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WEDNESDAY,

RECORD~脏SENATE------­SEPTEMBER 3, 2003

OPENING OF THE SESSION

A_t ~:55p.1~., tl~e Sen~ te Pres iden t, Hon. Franklin M. Drilon,
called the sess ion to order.

The Pres iden t. The l 8 th sess ion of the Sena te in the Third
Regular Sess ion ofthe Twelfth Congress is hereby called to order.

The M inor i ty Leader, Sen. Vicente C. So tto III, will lead the
Chamber in prayer.

Eve,ybody rosefor the prayer.

PRAYER

Sena tor So tto.

Fa ther in heaven, w i th contri te hearts we come
before You, humbly seekingYour d ivine intervention in
the even ts ofour da ily lives. We confess w i th our hearts
and our l ips tha t we are no tworthyofYourholy presence,
but ow ing to Your own goodness and love for us, You
are always there when we call upon.

Yes, Lord, we now ask for the forgiveness ofour s ins
and our rr·ansgress ion ofYour laws and ofYour s3atu_tes
even as we se;k forYour grace for us to be able to forgiv~
;u~·b·r; thers and s is ters -who have caused us pa in and
sorrow.

Lord, thermssomuch thatYouhaveblessedusWI th
and yetwe fall toacknowledgeand thankYou for these
blessmgs forwe contmue tobebhndedbyour inordma te
desIres to sa tIS fy our wan ts for worldly and ma tenal
success. Allow us now to thank You for our very own
h fe forYouare indeed thesourceofl i fe i tself.T』二芦
too for the food tha t we ea t , the wa ter tha t_we
the alr tha t we breathe. Yes, Lor0扂'h::ina心:SPerba;saeuna芦
thankYou forourdemocrancway ThankYou,
land ofourblrthwh ichYouhave g i气。uss.erve You by
Lold, for gmng us the opportun i ty WI th us
servmg o thers. Thank You for 骂了心？二．Thank
despne our unworthmess and TrulyYourmercy
You forbearingwl thou` 二二nds, Your grace IS
and Your compass ion s todaya freshoutp0ur ing
unfa thomable. O God, grantu andYourmercy .
o fYour love, Your compass ion,

in our coun try today ,
Fa ther, as we seek peaceYou aloneby

remind us tha t real peace can be found in

Your grace. Maywenever forge t thatserem ty,uni tyand
contentment can only be found in You.

Lord, immerseourhearts,our minds,andourspmt
in this tru th. Father,helpus toleam toacceptYourWIll
evenwhenYouanswerover prayerswi thanoandmay
we aIso be grateful for Your yes. May we follow the
example You have se t for us in Your words to freely,
respons ibly, and lovingly express our minds and 0~;
emo tions. Thank You, Lord, for the assurance tha t no
matterwhatwe do, Your acceptance forus will rema in the
san:ie for You are a fa ithful God. And finally, Lord, gran t
us the courage, the zeal, and the s trength to fight forYour
Kingdomhere on earth aswe will traverse this earthly l i fe
only once. And may we no t grow weary in plan t ing the
seeds ofYour love and ofYour work in the hea rts o f the
people whom we will encounter today.

Amen and Amen.

The Presiden t. Thank you, Sena tor So tto. The Secretary will
please call the rol l.

ROLLCALL

The Secre tary, reading:

Sena tor Edgardo J . Angara.......................... ~resen t *

Sena tor Te;esa Aquino-Ore ta..............……..~resen t
Sena tor Joker P. Arroyo............................... ~resen t
s~~a tor Robert Z. Barbers............… . . . . . . . . . . . . Presen t
Sena tor Rodol fo G. B iazon........................... Presen t 不

Sena tor Noli“Kabayan" De Cas tro............. Presen t
Sena torLu isa”LoI“P. EJercI to Es trada........Present**
Sena tor Juan M. Flav ier............................. ..
Sena tor Gregor io B. Honasa_n … . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Absent

Sena torRobert S.“JA WO” Jaworsk1.......... Presen t吓

Sena tor Pan filo M. Lacs_on........................ ..
Sena tor Loren B. Legarda...........................： ：二
Sena tor Ramon B. Magsaysay Jr............ Presen t

Sena tor John Henry R. Osme0a............Presen t
Sena tor Serglo R. Osme0a III....................... Presen t
Sena tor Franc is N. Pang il inan......................
Sena tor Aqudmo Q. PImentel Jr.......:...:..： ：二
Sena tor Ralph G~ I:_ec t~, ; ~.. . .. .. .. . .. .. . .. .. ..: : : : : : : : : A-b~en t

Sena torRamonB R;voltltloaIII.. Presen t
Senator V icen te C._ ~~tto!_11................... ·:::: Presen t
Sena torManuel B. Vdlar Jr....................... Presenl
The Pres iden t .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . ..

