do no t th ink they
have famil ies ye t.

Sena tor So tto. I see. Well, Art icle 216, Mr. Pres ident , says:

In defaul tofparents or ajudic ially appointed guard ian,
the follow ing persons shall exerc ise subs ti tu te parental
authori ty over the child in the order ind ica ted.

(1) The surv iv ing grandparent ,
as prov ided in Art. 214;

(2) The oldes t bro ther or s is ter,
over twen ty-one years of age, unless
un fi t or d isqual i fied; and

(3) The child's ac tual cus tod ian, over twen ty
one years of age, unless unfi t or d isqual i fied.

Whenever the appo intmen t of a jud ic ial guard ian
over the property of the ch ild becomes necessary , the
same order ofpre ference shall be observed.

Does the gen tleman's back s ta ff agree to th is?

327



/11 terpella t io11s RECORD OF THE SENATE Vo l. I, No. 9

Sena torMagsaysay . I th ink th is is good to _inco~o~a te i~. ~ h,~
presentmeasure. Iam glad tha t the gentleman'sknowledgeof th is
is presentand we w ill include thls for a more spec i fic gu idel ine.

Sena tor So tto. Thank you verymuch. Alampo 11aman 11 inyo
11a basta pam- family, kam i 11 i Sena tor P imen tel ang mga
nangw1guna riyan.

So, we thank the gentleman for tha t. Wewill wa i t for the per iod
o f amendments and probably, i t can be a committee amendmen t.
We are w ill ing to sponsor tha t part icular amendment i f the gentle
man wan ts.

Sena tor Magsaysay . Wewould ra ther prefer tha t it becomes
an ind iv idual amendmen t com ing from the good sena tor because
he w ill also be part o f the major coau thors o f th is measure, wh ich
w ill be the firs t law in the whole world tha t hews closely to the
ra ti fied ILO Conven t ion 182. So th is w ill become, in fac t , a model
law for o ther coun tr ies.

Sena tor So tto. Th is ILO Conven t ion was ra t i fied by the
Sena te already .

Sena tor Magsaysay . Three years ago.

~e_n_a tor Sotto. Yes, three years ago, and the ILO Conven t ion
was held in?

Now, ano ther small concemlS In Sec tIOn 16
mllllmumbondrequIremen tofl0% Does th. There lS a
tha t tlllS IS a h ttle low? Would hc acce e gen tlemanno t thmk
15%? p t an amendmen t to, say,

328

Sena tor Magsaysay . Wewould pre fer tha t. This seems to be
a b i t on the low s ide. We are open to the gentleman's amendmen t,

M r. Pres ident.

Sena tor So tto. Thank you for tha t , Mr. Pres iden t. We can
move on then, I do no t need to elabora te on tha t.

Under Section 17, th is t ime, Mr. Pres iden t , i t s tates:

The parent or guard ian o f a working ch ild below
( fi fteen) 15 years of age shall se t up trus t fund for at leas t

twenty- five percent (25%) of the earn ings of the ch ild
whose wages and salaries from work and o ther income
amoun t to atleastP500,000.00 annually to be admin is tered
by a trus tee appo inted and superv ised by the court .

Now, aga in for the pro tec tion o fthe ch ild, should we no tmake
the m in imum amount o f the trus t fund to a t leas t , say, 30% of the
child's earn ings?

Sena tor Magsaysay . Tha t is des irable. Wha t I would like
also--maybe we can cons ider i t , because i t says here tha t the child
is a t least earn ing half a mill ion annually .

Sena tor So tto. For those who earn at leas t PS00,000 or half
a-mill ion pesos annually.

~en~ t_or Magsaysay . Bu t I th ink those earn ing even below
t~a~ should be pro tec ted by se tt ing as ide a trus t fund. How many
0_f ~he wo!~~ng ch ildren can earn h;lf-a-mill ion pesos annually, ~r
a t le~s t , P40,000 a month, excep t enterta inme~t and advert i; ing
~--a!~b:!.oung models. I th ink w~ should br ing th is down to mayb;
P200,000.

Sena tor So tto. Yes, M r. Pres iden t.

Sena tor Magsaysay . For our ccns idera t ion. M r. Pres iden t.

s.~~a tor_ ~o t to. Hope fully the gen tleman's commi ttee can
s tudy tlusanddunng the penodofamendmen ts,wew illbewllhng
to work w i th h im o~ th is·ma tte r.

8:1~ ~he_~, why are we lim i ting i t to only ch ildren UJ1der I 5 years
0忒dn; 『oes the gen tleman no t thmk tha t we should requ irea trus t

or all wolkmg clnldren unhl they reach the age o fmaJon ty
or 18 years o f age?

~~:i~ t~~.Ma~s_aysay . Tha t is a good po in t because ch ildren二：1c1e7thbeelow 1 8.The gen tlemanlS saymg thateven those

particular prov is ion.
ages o f 15 and 17 should als~ b~ covered by th is

Sena tor So tto. Yes, M r. Pres iden t.

Sena tor Magsaysay . In Geneva.

Sena tor So tto. In 19.. ?

Sena torMagsaysay . In2000.

Sena tor So t to. In 2000, t i订ee years ago also in Geneva.

