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:11~ :0 u:o de armas de fuego sin Iicencia, es 
Penal fn odas las agravantes citadas en el C6digo 

, ueron sol t Perpet amen e condenados unos a cadena 
AI 

1 
ua Y otros a 30 afios de prisi6n. 

1 
evant ar · h . · lamar· 

1 
IDI umllde voz en esta ocasi6n, deseo 

a ate ., ~~ Com . ncwn de todo el pais al hecho de que 
cruelda~ms~o se ha caracterizado siempre por su 
a Pretext POI su menosprecio a la vida y Ia libertad, 
Stalin ° de propulsar el bienestar de las masas. 
Vidas PY sus colaboradores sacrificaron millones de 
agl.·aria ru.·a poner en vigor sus pretendidas reformas 
Cl'ificar si ~ao Tse Tung no ha titubeado en sa­
sen01. p a ~Ida de millones de sus subditos. Pero, 

r eside t no obsta t n e, no obstante todas las crueldades, 
en Ru~· n e los torrentes de sangre inocente vertida 
ausia ~a, .~n. China y en los demas satelites de la 
ho11·end ovietlca, no sabemos de ningun crimen tan 
acaba ~· tan sangriento y tan brutaJ como el que 
Sefior p : .Perpetrarse en Laguna. Este crin1en, 
de tod resldente, y otros que estan en la memoria 
lahap 05' Prueban concluyentemente que el Hukba-
b · ' que al · · I t · aJo n prmc1pio hizo campafia de prose e 15mo 
e trl'etext s, en ° de propulsar el bienestar· de las masas, 
que Pa .:realidad, ahora una pandilla de bandoleros 
en sac 1 ~ obtener dinero y cosas de valor no titubean 
nas del'I~car las vidas de mujeres indefensas Y dig-
~ Iespeto 

Uchas . . 
~enator gracias. . . ~!shed PRIMICIAS. Mr. President, the disbn-
~e t gentleman from Iloilo Senator LOpez, would 
Clak tho tuse the r est . of the 'privilege hour and I 

'l' a he b he p e recognized. , . co~Zed~ESIDENT. The gentl~man from Ilotlo IS re-

S 11ANIFESTACIONES DEL sEN. LOPEZ 
th_ enato. f ttJ Sen ~ LoPEz. Mr. President, and gentleme~ 

0 

>,· ' teJia e: "I declare myself a Cathobc an m 
Ish to &:Ion in which I was born and educated, I 

'l'h· hve and d' " i ls b 1e. t' ,~Pl·es eautif ul passage from Rizal's retrac wn 
JO- sed 1 . d it as a ~ 'llllg Ine deeply when I first earne 
b"· Otne satudent, and since then, the messag~dehaast 
"ln n i · . · · rne pri a. g a nsp1rat10n for me, giving h d 

th_sslltau Catholic and providing me str.engt . an: ~ ce in ' . Catholic faith IS 
~a.l lnedi my belief that mY tta. eternal 
a. "atio urn through which I can a In God 
llq Ct n and partake of the glories of mY 
lh eator · or •l thes m the life hereafter. f 1 a sense 

to attac e feelings, I have also come to e~ Spain 
~~o · Wh

0 
htnent to our former Mother Coun rY . ~l\1 tn ·t d for havmg 

b\lt~ll Us We owe everlasting grati u ~ ·viJization, 
l'O.ost not only our culture an? our ~~ b up to 

of all, the Catholic faith, w IC 
1 

t?is day, forms a significant part of the spiritual 
lives of the gre~t majority of our countrymen, and 
by reason of which, we have been proclaimed as the 
only Christian country in the Far East. 

It cannot be denied that although the colonial 
policy adopted by Spain when she set forth to 
build l).erself an Empire had itB merits, it was also 
full of grave defects. If such defects did not e:ldst ' 
some of Spain's representatives would have never 
succeeded in committing injustices and ignominies 
in some of her far-flung colonies. The Spanish 
government meant well when it adopted those 
policies, particularly those that affected public ad­
ministration and religious conversion. But then, 
perhaps distance, the lack of communication and 
transportation facilities, the absence of a militant 
press and human weakness conspired together to 
help , distort those aims, thus giving ~ay to the 
abuses perpetrated by her local political adminis­
trators and by some of the friars entrusted with 
the work of evangelization and conversion of the 

natives. 
In the case of our country, the abuses and the 

indiscretions committed by some of Spain's poli­
tical as well as religious representatives in this 
country gave cause to our people to unite, inflamed 
their patriotism, and aroused in them a desire for 
r eforms and to emancipate themselves from the 
yol{e of Spanish rule and domination. 

With this end in view, and inspired with patr iotic 
order , our ancestors sought to liberate their na~ive 
land from the shackles of tyranny and oppressw~. 
Those patriots waged the struggle f or freedom m 
many ways, so that while Bonifa~io and Aguin~ldo 
took up the weapons of r evolt, ~1zal ~nd del P1lar 
gave their brillant minds and then· gem~s to supp~rt 
the cause of their countrymen by exposmg t~e ev1ls 
obtaining during that period and a.dvocatmg f?r 
reforms by means of their pens and llterary worl\s. 

It is our hope and our desire that pres~nt-?aY 
Filipinos be imbued with the patriotism :vhich ms-

. ed those heroes in their struggle for liber tY and 

f
p:r d The patriotism of Bonifacio can only be 
r ee orn. 'fi tt at 

imbibed if we learn the zeal and self-saCI'I c~ a~d 
d him 

disregard his own personal safet . rna e 11 his country-
Jed the CrY of Ba.lintawak to ~a upo~in. We will 
men to rise up In a~'lllS a~al~st 5Kis genius and 
never )mow Rizal, his patriO~~~l\ooks. It is not 
his greatness unless we r~a~ ·rned that Rizal paid 
enough that our P.eople be ;~e~~ng his verY life. on 
the supreme sacrifice bY. ssaiT tll3t his coun­
the altar of freedom. It IS n~~ wlWW Rizal called 
tnnnen. particularly the yon 

1 
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. · ur duty "the hope of the fatherland," learn why they honor As representatives of the people, It IS 0 ures 
and venerate the memory of their national hero and to listen to public opinion and to ~nac~llme:ding 
martyr by studying and reading the products of his demanded by the people of us. This bi If P

1 
knOW 

intellect-the weapon which he used to fight wrong before the Senate is one such measure. e of 
and injustice. In "Noli Me Tangere" and in "El that public opinion were against the_ P~~~; mY 
Filibusterismo" Eizal showed his patriotism, his this bill, I would be the first to WJth t of the 
com-age to express his feelings and the truth no support for it. This is not mere stateme~ in the 
matter whom they hurt, his indomitable love of lips, for I have already proven it by dee 5 

country and his nationalism, so that a study of his past. that public 
life wi ll never be complete unless those two books Two years ago, when I found out f the con· 
are read. It is also in these books where Rizal opinion ran high against the passage 0 'thdre.W 
air~d the grievance's of his countrymen, pleaded troversial textbooks bill, I immediatelY x"'~id that 
for reforms which he believed would cure the ills my sponsorship of the said measure. If ld with· 
that beset his country in his times and voiced the before, I would gladly do it again. I wo~ again~t 
legitimate aspirations of his country and people. draw my sponsorship of this bill and sp:e oPP~sl· 

Every year, as June 19th and December 30th it if necessary if I wer e convinced that ]ic opiJll?~ 
come around, the nation honors the memory of Dr. tion were ~ell founded and that pub osed to 1td 
Jose Rizal. Many of our countrymen, young and and the maJority of our people are opPhave fotlll t 
old alike, take to the public plaza not mainly to passage. Up to this time, however, I ment th8r 
honor Rizal but only to join the mood of the festi- no basis nor heard a convincing argu pport fo 
vities. For them, Rizal Day is one of those days .

1 
'thd . w mY su pro-

ffi d d .1 can preva1 upon me to WI 1a . asure de 
to take off from o ce an ai Y routine work, a this bill. Hence, my stand on the me o:N"oli !fJ}iC 
day of fun and merrymaking. They are incapable ·h th ad' f the ub 

. . R POSI g e compulsory re mg o . our P 
of render~ng due ho~OI to Izal becau~e they are Tangere" and "El Filibustel'ismo" Jn 
not fully mformed as to how and why R1zal became and privat h 

1 
. . 

d t · t Th "h " d " h e sc 00 s. te · stl· a hero an a pa no . e ?W an w y" could Mr. President e tl men of the Sena )ic iJl ·• 
have been learned by them If they read his life I w ' g n e . two cath0 poJl11 

story and his works, particularly the "Noli Me tut· as ~e~red _and educated :·nistered bY vtt~Jl 
Tangere" and "El Filibusterismo." . Ions 0 · earnmg ran and a I Juan de 1\!1 

Verily, our people have to know more of Rizal. ~~~an fathers_-the C~legi~ de Sa~nto 'forn~5-Jl8t~d 
It is in this spirit that it is now proposed that the ed t~~ P~n~fical Umversity 0: Se is in1Pl~!tllol1c 
reading of his two main works, the "Noli Me -~~a tihona ac~ground, there. or ' of the rcll to 
Tangere" and "El Filibusterismo" be made co w1. e teachmgs and doctnnes y Ch~1 pel'· 

m- fa1th and I 'd ·t d ty to Jl'l d fie ell pulsory in all our public and private .schools. ' consi er I a u k to e CJ1tll' 
It is my considered opinion that the introduction ~e~end her from those who may see f tha-t glltel'~ 

of this bill is quite late, but then it is often said t~ :e also :UY obligatio~ as a me~bers 0and d~tJ tll9-t. , 
that it is the better part of wisdom to act late than ~to It that the faith of hm son h weveJ• tJ1so1Y 
never. Had this bill become a law before, perhaps ~~~n unsu~lied.. I must confess, th~t coJ1l~el' ot 
we would find more patriots among the Filipinos re di t see hght m the argument Jd endl:l-~e11ts· l 
of the present generation. The celebration of Rizal a k ng of these two books wou Jic stU 

09
ys' ,, 

Day would hold greater and more significant weWha en the faith of our young ~athoSchool ,.isJ11° 1 

en I w · I H1gh te~ J meaning to many of our countrymen. The com- read the "N ~ m my ea;, Y "El FiJibtJS "Wl1efleJ1l 
pulsory reading of these two books would also make at th oh ~e Tangere and thef· . d tJl 1 
our youth imbibe the patriotic zeal and fervor that . t rt e suggest1on of my late · rnod 

5
tud1e ill fJ'lf· 

drove Ri2al and their forefathers to fight f?r their ~a. eel to ta~e up law, I read any fa..itll tllere;of 
convictions and for a just and righteous ca~se, love r~~~~~ In neither instance has n;, tesolt ect 

1
ef 

their country above self and her liberty and free- 0 fh n wavered for a moment as ter res~of ~~e 
dom ever supreme and uppermost in their hearts thn C e oth~· hand, I developed grea egard tJY ·e9 
and in their minds. ~ athohc Church and a higher rpr0v-ell stv01 

