
RECORD OF THE SENATE

MONDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2003

OPENING OF THE SESSION

A t 3:56p.m., theSena tePresiden t, Hon. FranklinM Drilon,
called tlze sess ion to order.

The Pres iden t. The 22nd sess ion of the Senate in the
Th ird Regular Sess ion of the Twel fth Congress is hereby called
to order.

Le t us all s tand for the open ing prayer to be led by Sen.
Joker P. Arroyo.

A fter the prayer, the Sena te Cho ir w ill lead us in the s inging
o f the na t ional an them. The Cho ir w ill also render a song, ent i tled
Tagumpay Nating Lahat.

Eve,ybody rosefor the prayer.

PRAYER

Sena torArroyo.

The elec t ion season has prematurely s tarted.

The Sena te inev i tably w ill be drawn in to the
pol i t ical fever.

Desp i te in ternal con fl ic ts so natural in a del ibe
ra t ive body, we need Your help and guidance, 0 Lord,
tha t in the m ids t o f all these, we can be un i ted for the
comn1on good.

When th ings seem to pull us in a dozen d i fferen t
d irec t ions all a t once, push ing us to the brink of despa ir
and hopelessness, we bel ieve in Your power, Lord, and
Your des ire to g ive us a id;

So come to us, Lord, and jo in Your help ing hands
w i th ours.

Amen.

ROLL CALL

The Secre tary will now please call the rol l.

The Secre tary, reading:

Senator Edgardo J . Angara ……………………..Presen t
Sena tor Teresa Aqu ino-Ore ta ………………….Presen t
Sena tor Joker P. Arroyo..… . . . . . ……… · ………..Presen t
Senator Robert Z. Barbers.........……….........Presen t

SenatorRodolfo G. B iazon ………………………Presen t
Senator Nol i "Kabayan" de Castro … .. . ……..Presen t
Sena tor Lu isa "Lo i " P. Ejerc i to Estrada.…….Present
Senator Juan M. Flav ier …… . . . . . . … . . . . . . ……....Presen t

Sena tor Gregorio B. Honasan ………………….Presen t
Senator Robert S. "JAWO" Jaworski ………..Presen t
Senator Panfilo M. Lacson.…………………….Absen t
Senator Loren B. Legarda ……………………….Presen t
Senator Ramon B. Magsaysay Jr. …………….Presen t
Senator John Henry R. Osmefia ……………….Present
Senator Sergio R. Osmefia III ………… · ……….Absent
Senator Francis N. Pangil inan … . . ……………..Present
Sena torAqu il ino Q. P imentel Jr..……… · …….Presen t
Senator Ralph G. Rec to...… . … . . … . ……… . . …..Presen t
SenatorRamonB. Rev illa ……………………….Presen t
Sena tor V icente C. So tto III …………………….Presen t
Sena torManuel B. Villar Jr. …………………….Presen t *
The Pres ident .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . .. .. .. .. .. . . .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. . .. Presen t

The Pres iden t. With 19 senators present, the Chair declares
the presence of a quorwn.

The Majori ty Leader is recognized.

THE JOURNAL

Sena tor Legarda. Mr. Pres iden t, I move tha t we d ispense
w ith the read ing of the Journal o f the 21s t sess ion, September
10, 2003, and cons ider i t approved.

The Pres iden t. Is there any objec t ion? [Silence] There
be ing none, the mo t ion is approved.

NATIONAL ANTHEM

Everybody rema ined s tand ing for the s inging of the na t ional
anthem.

The Pres iden t. The Chamber expresses i ts gra t itude to the
Sena te Cho ir for tha t beaut i ful rend i t ion ofthe Ph il ippine Nat ional
Anthem and the song , enti tled Tagumpay Na ting Laha t.

Thank you very much.

ACI<NOWLEDGMENTOFTHE OFFICIAL VISIT OF
THREE JUDGES ASSOCIATIONS

Sena tor Legarda. We would l ike to acknowledge the pres
ence of the Phil ipp ine Judges Assoc ia t ion, the Ph il ippine Trial
Judges League, Incorpora ted, the Metropol i tan and C ity Judges
Assoc iat ion o f the Ph il ipp ines, presen t here in the gallery today.