............................

* Arr ived a f~cr th~ roll call
,.,. On o ffic ial rn iss1on

611



Wednesday, September 3, 2003
RECORD OF THE SENATE

Co可erence Comm ittee OIi

S. No. 2155/H. No. 4235

n~ t i~nal p_o li t i_cal par t ies to finance the ir party organ iza t ion and
pla t form developmen t as well as elec tion campa ig;expend i tures.

A foll and transparen t aud i t by the Commiss ion on Aud i t of
all campa i gn expend i tures is among the sa feguards included in
th is in i t ia t ive.

A_t the moment , M r. Pres ident , nobody aud i ts campa ign
con tribu t ions. Donors do no t seek explanations how the ir c~nt;i­
bu t ions were spen t because, as one magaz ine no ted, "dona ting to
elec t ion campa igns has become a bus iness deal w i th the giver
expec ting to pro fi t from i t. The sys tem is so warped tha t campa ign
funds have become a source o f corrup t ion."

The second componen t , M r. Pres iden t , of th is reform is the
trans forma tion ofpol i tical part ies in to publ ic ins t i tutions and the
prov is ion o f s tric t pena lt ies aga ins t po li t ical turncoa t ism.

Any cand ida te who sh i fts party loyal ty a fter be ing elec ted
under tha t party w ill be proh ib i ted from runn ing for any elec t ive
pos山on in the nex t elec tion. Kabayan likes th is prov is ion. This
cand ida te shall also be barred from be ing appo inted to any
governmen t pos t. The err ing cand ida te shall l ikewise refund any
and all amounts rece ived from the po li t ical partyw i th an add i tional
25% surcharge.

We hope th is measure w ill ach ieve the following : s trengthen
our pol i tical parties; wean themaway from the gr ip ofol igarchs and
d irty money ; enable them to recru i t qual i ty s taff; develop be tter
programs; and d iscourage pol i tical turncoa t ism.

M r. Pres iden t , I call on th is augus t Chamber to end the reg ime
of bad pol i tics and man ipulated elec tions. Let us usher in an era
o f good governance, transparency, and accoun tab i li ty .

In the co rning elec t ions, le t us no t encourage ano ther Jose
伈dal accoun t coming from su1-plus campa i gn con tr ibu tions. The
caval ier and skewed trea tmen t o f campa ign contr ibu t ions mus t

now come to an end.

We owe th is no t so much to ourselves as much as to our
ch ildren and fu ture genera t ions of F il i p inos. Le t us no t le t them
dO\,Vll.

Thank you, M r. Pres iden t .

The Pres iden t. The Cha irwould l ike to thank Sena tor Angara.
The Major i ty Leader is recogn ized

SUSPENSION OF CONSIDERATION OF S. NO. 2442

Sena tor Legarda. M r. Pres iden t , I move tha t we suspend
cons idera t ion o fSena te B ill No. 2442.

The Presiden t. Is there any objec tion? [Silence} There be ing
none, the mo t ion is approved.

CONFERENCE COMMITTEE ON S. NO. 2553/H . NO. 5511
(Amend ingCerta in Sec tions of the Comprehens ive

Agrar ian ReformLaw ofl 988)

Sena tor Legarda. May I man i fes t the B icameral Conference
Commi ttee panel for the farmland as the colla teral b ill w i th Sen.
Sergio R. Osme fia III as cha irman; Sen. No li de Castro, Franc is N.
Pangil inan, John H. Osme fia and Robert S. Jaworsk i as members.

The Pres iden t. It is so no ted.

SUSPENSION OF SESSION

Sena tor Legarda. Mr. Pres iden t , I move tha twe suspend the
sess ion for one minute.

The Pres iden t. The sess ion is suspended for one minu te, i f
there is no objection. [There was 11011e.}

It was 4:55 p.111

RESUMPTION OF SESSION

A t 5: /4 p.m., the sess ion was resumed

The Pres iden t. The sess ion is resumed. TheMajor i ty Leader
is recogn ized.

Sena tor Legarda. I move tha t we resume cons idera t ion o f
Sena te B ill No. 2579 as reported out under commi ttee Report No.
23 1.

CONFERENCE COMMITTEE ON
S. NO. 2 I 55/H. N0.4235

(Magna Car ta for theWorl<lngCh ild)

The Pres iden t. Be fore we do tha t , there was a reques t tha t
we cons t i tu te the Sena te con t ingen t to the B icameral Con ference
Con邯i ttee on the Magna Carta for the Working Ch ild wh ich we
alr~ady approved on Th ird Read ing .