1
,, 

. Priests and rn · · t . · best -# 1 fJ ·, The overwhelming pubhc sentiment in fav01• of fa t th lms ers. This IS mY }a. t ~~ o~ 
this bill justifies my belief and opinion in this re- at cS ~t I continued and finished t 1 seJl ofl'e 0~ spect. It is for this reason that I stand today before so an Tomas, and on top of tha. ~diJlg 5 l tO 
this august body to voice my support for this bill th ns and daughters and am ·still. se sitjeS· 

· · · · . · · · ern to Catholic· achools and u111v-el' 
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the ab uses narrated b R ' . the good Y 1zal as mconsequential to 
Church th n~me . and r eputation of the Catholic 
last thr' e mstitution which has lasted and shall 

·ough th . and mal . e ages. I consider ed those abuses 
pr actices as · 1 · events l'l m er e npp es 1f compared to 

1 ce t he I · ·t· other d t nqms1 1on, the Western Schism and 
es rucf Catholi lve waves of discord that rocked 

threate~e~ountries during the Middle Ages and 
founded. to destroy the Church which Christ has 

I am a Catholic 01~e~ber. of the Knights of Columbus, a 
God but gam zatwn that teaches not only love of 
to the also love of country. I would be r ecreant 
~o suppm~n~lates of t hat organization if I now fail 
lnto t h 01 a measure designed to instill patriotism 

The e Y.outh of the land. 
that teK~Ights of Columbus, a Catholic organization 
countr;lelles not only love of God but also Jove of 
not mad ~s to my best knowledge and belief, so fro· 
though Ie mown its official stand on this bill. Al­
'Vish t am a member of that organization I do not 
tion 

1
·ts0 speak for its members nor for the associa-

elf b so. :a ecause I do not have the authority to do 
Would ~wever, I am of the personal opinion that I 
~f 1 no~ l'ec~·eant to its mandate of love of. country 

1
nstill ~all to support a measure designed to 

1n aktnotism into t he youth of t he land. 
11nd ""' ost every part of the country today, we 
1 ~·•On · ast in uments which have been erected to give 
l! thi g honor t o the memorY of Dr. Jose :Rizal. 
lll·ove~ measure now pending before us is not ap­
but rn ' these monuments will serve no purpose 
•nq it ere!y illustrate the physical features of :Rizal 
that .. ;:ouJd be better if we tear down these symbols 
the y 1 resent our national hero and do awaY w>th 
he m::r!y celebration of :Rizal DaY which would 
"'ho U>ngless to a good majority of our people 
Of lti~~herwise, could Jeal'Il more and knoW more ~lstor 1 and give him his rightful place 

1~ our 
J;:j Fl;. >f they read the "Noli ]\!e Tangere and 

tOe cQ lbusterismo," the Jiving symbolS that r eveal 
and int"racter of their author-his patl'lotlc spll'lt 

1 si ellectual greatness. •nte ... ~cere!y believe that the fears being presentdly 
lQ · · "<tln d ·t· and a -

1
11ist e by ecclesiastical authol1. 

1
es 

tOe p:ators of Catholic schools and colleges u~~ 
bpoll t sslble destr uctive effects of th!S mcas 
tot l>as he Catholic faith and r eligion will nobt cl?mvee h s if . . I d not e Ie 
''bat t h t h1s bill is approved. 

0 

• , and ~1 };'· : reading of t he "Noli Me Tangete ff t 
'l.'h lhbust erismo" will have preciselY that e ec . 

p ese . . d bY manY 
eol>le . worlts of Rizal are belllg 

1 
ea . d bY 

' Including Catholics. 'fheY are bemg 
1

-ea 

s~dents of our publ~c ~nd private schools, in Cath­
olic and non-Cathohc mstitutions of learning I 
have. yet to hear of cases where Catholics, aft~r a 
r eadmg of these books, have wavered in their faith 
or cha?ged their . religion. If this has not hap­
pened m our pubhc and non-Catholic schools with 
~ess . r~on can we expect it to happen in C~tholic 
mst1tut10ns where the students r eceive more in­
tensive training and education in the tenets of the 

Catholic faith. 
Mr. President, gentlemen of the Senate: During 

the last two weeks, much has been said and dis­
cussed about this bill on Rizal's two great books 
not only within the Halls of Congress but through­
out the land. I appeal for tolerance, broadminded-

ness and serenity. 
I urge the approval of this bill but not without 

reserving my right to support any amendment, 
which, without defeating its purpose ·will elimi­
nate the grounds and the bas.is to its opposition. 

There cannot be conflict between r eligion and 
nationalism. There is always room for both, pro­
vided we "give unto Caesar what is Caesar 's, and 

to God what is God's." 
Concluding, I wish to take advantage of this 

occasion to sound the call for national unity. In 
the midst of conflicting world ideologies and the 
threat of the infiltration of political ideas that 
maY destroy our fait h, our free institutions and 
democratic way of life, we have no alternati,·e 
but to unite and to emulate the patriotism of Dr. 
Jose Rizal, otherWise, this country which Rizal 
and everY patriotic Filipino love so much shall 

perish from the earth. 
CONSIDERACI6N DEL S. NO. 438 

(CO?!tinuacion) 

Senator PRIMICIAS. Mr . President, I now ask 
that we resum~ consideration of Senate Biil No. 

438. N The PRESIDENT. Consideration of Senate Bill o. 

438 is in order. . . Senator PRIMICIAS. Mr. President, the distm~-
uished gentleman from Batangas and Tayabas ""II 
use his turn to speak in favor of the measure. 

The PRESIDENT. The gentleman from Batangas 

and Tayabas has the floor. 
D!SCURSO DEL SEN· RECTO A FAVOR DEL p!lOYEC'l'O 

( Continuoci611 ) 
p . siclent and gentleinen of 

Senator RECTO· Mr.. 1 e resterdaY "·hen the ses-
the Senate, I was saYing ) d d' on account of 
sion of the Senate was suspen e 
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· to translated In The letter says as it appears 
English : 

the advanced hour, that the authors of thi~ so­
.called pastoral, unable to find in the Noh ~e 

Tange1·e and E l Filibuste?~O a_ny passa~e \~lth "My dear friend: silence. 

which to prove his or their thesis t_hat Dr. Rizal "In your last letter you complained off ~~iendshiPi 
· h -h· ls · 1 · the death 0 does ttacked the Catholic religion m IS tdl O nove , You are right; forgetfu ness ~~ . forgetfulness 

aresorted to what we call in legal parlanc_e proof but I must add that in true fnendship f of it . 
t h d not exist , and I shall give you a t once ·ttproo by 

01
e. Yout al•unde by c1·ti'ng a supposed conversa 10n a 

1 

en d no 

• "You have long desired a nove wn ·· ous an between Dr. Rizal and Dr. Pardo de !ave~·a when told me. it was necessary to do something ~er~ie with the 
the latter met Rizal in London sometime m 1889· to write any more articles which live an three }etters 
To suit his purpose the author of the "pastOl~al" page of a newspaper . Well then, to yodu:n·g you a coPY 

· f th t h' h I m sen 1 roduced a garbled versiOn o e conversa 1on, I answer with a novel of w 1c a St. ~:~pressing that part which would have disproved by man. . the G"P'J 
0
f_,gs 

hi's contention, which would h_av_ e p.roved tha_ t Rizal "Noli Me 'l'angere, words taken flom k contains tbJ the 
1f b t t Luke, mean 'do not touch me.' The boo ol<en up to hed did not attack the Catholic rehgwn ltse u at mos of which no ono among ou"elv" h"' •P not b• <i>~~ ~ 

the disrepute into which It had fallen I_n the present ; they are ·so delicate that they c;n I have tr:eS""er 
Philippines in his day because ~f the way _It was by anybody. In so far as I am concernde 'vored to a.n us 
being practiced. Rizal s~id, 1~ effect, m the do what nobody likes to do. I _have en b:~n heaped ;~ioll• 
course of said conversatiOn With Tavera~and the calumnies which for centunes had social con nces, 
thl·s is the passage that was suppressed by the and our country ; I have described t~e our grieva the 

the l ife, our beliefs, our hopes, our d:~n·es~hich undC: usi autlior or authors of the pastoral : "God should our grief•: I have unmasked hypoen•Y to bruU>i·' I'"' 
not be utilized as a shield and protector of abuses, guise of r eligion, came to impovensh and the false,, a,11~cd 
nor should religion be made use of for that pur- I have distinguished t1·ue religion . fro?n ould be ~in to 
pose. What happened in the Philippines in those superstition, [1·om that which Ca·tlwl~C'!S?n_ w d the cu f ouJ' 
days is horrible"- Rizal contin. ued. '.'They _abused of if it we1·e awwre of them. I have rais_e g words :S otlr 

h th ha show what is behind the deceitful glitter!D ur defe~tb ou1 the l)llJile of religion to ennc en- etendas; government: I have told our counh·yme;.:.n"' "'' 
1
,..,od 

they seduced an innocent girl to destroy an enemy; vices, our culpable a nd cowardly ~omP a; have procellltiPg 
they disturbed the peace of a married couple and mioeri". Whenever I have found v.rtue, qeep io ~<<' ~ 
robbed the wife of her honor. Why should I not it to render it homage; and, rather thane 'nobodY r'i• M

1 

1 fight religion like that, when it is the basic cause our mis~ortunes, I have la~ghed, be~~s our cou

1 

:t iaot~ ve 
of our 'miseries and fears?" The autlior of this t eep Wit~ me over the m1sfo~:une ffel'ing- 1' 1 a!l pl~110 so-called pastoral, if he was honestly concerned aughter Is always good to hille :ppened; I cfroJJI :J3llt 

. t t' . 1Uii1Tate a·1·e all t-t-ue and actu,a Y defects j t . 
11 

with knowing Rizal's true m en Ions m writing them. My book may have (and. has) t de!l~ of JJ 

the disputed passages of his novels, could have a1'tistic or esthetic point of view; I do. no al·tialM 
resorted to authentic documents which w~re cer- what cannot be placed in doubt is the unP 
tainly available to him. One is a letter from Rizal nanation". . Jost J?.rzj\11 f tl1e 
to Blumentritt written sometime in 1888 or 1889. . . the aut.hor .~er t~, 
The pertinent part of this letter says : "If you This 1s one of the documents d ill ol fiJle 

· f t · th Phil ' 11 d · nore coP tJle have grown m one o our owns m e lp- so-ca e pastoral conveniently 1g nlf ·n 
pines as I did, and witnessed the sufferings· of prove his contention that Rizal not ~gioJl 1 t we 
the neasants, you would have a different concep- himself t6 attacking the Catholic r~ 