* A兀ived a fter the roll call



ln terpella tio11s re
Privilege Speech ofSen. Sotto RECORD OF THE SENATE Vol. II, No. 22

Hindi man lamang ki11uwestiyo11 ng one or two senators, one or
two days a fter and then on the third or fourth day, maybe they
mee t and say, "Le t us admi t th is because o ther people might be
suspected ofbe ing beh ind th is." Kasama na sa script iyon. The
following day, may umangkin na para huwag na ting ma-trace
kung s ino ang pinanggalingan.

In the end, we will be able to find out , Mr. Pres ident. I th ink
so. I am sure because the bus inesses of these newspapers are
clear. It is no t a S tate ~ecre t. If a person pays for a certa in
advertisement , normally, a newspaper would tell or say who pa id
for a particular advert isement because i t has records to th is effec t.
Kaya madaling ma-trace ito kung tutuusin.

But aga in, to answer the ques tion of the gentleman, at the
risk of be ing charged aga in by o ther people that we are go ing
into inves t iga t ions, I will leave i t to the d iscre t ion of the
Senate Pres ident. I th ink he is capable of coming ou t w i th a
solution in order to pro tec t the integr i ty and the reputat ion of
this institution.

AN ACT PROVIDING FOR A NATIONAL
MEASUREMENT SYSTEM INFRASTRUC
TURE ESTABLISHING THEREFORA PHILIP
PINE METROLOGY BOARD AND OTHER
PU即OSES,

to address the urgent need of ful fi lling our inter
nat ional comm itmen t to establ ish a nat ional measure
men t sys tem in fras truc ture cons is ten t w i th the
Meter Convent ion where the Phil ippines is an ac t ive
part ic ipant.

Bes t wishes.

Very truly yours,

Senator Barbers. I agree, Mr. Pres iden t , w i th the d is t in-
gu ished gentleman.

Thank you very much, Mr. Pres iden t.

The Pres ident. Thank you.

There being no o ther interpella t ions, we now proceed to the
Reference ofBus iness, i fthere is no objec t ion. [There was none.}

The Secretary w ill read the Reference ofBus iness.

REFERENCE OF BUSINESS

MESSAGE OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE PHILIPPINES

The Secretary.

September 11, 2003

HON.FRANl<LINM.DRJLON
Senate Pres iden t
Ph il ipp ine Senate
Pasay C ity

Dear Senate Pres ident Drilon:

Pursuant to the prov is ions of Article VI, Section
26(2) o f the I 987 Cons t i tution, I hereby certify to the
necess i ty of the immed iate enactment of Senate B ill
No. 2651, under Committee ReportNo. 293, ent i tled

(Sgd.)GLORIAMACAPAGALARROYO

cc: Hon. JOSE C. DE VENECIA JR.

Speaker
House of Representatives
Quezon C ity

The Presiden t. Referred to the Commi ttee on Rules

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

The Secretary.

September 9, 2003

The Honorable
FRANKLINM.DRILON
Pres ident of the Senate
GSIS Bldg. , Financ ial Center
PasayC i ty 1308

Mr. Pres ident:

I have been d irected to inform the Senate that the
House of Representat ives on Sep tember 8, 2003,
a~~:ed to a conference on the d isagree ing provis ions
ofHouse B ill No. 4235, en t i tled