Scna torMagsaysay OnNovember28,2OOO ThePlnhppme
Sena te unammously Slgned tlns ILO Convenhon No. 182 three
~ears a~o and immed ia tely transmi tted i t to th
CouncllonNovcmber28, 2000. eIntema tionalLabor
we wdl be the firs t country m thes\OV,htoht： ：芦勹了hyaevaersaas:。嘉：
law tha t addresses the iss~e o f

more tee th to end the wors t for＼；了皇盓°bf0:,h[1r.I})br:sr ，立尸
Sena tor So tto. I would l ike to thank th

WIll commend and congra tula te theesponsor for tha t . We
tha t . gen tleman's commi t tee for
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Sena tor Magsaysay . We have no objection, Mr. Pres iden t.

Sena tor S0Ho.1Trha t.'.s :'~ry good, Mr. Pres iden t. I thank the
gen tlemanverymuch for tha tbecauseaseveryone knows, I come
from thc en ter tammen t mdus甘y andl have seen tha t happen so
many nmes. Acluld s tar has been workmg for lO, l5 years, and
when he reachcs the age o f l8, he finds ou t tha t he has no money,
110 sav ings a t all. Kawmva 11a111a11. They should be protec t~-d-i~
th is b il l.

Scna to~_M_agsa_ysay . _ We will adjus t the percen tage to 30%
and we can talk abou t lowering the PS00,000 because we ;ould like
to cover also those who are…

Sena tor So tto. Cover those ch ildren until they reach 18 years
old.

Sena tor Magsaysay . Up to 18 years old.

Sena tor Sotto. I thank the sponsor for tha t answer, Mr.
Pres iden t.

May I move on to Sec t ion 24, Mr. Pres ident.

Sena torMagsaysay . Yes, Mr. Pres ident.

Sena tor So tto. The sponsor ment ioned NGOs and ch ild
car ing ins t i tut ions. Wha t are those NGOs and ch ild-car ing ins ti 
tu t ions tha t will be allowed to take a ch ild under the ir care for
pro tec t ive cus tody? Is there a lis t tha t the DSWD has?

Sena tor Magsaysay . We have a lady here from the Y isayan
Forum. Please s tand up . [Senator Magsaysay addressing the
lady.] She is a lady who has no t only absorbed a lo t o f orphans
and ch ildren bu t she tra ined them to become good c i t izens to be
able to pro tec t themselves.

How many ch ildren have you helped? [Sena tor Ma~says~y
sr ill address ini the lady.} F ive thousand ch ildren mos tly from the
邓ayas and l'vi indanao. And also some from Luzon.

Sena tor So tto. Is tl1erea listas ide from them? I hope all o ftliem
are...

Sena torMagsaysay . Wewill fom ish the gen tleman w i th a l is t,

Mr. Pres iden t.

Sena tor So tto. All r i gh t. We jus t wan t to. be,ca;e_~:.'.~
choosmg these orgamzauons HI/1小 加le IIIIIIg I1(IIIIlod.SIIOIIg
lalwr ni organ iza~on 11a 111akuk汕(1 /1or iII

Sena tor Magsaysay . These are reg i
s tered w i th the DSWD

and also w i th DOLE.

~~r~a~~~. ~o tt~ . Mr. Pres iden t , wha t is the curren t prac t ice in
pu ttmg a cluld under pro tec twe cus tody, ko tul(“'/1g.sa l((IIII/a?
Wha t is the ir experien~e?

~~n.a to~Mags_aysay . When a ch ild is rescued from explo i ta
hon under Saglp-Ba tn MGIIggag(lWO,heIshe 1s pu t under the
cus todyoftheDSWDwh1ch in turnlooks foranaccred1 tedNGO
~:_~n~ng cleared by the governmen t agency l ike the DSWD ;r- the
DQLE—to tTans fer thech ild for long-term rehablh taHon and
tra in ing .

Sena tor So tto. All righ t . I thank the sponsor for tha t answer,
M r. Pres ident.

Sec t ion 25 refers to "Co叽len tiality . " It s ta tes:

Any and all personwhe therjurid ical or natural, who
shall wi thl10ld from the publ ic informa tion on tl1e personal
c ircumstances of the offended party unt il the court
wh ich acqu ires jurisd ic tion over the case au thorizes...

I t also s ta tes:

. . .i t shall be un iawful for anyperson, organ iza t ion or
enti ty to cause undue publ ic i ty ofany informa t ion on the
offended par ty or any case involv ing any v iolation o f
th is Ac t wh ich resu lts in the moral degrada t ion and
suffering o f the o ffended party .

M r. Pres iden t , I personally th ink th is is a verygood prov is ion.
But the mos t a ffec ted here will be the med ia. Maybe we should
make i t clear wha t and when they can report. Th is is importan t
because a v iola tion o f th is prov is ion is pun ishable by s ix (6)
mon ths and one (1) day to s ix (6) years and a fine ofno t less than
p I 0,000 bu t no t more than PI 00,000, or bo th.

Probably the sponsor can elabora te or g ive us a s i tua t ional
example o fwha t and how the med ia should repor t such an even t
or a news i tem. We do no t wan t Magandang Gab i. Bayan be ing
charged w i th such.