18
, b" 

tion of Catholicism in the Philippines. I have Philippines, as practiced in those • )l,.r•?' 
had the oppOrtunity of studying all the religiOns Catholic religion in general. by t)l• '.w•~: 
in Europe. I have fo?<nd CMistW.nity splendid and To prove that the ideas expressed of C 

1
v•' s 

Catholic•ism attmctive ·as well as poe~ic. It is ters in the two novels in derogatiOil _,ance; g91

1

e 
bserv I' "' Ch·ristianity made poetic and beauti ful, Catholidsm dogmas and morals and religious o stor!iL pO" 

made finer than any Protest.antis1n. But all thoM Rizal's own, the author of the ":::'ad• bf ,s 
are unknown in my country." that the pertinent utterances were .,v>' ~ 

Then there is this other document which could and virtuous characters 
0 

utt•~on; 
not have possibly escaped the attention of the The statement is unfounded. ThO:tionS •

0
11'' ,, 

author of this so-called pastoral. It is a letter were made in the course of convet·S old '
1
;gi0 

0 written by Rizal in French where he explained to ignorant peasants and superstitio":·ce of r',n~~, 
his friend and countryman, that great painter . Which We called "beatas," whose prac ;il<• W' v'"' 
Fo!llx Resurr~cci6n Hidalgo, the purposes he had 1s <ha>·acterized with fanaticism and

010 
o11d 

in mind when he wrote the Noli Me T6mgere. Rufa, Rermana Sipa, Hm·mana P 
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Consolaci6n th . author of ' . e wife of the Alferez. But the 
Cris6sto this pastoral has failed to note that 
ge

1
·e thmo I~an·a, the hero of the N olli Me Tar~t­

You~g e bnght, cultured and highly educated 
of the ~an. who made his studies in the A teneo 
of the N e~~uts aiid later in Eur.ope, the character 
himself, ~~~i who,. i:1 the opinion of all, depicts Rizal 
the pa s Crisostomo Iban·a speaks throughout 
bittern!es of .the Noli, even in his moments of 
a defe ~s agamst the behaviour of the friars, as 

For ~ er of the Catholic Religion. 
TFIE Pli~nstance, under the chapter entitled, "IN 
or arg LOSOPHER's HOUSE," we find this discussion 
sofo T u~ent between Cris.6stomo Ibarra and Filo· 
i as1o PI n the · ease note the statements of Ibarra 

''Oh ,, ~ourse of the dialogue: 
Us • Interrupt d · content e Ibarra, "that's asking too muchi Let 
not compJ . _our~elves with obser ving that our people do 
tha am or tf · nks t . su er as do the people of other· countnes.. 
Po~~ers." 0 Reltgion and the benignity of the governing 

da Goct, the 'i to government and R eligion wlll not allow that 
~elf come ' " . . ' . . f h' p . · "Th · . 1_ephed Ibarra, impressed 111 sp1te o un· 
f hllippin e PhJIJppines is reiigious and loves Spain, the 

• or he
1
· esT will realize how much the nation is doing 

ca · h tht 

f 

nnot b ei·e are abuses "es there are defects, a 
or e de · ' • ' 

f 

Ills th t nled, but Spain is laboring to introduce re-
or a w 'll h · llluiat· 1 correct these abuses and defects, s e IS 

''Ji:: · lng I f~t lther 
1 

P ans, she is not selfish!" 

"So, according to you, the J esuits keep uo w.ith pro-
gress?" asked Don Filipo in wonder. "Wh~' th are 
they opposed in Europe?" en, 

"1 wil_l• an..c:wer you like an old scholastic," replied the 
s_age, lymg down again and resuming his jesting expres­
SIOn. "There are three '~ays in which one may accompany 
the course of progress: m front of beside or behind it. 
The_ first guide it, the second suffer the'mselves to be 
~arned along with it, and ~e last are dragged after 
1t-and to these last the Jesu1ts belong." 

I find, Mr. President, a passage in this so-called 
Pastoral, identified as No. 7, paragraph 2, which 
is a great untruth. It says that "in these two 
novels we can . hardly find even one acceptable 
religious priest, because all were depicted as 
haughty, cruel, ignorant, licentious and lecherous, 
and that even among tpe Filipino clergy only 
one Filipino priest appears as an exception." This 
statement is a falsehood, Mr. President and gen­
tlemen of the Senate, this statement that in Rizal's 
two novels not even one acceptable friar can be 
found. Either the author of the Pastoral has 
not read carefully the Noli Me Tangere and the 
El Filibusbe1·ismo before making his criticism, 
or he has acted in bad faith. Of course, there 
is one respectable and venerable friar among the 
characters of El Filibuste1-ismo. It is Padre Fer­
nandez, a Dominican, one of the professors in the 
University of Santo Tomas. In the chapter entitled 
"El Fraile y el Filipino" (The Friar and the 
Filipino) Rizal speaks of Father Fernandez in this co Uy. Theow~r my head or lose it·!" repeated Ibarra thOught-

to Ulltry . dilenun& is hard. But why? Is love for mY 

0 

d.ebas:ncompatible with love for Spain? Is it neces_san' 
h.lle•s Cons O~eself in order to be a good Christian, to prOStitute way: ·••:IJ' Clenc · d se? I love · b' f · d I th 'd t '" natt>e 

1 

em orde. to 
0
.,-,y 

0
ut o goo purPO · If• "We left ,,.gani ho,-angmn< " ,,.. •· n e m• ' 

'o d >ny hand, the PhHippin" boo••" to •t 1 owe mY ~· of "" onthuoiaom on uohor apP••oobod him to "'' thot 
h 

0
•<>-y 

1 

appin"''• hocau" ~vor'/ man ohou!d loVO " Pod" ,,..,.;nd.,, o" of tho highor pn>f""""• wiohod to 

~ ~ause. · love Spain the fathel·Iand of ll1Y ancestors, talk wi th him. 
lld. ln spite ' . . . s owes to It, 1 ., \Vii! •ont· of eve.ything th• PluhPP"'~ ho< fut•"· "' """''''' f"" fdl. Pad" F.,.rnindu '"" a P'"" a n. a C mue to owe her happmess an gncttl!l respected by him, being the one always excepted 

' • do "'• l ,..,.,.,., '""' tl"' •• ' I W him """''"" "" I"'""' w•ro •''"'"''·" lld. .,. athol· ' I 'tl of mY fatlwrs, 4~ l'aise ~tot see why I have to lower rn_Y heahd w~e~an S . l "'hie th' • to give it over to mY """'"" w on TM correct translation from the o•·iginal paDISl 
\Jnd e>n r (D.,·buah<>·• t«'""'""") should saY that Padre Fernandez is a very respect· ""~ l<er the Chapter A coon DAY· IS KNOWN BY able person, that is, a person not only respected ~ol'n) 

0
RNING (The Fair Day is Foretold by the by Isagani, but by everybody .. The first mentwn ~hi10., 0• We find "Don FiJipo," and "T~~IO, thee of Padre Fernandez, the Dommtcan professor _of 

' • Ph ng th the University of Santo Tomas, was made ear!Jef 
lqesuits . er," both noble characters, pra.ISI . I·n the novel, in the chapter "Los Banos" in the 

tion_) .ln the following words (Derbyskwe t?ans-
" · following words (Derbysidre ,, .. ,.station) ' 

"•t this point Padre Fernandez, who thus fu_r. in th be 

llf th . . Pt-og d from the blood 
he ose 'bh ress cont inues on its way, an . b ·n see ss • o f 1 tf ··ng IS oi . ' 
tai{j itse]f a l new .and vjgorous o spll : to be, is 
eac 1lg a ' however backWard it maY w.sh do not 
.la alle thstep forward The Dominicans themse~vets. the su· e · . im1ta 1ng 
bhe· lts, th . operation of this laW, but ale id fiestas in 

lr eu· · . . : TheY hO Tlol! cloist nreconcllable eneJn ,es. th coropose 
lt) Ill~, bee ers: they erect little theate~s, f einteUigencc 
b~ 8ll1~ ause, as they are not devo.d 

0 
h :ealize "'t~ 'h• 0J believing in tM fi{Wnth oenturt;;1~ ;!'.; port 

e fut esults are right and theY Will s red, ur ' h th y have rea · 
eas

11 
e of, the younger peoples t at e 

-a 

·"- · - · · h sm ling e-
discu!'.sion had merelY contented bunself w 

1

t tl. k 
"'an ~ ta]k. All gave hiln their attention, for •er mew 

him to be a thoughtful man. . d , Sibyla (another Donu-
" 'Don't take it ill of me, pa _ru f tl' nlf~,·r but it's 

d
·ff f ur VJCW 0 16 u • 

nican) if I I er rom yo t JwaYS in oppos tion ,o mY 
mY peculiar fate to be ahuos a h.t not be so pessimistic. 
brethren . I sny, tlien, th_at we oubg ~Jl·'wed (the frinrs in 

· · Castilian can e .. u The instructiOn Ul cl ·ng of the Spnnisll lnn· 
generAl did not favor the ten u 



y 

1296 CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 

guage) without any risk whatever, and in order that it 
may not appear to be a defeat of the University, we 
Dominicans ought to put forth our efforts and be the 
first to rejoice over it--that should be our policy. To what 
end are we to be engaged in an everlasting struggle 
with the people, when after all we are the few and they 
are the many, when we need them and they do not need 
us? Wait, Padre Zamqra, wait! Admit that now the 
people may be weak and ignorant-! also believe that­
but it will not be true tomorrow or the day after. Tomor­
row and the next day they will be the stronger, and they 
will know what is good for th~m, and we cannot keep it 
from them, just as it is not possible to keep from children 
the knowledge of many things when they reach a certain 
age. I say, then, why should we not take . advantage of 
this condition of ignorance to change our pohcy completely, 
to place it upon a basis solid and enduring-on the basis 
of j ustice, for example, instead of on the basis of ignorance? 
There's nothing like being just; that I've always said to 
my brethren, but they won't believe me. The Indian (Fili­
pino) idolizes justice, like every race in it~ youth; he. a!lks 
for punishment when he has done wrong, JUSt as he 1s ex­
asper ated when he has not deserved it. Is theirs a just 
desire? Then grant it! Let's give them all the schools 
they want, until they are tired of them. Youth is lazy, 
and what urges them to activity is our opposit:on. Our 
bond of ·prestige, Padre Sibyla, is about worn out, so 
let's pr epare another, the bond of gratitu.de, for example. 
Let's not be fools, let's do as the crafty Jesuits-". 

