
RECORD OF THE SENATE

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 31, 2007

OPENING OF THE SESSION

A t 4:09 p.m., the Senate Pres ident, Hon. Manny Villar,
called the session to order.

The Pres iden t. The 61 st sess ion of the Th ird Regular
Sess ion of the Th irteenth Congress is hereby called to order.

Let us all stand for the open ing prayer to be led by Sen.
R ichard J . Gordon.

Eve,ybody rosefor the prayer.

PRAYER

SenatorGordon.

Lord, we bow before You today , s incerely hop ing
thatYou w ill lend an ear to our prayer. There have been
many prayers in th is Chamber. Everydaywe pray andwe
s incerely hope thatYou lend an ear to our prayers today .
We pray for Your gu idance and Your spir i t that we
may be led by Your w ill in the final days of the
Th i rteenth Congress and use th is remain ing time to
pass legislat ions that would promote the welfare and
prosper ity of our people.

We pray likew ise for our colleagueswho are end ing
the ir terms as senators ofthe land. We thankYou, Lord,
for the w isdom that they have shared w ith th is august
House and we pray that You w ill lead them to paths that
would enable them to continue to serve the interes ts of
the nat ion outs ide of the Senate.

We pray for hum il ity , Lord, thatwemay , as a nat ion,
subm i t ourselves to Your w ill in order to ach ieve the
grea t11ess that You in tended for our beloved country;
thatYou imbue th is nation w i thworthy causes, Lord, and
the courage and fort itude to pursue and real ize these
causes, for a nat ion w ithout a worthy cause is a nation
w i thout a sou l.

Strengthen our m inds that we may understand that
each ofus mustdo ourpart in thework ofnation-building,
and bless us w ith a generous heart to give the bes t of
ourselves that we may be worthy of our pos it ion, our
famil ies, and ourparamount role as a c itizen ofth is nat ion.

And, Lord, I would l ike to end w ith the prayerofSa int

Ignat ius:

Dearest Lord, teach me to be generous; teach me to
serve Thee as Thou deservest; to give and not to count ,
the cost ; to fight and not to heed the wounds; to labor
and no t to seek for rest ; to to il and not to ask for reward;
save that of know ing I am do ing Thy most holy and
sacredw ill .

Amen.

ROLL CALL

The Pres iden t. The Secretaryw ill please call the rol l.

The Secretary , reading:

Senator Edgardo J . Angara ……………………..Present
Senator Joker P. Arroyo …………………. . . . . . ….Present
SenatorRodolfoG. B iazon ………………………Present
Senator Compafiera P ia S. Cayetano ………...Present
Senator M iriam Defensor Santiago.………….Present
Senator FranklinM. Drilon......……. .. . . . ……..Present
Senator J inggoy Ejerc ito Estrada ……………..Present
Senator Lu isa "Lo i''P. Ejerc ito Estrada …….Present
Senator Juan Ponce Enr ile ……. . …………. . .….Present*
Senator Juan M. Flav ier....................………..Present
SenatorRichard J. Gordon.....… . . . . . . … . . ……..Present
Senator Panfilo M. Lacson ……………………..Presen t
Senator Manuel "L i to" M. Lap id ……………..Present
SenatorAlfredo S. Lim . . . . . . . . . . . . ………. . . . . . . . ….Present
Senator M. A. Madr igal........................…....Present
Senator Ramon B. Magsaysay Jr...…………..Present
Senator Sergio R. Osmefia III ……………… . ….Present*
Senator K iko Pangil inan..............… . ……......Present
SenatorAqu i linoQ . P imente!Jr. ………………Present
Senator Ralph G. Recto..…… . . . . . ……. . … . . . …..Absen t
Senator Ramon BongRev illa Jr. . ……………...Present
Senator Mar A. Roxas.…. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ……....Present*
The Pres ident . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Present

The Pres iden t. W ith 19 senators present, the Cha ir declares
the presence of a quorum.

The Major ity Leader is recogn ized.

THE JOURNAL

Senator Pangilinan. Mr. Pres iden t, I move thatwe d ispense
w i th the read ing of the Journal of the 59 th sess ion, January 29,
2007 and cons ider i t approved.