In o ther words, will the sponsor elaborate on wha t cons t i tu tes
"undue publ ic i ty o f any in fo1ma t ion?" Tha t was the phrase used
here, "undue pub lic i t)1 o f any informa t ion."

Sena tor Magsaysay . I would th ink tha t such a person whose
c ircums tances are bad enough or h i ghly unaccep table in soc ial
con tex t should be pro tec ted from undue publ ic i ty so tha t when he
or she w ill be rehab山 ta ted, he or she w ill be able to s tar t a new l i fc
and no t be exposed 10 r id icule or publ ic rejec t ion. As in the case
o f a young g irl who was abused by her s tep fa ther a few years ago,
med ia coopera ted and never showed her face. She is now a college
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d she is becoming very much p.rodu~~s tudentw i thanewname an' through such

;i;;,- ~ - young part of our soc iety wi thou t gomg

ridicule.

Sena tor So t to. Wha t the gentleman is saying is tha t , in the
pasl, n happened bu t only because med1a coopcra ted. What we
are puttmg here m tlns measure IS, we are insh tunonal izmg 1 t . In
o th~r words, talagang h in ih igpitan na t in.

Sena tor Magsaysay . Tha t is correc t , M r. Pres iden t.

Sena tor So tto. All r igh t. And i t is no t in the curren t law.

Sena tor Magsaysay . I t is no t.

Sena tor So tto. Th is would be another ma in feature o f this
Magna Carta for the Working Ch ild.

Sena tor Magsaysay . These are also like young girls in bars
or parlors tha t when they are rescued or arrested, they are
pro tec ted from publ ic v iew by the Sagip-Ba ta Manggagawa so
tha t they may be able to have a fresh start w i thou t the liab i li ty o f
be ing publ icly r id iculed a t an earl ier age or ages.

Sena tor Sotto. All r i gh t. I th ink th is is, as I sa id, a very good
prov is ion. I f there is no objec t ion from the med ia, I w ill fully
suppor t i t.

The beau ti fol lady bes ide the d is t ingu ished sena tor, whom
the gen tleman sa id represents the V isayan organ iza tion, what is
the name o f tha t orgamza tIO们A t presen t there is a ~ork ing
ch ildren's organ iza t ion. Is th is the same one?

Sen: tor~agsay~a_y . Yes. I th ink she v is i ted the gentleman's
o ffice a few nmes and he has been helping her. She lS Cec ille
U ybanda

Sena tor So tto. Wha t is the name o f the organ iza t ion aga in?

Sena tor Ma gsaysay . I t is the Y isayan Forum.

Scna tor So t to. Tha t 1s d1 fferen t . We unders tand there IS
:urr~~ tly ~ _work ing ch ildren's organ iza tio-n:
fa皿harWI th tIllS ,J Is the gentleman

Sena tor Magsaysay . She is also pa rt o f tha t.

S~na_tor S~ tto. May we have more in fi
orgamza t io11, please? Well. orma t ion abou t th is
Pres iden t . , JUs t for in forma tIOnal purposes, Mr.

~e t me_move on to Sec tion 30, Mr. p
WIll be mylas t two pom ts res1dent Hopefully , these
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On the need for a med ic_al ce rti~ca~e,.m~~ I ~o~ i_fdrug tes t ing
w ill b~ part o f the tes ts to be conduc ted, M r. Pres iden t?

SenatorMagsaysay . I would th ink tha t th is is parto f the tes t

as s ta ted: "to continue employmen t or engagement in work."

Sena tor So t to. We do no t actually mandate i t. I t can be...

Sena tor Magsaysay . It may be, yes.

Sena tor So tto. All r ight. Ijustwanted to know. I d id no twant

to really spread i t here, M r. Pres ident , because we have been
hav ing bad exper iences w i th drug testing lately.

F inally, M r. Pres ident , may I know why there is no—or I jus t

missed i t-penalty for parents who fa il to file a bond or open a trus t

fund for the ir children? I have no t found i t here. Why are we no t

pu tt ing i t here ifmy glanc ing or brows ing through is co兀ec t? We
might be giv ing the wrong s ignal to parents who may continue to
explo i t the ir children and was te the ir earn ings. D id I jus t miss i t?

SenatorMagsaysay . There is a sec tionhere penal iz ing o ther
v iolations of this Ac t.

Senator Sotto. ls i t Sec tion 35?

SenatorMagsaysay . Sec tion 35, page 15.

Sena tor Sotto. Yes, M r. Pres iden t.

Sena tor Magsaysay . So the sec tion is broad enough tha t the
cour t will be able to dec ide on the bas is of the absence o f

pro tec tion o f those children, 17 and below, on the trus t fund and
the suppor t o f the parents.

W~ may accept an amendment i f the gentleman would l ike to
make_ th is spec i fic—to impose penalty ~n parents who do no t
comply w i th the trus t fund, e t c~tera.

Sena~or Sotto. Well, yes. Personally, I thinkwe mus t impose
a subs tan t ial fine for err i~g paren ts.

~ena t~rMagsaysay . We will accept the prov is ion tha twill be
put forward at the pr~p~~ time.