'· This is Padre Fernandez, as portrayed by Rizal 
in El Filibusterismo, and yet the author of the 
"pastoral" says that not one single good friar was 
to be found in either of the two novels. The 
"pastoral" says further that even among the 
Filipino clergy only one worthy Filipino priest 
appears in one of the novels, and that is an 
exception. That is another fals·ehood. Mr. Pres. 
ident and gentlemen of the Senate, at least we 
have four venerable Filipino priests in El Filibus.· 
terismo, three to whose memory El Filibuste1ismo 
was dedicated by Rizal, Fathers Burgos, Gomez 
and Zamora; Filipino Catholic priests who were 
executed in Bagumbayan for defending the rights 
and the dignity of the native clergy. One of the 
charges made against Rizal when he was brought 
to trial was that he dedicated El Filibusterismo 
to the memory of these three Filipino priests 
whom the Spanish government and the friars at 
that .time called traitors to the country, that is, 
traitors to Spain. Who is the fourth venerable 
native priest in El Fili buste.risma? None other than 
Father Florentino, one of the noblest, if not the 
noblest character, in the novel. The author of 
the pastoral says he is aL exception. But if th~ 
only Filipino priest character in the novel is Father 
Florentino, and he is good, the conclusion must 
be that the Filipino priests in those days were 
all good, and it is not right to say that only 
one was good, by way of exception. I would 

. I 
invite those who defend this so-called p~tor~ 

N l. M Tctngc'l e to point to me a passage in the o ~ e . fer 
and El FiZibu.ste1·ismo f1'om which we can m of 

thor the conclusion made here by th~ . ~u riest 
this pastoral that only one noble Fihpm~ ~izal, 
is found as an exception in the books 0 rthY 
the rest of the Filipino priests .bein~ as un~~·son· 
as the friars. Father Florentmo IS the ~ t in 

.1. · pr1es ification and incarnation of the F1 1pmo . Floren· 
the days of Rizal. Rizal describes Fathei El Fili· 
tino in one of the early chapter~ of t~ ·byshire 
buste?isrno, in the following words ( el 
translation). La 

, a,su1ne 
(En este momento el Sen. Mabanau M a) 

P1·esidencia. po1· designaci.Dn de la es er 

" ( f the steaJXI s. On one of the benches at the astern ° ers sat 
''Tabo"), huddled in among the other passe~g w:re sue· 
native priest gazing at the landscap~s tha made roo~ 
cessively unfolded to his view. His neighbors. hats, 1111 e 
for him, the men on passing taking off their ear wllerd 
the gamblers not daring to set their table n:r assu~:r 
he was. ~e said li~tle, but n~ither s~okedwith th~ . ot s.s 
arrogant airs, nor did he disdam to nungle d tfabllitY d· 
men, returning the salutes with courtesy an ~though 11}le 
if he felt much honored and very grateful. 

11 
grn'/• ted 

vanced in years with hair almost complete hell seD ut 
' en w ·th0 appeared to be in vigorous health, and ev bUt Vfl ti"e 

held his body straight and his head erect, cllnarY' nn .,ed 
pride or arrogance. He differed from the or eriod set 

11
d­

priests, few enough indeed who at that .P ts) or ~elf· 
' . h pries . " I merely as coadjutors (assistant pans ertnill 

0
nll 

. . . . a c ers 
rntmstered some curacies temporanly, Itll f hiS P r~e!' 
Po . . us o gUr . ssess10n and gravity like one consciO ~ ~onlt• 
d · 't ' · office. ·te '' t Ign1 Y and the sacredness of his · whl the 
fie' 1 · ·r ot hi9 sll0 ·d Ia examination of his apperance, 1 n 

0
ch, g!tll1 

revealed at once that he belonged to another eP not nti"6 
g . were Jl ·r enerat10n, when the better young men tile the1 

to r:sk their dignity by becoming priests, whe; 'VI!Jell Jl'leJl 
clergy looked any friar at all in the face, a~ r free ,q;JIS· 
class, not Yet degraded and vilified, called ot ~er\fi)eerell~~ 
and not slaves, superior intelligences and n d the 5 tl'16 
l h ' ea s JO' n 18 sad and serious features was to be r 

6
rb111' f 

of a soul fortified by study and meditation, ~ .J?sdre 
out .by deep moral suffering. This priest w~y toid¢fllli111J 
rentmo, Isagani's uncle, and his s-tory is ea.s. of .,;te 

"S · fa.tntlY' £J tile Cion of a wealthy and influential . ositiofl• to of 
of agreeable appearance and cheerful diSP 1 cSll ·se~ t 
to shine in the world he had never felt an prop:JJ ~otell, 
sacet·dota} profession, 'but by reason of son:~ and ~o-9 d 
v?ws, his mother after not a few struggl She IIJI 9 

d~sputes, . compelled him to enter the semin~[t1'0! ir~;ve::e 
g eat friend of the Archbishop had 8 W • «ll0 • J <~ If 
was · ' an 1fl 1 ., as mexorable as is very devout worn d 1/ll .;Ill. 5~ 
that she is interpreting the will of Go begged: pf~ecst 
young Flw t · 'nlY h8 d JS · rl 
h I en mo offerP.d resistance, vat catl 11 d P .4$ 

e P eaded h' 1 k' g s 11 ..tl~"" 
h ls ove affairs even provo lfl "'e ll ~ ,. eJl c harl t b • • f a"' ' prs• ·<J 
h b . o ecome at twenty-five years o 'his e gJ Jlt' 
w:s ec~I~e. The Archbishop orda;ned hill~~ys .,.;t co1lte 

cc e rated with great pomp three ,, f!tl 
over to f · ' . h pP .r 
1 . eastmg, and his mother died a 
eaving him all her fortune." 
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Now if y · · about Fa 0~ want to. refresh further your memory 
last h ther Florentmo, I shall refer you to the 
tainsc t~ter of the El Filibuste1-ismo, which con· 
chapte • ~ denouement of the plot. In the last 
in th 1' m that conversation he had with Simoun, 
confe e . latter's last moments as he made his· 
ing ;slOn, you will admire once more the tower· 
he ap gur: of Father F lo1·entino. Not only does 
man pear as a great Filipino but also as a holy 
Cathot m~n of wisdom, and a a-ue orthodox 
tagoni 1~ Priest. To me he is the hero, the pro· 
Noli . 8 ' of El Filibusterismo, as Ibarra is of the 

Again the "pastoral" says: 

.,.., . · · · · a ll . · l\IZals• b good and pious Catholics are p1ctured-(m 
Perstitiou~~~s)-as grossly ignorant and ridiculously su-

., 

Wh · ''""'"too were these people who according to the 
~....::) ral" · ' tray d ' existed in r eal life and who were por· 

and e by Rizal in his novels as good Catholics 
sup~r::. ~he same time, ignorant and ridic?~ously 
they lbous? The "pastoral" fails to explall1 hoW 
lousl could be good Catholics, if they were ridicu­
Of t~e s~perstitious·. I don't believe anY opponent 
Char Ill can present to us, can point to us anY 
li'ilibacter, whether in the Noli Me Tangere or El 
hand Usterismo, who can be called on the one 
i~01• a good and pious Catholic and, on the other, 

ant a d th ignorant 
all.d th n superstitious. Who are _e . 
tlte li:!e superstitious in the Noli Me TanU"

6 
and 

~Ufa Filibusterismo? Capitan Tiago, J{ermana 
llas ' lierlbana Bali and a host of other herroa-

b 
or " E dana 

Ofia· lllanangs," Dofia Victorina de . spa .' 
l?asta Consolacion the ·wife of the Alferez. Drt. · w ' a gt·ea 
Juli.st as not superstitious. He was r ~iou8 · lie was the legal consultant . ~f the . re I-
lie w orders according to the El F1ltbttstertS~· 
a fait a~ a good Catholic, in the sen~e of b:I~! 
could hful observant of Catholic practices, bu 
bo>tun~ot be called superstitious. lie was antio~· 
lllftuenlst and a selfish man. He wan~~d p~~ t~i~ 
\'fol' ld ce, material comforts, respectabihty, . the 
othet· ' and a good share of God's g~or~ tn t q. . n 1f 1t mean 
lsp} ~._e would not help anY one,. . d ·s 

Ot j e~asing_ the government or th~ reh~tous o~~~e~ 
lsag ~ard1zing his own position tn soctety. 'd 
hi-..... alli, in th f his f elloW students, pal ~'l a e name o h worthY 
ellterD :Visit to enlist his help in sue a.AcademY 
Of th l'Ise as the establishment of an ·ve a 
he}Di e Spanish language he ref used to gt ·ect 
\\• llg h ' that the prOJ 
tL ~s fro . and because he I~e~ .A ood catholic 
Ills n w ned upon by the fnai s. g too but 

actor Pasta, and a wise person, , 

far from being ignorant and superstitious as the 
"P , a.storal" suggests. 

Mr. Presi dent, I will resume my discussion of 
the main syllogisms advanced by the author of 
this "pastoral" and point out to you, after e.'am­
ining its premises and conclusions, that his apolo­
getics suffer from the major vices of argumen· 
tation from which they suffer. For instance, the 
author says that Rizal regarded his country and 
his people with affectionate realism, that he was 
fearless in denouncing the evils of the colonial 
administration of his times; that he examined 
and analyzed our national problems-which na· 
turally were cultural, religious and social-·with 
deep insight, rising above petty passions and 
prejudices; that, as promised in the dedication, 
he uncovered the ills anu roaladies of the Philip­
pines of his time in the hope of finding a remedy 
for them, that all the characters of the two noYels 
had their counterparts in the life of the Philip· 
pines in those days and that the object of his 
novels was to e},.-pose in terms of fictional narra· 
tive the aotual evils which then afflicted Philippine 
society. Fro1n all these truthf ul, magnificent prem­
ises whose correctness no one can challenge, the 
author comes to the strange conclusion that Rizal 
wrote fiction and not history. 

Another example of the bizarre syllogisms of 
the "Pastoral." The author sars: 

The social cancer from which the Philippines suffered 
was largelY due to the ~ecadent state. of th.e _religious orders 
and to some practices of the Cathohc rehg10n, and _so ~he 
la.rger part of Ri.zal's novels ~~~ devoted to castigatmg 
diseclifying priests and to satmzmg what he deemed to 
b superstitious observations and practices of the Church, 
b~t the Church must be distinguish~d from the human 
and fallible individuals that compose 1t. 

Froll1 such unimpeachable premises the author 
of the Pastoral draws the astonishingly absurd 
conclusion that Rizal att acked in his novels the 
catholic faith, and Catholic dogmas a~d roorals 
and the pious observance of the ?ath~hc Chul'C!:• 
in general, and not alone as practiced m the Phu-

ippines in Rizal's time. . 
I now come to that part of this document which 

contends that these books of Rizal are condemned 

by 
the Canon Law. Its author invokes Canon 

h
. 1 s · "Books 

l 399, particularlY par~graph 2, w 1c 1 s~·, "De­
of any wr iters defendmg heresy or schi · .· i 1 
fending" is the English word fo~ thAneo dll.~ ~~ 

t 
, . the original Latm. P 

"propugrutn es m t " l·s d"''l·,·ed h · h 1• ropugnan es = ' 
pugnare," from w IC P t , So if tl bl'ok 
111eans "to defend with argumen sb. t this is not 

h 
t' 1 statement u ' 

contains a ere lea I.J k or the par-
defended with arguments, the oo , 
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ticular heretical passage, does not emile under the 
prohibition of Canon 1399. 