Sena tor Legard a. Yes, M r. Pres iden t. I shall have to see
the l is t.

The Pres iden t. The Cha ir unders tands tha t i t is already
there.

Sena tor Lcgarda. Would the Cha ir wan t to have i t man i ­
fes ted?

The Pres iden t. Yes, please.
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Sena tor Legarda. Mr. Pres ident, for the Majority: Sen.
Ramon B. Mags~ysay Jr. , Sen. Franc is N. Pangilinan, and this
representat ion. For the Minority: Sen. Aqu il ino Q . P imentel and
Sen. Luisa P. Ejerc i to Estrada.

The Pres iden t. Is there any objec tion? [Silence] There
be ing none, the motion is approved.

BILL ON SECONDREADING
S.No.2579—The Ph ilippine LibrarianshipAc t of2003

(Con tinua tion)

Sena torLegarda. Mr. President, I re iteratemymotion thatwe
resume considerationofSenate B illNo. 2579 as reported outunder
Committee ReportNo. 231.

The Pres iden t. Is there any object ion? [Silence] There
be ing none, resumption ofcons iderat ion ofSenate BillNo. 2579
is now in order.

Senator Legarda. Mr. Pres ident , we are still in the period of
in terpella tions. I ask that Sen. Aqu i lino Q . P imentel Jr. be recog­
nized.

The Presiden t. Th is is the Library Sc ience. Sen. Aqu il inoQ .
和mentel is recognized.

Senator Pimentel. Mr. Pres ident , this bill has been spon­
sored by this representation and apparently everybody is con­
v inced about the meri ts of the b ill because nobody wants to
interpellate.

Sena tor Arroyo. Mr. Pres ident .

Sena tor Legarda. Th is is the L ibrar iansh ip Ac t of2003.

The Pres iden t. Sen. Joker P. Arroyo is recogn ized.

Sena tor Arroyo. Mr. Pres ident, I want to know from the
sponsor wha t this b ill is all abou t.

The Pres iden t. All right. Ifthe gentlemanwill yield, Senator
Arroyo is recogn ized in the per iod of interpellations.

Sena tor P imen tel. Yes, Mr. Pres iden t , as long as he knows
wha t to ask.

Sena tor Arroyo. Well, I jus t wan t to know whe ther the
gen tleman has turned to be a l ibrar ian already. [La11gh te1]

Sena tor P imen te l. I was jus t sponsor ing a b ill to make the
厮arians as recogn ized profess ionals of th is country. Tha t is the
ma in tlU1.1s t o f the b il l.
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SenatorArroyo. (...)* the gentleman is right. Thankyou, Mr.
Pres ident.

Sen·ator P imentel. Apparently, there is no more objec tion.

The President. W ill the gentleman allow tha t to s tay in the
record, the s tatement of Senator Arroyo?

Senator P imentel. May I justmove thatwe delete the phrase
"For once."

Sena tor Arroyo. I will be the one to ask for the delet ion. I
move that i t be dele ted, Mr. Pres ident.

Sena tor Pimen tel. No, no. Only at least "For once." The
gentleman can have i t deleted and the res t ofthe sentence can stay.

The Pres ident. All right. There is a motion that the period
of interpellations be termina ted on this measure. Is there any
objec t ion? [Silence} There be ing none, the mot ion is approved.

The sponsor st ill has the Floor?

Senator Pimentel. Yes, Mr. President. There are no commi t­
tee amendments, Mr. Pres ident. May I move that the period of
committee amendments be closed.

The Pres iden t. Is there any objec tion? [Silence} There
being none, the mo t ion is approved.

Senator Pimen tel. S ince there are no ind ividual amendments,
I move that the period of ind iv idual amendments be termina ted.

The Pres;den t. Is there anyobject ion? [Sile11ce} There be ing
none, the mo t ion is approved.

APPROVAL OF S. NO. 2579 ON SECOND READING

Sena tor Pimen tel. Mr. Pres ident , I move tha t we vote on
Second Read ing on Sena te B ill No. 2579.

The Pres iden t. Is there any object ion? [Silence} Ther_~
be ing none, we shall now vo te on Sec;nd Read i~g on Senate B ill
No. 2579. As many as are in favor of the b ill, say aye.

Several Members. Aye.

The Pres iden t . As many as are aga ins t the b ill, say nay.
[Silence]

Sena te B ill No. 2579 is approved on Second Read ing .

*Dele ted per reques ts o f Sena tors P imen tel and /\n-oyo.


