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叩邓SDAY, JANUARY 31, 2007

OPENING OF THE SESSION

A 1 4.• 09 P· /1l., the Senate Pres iden t, Hon. Manny Villar,

c0/fed the session to order.

Pres iden t . The 61st sess ion of the Th ird Regular
伽;;;;·Th i~eenth Congress is hereby called to order.

sess ion o

Le t us all stand for the open ing prayer to be led by Sen.

卧chard J . Gordon.

Everybody rosefor the prayer.

PRAYER

Sena torGordon.

Lord, we bow before You today , s incerely hop ing
that You w ill lend an ear to our prayer. There have been
manyprayers in th is Chamber. Everydaywe pray andwe
s incerely hope that You lend an ear to our prayers today .
we pray for Your gu idance and Your sp ir i t that we
may be led by Your w ill in the final days of the
Th i rteenth Congress and use th is rema in ing t ime to
pass legislat ions that would promote the welfare and
prosper ity of our people.

We pray likew ise for our colleagues who are ending
the ir terms as senators of the land. We thankYou, Lord,
for the w isdom that they have shared w i th th is august
House and we pray that You w ill lead them to paths that
would enable them to continue to serve the interests of
the na t ion outs ide of the Senate.

~e pray forhum il ity , Lord, thatwe may, as a nation,
subm i t ourselves to Your w ill in order t~ ach ieve the
~reatness that You intended for our beloved country ;
~~atYou imbue th is nation w i thworthy causes, Lord, a~d
~he cour~ge and fo rt itude to pursu; and re~l ize t,hese
~-~'~'ses, for a nation w ithout a-wo rthy cause is a nat ion
w ithout a sou l.

S~engthen our m inds that we may unders tand that
eacho fusmustdoourpart in theworkofnation-bu ild ing ,
and bless ~s w ith a generous heart to g ive the best of
ourselves that we may be worthy of our pos ition, our
fam il ies,andour paramountroleasac i t izenofth isnation.

如::, Lord, I would l ike to end w ith the prayer ofSaint

D_:~rest Lord, teach me to be generous; teach me to
~.erve Thee as Thou deservest ; to give and not to count
the_ cost ; to fight and not to h~ed ~hewounds; to labor
and not to seek for res t ; to to il and not to ask fo,r reward;
save t~at of know ing I am do ing Thy most holy and
sacred w ill.

Amen.

ROLL CALL

The Pres iden t. The Secretary w ill please call the rol l.

The Secretary, reading:

Senator Edgardo J. Angara..........……..........Present
Senator Joker P. Arroyo.....… . … . . . . . . . … . . …....Present
SenatorRodolfoG. B iazon … . . . . . …… … … … ….Present
Senator Compafiera P ia S. Cayetano.………..Present
Senator M ir iam Defensor Santiago … … ……..Present
Senator FranklinM. Dr ilon.……… ……… …....Present
Senator J inggoy Ejerc ito Estrada … ……… …..Present
Senator Lu isa "Loi''P. Ejerc ito Estrada … ….Present
Senator Juan Ponce Enr ile … …… . . … ………….Presen t*
Senator Juan M. Flav ier...… … . . . . . … . . . . . . . . . …..Present
Senator.Richard J . Gordon.....… . . . . . . . . …........Present
Senator Panfilo M. Lacson … … …… … … … …..Presen t
Senator Manuel "L ito" M. Lap id …… . . . ……..Presen t
SenatorAlfredo S. Lim . . . . … . . … . . . . …..............Presen t
Senator M. A. Madr igal........… . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ……Present
Senator Ramon B. Magsaysay Jr. … … … … ….Presen t
Senator Sergio R. Osme fia III...… … … …… …..Presen t*
Senator K iko Pangil inan.............… . . . . . . . …….Present
Senator Aqu ilinoQ. P imentel Jr. … … … … …...Presen t
Senator Ralph G. Recto....… . . . … . . . ….............Absen t
Senator Ramon Bong Rev illa Jr. . … … …… …...Present
Senator Mar A. Roxas..… . . . ….......................Presen t *
The Pres ident . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Presen t

The Pres iden t. W ith 19 senators present , the Cha ir declares
the presence of a quorum.

The Major ity Leader is recogn ized.

THE JOURNAL

Sena tor Pangilinan. Mr. Pres iden t, I move thatwe d ispense
w i th the read ing o f the Journal of the 59 th sess ion, January 29,
2007 and cons ider i t approved.

• Arr ived a fter the roll call
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Wednes~anuary 31, 2007-------SPONSORSHIP SPEECH OF SENATOR OSMENAIll

Mr. Pres ident, on the amendments to MagnaCarta for D is­
abledPe「sons, personsw ithd isab il ity compr iseone of themost
neglectedsectorsofoursoc i.ety . Wh ile.in th iscountry , peopleare
known for the ir love and caring for fam ilymembers and rel~tives,
espec ially thosewhoareafflictedw ith phys icalormentaldefects,
w ithoutadequate support from the govemment, the tendency is
f~·;·;hem to be neglected and ostrac ized.