I give you here another specimen of the strange 
logic of the "Pastoral's" author. Here is a premise, 
or rather~ two premises, a major and a minor, from 
which no valid exception may be taken: "Rizal ex­
amined and analyzed (in his novels ) our national 
problems with depth of insight, sifting from the 
complexities of his time_ideas which, for their uni­
versal and timeless validity, are applicable in our 
own time, regarding the function of government, 
the well-being of society, the dignity of the indivi­
dual, tne necessity of pop_ular education, the native 
traits and possibilities of the Filipino character, and 
the special mission and destiny of our. nation under 
God. Our leaders of today and our people as a 
,~·hole should put into practice ?no?·e faithfully the 
patriotic teachings contained in the writings of our 
national -hero. But men cannot put into practice 
teachings which they do not thoroughly and rightly 
understand, and we can think of no more effective 
means, qfter the formal teaching of religion, to 
develop in our youth a sane and constructive na­
tionalism and the civic virtue of subordinating in­
dividual ambition to the common good, than that 
the writings of Rizal be more circulated and read, 
and even introduced as reading matter in the 
public and private schools of the nation." From 
these inefutable premises of the "Pastoi·al" its 
author draws the following non sequitur: 

" We the Catholic Philippine Hierarchy, maintain that 
these ~ovels do contain teachings contrar y to our faith, 
and so, we a r e -opposed to the proposed compulsor y read­
ing in thei r entirety of such . books in any school in the 
P hilippines where Catholic students ma y be affected." 

Parenthetically one might be inclined ·to suspect, 
with justification that there were two authors who 
worked independently in the preparation of this 
pastoral: one who laid down the predicates, and 

·another who made his own conclusions along pre­
conceived lines, and without minding the predicates 
laid down by his co-author, and' the correct predi-

. ' cates and the false conclus ions were pieced together 
resulting in this hybrid product: the "Pastoral." 
Now, can it be pointed out that in the "Noli Me 
Tangere" or El Filibusteri'smo" that Rizal himself, 
or through any of his character s, made any argu­
mentative defense of any particular heresy against 
a dogma or an article of fait h of the Catholic 
Church? 

Perhaps I shall be r eferred to that chapter of 
the Noli about the purgatory, where Fil6sofo Tasio 
appears indulging in disquisitions on the subject. 
What did he, Tasio, madman or philosopher, say 
about purgatot·y after all ? In the first place he 

- - ----------
in the fol· accepted the exist ence of purgatory, 

lowing words : 
. . a del purgatorio 

" Entre nosotros poc\emos decn· que Ia ' de . , entre- los 
• . , 1 unwn es buena, santa y r azonable ; .contmua a ayor pureZll 

que fuer on y los que son, Y obliga . a un~ l me hace." 
b e de e s de \'ida. El mal esta en el a uso qu thaL 

d' r eed was The only matter on which he 1~ag f the CathO· 
purgatory is an exclusive concept iOn ° . ·eligions 
lies as he contended that long before othel ;n earlY 

' · d that ev · g acknowleclgeci its existence, an . xpressll1 

Christians did not believe in it . An_d, Ill ~e rnade a 
hi'S own opinion that purgatory exlst~, aticisJll or 
distinction between a pure fait h and a~ stroY the 
superstit ion in this wise : "I h~te to ·t e A. faith 
faith which is in he1· (Doray's) he;l n.aticisil1• a~ 
pure and simple is distinguished f~·om d -~ 00~wce, :e 
fl ame from smoke, as melody fro~ 18 ne with te 
idiots, like deaf ancl the dumb, conf use 0y that tle 

, n sa b · other. Among ourselves, we ca d reasona. ve 
idea of purgatory is good, _holy a:e ,\'ho h~e. 
It links those who are ·w1th tho ·itY of I 
ceased to be,· leading us to greater pui . d 
The evil is in the abuse." . nt lY flil11~. 

I" onvenle }lea The author of the "pastora c d went :f'J6· 
to make r eference t~ this passa.ge a~hrough t; rY· 
long to _th e conclusiOn t~1at Rizal, the purglil the 
sofo Tas10, denied t he existence of :ftJ'IQ ·d 

. l" we . I'll , In paragraph 15 of t his "Pastola ' 'ghtfor\" js 

!ollowing: "Let us be sincere an~ stra~triotis~~11Js 
tn order to imbue our youth w1th ~ onfess\

11
ere 

it necessary to make them read that ~ then t1
1
js 

are made so that we may sin?" An xa.rnine e of 
is a footnote marked 15. Let us. elal' P9g

89
rs· 

footnote and verify on what partlcuent aPPt!J.ese 
the Noli or Fi li the alleged ~tate~iatelY• p~ge 
The footnote says 15 and 1mme wblilt 

11
jcl1 

d 0 ' t s see '" aO wor s : pus citatum, 280. ~e u ditiol'l• e ~" 
280 of the Noli and its particular e J'l p8S' tni11g 
is that of " P. Savo Bookstore." Well, ~e is 0 0 ~ol'0 
of this "P. Sa.yo e.dition of the Noli," the1ce the e if 
said about confes·sion and not even ol'lt us se l.JOtlt 
"co f · " · ' N w Ie r1 a n ession 1s mentioned. o • ethiJlb' 
page 280 of t he Fili will yield som tte' 
"confession." getl 

·n tbe Sen~tor RODRIGo. Mr. President, Wl !flg.Y 
man Yield to a question? maP 

Th gentle e . e . A CTING PRESIDENT. The rfl1e1' 
Yield, tf he so desires. . 0 ot 

t ence ~S ~e . Senator RECTo. I will finish the se~1 paS'e. g . 
1~ nothing about "confession" here 0 rr a.t l_P · · 1 
El F'i li lnuste1ism·o. It is a chapter 0~irJloil~~c9J1 
revolt that preceded the death of """ ]3U 
Wh · frO, .. at Is the question, gent leman 



:o 
13 

J 

SENATE 1299 

Senator RODRI I . -more th co. s It not true that there are 
an one d't' Pili buste . e 1 wn of Noli Me Tange1·e and El 
·rtsmo? 

. Senator- R . ISh? 
1 

ECTO. You mean m English and Span-

Senatot· R Senato . . o,n~rco. In Spanish. , 
edition 1 . RECTO. Yes, but this is the particular 
Bere ·t ~)Ot.ntecl to by the author of the "pastoral." 

I IS lU th f that th . e ootnote. You are right in saying 
referredei et are several editions. But the edition 
Say

0 
Bo 

1 
° by the "Pastoral" is this by P. 

Pilibust 0 ~ Store, Nueva Edici6n 1950. As to El 
Manu e; :smo, the edition referred to is that by 
tions ~ tlatelica, 1908. These are the two edi-

Se xpressly mentioned by the "pastoral." 
tl nator R lose ar ODRIGO. Very good. Granting that 
now th e the h,-o particular editions pointed out, 
that the gentleman himself a few days ago stated 
· ose · Is the g mtght be typographical errors. Now, 
that P entleman very certain and very sure that 
a assage · tl f d · ny oth m 1e pastoral cannot be oun Ill 

S er page? 
\ . enator R · . "lth the . ECTO. I have to locate the quotatwn 
suPPose bald of the footnotes carefully placed, I 
"'ill Pal:d Y the author of the pastoral, and if you 
and y on me, both the gentleman from Samar 
cl our H t etica} . . onor said the other day tha even 
tel·s of ~~ ~ ors in this so-called pastoral are mat­
an exp} aith. l even tried to open the door for 
tlelllen anation so that the statement of the gen­
that th Would be less absolute by pointing out 
a er e . ' · · 1 nct the at e typographical errors m the pastoHl • 
l'tlan f . answers I obtained both from the gentle­
ev 1om s · that · el'Yth · amar and from Your Honor was 
:~ not ~ng in this document, which it is now clear 
lea. Pastoral, is article of faith for the Catho-

to Sen a tor R Id l'}{e 
til lllake i ODRIGO. Mr. President, I wou . 

1

ld 
! e ge t clear in the record that 1 never to 
o 'Ubsc~tleman from Batangas and Quezon that 
\"en in lbe to that pastoral as an article of fatth 
,:0 Uid n:'atters of typographical errot·s, just as 

1 

t en o t subscribe to a Supreme Court decls~on 
o n ty ld ubscnbe 

th a Su Pographical errors·. I wou s . 
el·e is Preme Court decision in substance, but Jf 

~ Senato typographical errors . . · 
b ltt)l·ern l' R ECTO. What particular decision of the 
.~ een a e Comt containing· typographical errors has 
'
1
eh ccept · ·urispru-~ce? ed by the lega l profession as J 

l\ot enato t I do 
1\o :sa,, t· RODRIGO PreciselY Mr. Presiden ' ~l.' ,. th · ' th typo-
t\ allhi at we accept as jurisprudence e 

l e t>a.~~.l error. Now, of course, I can~o~ name 
lcuia r case now, but I saY that Jtl IS verY 

possible t~at in a <:}ecision of the Supreme Court 
reported m ~he Philippine Reports, there might 
be .t~ographiCal errors; it is possible that in a 
decisiOn of the Supreme Court, the.Supreme Court 
cites a case decided by the United States Supreme 
Court, and it is possible that in the citation, the 
volume or at least the page of the United States 
Supreme Court reports is not cited correctly. But 
that doel2 not mean to say that the substance or 
,the essence of the decision itself is vitiated. May 
I come back to my question. 