~ena~~~ ~otto. Thank you then, M r. Pres iden t. Wew ill do so,
andlwouldhke to thank the gentleman andcongratula tehlm for
th is measure.

~~:V0~ld like to commend the committee for the Magna Carta
口0er tahbelewto0扣ngChlldAndhope fully,a t the proper time,we叩

presen t the amendmen t ; · wh ich· w i·ll be grac iously
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~cc~pted by the d ist inguished sponsor. Thank you, Mr. Pres i
den t.

Sena t~r Magsaysay . Thank you, Mr. Pres ident. We will
a~.c.:pt any~hing ~o i1?1?_rove this measure. This is some thing th~~
al~-~he.senators s~ould b~ made a part of,—and indeed they :r~—
wi th these very interesting interpellations and observati~ns.

Sena tor Legarda. The las t person to interpellate, Mr. Pres i-
dent , is Sen. Aquilino Q. Pimentel Jr.

The Pres iden t. Sen. Aqu il ino Q. Pimentel Jr. is recognized.

Senator P imentel. Thank you verymuch, Mr. Pres ident.

I have very few questions, but I would like to clarify certa in
th ings ifthe sponsor would kindly respond to some ques tions, Mr.
Pres iden t.

Sena torMagsaysay. Certainly, Mr. President, to the gentle
man from Cagayan de Oro, Mindanao, and the Philipp ines.

Senator P imentel. This b ill would no t regula te working
cond i tions or work ing terms for people who are 18 and above, is
tha t correct?

Sena tor Magsaysay . Tha t is correc t. Th is is just for the
working ch ild—the ch ild, as de fined by the Un itedNa tions,below
18 years of age.

Sena tor P imen teL Yes. In any event , i t looks like this b ill
would also clar i fy work ing terms for ch ildren, 15 and above, bu t
below 18. Is tha t correc t , M r. Pres iden t?

Sena torMagsaysay . Tha t is correc t.

Senator P imente l. And the terms and cond i t ions for children,
15 and above bu t below 18, would no t apply or would be very
d i fferent from those tha t appl ied to ch ildren below 15?

Sena tor Magsaysay . Tha t is correc t , M r. Pres iden t.

Senator P imen te l. Because as far as ch ildren below 15 are
concerned, the prov is ion is absolute?

Sena tor Magsaysay . There are certa in exemptions as pro
v ided for, I th ink, in Sec tion 10.

Sena tor P imen te l. Wh ich are? K indly remind us, M r.

Pres iden t.

Sena tor Magsaysay . Sec t ion 5, l ine 3 ofpage 6, s ta tes:

Sec. 5. Min imumAgeofEmploymen t . - No childless
than fifteen (15) years ofage shall be employed, permitted
or suffered to work in any job or undertaking except
under the following c ircumstances:

(a) When the child works in a family undertaking ,
direc tly under the sole respons ibil ity of the parent or
guardian who has control and superv is ion over the
activ ities ofthe child on tha tjob, ac t iv ity or undertaking
where onlymembers of the family are employed;

So this is like family-oriented activ ity, work.

b) When the part ic ipation of the child in a job,
ac tiv ity or undertaking is absolutely necessary and
essential, or thepart, function or role concerned could be
performed or undertaken only by a child, such as those
parts , func tions or roles ofchildren in publ ic informa tion
or enterta irunent ac tiv ities, undertakings or projec ts,
spec i fically in c inema, thea ter, rad io, televis ion or in
other forms ofmedia: Provided, That the contrac t for the
purpose is concluded with parents or guardians w ith the
express agreement of the child and the approval of the
Department ofLabor and Employmen t.

So pr ior approval of parents or guard ians.

The parent, guard ian or employer:

(1) Ensures the protec tion of the heal th, sa fety,
morals and normal developmen t o f the ch ild;

(2) Ins t i tu tes measures to preven t explo i tation
o f and d iscr imina tion aga ins t the ch ild; and

(3) Formulates and implements continu ing pro
gran飞； for the educa t ion, tra in ing and skills acqu is i 
tion of the ch ild.

The employer is fur ther requ ired to secure a
work permit from the Department of Labor and
Employmen t be fore engaging such ch ild in employ
men t.

So these are for ch ildren less than 15 years o f age. These are
exemptions.

Sena tor P imen te l. Yes. Is the sponsor done, M r. Pres ident?

Sena tor Magsaysay . Then Sec t ion 6, for those children
above 15 years of age.
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Sena tor P imen te l. All r igh t. Le t us jus t tackle the s i~~a_t!,~~
ofch ildrenbelow l5. The exemptionapparen tlycoversac t iv i t ies
ofch ildrenwork.ingw i th family firms,Mr. Pres iden t , orwork ing
w i ti1 the enterta inrnen t and med ia indus tr ies. Is tha t correc t?

Sena tor Magsaysay . Tha t is co兀ec t , Mr. Pres iden t.

Sena tor P imen te l. Wha t abou t ch ildren below 15 who,
because o f poverty, are working on the stree ts? ~ am ~~~ t
reword ing ac tually Sena tor So tto's concem because these ch il
dren are no t obv iously covered by the exemption.