* Arrived after the roll call
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Senator Osmefia III. Yes, Mr. Pres ident, there are a few
comm ittee amendments,just an overs igh tonmy partand I take the
blame for this. But it is just ve1-y short .

ThePres identProTempore. Please proceed.

COMMITTEE AMENDMENTS

SenatorOsmefiaUI. Onpage2, l ines 11 to 15,delete theentire
subsection "EXEMPTIONFROMPAYMENTOF INDIVIDUAL
INCOMETAXES; PROVIDED, THATTHEIRANNUALTAX­
ABLEINCOMEDOESNOTEXCEEDTHEPOVERTYLEVELAS
DETERMINEDBYTHENATIONALECONOMICDEVELOP­
MENTAUTHORITY (NEDA) FORTHATYEAR."

The Presiden t Pro Tempore. Is there any object ion?
[Silence] There being none, the amendment is approved.

Senator Osme iia III. On the t itle ofthe b ill , after the words
"ANACT", deletethewords "GRANTINGOTHERPRIVILEGES
AND INCENTIVES TO PERSONS WITH DISABILITY AND
GRANTINGTHEMTHERIGHTTOLNEFREEFROMVERBAL
ANDNON-VERBALR江）ICULEANDVILIFICATION…."

The Pres iden t Pro Ternpore. Is thatthe extent?

SenatorOsme iia III. Yes, that is the extent ofthe amendment,
Mr. Pres ident.

We propose to delete th is entire section. It is go ingto be very
d i fficult for the BIR, and bes ides, ifthey fall below the poverty level
they have no income tax to pay .

The Pres iden t Pro Tempore. ls there any object ion?
[Silence] There be ing none, the amendment is approved.

Sena torOsme fia III. And an omn ibusmot ion to renumber all
sect ions subsequent to that. On page 4, line 16, after the word
"SUBMISSION", insert the phrase OFANY OFTHE FOLLOW­
ING. That is the extent ofour amendment.

The Pres iden t Pro Tempore. Is there any object ion?
{Silence] There be ing none, the amendment is approved.

Senator Osmefia II I. On the same page, same l ine, after the
word "THERETO", delete the phrase"ANYOF THE FOLLOW­
ING". We are just repos ition ing.

The Pres iden t Pro Tempore. ls there any object ion?
{Silence] There be ing none, the amendment is approved.

ScnatorOsme fia III. On the same page, line 18, afte_r the article
"AN" delete the acronym"ID" and in l ieu thereofinsert the words
IDENTIFICATIONCARD.

The Pres iden t Pro Tempore. Is there any objection?
{Silence] There be ing none, the amendment is approved.

Sena tor Osme fia III. On page 6, l ine 16, after the word
"against" , delete the words "DISABLED PERS<?~~,~~~d in l ieu
th;reofin~ert thewords PERSONSWITH DISABILITY·

The Pres ident Pro Tempore. Is there any objection?
[Silence] There being none, the amendment is approved.

SenatorOsme fia III. Onpage 7, line 7, after thew~r~ "IN:?''.
correct the spell ingof theword DEGRADATION. I t is spelled
“DEGRATION“.ThatshouldbeDEGRADATION,Mr.President.

The Pres ident Pro Tempore. Is there any objection?
[Silence} There be ing none, the amendment is approved.

Senator Osme fia III. After the word "AMENDING" on the
th ird l ine ofthat, insert thewords FORTHE PURPOSE….Excuse
me, Mr. Pres ident. Ah, todelete theplrrase "FORTHEPURPOSE".

The Pres ident Pro Tempore. Is there any objection?
[Silence] There be ing none, the amendment is approved.

Senator Osme fia III. And that shall be the extent of our
amendment,Mr. Pres ident.

Thank you very much, Mr. Pres ident.

The Pres identPro Ternpore. TheMajorityLeader is recog­
n ized. Are there any reservat ions for ind iv idual amendments?

Senator Cayetano. Mr. Pres ident, I move that we close the
per iod ofcomm ittee amendments.

The Pres iden t Pro Tempore. Is there any object ion?
[Silence} There be ing none, the mot ion is approved.