Senator RECTO. No, let me answer the gentle-
man first. The gentleman is my guest on the floor. 
The difference is that the Sup1·eme Court does not 
require that its decisions be taken as articles of 
faith, as dogmas, while here it is pretended that 
even typographical errors in the so-called pastoral 
are to be taken as articles of faith. If Your 
Honor will allow me to continue reading this para­
graph, Your Honor will find that there are so 
many typographical errors, · that I am compelled 
to believe that the cited passages do not exist 
either in the Noli or the Fili. If I may be allowed, 
I will proceed. I call attention to footnotes 15-16, 
which make reference to pages 106-107. The 
"pastoral" says, " in order to teach our youth 
love of country, is it necessary to expose them 
to jeers at Catholic worship, or to say of stole 
fees that 'divine justice is not merely so exacting 
as human,' to say 'novenas. responsories, versicles 
and prayers have been composed for those who 
Jack original ideas and feelings', that 'the Church 
does not gratuitously save the beloved souls for 
you · nor does it distribute indulgences without 
payment ?" " , Pages 106-107 of either of the t wo 
books maY be looked up, and those quotations of 

the Pastoral cannot be found. 
Senator RoDRIGO. Maybe I can grant that. This 

· the first time I heard these alleged en·ors in 
IS } 't 
print ing. · But granting that, I . want to ma <e ~ 
clear in my case at least and m order to make 
this clear in the record, that I never told the 
gentleman from Batangas that I abide with t~at 
Pastoral as a matter of faith even on typographical 
errors. So that the only claim of the gentleman 
fr om Batangas and Quezon is that t hese ~Jieged 
,xceptions in the Pastoral a1·e not found Jl1 the c. · t h p toral as an 
particular pages cited m e as 

Appendix. 1 · I Th t · 10t t he onlY c tum 
Senator RECTO. a 1~ ~aking here· for hours 

ha"e made. I have been P · d f time d t d r d in that perJO 
0 

,,esterdaY an ° a)' an 1 . 1 J1are proYed 
i ha\·e made more than one c aun.,. the "Pastornl'' 
to the gentlemen of the Sennte ho\ - • 
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is full of inaccuracies and in some respects un­
tl·uths, and of course, inconsistencies. Does Yom 
Honor accept, for instance, the correctness of thal 
statement in the "Pastoral" that not a single good 
friar can be found among the characters in the 
Noli Me Tange're and El Filibuste.rismo? Does Your 
Honor subscribe to that? What about PadTe Fer­
mindez, the Dominican Professor of Santo Tomas 
University? ' 

Senator RoDRIGO. I would not say that I sub­
scribed to that particular one or another one. 
But the thing is that in this Pastoral there are 
many instances cited. As a matter of fact, as 
far as I am concerned, the attacks on the friars 
are immaterial to me. What is material are the 
attacks against matters of faith or dogma or teach­
ings of the Catholic Church. But as I said in 
my speech or I think in my answer also to ques­
tions of the gentleman from Batangas, I myself 
admit that there had been acts by the friars which 
are abusive and in answer to the gentleman from 
Quezon I ·said I condemned those Spanish friars 
who abetted the government in condemning Dr. 
Jose Rizal to death. To me that is immaterial. 
But there are many other things cited in the 
Pastoral. Let me come to proposition. Granting 
that due to a typographical' error these passages 
ar e not in tliose particular pages, ' supposing that 
t onight ' I 1·esearch on the whole two books and 
find out that while those passages· are not in those 
particular pages cited but in other pages, will 
the Pastoral suffer in substance and in essence? 

Senator RECTO. How about the denial made in 
the Pastoral that Rizal has not found a single 
good friar in the Philippines? 

Senator R~DRIGO. These are particular points 
that I cannot discuss now. I will have to make 
a research on them. 

Senator RECTO. It is late to make a research 
now. We are going to vote on this matter soon. 
Your Honor cannot delete the passage in El Fili­
busterismo where the Dominican Friar, Padre 
Fernandez is portrayed by Rizal as a noble char­
acter. 

Senator RoDRIGO. Granting that I said that it 
is not the only basis of the Pastoral. As I 'Said 
I want to ~ake a research on that more cat·efully, 
but the pomt I want to raise is this, that those 
passages a~e n~t found in t~e particular and speci;­
fic pages c1ted m the Pastora1. Does it necessarily 
mean that they do not appear in other pages of 
the Pas~oral ? In other words, they are mere t _ 
pographical errors. Y 

Senator RECTO. That was not the understandin 
of the ~ntleman from Samar. g 

· derstanding Senator RODRIGO. That IS not my un sainar. 
of the statement of the gentleman from eal 
Anyway, that is not my understanding. I aPP in 
to the records. I never said in my speech or are 
the interpellation that typographical errors 
articles of faith. pas· 

t e those Senator RECTO. Can you quote . o m El pili-
sages in the Noli Me Tange1·e and th,: astora.l,'' 
buste1'ismo that were referred to by the P · those 
even if they appear on pages other th~~, 
pointed in the footnotes of the "pastora · of the 

Senator RODRIGO. I do not have the coP~1 strive 
books, but give me a few days and I sha ear ill 
to show that these particular passages aPPu ver~· 
other pages of these two books. Thank yo 
much. . gentle· 

Senator ROSALES. Mr. President, will the 
man yield? an JllllY 

The ACTING PRESIDEN'r. The gentleJ!l 
yield if he so wishes. 

Senator RECTO. Gladly. t whllt 
rrec 11e Senator ROSALES. I rise simply to co bY' t 

I would consider a misstatement made bout tlJe 
gentleman from Batangas· and Quezon :e sen8t~ 
fact that I admitted on the floor of t ·ol' tllll 
that even if there is a typographical er faitll· 
it will still · be all right in an article 0 er to ¢'1 

Senator REcTo. That was your ansW 
question. doJloJ'· 

y 0 ur P eJll' 
Senator ROSALES. That is wrong, 'f 1 reJll 11er 

Let us appeal to the record because 1. wllet 9s 
ber right, when you asked ~e a questiO~dered ·te.· 
ev t . b conS1 cJ en YPograplucal errors can e yotl , ftfe 
P.art of an article of faith, I pointed ~~ tJol\ tJe 
b~ns made in certain passages of . t JJ'ljgll of 
Tcmge?·e and El Filibuste?'ismo whiCh 8rtiC1\!ll 
Wl:ong to consider them as part of the ogrt~-P}ll 
faith and I said that might be onlY tYP 'Jlg 
error. 8sl'1 tS 

S been plle 
enator RECTO. Gentleman I have ogl'9 o'''· 

for a ' h steP ·1 J'l d h copy of your speech but t e untl .5pe 
ave not been able to deliver it to me t fitl1 

They no 
. say that up to now you have clt· rtft· 

golng over the transcript of your spee rds, 
S t reco 
e~a or ROSALES. I appeal to the yo" 

President. pSI of 
s perbt~- lJ.'eg. 

enator REcTo. To your records, been 8 

ma~ appeal, to the records that have tl18 

rev1sed by y 1 tO 
our Honor. pea .0s· 

·e Senator ROSALES. Mr. President, l .!:l.P recoJ te tl~ 
r cords of the Senate and not to mY se!le. gtJes 

s.enator RECTO. To the records of the f(l1 
revised by your Honor, no.· You £tl'e 
on the floor, Mr. Senator .. 
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Senator Ros Senator RE ALES. I consider that. . 
~sa right toe;;,. Under our Rules, every Senator 
tons, and no co over hts speech and make correc­
~nybody . until t~Y 0~ that speech can be furnished 
·Peech has b e tevlslon by the author of the 

of t~e Canon Law can be left out and onl 
porbons which contJ·adict th . Y those 
tices of the Catholic faith e content a.nd prac­
prohibited M I must be considered as 
C<in if I . ay a:'k the gentleman from Bula-

- am correct m roy interpretation 
Senator RoDRIGO. What is that? · 

Senator R een effected. 
tangas and OSALES. But the gentleman from Ba-
;vas not bro~u~zon will remember that this point 
~eech but g t up m the course of roy written 

l'Ight to cor~e~~er mterpellation, which I have no 

t Senator RE . 

8 

"Xt of my ' ~CTO: Your Honor cannot correct the 
wel". q esbon, but you can correct your an-

Senat col"ds of th. 8 · have no r1ght to revise the l'e or ROSALE I . 
l'evise with ,~: chamber, but I have the right to 
Pellations . spect to roy speech and the inter-

Senate . m the course of roy speech. 
~ay hav: 

1

RE?T<J. But just the same Your Honor 

10~· evtsed that part, that is, my own ques· 

th enator Ro at part SALES. I have not reviewed or revised 

eve as th t · n prod e s enographers untJI now cannot 
chamber. u;eh that part of the pro,eedings of this 

Sen"'t anl\ you, aentleman. 
\v " or R ·"' 

8 

°
1
'd for th ECTO. I am sorrY I cannot take your 

henate and at,. but I appeal t<T the members of the 
iteat·d You . of the gentlemen of the press who 
!berated t~ answer to mY question. In fact, I re· 

e gent! at fact in my speech yesterday, and 
•ccordin eman did not rise to protest. I said tha~ ~ the g to Your Honor, even typographical errors 

1 

atholic pastoral are articles of faith for eve1·y 
Said th NobodY interrupted me yesterday when 

S 
at. e%~· . da;· t di; RosALEs. I wish to state that if yester· 

gas it not interrupt the gentleman from Batao· 
e1· · Was th t 1 ate it rough tolerance. But I canno to· 
' •teg

0

r· any more when he made this specific and 

Sena~cal statement. ' Peech or RECTO; Because the rev,ston of your 
l-low must not have been completed yesterdaY· 

•o·cau;d Mr. President, there is a statement in the ~att·iot· pastoral to the effect that the 1ssues of 
{1,' lSin · 

1
Zal' and faith are inextricablY entangled 

10 

'" s no 1 · 1 . 
0
l"ds b ve s-I do not remember the part1cu ar 

~also ut they conveyed the same meaning. There 

1 

°\\>eve~ statement which says : "This does not mean 
• lis u • that each and everY portion of the novels ~~tta~der this law. Those portions which do not 

. •lth Jet the content and practices of the Cathollc ~~tetp ate evidently not affected by the law." 1f I 
h.e .,., ret correctly th1's statement it means tMt 

POl"t ' ' . . • 
Ions which do not come under the proh

1
b

1

t
1

on 

"T~ena.;or RECTO. This portion of the pastoral says. 
IS oes not mean, however, that each and ever. 

pot-l!on of the novels falls under this 1 . Th Y 
portiOns which do not contradict th awt. ose 

P

ra f f th e con ent and 
c tees o e Catholic faith are evidently not 

affected by the law." · 
Senator RODRIGO. Well, I think there is no need 

for explanation because those two sentences are 

very clear. Senator RECTO. Well, I am asking Your Ho , 
· t t · nors m erpre ation because you seem to represent here 

the author of the pastoral. Se~ator RoDRIGO. As a matter of .privilege, Mr. 
Prestdent, I would Hke to correct that statement. 
1 never assumed, Mr. President, that I represent 
the author of the pastoral here, and I object to 
that word "author" because that is singular. I 
know the implication that the gentleman from Ba­
tangas wants to make that this was prepared by 
only one man, Father Cavanna, which I deny. And 
so, Mr. President, as a matter of privilege as a 
n1ember of this august body, I protest against the 
insinuation of that statement and, if I may be per­
mitted, I do not want to answer anY' more questions 

Senator RECTO. (Continuing) Now, who are in that vein. 

the authors of the "pastoral?" I understand the 
position of the gentleman from Bulacan; he refuses 
to answer anY more questions on that point because 
for the last two or three days I have been demand­
ing here the presentation or production of either 
the original or a photostat copy of the "pastoral,'' 
and the gentleman from Bulacan has not been able 
to do it until now, because the truth is that there 
is no such pastoral, because the bishops could not 
have subscribed to this document which is full of 
inaccuracies, ;nconsistcncies and untruths, libels and 

and slauders against Rizal. I have always belie\'ed that their eXcellencies, 
the bishops composing the CathoHc hierai·chY ;n tl1e 
Philippines, could not have subscribed. could not 
have signed this documenL I even denY that theY 
gave their approval to this document because be­
fore giving their approval to ;t, the>" should hn''' 
studied its contents cat-cfuiiY· I 1!3''' slw': u hei< 
a sample r>f a true pastoral. "·hich is the ,omt v:'' ' · h ' . ] . of the P lllhP-

toral issued by the entire teHl~ 1~ th ftl "Joint 
pines on JanuarY 29, t9S3. corrr>~~g e ' e 
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PastoTal of the Philippine Catholic HieraTchy on 
Religious Instl:uction in Public Schools," and signed 
by around 30 members of the hierarchy, bishops, 
archbishops and apostolic administrators, and pub­
lished in all the newspapers in the Philippines. As 
I said, this so-cailed pastoral is entitled "Statement 
of the Philippine Hierarchy" and it is unsigned. 
Well, the members of the hierarchy in the Philip­
pines even issued a pastoral outlawing the Lipa 
miracles regarding the sho\Yer o( petals. That pas­
toral, which was a true pastoral, was signed, if not 
by all, by many bishops, members of the Philippine 
hierarchy and that was also published in all the 
newspapers. 