In o ther words, they are trying to earn a liv ing to make boJy
and soul live under very s trenuous c ircums tances tha t normally
should no t be allowed. Wha t do we intend to do wi th them?

Sena tor Magsaysay . If these ch ildren below 15 are work ing
on the s tree ts and they are work ing under the superv is ion o f the ir
paren ts or guard ians bu t s t ill go to school and are no t vulnerable
to sa fe ty hazard, hea lth, e t ce tera, and are no t work ing dur ing the
d i fficul t t imes o f the day , maybe they fall under th is prov is ion. Bu t
I unders tand tha t a lo t of these s tree tch ildren below 15 are jus t
work ing because they wan t to surv ive and w i thou t any superv i 
s ion. I do no t th ink even the paren ts know, i f they have parents
a t al l. Many o f them or a lo t o f them are runaways, and they are
ou t there to escape the abuses of the ir parents or s tepfa thers.

So, th is is where the DSWD and the local governmen t come
in and try to pu t them under a k ind o f she lter where in they can be
g iven some decen t bas ic l iv ing and tra in ing , board and lodg ing ,
or maybe tl1ree meals a day.

So, tha t is where the govenlillen t or the local governmen t
comes in, M r. Pres iden t.

Sena tor P imen te l. In e ffec t , Mr. Pres iden t , wha t we are
say ing !s_ tha_t i f a ch ild really has to work to surv ive, he is no t
ovc:~d b~ t~1 is prov is ion. l th ink the b ill o f the spon.sor wo~l-d

r,enal iz: adu lts_:vho sor t o fexplo i t the ch ildren. Bu t.i f the ch ild;~~
thcmscl1\:es r:all,Y_'.1.ave to work to surv ive, then they mi gh~-~;; b~
covered by th is b il l.

Senalor Magsaysa y . I agrCC WI th thc dlS tmguIshed gen tle
man, Mr. Prcs1denI I mean, how can we le t them.. These ale
cluldren tha1 are no t covered m the sense tha t they arc forced to
WOlk to surwve to gc t even one square meal a day . How can we
pul~ th_e_~ ~u t unless there is some t-h ing be t ter~
or thc NGO to o ffcr? or the governn1en t

~cna t~r I~ im_cr~ te l. In fac t , tha t is the tlu·us t o f
In llns parhcular blll, my undeIS tandmg IS tha t wc na1lye qnlly勹~olno
proh ib i t and penal ize adu lts who explo i7 cll i.ict~-~1~·6

Y compell ing
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them to work under hazardous or _perhaps sm_ne t imes oppress ive
~;~d i t ions. But we do no t cover i~s tances ~here ch ildren them
;;Ives are compelled to work under certa in cond i t ions in the ir
l ives.

Sena tor Magsaysay . Mr. Pres ident , the gentleman's obser
va t ion is qu i te acute, sens i tive. Bu t there are laws that pena lize
those who exp lo甘 ， includ ing adul ts-P.D. No. 603 and Repub lic
ActNo. 7610一wh ich answer the gentleman's deep concern as to
penal iz ing those who explo i t children under such s itua t ions and
a t such tender minds.

Sena tor P imen te l. Probably I did no t phrase my ques tion
clearly, but I was talk ing of the children themselves. In o ther
words, i t is clear tha t i f an adu lt would explo i t children, tha t adu lt

would come w i th in the purv iew of this b ill as well as under the
purv iew of the decree tha t the gen tleman has c ited.

I am talk ing of a s i tua t ion where a child is no t explo i ted by
anyone, but is compelled to work to surv ive. Therefore, wha t I
would like to find out is, canwe not somehow fi t h is s ituation under
the gentleman's b ill so tha t he may be covered even i f he is no t

explo ited by anyone but would have to do an adult's work in order
to surv ive?

Sena torMagsaysay . I agree wi th the gentleman. We should
broaden the coverage of the b ill so tha t those ch ildren who had

. to work because of the ir d i fficult s i tuation, jus t to keep the ir body
and soul toge ther, should be covered by this b il l. I th ink a
prov is ion o fputtingmore tee th or compell ing the DSWD and the
LGUs to pu t more resources and time could address the concerns
o f these ch ildren tha t the gen tleman is talk ing abou t , who are no t
covered in th is presen t measure.

Sena tor P imente l. As the gen tleman percept ively po in ted
ou t , the s i n.ia t ion tha t I env is ion would cover runaways一ch ildren
who would go, for example, to a gasol ine s ta t ion and would beg
the o,vner of the gaso line s ta t ion, "Please allow me to serve as a
~asol ine a ttendan t or to jus t w ipe the t ires of the cars tha t come
~l~re so I can earn some th ing to buy my nex t mea l. " I do no t know
i f tha t can be covered by o~r b ill,-Mr~ Pres iden t .

Sena torMagsaysay . Wew ill 甘y to cra ft a prov is ion tha t w ill

address th is soc ial issue to cover the-ch ildren tha t the gen tleman
is re ferr ing to, M r. Pres iden t.

Sena tor P imen te l. Probably , M r. Pres iden t , we should ~]so
pu t a ~r~v is ion proh ib山ng the p~nalty of dea th to be imposed on
any o f these ch ildren.