Senator Cayetano. Mr. Pres iden t, there are no reservat ions
for ind iv idual amendments. I move that we close the period of
ind iv idual amendments.

The Pres iden t Pro Tempore. Is there any object ion?
[Silence} There be ing none, the motion is approved.

APPROVAL OF S. NO. 2580 ON SECOND READING

Senator Cayetano. Mr. Pres ident, I move that we vote on
Second Read ing on Senate B ill No. 2580.

The Pres ident Pro Tempore. Is there any object ion~
[Sile~~~] - There being none~ :we shall ~o~ vote on Second
Read ingon Senate B ill No. 2580, as amended.
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As many as are in favor of the b ill , say aye.

SeveralMemhers. Aye.

ThePres identProTempore. Asmanyasareagainst the bill ,
say nay. [Silence]

Senate B ill No. 2580, as amended, is approved on Second
Reading.

SUSPENSION OF CONSIDERATION OF S. NO. 2580

Senator Cayetano. Mr. President, I move that we suspend
cons ideration ofSenate B illNo. 2580.

The President Pro Tempore. Is there any objection?
[Silence] There be ing none, the motion is approved.

Please proceed.

BILL ON SECOND READING
H. No. 4065-Volunteer Act of2005

(Con t inuat ion)

Senator Cayetano. Mr. Pres ident, I move that we resume
cons ideration of House B ill No. 4065 as reported out under
Comm itteeReportNo. 231.

The Pres ident Pro Tempore. Is there any object ion?
[Silence] There be ing none, resumption of cons iderat ion of
House B ill No. 4065 is now in order.

Sena tor Cayetano. Mr. Pres ident, we are in the per iod of
interpellat ions, but there are no reservations for interpellation. I
move that we close the per iod of interpellations.

The Pres iden t lPro Tempore. Is there any object ion?
[Silence] There be ing none, the mot ion is approved.

Sena tor Cayetano. Mr. Pres ident, we are in the period of
comm ittee amendments. There are no comm ittee amendments. I
move that we close the per iod of comm ittee amendments.

The Pres iden t Pro Tempore. Is there any object ion?
[Silence] There being none, the motion is approved.

Senator Cayetano. Mr. Pres ident, there are l ikew ise no
reservat ions for ind ividual amendments. I move thatwe close the
period ofind ividual amendments.

The President Pro Tempore. Is there any objection?
[Silence] There be ing none, the motion is approved.
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Senator Cayetano. Mr. Pres ident, I move that we vote on
Second Read ing on House B ill No. 4065.

The Pres iden t Pro Tempore. Is there any object ion?
[Silence} There be ing none, we shall now vote on Second
Read ing on House B ill No. 4065.

As many as are in favor of the b ill , say aye.

SeveralMembers. Aye.

The Pres identProTernpore. Asmanyasareagainst theb ill ,
say nay. [Silence}

• House B ill No. 4065 is approved on Second Read ing .

SUSPENSION OF CONSIDERATION OF H. NO. 4065

Senator Cayetano. Mr. Pres ident, I move that we suspend
cons ideration ofHouse B ill No. 4065.

The Pres iden t Pro Tempore. Is there any objection?
[Silence] There be ing none, the mot ion is approved.

Please proceed.

BILL ON SECOND READING
S. No. 2587-Magna Carta for Soc ialWorkers

(Con t inuat ion)

Senator Cayetano. Mr. Pres ident , I move that we resume
cons ideration o f Senate B ill No. 2587 as reported out under
Comm ittee ReportNo. 23 8.

The Pres ident Pro Tempore. ls there any objection?
[Silence] There be ing none, resumption of cons ideration of
Senate B ill No. 2587 is now in order.

Sena tor Cayetano. Mr. Pres ident, we are in the per iod of
interpellations. However, there are no reservations for interpella­
t ion. I move that we close the per iod of interpellations.

The Pres ident Pro Tempore. Is there any objec t ion?
[Silence] There be ing none, the per iod of interpellat ions is
hereby closed.

Senator Cayetano. Mr. Pres iden t, we are now in the
per iod of comm i ttee amendments. S ince there are no comm i ttee
amendments, I move that we close the period o f comm ittee
amendments.