The gentleman from Bulacan says that he has not 
assumed the representation of the author or authors 
of the pastoral. He may not have used exactly 
those words, but he has been defending the con­
tents of the pastoral. When I yielded the floor 
to the gentleman for questions, he. even defended 
the character of this document as a real pastoral. 
So I concluded that the gentleman was representing 
the author, and if he wants it in plural, the author::; 
of the "pastoral." It is possible that besides Father 
Cavanna, there were other priests, not bishops, 
who took part in the preparation of this docu­
men1r-it i's }Jossible that even a member of Congress 
who claims he has knowledge of theology had a 
hand in it. So, when I said what I said, which 
provoked the protest of the gentleman from Bulacan 
I meant those who are defending the contents of 
this document in this Chamber. 

Now, I requested the favor from the gentleman 
from Bulacan, because I did not want to make any 
mistake in giving my construction or my inter­
pretation of any passage of this so-called pastoral 
of telling me if .my interpretation is correct, be~ 
cause if it is, then, gentlemen, this particular pass­
age of the pastoral t hat says that those portions 
which do not conttadict the content and practices 
of the Catholic faith are evidently not affected by 
th~ law, that is, ~1·e not prohibited and, therefore, 
can be read, is itself a violation, an infringement 
of the Canon Law. We find in the Preface of 
the edition of Leo the XIII's Index, made upon 
ordex of Benedict the XV, the following: 

"Prohibitio se extendit ad totum librum, non tantum ad 
eam partem quae errorem continet," 

that is, prohibition extends to the entire book and 
not only to that part which contains the en·or. 
In other ~ords, when part of the book is prohibited 
and particularly in this case where, according u; 
the "p-astoral," the parts that are prohjbited are in~ 

• 

, . th e that are 
extricably and intimately linked With 05. of the 
not, the prohibition extends to the totah~ 

5 
here­

book and not only to that part which con tat; the so· 
sies and impieties. So this very passage: . ot have 
called pastoral shows that the bishops mus ;eY are 
participated in its preparation, because t which is 
not supposed to make in it any statemen 
contrary to the Canon Law. gentle-. ·n the Senator TANADA. Mr. President, WI 
man yield ? yi;ld, if )le 

The PRESIDENT. The gentleman maY 
so desires. 

Senator RECTO. ' .Yillingly , Mr. Senator. ou }lave 
Senator TANADA. So far, Mr. Senatohr, ~ng thll' 

1 · s s O' pas· expressed opinions and cone us1on d .,s ~ 
· dere " foP that pastoral cannot really be consi d libera. 1 

toral becc:use that is not a produ:t of a p~iJippill~~ 
of the bishops and archbishops m the . 

51
·c p0111 

. tnn for· 
Senator RECTO. That is from the lD ternal 

of view. From the point of view of e" 
malities, it is not signed. the facts· 

Senator TAN ADA. Now let us go to 
5 Th. . · tt · ·sll0P IS IS a very Important rna e1. }1e }Jl I' 

h ther t otlle Do you know, Mr. Senator, w e . anY 
11

o'" 
and archbishops met in Manila ~r ~n teJl'lellt 
place to deliberate and consider thiS s a 

0
w 

~oistecl on us as a pastoral ? viedge ~s c!lflY 
Senator RECTO. As far as mY 1W0 ' . 0 r tl1 

cerned, they have not met either }1ele 
65

j))1 

other place. ,. . h can e lllce 
Senator TANADA. It is a fact w hJC .

11 
anY ~0Jl)' 

be ch~cked, because if they have met :tatiOJl silo'" 
here -m the Phflippines the transpo ted to 9J1° 
panies, the airlines can ~asily be reque~r Jines tJ1i9 
wh th th d the1 oJI e er ose bishops have use ·berate 
the ships in coming to a place to dell ptes9 

so~callect pastoral. · h tne 
Senator REcTo. Correct. And t hroug coJl: 

also. ]<flo~' 0 oJ 

. Se~ator TA.NADA. Does Your Honor resefl!~oJ'9~ 
sidermg the time this bill has been phe pa . fO 
filed in the Senate and the date of ~ piii.~~J'eJll 
wheth th f .. t)'n·s dil ~ 5e er ere is physical time 01 the tile 

5
, 

t~at statement to be circulated to 
0 

tl'lJil.t d P9 

~shops ·an over the Philippines. 5 50~c£1J}e . -e 
bishops could make their own thiS ]J~ · 
toral? tes!!t 

. e ttfl ·t~' 
Senator REcTo. Absolutely no tiJl'l ~rse· - ell 1 

c: 

Joshua, they detained the sun in its ~011or b~sl1°p~ 
Senator TANADA. Now has Your wree ~ll]? 

formed t~at a bishop, two bishops,. or pa.stoJ 
have demed that claim that that 15 a. 
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tioned so convincingly by the gentleman from Ba­
tangas. Now, I would like therefore to make it of 
recot·.d that I as a Catholic, as a humble member 
of the Senate, I would not call it a challenge, but 
would invite openly the Catholic hierarchy either to 
confirm or to deny the category of this statement­
whether it is a mere statement, or in the category 
of the pastoral letter. 

Now, I will come to another point, · gentleman 
from Batangas. I am very much interested in find­
ing a solution to this problem, because I am quite 
convinced that it is possible-! would not say it 
is ,Probable-that dissensions might occut· if we 
approve this bill in its present form. -

Senator RECTO. The dissension has already arisen. 
Senator LIM. That is my humble opinion only, 

that it might be possible that perhaps the Catholic 
church might feel discriminated against. I have 
been convinced ·by the brilliant analysis of the gen­
tleman from Batangas regarding the contents of 
these two novels when he says particularly that 
Rizal never attacked the Catholic Church as a reli­
gion or as a whole, but attacked the Philippine 
clergy as it was practiced during his time. I agree 
also with the gentleman from Batangas that Rizal 

- never attacked the Filipino clergy .. . 
Senator RECTO. Not only that; Father Florentino 

appears to be a towering figure, the real protago­
nist, in the El Filibusterismo. 

Senator LIM. • • . as a personification of the Fi­
lipino priests at that time. But I am . afraid, gen­
tleman from Batangas, and my question is whether 
you would agr~e with me or not, that there are 
few Filipinos with analytical mind such as yours, 
because I must confess that, as a member of the 
Senate and member of the Philippine bar, this is 
the first time that I am convinced that your claims 
are correct, that Rizal never attacked the Catho­
lic religion as a whole, and not even the Catholic 
Church in the Philippines, but only as it was admin­
istered at the time. 

Senator RECTO. Correct. 
Senator LIM. Does not the gentleman believe 

that we should find ways and means, when the 
implementation of the law comes, some- kind of 
a resume of your analysis so that the students 
may know that Rizal did not attack the Catholic 
Church and, perhaps, incorporate those letters and 
conversations written by Dr. Rizal, and letters to 
his friends and their answers to him, as well as 
conversations and interviews cited by Your Honor 
does not the gentleman believe that that would b; 
an injustice to the Catholic chu1·ch, when we ap­
prove th.iet bill. or pet·haps, only to satisfy them of 

s that you 
your sincerity, gentleman from Batang~ ' e of at-
are not presenting this bill for the purpos 
tacking the Catholic church? f ·om that. 

Senator RECTO. Of course not ; far 1 . your 
. I believe In . Senator LIM. I agree with you. . d that you 

sincerity. But before I procee?, you 5~ but onlY 
are not aiming at the Catholic churc .' · in the 
in inculcating patriotism and nationalism 
minds of our youth? d all that. 

Senator RECTO. Civic conciousness, a~e}ieve tbat 
Senator LIM. Does not the gen~leman b .11 a stat~ 

we can find means of inserting m the I 1 adiY!it c ress- }e ment that it is the sense of the ong t ble to t 1 

that this proposition may not be accep ~ insert .9 

Senate-but just the same, ca~ we no nse of thl~ 
section in the bill stating that it lS th~ s~ovels ~a 
Congress that Dr. Jose Rizal, in hiS a relig10.~' 
never attacked the Catholic church as have sal 
and that he retracted whatever he mahY tegchi111~ h. h t to t e f tJ w Ic may be found deroga ory paci Y 
and dogmas of the church, just to Jtl 
Catholic elements? acifY the at 

Senator RECTO. Your Honor cannot pels read d· 
that way. They don't want these novtl'lD-t a~e~oJl 
all. That is the truth. If you p:·oposethe st1SP1c~ r 
ment to the bill, that will give n se. to church, all 
that he really attacked the Catholic . Ill 
deny it, because it is not true. . hYPotP~1.~,v 

Sena.tor LIM. What I mean is, ~? .:gs Jl'laY tl:0JiC 
sense, m case his utterance or wnti d the ca . 
the conclusion that he really attacke fill, 
church. in, tb~ de' 

Senator RECTO. Not in the Noli , nor e iP }lJ~eflt1 
but in subsequent writings, for instanc said P Jlot 
bat: wit~ Father Pastells, where h~ rePeat, 
agalllst the Catholic church but, gilt' 
in the Noli and Fili. ' fol' t11°tl 

Senator LIM. I gave that as a food 
Thank You, gentleman from BatangaS· 

0
o 

~ov~1 
MANIFESTACIONES DEL SENADOR 

~~)ll' 
Senator RODRIGO. Mr. President. frortl g 
The ACTING PRESIDENT. Gentlernan goifl'll 

can. 
0

ot 
0

tJ• 
S I aJtl el'$ ·llo enator RODRIGO. Mr. President, of P ·e ~\ le 

to interpellate. I rise on a matter t"'at ~ d tl ,. 
. . '1 h re J • ·rtle /JI" pnv1 ege. It has been insinuated e en tel rf!'Y\le 