'W_e are talk ing abou t,''Okay, masama iyan. H11wag ~110~'.g
gaw/IA1 /yGII.“Bu t I fwe allow ch ildren to be penal ized w i thdea th,
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even, le tus say, above 15 and below 18
o f these in the dea th row where child,r:nthhearde:reeesnos?en:en二？心？：
dea th—I th inkwecanreenforce ther ights of thech ildb
tha t prov is ion here. y putting

Senator Magsaysay . There is no dea th penalty now. Is i t
dea th or the ft?

Sena tor P imen tel. It is dea th—kama tayan, b itay.

Se~ato~ M~gsay~ay . There is ano ther pend ing b ill on the
compreh~ns ive juvenile jus tice. But if this - is ge~ne t~- th;
measure tha t we are looking a t , we do no t mind to-absorb some of
those prov is ions that address th is issue.

~~nat~r-P i~~-n_tel~ Yes, because we are talking ofpro tec ting
the r ights ofthe ch ild. What can be a grea ter r ight of the-ch ild tha~
the r ight to l ife?

Sena torMagsaysay. In fact, inCebu, MargotVargas Osme fia,
the w ife of Mayor Tommy Osme证， pu t up a center for young
o ffenders so that they will be separated from the real adu lt
criminals and that they can be rehab il itatedmuch better and w i th in
the context of remov ing them from the bad influence of the more
adul t criminals. And th is is the model that o ther c it ies should
follow. I think Boys Town in Mar ik ina is towards th is d irec tion.
It is l ike a halfway house.

Sena tor P imentel. Finally, Mr. Pres iden t. I was l is tening very
intently to the d iscuss ion between the gentleman and Sena tor
So tto on the trus t fund requ irement for parents to make sure tha t
they do not misuse the earnings of the ir child. I th ink we should
be a l i ttle careful on this because I do bel ieve tha t the rela t ionsh ip
between parents and child should be d ic ta ted by love, no t by legal
prescr iptions.

In o ther words, itwould look terr ibly bad as an ind ictmen t on
the kind ofparents we have in this country ifwe have to pu t a law
to make sure that these parents will no t misuse the earn ings o f the
child. Ofcourse, there is a need to pro tect the child's earnings. Bu t
I wonder if it is necessary to spec ify a legal prov is ion tha t would
penal ize the parents for perce ived misuse of the _e~rnings ?f th~
~hild. Of co~se, I would bow to the experienced observa tion of
Sena tor Sotto. If he bel ieves tha t indeed there are widespread
ins tances of parents abus ing the earn ings of the ir chil?re~, t~en
probablywe ~hould go into i t. But, bas ica~ly, my ~os i~~on is t~~t,
~arentai relationship-with children should never be d ic tated by
law. It should be de fined by love.

Sena torMagsaysay . The feedbacks from the DSWD_ ~~d~e
DOLE are tha t, ther~ are really some explo i ta t ions on children's
income. For example, when the ch ild enterta iner or s tar becomes

an adul t , i t is all gone an c:1 they have nothing to look forward to,
~ven to finish the ir college. So I th ink Sena tor So tto has a good,
keen ins ight on th is industry.

Sena tor P imen te l. Jus t a fmal po in t on tha t , M r. Pres iden t.

I think there are adequa teprov is ions in the C ivil Code tha t can
verywell cover tha t instance. As a ma tter offac t , for example, there
are many ins tances where the managers一even a manager of a
boxer-misuse the earn ings of an a thlete under the ir cu;tody or
under the ir supervis ion and contro l. But I am no t too sure tha t
there is a need to prov ide for a trus t fund for tha t adul tboxer or adul t
a thle te so that h is manager w ill no t misuse h is earnings. In any
event , h is earnings are protec ted already by the fiduc iary rela t ion
ship between h im and his manager as embod ied in the C iv il Code
prov1s1ons.

Sena tor Magsaysay. The observa tion is no ted, Mr.
Pres ident.

The Pres iden t. Sen. Joker P. Arroyo is recogn ized.

Sena tor Arroyo. M r. Pres iden t , the sponsor, Sena tor
Magsaysay, and the Majority Leader, Sena tor Legarda, should be
commended for this b ill because ch ild labor is the produc t o f
poverty .

I have no in ten如n of interpella廿ng, bu t I l is tened to the
interpella tion ofthe M inor ity Leader who is an expert on ch ildren
and it aroused my interes t. So I would jus t l ike a clarifica tion.

I am referring to the hours ofwork ofaworking ch ild on page
8, lines 9, 10and1 1. I t says:

(b) No child fifteen (15) years ofage and above shall
be allowed to work between ten o'clock in the even ing
and s ix o'clock in the morn ing o f the follow ing day, for
more than e igh t (8) hours a day and in no case beyond
forty (40) hours a week.

M r. Pres iden t, I am reminded abou t the problems ofma ids.
There are ma ids who are w i th in the age o f 15 and 18. We know
ma ids are a t the beck and call of the ir employers.

I was jus t wondering how we can enforce th is一tha t no work
between ten o'clock in the evening and s ix o'clock in the morn ing
and in no case beyond 40 hours a week, when actuallyma ids work
more than tha t. I would jus t l ike a clarifica tion on tha t , M r.
Pres ident.