AN ACT PROHIBITING AND PENALIZING THE
EMPLOYMENT OF CHILDREN IN ANY
PUBLIC OR PRIVATE UNDERTAKING OR
OCCUPATION WHICH IS CONSIDERED
~AZARDous TO THEIR LIFE, SAFETY,
:_l~ALTHAND.MORALS, ORWHICHUNDULY
爪TERFERES WITH THEIR NORMAL DEVE
LOPMENT, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES,
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Messagesfrom the
House ofRepresen talives

wh ich was approved on April 23, 2002 and Sena te B ill
No. 2155, en ti tled

ANACTADOPTINGAMAGNACARTAFORTHE
WORKINGCHILDPROVIDINGFORSTRONGER
DETERRENCEANDPROTECTIONAGAINST
CHILD LABOR AND IMPOSING STIFFER
PENALTIES FORITS VIOLATION AND FOR
OTHERPURPOSES,

wh~c~ was passe~- by the Senate on September 3, 2003
and -~as_ accord ingly des i gna ted R.epresen t~ t ive~
Roseller L.Bar inaga, Crisp inB. Bel tran,Ma. Blanca Kim
Bernardo-Lo k.in, C ieloKrise! Lagman-Lu istro, Gilbert C.
Remulla and Bellaflor J . Angara-Cast illo as i ts conferees.

Very truly yours,

(Sgd.)ROBERTOP.NAZARENO
SecretaryGeneral

The Secretary .

September 10, 2003

The Honorable
FRANl吐INM.DRILON
Pres ident o f the Sena te
GSIS Bldg . , F inanc ial Center
PasayC i ty 1308

M r. Pres iden t:

I have been d irec ted to inform the Senate that the
House of Represen tat ives on September 9, 2003,
agreed to a con ference on the d isagree ing prov is ions
o fHouse B ill No. 5351, ent i tled

AN ACT MODERNIZING THE PRACTICE OF
LIBRARIANSHIP IN THEPHILIPPINES T I-IERE
BY REPEALING REPUBLIC ACT NO. 6966,
OTHERWISE KNOWN AS "AN ACT REGU
LATING THE PRACTICE OF LIBRARIAN
SHIP AND PRESCRIBING THE QUALIFICA
TIONS OF LIBRARIANS,''PROVIDINGPENAL
TIES THEREFOR AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES,

wh ich was approved on December 17'2002 and Senate
B ill No. 2579, ent i tled

AN ACT MODERNIZING THE PRACTICE OF
LIBRARIANSHIP IN THE PHILIPPINES
THEREBYREPEALINGREPUBLICACTNO.

6966, ENTITLED''ANACTREGULATINGTHE
PRACTICE OF LIBRARIANSHIP AND PRES
CRIBING THE QUALIFICATIONS OF LIB
响ANS," AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES,

wh ich was passed by the Sena te on September 8, 2003
and has accord ingl y des i gna ted Represen ta t ives
Elad ia "Boy" Jala, Salacn ib F. Bater ina, EdgarM. Cha tto
and Carlos M. Pad illa as i ts con ferees.

Very truly yours,

(Sgd.) ROBERTOP.NAZARENO
SecretaryGeneral

The Secretary.

September I 0, 2003

The Honorable
FRANKLINM. DRILON
Pres ident of the Senate
GSIS Bldg. , F inanc ial Center
PasayC ity 1308

Mr. Pres iden t:

I have been d irec ted to inform the Sena te tha t the
House of Representat ives on September 9, 2003,
agreed to a conference on the d isagree ing prov is ions
ofHouse B ill No. 5977, enti tled

AN ACT PRESCRIBING THE USE OF PHILIPPINE
TROPICALFABRIC FOROFFICIALUNIFORMS
OF PUBLIC OFFICIALS AND EMPLOYEES
AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES,

which was approved on Augus t 4, 2003 and Senate B ill
No. 2637, en t itled

AN ACT PRESCRIBING THE USE OF PHILIPPINE
TROPICALFABRICFOROFFICIALUNIFORMS
OF PUBLIC OFFICIALS AND EMPLOYEES
AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES,

wh ich was passed by the Sena te on Sep tember 8, 2003
and has accord ingly des i gna ted Represen ta tv ies
Eladio "Boy" Jala, C ic io ICr isel B. Lagman-Lu is tro, Edgar
M. Cha tto and Carlos M. Pad illa as i ts conferees.

Very ti·uly yours,

(Sgd.)ROBERTOP. N立ARENO
Secre tary General
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