Our Constitution recogn izes the need to support persons
w ith d isab i lit ies. Art icle XI~I, S:?t ion ~ 1, pr_ov ides that " the State
shall give pr ior ity to theneedsoftheunderpriv ilegeds ick,elderly,
d-isab!ed, women, and ch ildren."}n Section 13, a spec ial prov ision
~andated the estab lishment of a spec ial agency for d isabled
persons to as_s i ~t i~ ~he irre~~b il _i t~t i~.n, self~developm~nta~d self­
~el iance, and the ir integrat ion into the ma instream of soc iety .

Pursuant to the above cons t itu tional mandates, Republ ic Act
No. 7277, otherw ise known as the "Magna Carta for D isabled
Persons", was passed in 1992. Th is landmark legislat ion was a
welcome relief to persons w i th d isab il it ies as it granted them
certa in r ights and pr iv ileges.

Th is b ill therefore seeks to grant persons w ith d isab i lit ies the
same pr iv ileges enjoyed by sen ior c it izens.

Among these bene fits would be: the grant ofd iscounts for the
purchaseandava ilment ofserv ices ofcommerc ial estab lishments,
includ ing government and pr ivate hosp itals, and the other ben­
efits granted to sen ior c it izens.

I seek the support of th is Chamber in the immed iate passage
ofth is b il l. Letus all rema in steadfast in our effort to help improve
the l ives of the marg inal ized sectors of soc iety .

Thank you, M r. Pres iden t.

The Pres iden t Pro Tempore. The Major ity Leader is
recognized.

SPONSORSHIP SPEECH OF SENATOR OSMENA III

Sena tor Osme fia III. Mr. Pres iden t, may I now del iver the
sponsorsh ip speech for the Volunteer Act as covered by Comm it­
tee ReportNo. 231.

In the h istory ofhuman ex istence, one ofthe most endearing
~a~ues is helping one's ne ighbor. C;pturing the essence of this
val~e is the conc-ept ofvolu;te~rism, the w illingness ofpeople to
~or~-~n behalf of others w ith~ut th~ expectat i~n of pay or other
tangible or intangible gain.

Sponsorsh ip Speech ofSen. Osmei'ia III

The world has benefited fromvarious formsofvolunteerism.
!_he various Un ited Nat ions agenc ies such as UNICEF and
UNESCO, theRedCross, the Pea-ce Corps, Hab itat forHuman ity ,
EmergencyRel ief for V ictims ofTsuna~ i and other such groups
are prime examples.

There are two major benefits from volunteerism: first, eco­
nom ic: activ ities undertaken by volunteers would o therw ise have
to be funded by the state or by private cap ital, so the act of
volunteering adds to the overall econom ic output of a country
w ithout the burden of government spend ing; and second, soc ial:
volunteeringhelps to bu ildmore cohes ive commun it ies, fostering
greater trustbetween c it izens, and developnorms ofsol idar i ty and
rec iproc ity wh ich are essent ial to stable commun ities.

In our country , we call that spirit ofne ighborly ass istance the
"bayan ihan" sys tem. It is popularly pictured as many people
together carrying a bahay kubo.

Th is trad i t ion rema ins away oflife amongourpeople. It is the
soc ial value common among our many volunteers who involve
themselves in projects of the national government, local govern­
ment un its, nongovemmentorgan izat ions and commun ity-based
organ izat ions.

Ourgovernment recogn izes the important role ofvolunteerism
in national development. It has included volunteerism as a
moda lity in the implementation ofpr ior ity programs and projects
and susta ins a strong l inkagew ith volunteergroups. To max im ize
the benefits fromvolunteer serv ice programs, a s ingle agencywas
created to oversee theseprograms, the Ph il ippineNational Volun­
teer Serv ice Coord inatingAgency (PNVSCA).

The b ill before us seeks to further rek indle the time-honored
trad i t ion of bayan ihan through the follow ing:

I) by prov id ing a pol icy framework on volunteerism
wh ich w ill harmon ize the efforts o f the volunteers
sector w ith local and nat ional developmen t ;

2) by prov id ing a conduc ive env ironmen t for
volunteers and volunteer serv ice organ izations
through mechan isms that w ill protect the ir r ights
and recogn ize the ir contr ibut ions in soc iety ; and

3) by strengthen ing the role of the PNVSCA in
promo ting volunteer ism.

Among the salient prov is ions of th is b ill are:

I) estab lishment of a system of nat ional registra­
tion and networking of volunteers and volun teer
service organ izat ions;
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