Sena tor Magsaysay . I can see the po int of the gen tleman一
how can we enforce th is pa rticular prov is ion? As the gentleman
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sa id, the hours covered here are also the hours that the help are
asked一be tween teno'clock in the evening ands ix o'clock in the
morn ing . Because the chddrenmight evenbe wak ingup earl ier
than s ix o'clock m the mornmg and the help WIll be prepar ing
breakfast , e t ce tera.

Is the gentleman saymg , Mr. Pres ident, that thIS ls no t
enforceable, orWIll th ismake farrul iesbreak the law i f thlss tays?

Senator Arroyo. Iwas jus twondering howwecanmake -~s...
Because, actually,-nobody-will 灿ow一s ince these are ma ids ~r
help em~loyed i~ househ~lds—what hours of the day the~ work.
So i wa;ju~ t wondering howwe could cra ft th is b ill in such a ~ay
tha t we,,.~ ill be able to enforce th is prov is ion. That is, more or less,
my ques t ion.

Sena tor Magsaysay . There is ano ther pend ing b ill here, the
Magna Carta for Household Help tha t addresses this issue and
also carr ies the same prov is ion.

Bu t the gen tleman's concern is genu ine—how can we work
on the amb i t o f even ing activ i t ies which requ ires the serv ices of
household help?

In fac t , dur ing the day they are not so busy o ther than the
usual cleaning up . Bu t i t is in the even ingwhen the family arrives—
the ch ildren, the father, the mo ther, and a lo t ofload ge ts into the
la tter par t of the day , wh ich is early evening up to maybe ten or
eleven. And then the nex t day , maybe at five o'clock in the
morn ing , they have to wake up and prepare breakfas t. It is the
ac tual prac t ice o f the family .

Sena tor Arroyo. One o ther thing . Most parents of these
~oung hel p somet imes are the ones who collec t the salaries from
th~ ir. mas ters. So the ch ild works, bu t the parents collec t ;l;~
salar ies.

~ -~ow~the.re are certa in prov is ions about the trus t fund and
all o f that Buthowcanwehelp pro tec t the chlldwhen the parent
lS the one who collec ts the salary? That has been a prac tice that
is tolera ted in our culture.

Sena torMagsaysay.ThatISCOrrec t,Mr.Pres1dent.I thInkm
the falm arcas, m the hac/endas be fore, the helpers are asked by
thelr parents tokeep onrenu ttmg thewhole allowanceormcome,
and theyarele ftw i th noteven l0%ofthemncomeb
obl iga t ion to the ir parents. ecauseofthe ir

Scna torArroyo. I wIll leavel t to thesponsor,I th咄because
he ~s more famil iar w i th th is, and he is a ide-db
to figureouthow yexperts m tlns field

wecan intToduceaconum tteereport tomake th is
prov is ion, Sec t ion l 3(b), workable.
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I w ill proceed to another one. I am referring to Sec t ion 13,
subsec tion(a):“No ch ildbelow fi fteen (15) years ofageshallbe
allowed to work between e ight o'clock in the evemng and s ix
o'clock in the mom ing of the folloW1ng day, … .

＇ ，

Now, I wonder一I o ffer no solu tion一wh~ ther we can just

eliminate this and thenprohib it ch ildrenbelow 15 years ofage from
working . It is jus t a thought. . I am no t sa~i~g th~t I have the
compet~nce to... I have studi_e_d t_his v_erywell,_b_ut':'hy do we not
jus t prohib it 15 years old and below fromwork ing?

SenatorMagsaysay . The answerhere, Mr. Pres ident , is that

we ra ti fied an ILO Convention…

Sena tor Arroyo. The 15 years old and below are allowed to
work?

Sena tor Magsaysay.Yes, under certa in c ircumstances.

Sena tor Arroyo. Ifthat is the case, thenwe are boundby that.
That is abou t al l. I only wanted to clarify certa in po ints.

I would l ike to thank the dis tinguished sponsor, M r.
Pres ident.

Sena torMagsaysay . Thank you, Mr. Pres ident.

The Pres iden t. Thank you, Senator Arroyo. The Acting
Majority Leader is recognized.

Senator Flavier. M r. Pres ident , I move that we suspend
cons ideration ofSenate B illNo. 215 5 underCommitteeReportNo.
52.

The Pres iden t. Before we do that , can we no t terminate the
?e riod o f interpellations on this part icular measure, ifno senator
has reserved to in terpellate?

Senator Flavier. In v iew ofthat , Mr. Pres ident , I withdrawmy
formermo tionand insteadmove for the terrnina tiono fthe period
o f interpella t ions on Sena te B ill No. 2155-.

~en~tor ~agsaysay . Be fore tha t , M r. Pres ident , mayl jus t
mention here tha t Sena tor De Castro, who was scheduled to
mterpellate,haswa ivedh is t imebecausehe 际ows the importance
andexped1encyo ftlnsblll. Sohe gracefullywa ivedm favorofjus t
introduc ing some amendmen ts when the period ofamendments
comes.

Sena贮霍霍 ［芦息h t , the. penod o f in terpellanons on
Y termina ted.

Is the committee prepared w i th the commi ttee amendments?
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~re:~~~::,Magsaysay . We have no comm i ttee amendments,
M r. Pres iden t.

The Pres iden t . I fthereare nocommitteeamendments, then
when we resume cons idera t ion of the measure, i t will be in the
per iod of ind iv idual amendments.

Sena tor Magsaysay . Tha t is correc t, Mr. Pres ident.

The Pres iden t. The Acting Major ity Leader is recogn ized.

S~na tor Fla: ier. I move that we termina te the per iod of
committee amendments and proceed to the ind iv idua-1 amend
men ts.

The Pres iden t . S ince the committee has no amendmen t , the
per iod ofcommittee amendments is termina ted.

SUSPENSION OF CONSIDERATION OF S. NO. 2155

Sena tor Flav ier. M r. Pres ident, I move tha t we suspend
cons idera tion ofSena te B ill No. 2155.

The Pres iden t. Is there any objec t ion? [Silence} There be ing
none, the mo tion is approved.

Sena tor Magsaysay . Thank you, M r. Pres iden t.

Sena tor Flav ier. A t this po in t , M r. Pres iden t , I move tha twe
resume…

The Pres iden t. Before the mo t ion of the Ac ting Major ity
Leader, may the Cha ir firs t recogn ize Sen. Sergio R. Osme iia II I.
Wha t is the pleasure of the gentleman from Cebu?

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY OF SENATOR OSMENA III
(Re: Limi ta tion o fDe fin ition o f"Spe cial Purpose
Veh icle" in the B icameral Con ference Commi ttee

Repor t on the Exc ise Tax)

Sena tor Osme fia II I. M r. Pres iden t, jus t a parl iamen tary
ma tter, w i th the permiss ion o f the Sena te Pres ident Pro Tempore
and Ac t ing Major i ty Leader.

The Pres iden t. Please proceed, Sena tor Osme沺

Sena tor Osme fia III. I have be fore me, M r. Pres iden t, a copy
o f the Conference Committee Repor t on the exc ise tax. Un fortu
na tely, the cha ir is no t here, al though Sen. Joker A兀oyo, whowas
there: · is here. I remember very clearly las t n igh t tha_t Sen~ t~r
Mag~aysay brought up a ma tter tha t migh t seem ~nor bu t mi~h t
a ffe~t ; subs tan t~l n~mber ofveh icles w i th regard to exemption
from the exc ise tax.

So I refer, for the record,—today I wan t to make sure一page
4, subsec tion ( f) wh ich is the de fin i tion of "Spec ial Purpose
Vehicle." In the B icameral Conference Committee Report, it reads:
"Spec ial Purpose Veh icle shall mean a mo tor vehicle des igned for
spec i fic appl ication such as cement mixer, firetruck, ambulance
and/ormed ical unit, and off-road veh icles for heavy indus tr ies and
no t for recrea t ional ac tiv i ties."

Mr. Pres ident, I think the record w ill re flec t that las t n igh t ,
Senator Magsaysay brought up vehicles that are used, say, by
u tilities—PLDT, the telephone companies, the elec tTic d istribu
tion u tility compan ies-whe ther they are vans or boom trucks, or
wha tever type of contraption they have on them, or some t imes
they might jus t be pla in vans wh ich come around to fix the l ines
tha t fall down in front of our res idence, and by o ther industries
such as water company and even telev is ion s ta tions. They have
OB vans or theyjus thave theplain reporter's vans which are really
pickups.

They are intended to be exempt from exc ise taxes because
they are used for commerc ial purposes and do no t fall under the
automob ile meaning of the word as used in the law.

I am a little b it surpr ised, perhaps ，一because of the la te
hour—tha t the de fin i t ion o f "Spec ial Purpose Veh icle" is sort o f
limited. Maybe we should have put in a phrase "such as, bu t no t
l imited to," or "veh icles for industrial and commerc ial purposes."

M r. Pres ident, unfortuna tely, I canno t ge t th is clar i fica tion.
The transcrip t of las t n ight's mee ting is not ye t ready, will no t be
ready t ill 9:00 a.m. tomo兀ow, I understand, and Sena tor Rec to is
not here.

MANIFESTATION OF SENATOR OSMENA III
(To Bring to the Atten t ion o f the B icameral
Panel the Inclus ion ofVeh icles for Indus tr ial
and Commercial Purposes in theDe fin i t ion o f

"Spe cial Purpose Veh icle")

I would l ike to pu t on record tha t I objec ted, in my s ignature,
for th is purpose jus t to make sure tha t maybe we can s t ill have t ime
to correc t th is一tha t those types o fveh icles are included in the law
under those veh icles tha t would be exempt from exc ise taxes.

Thank you, M r. Pres iden t.

The Pres iden t. The man ifes ta t ion o f the gentleman from
Cebu is no ted on the record and a t the appropr ia te time, th is will
be brough t to the a tten tion o f the cha ir o f the Sena te con t ingen t
to the B icameral Con ference Commi rtee when he reports ou t the
B icameral Conference Committee Repor t.

The Ac t ingMajor i ty Leader is recogn ized.
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