Invoke this document, which has. be or veiliPP\fl' 
Pastoral, did so without Imowlng the J?l'l .rtlr~ tl' 
~hether this letter is a document bY jotlS ~j$ 11 

h~erarchy. Now, that is to roe a ser · of 
bon a · mbei t gamst my ·standing as a me tna · 
gust body, so I would like to clarifY 
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f 1 v:ould like t o state, Mr. P resident, that a copy 
0 this pastoral was given to me· that this docu-
ment ' Was given to me, the gentleman f rom Quezon 
~~ ~rying to correct me, so let me say "document," 

. lt has the stamp of t he Catholic Welfar e Or­
i~%z~tion of . t he Philippines, signed by F ernando 
M Pln. I know, Mr . President, that Fernando 

empin is Monsignor Fernando Mempin who is the 
secl·etar . ' . ti Y-gener al of the Catholic Welfare Orgamza-
cZ~o~~ the Philippines, and I also know ~~at _the 
is th Ic ~elfare Organization of the Ph1hpp~es 
hop e official organization in Manila of all the bls­
\Vass ~ll over the Philippines. And so, when this 
the ~IVen to me signed by the secretary-general of 
this . atholic Welfar e Organization, I tal(e it that 
docU::, an authentic document, and this r eally is the 
actin en_t, ?fficial document of the hierarchy, either 
senta~· distinctly or through duly authorized r epre­
lishect l~es. Now, this st at ement was likewise pup­
not 

0 
:n the papers of all the Metropolitan da ilies 

~o'" ~ as news item but as fully paid editorial. 
llly dut r. President, being a Catholic citizen I know 
duties Y as a citizen and I also know my duty or 
lf a d as a Catholic. My duty a s a Catholic is this: 
lll~nt ~~U~ent li:{~ t~is, purpor.tedly. lik~ t his docu­
\Vtth th he Ph1hppme hierarchy, IS g1ven t o me 
fate Ore st~m~ and signature of the Catholic W_el­
starnp lanizat10n and I was told that same copies 
~f thee S and signed were given to all the members 
hke th· enate, now, as I repeat, if I received copy 
editor/~ ~nd if I see this is published as f ull-page 
the tn a 111 the papers and no denial is made by 
doubt e:bers of the hier.archy, and if I_ still _ ha~: 
docurn to the authenticity and veracity of t.hi::. 
all.d p~nt, ~Y duty as a Catholic, before doubting 
;l'chbis~~atming it as spurious, is to go to t he 
01lally lV P of Manila and ask him and I know per­

Of this ' l? Ir. President not that I doubt the veracity 
~l'chbish astoral, but i know because I talked with 
110Unce hop Rufino Santos and I would like t o an­
~\>ho said ere that it was Archbishop Rufino Santos 

8 
n~ ~ant that that iS' tme. It was Archbishop Ru­
~fl:eted ~s, a ?atriotic Filipino, a Filipino who had 
l'tJ. 0nths d~tn?nsonment in Fort Sant iago for ten 
c e that tl : mg the J apanese Occupation who t old 

8 
°llscien lls statement is official and is binding in 
a:r. ce to the Catholics. That is all I want to 
Se11 l'tl.a atol· T 
ll :Yield? A~ ADA. Mr. President, will the gentle-

. l'he i\ ·, 
l:f he so CTr~a PRESIDENT. The gentleman may yield, 

Sellat Wlshes. 
or noo&rGO. Willingly. 

Senator TANADA. While Your Honor was making 
his r emarks, he used the word "P astoral" and be­
cause I could not control myself I said "Pastoral" 
and the gentleman corrected himself by saying 
"document", adding that he was doing so because 
the gentleman from Quezon questioned him with 
r espect to the use of. the word "P astor al". Is that 
not t rue ? 

Senator RoDRIGO. Yes, I hear d the gentleman 
f rom Quezon himself, who is sitting r ight beside 
me. 

Senator TANADA. And because of that remark 
when Your Honor used the word "P astoral" , re­
fer ring to that document, Your Honor changed his 
sta tement and used "document". 

Senator RODRIGO. Yes, Yom· Honor . 
Senator 'IANADA. Did Your Honor cor re.ct him­

self because of my obser vation or because of the 
fact that he believes that that is not a Pastor al ? 

Senator RODRIGO. In all frankness and humility, 
I admit that I might have been wrong in I'eferring 
to this document as a P astoral, but the fact that 
I know this as a Pastoral which might not have 
been a Pastoral j ust shows I am not a spokesman 
of the hierarchy. But I would like to state, Mr . 
President, that even if this is not technically a 
Pastoral I know for sure because as a Catholic I 
asked ecclesiastical author ities, if this can be con­
·sidered a pastoral in the broad meaning of that 
wor d. It is an official interpretation by the Catho- . 
lie hierarchy ;of the Canon Law in relation to 
these two books and therefore, this document, no 
matter what its technical meaning will be, is bind­
ing in conscience to the Catholics. 

Senator TANADA. I am very much interested to 
learn that Your Honor was not the only one who 
consulted the Philippine hierarchy on this matter 
because I am also a Catholic .and I would like to 
obey Pastorals. My question is, consider ing the 
fact that Your Honor has been studying this ques­
t ion very thoroughly, does Your Honor r eally be­
lieve that that document is a pastoral ? 

Senator RODRIGO. I inquired about t hat matter 
when that was r aised in the Senate from the eccle­
siastical experts. Some of them say in a general 
sense that this can be called pastoral but in strict 
meaning this cannot be called pastoral. However, 
this document is official and authentic, it is an offi­
cial interpretation of the hierarchy of the meaning 
of the Canon Law 1399 in connection wit h these 
h r o books and whether or not it is pastoral in a· 
general sense or strict sense, this is binding in 
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1 ase tell us conscience to the faithful. And this is the mate- Senator TANADA. Will Your Honor Pet? wnat 

rial point at issue in this case, Mr. President. how the hierarchy arrived at a statemen h. y could 
h' arc Senator TANADA. This document is one of the is the procedure follo·wed before the Ier 

issues in this case, that is why I did not want to issue a statement like this? t spokes· 
consume the valuable time of this Body as to Senator R ODRIGO. As I said, I am no 1 . 1~e to an· 
stand up and object when we come to discuss this man for the hierarchy. ·But I would. I point bas 
pru:~toral. This is an issue, theye is no question. I nounce that since this matter and .th~s the Seitflte• 
am not at least questioning the authenticity of this been emphasized here, I as a membel 0 d a catho­
document which I got fro~ Y ?ur ~onor containing ~nd at the same time a Filipino citize~ a~f the bier· 
the statement of the Phihpprne hierarchy on the lie, I shall try to request the membeiS d ctnnent. 
novels of Dr. Jose Rizal, the Noli Me Tange're and archy to clarify the meaning of that 0 ona} IJlat· 
El Filibusterismo. This is authentic, but is it a _ Senator TANADA. That is purely a persBut '':ha~ 
pastoral? That is the issue. ter of what Your Honor wants to do. t ·s arrlvet 

. h' tat emen 1 .,en Senator RODRIGO. My claim, Mr. President, and we want to. know IS how t 1~ s 
1 

·s is a statel':er· 
I said it already and I will repeat it to put in a at by the hierarchy. You said t 11 ·e t}le hl 
light vein what Shakespeare said: by the hierarchy. Now, who compos ~aY 

"What is in a name? th,at which we call a rose archy? · sked in a n}Y 
Senator RoDRIGO. The question 1S a 

111 
the ~ • 

By any other name woul<;i smell as sweet;" which would give the meaning that I a f the bJer 
· th' I th h t ted · · · ember 0 11 llll' My statement Is Is: am e one w o s ar one Is a pos1t10n to talk to any m in a the 

calling this Pastoral in my privilege speech. ar~~Y and inquire. I b~lieve that, to JcJlOW ere 
Maybe I was wrong and when this matter was huhty, as good Catholics, 1f we want to go ~ dl.l 
brought up before this august body I started in- real meaning, I should not be the one tor 'fe.!19 o! 
quiring whether I was wrong in calling it Pastoral. a~d ask the hierarchy. I think Se~~·chbishOP or 
Some ecclesiastics told me that in the broad hrm~elf, as a Catholic, can go to th.e or :geYe\eJl, 
meaning I could have been right in calling it such, Mamla, Monsignor Santos, Monsign tt·tude ~tate 
but in the strict meaning maybe I was wrong. But Monsignor Antiporda. Why is that a ; and 

0
ps 

the thing is not in the name. Whether that is as if under the separation of Churc the bisl~iS 
pastoral or not, the substance and essence is the a Catholic Senator cannot even go to eguil'e 
most important thing. The substance and essence and inquire, and they must have to r tl'l9t 
of that document 'is that it is an official statement subterfuge? . J{onol'• 

1 
~ 

by the hierarchy proclaiming their interpretation Senator TANADA. I am sorry, You~ ·aeaS· t to 
of Canon Law 1399 in connection with these two you are misinterpreting my words an 1 o'W ~!l~e iS 
books and that substance of the Pastoral is the not adopting the attitude which you bnecl:\use firlcl 
thing that is material to this issue. If we will convey here that a Catholic Senator, p alld 

0 
oO 

start arguing now on terminology, I think we will a Senator, cannot go to the archbi5~ng Ys0e11p.t~ be wasting our time on things which are not out what is this. I am. cross-e:xaJ11:1 tl'le ·cl'lY ' 
vitally material to the issue. your t t 1 re lil ·er!V te-s a ement and assertion 1e }11 ta 

that this is an official statement of t~e tbflt ~~,~de 
Now, which is that hierarchy that ma e tbat e ~1 
ment? Who compose that hierarchY ·ntS oJ'lJOlo'~ 
that statement? Let us go to the po1ugl11 fl.lct~· 
one. I thank you for your advice, althOto tl'le f t}le 
my duties as a Catholic. But let us go p1errt 0 tJ19°e 
~ ou say that this is an official sta~~1y tl1£lt tO 

Senator TANADA. No, because when you call some­
thing as Pastoral you are to be understood as refer­
rin~ to a Pastoral, otherwise you can say: "No, I 
do not mean it is pastoral, it is only semi-pastoral." 
Let us go to another point. What do you call this 
document? According to Your Honor it is not in 
a strict sense pastoral. What 1s it in a broad sense? 

Senator RODRIGO. In a broad sense, Mr. Speaker, 
as I said, that can be called a Pastoral. In the 
strict sense, I was told it is not strictly a pastoral. 
But the real meaning of that is an official state­
ment of the Philippine hierarchy. And the ordinary 
meaning of an official statement-! as a Catholic 
consulted our ecclesiastical authorities on that state­
ment made by the hierarchy officially like that doc­
ument-is binding in conscience on Catholics. 

hH:rarchy. Who compose that hier alC tlpt cf 

th1s statement? ot 1,"V • 1'' 
· Id n 1JJ. tll' 

Senator .RODRIGO. As I said I w~u . J3Ut ~<i ·p 
speak officially here for the hieraxchY ]edge• ot 'II 
personal capacity and out of mY }{noW ,vitP~ ~Jol' 
out in any way malting this official of f£Jct, ];flo~ e 
~ny way claiming that this is the actua 1'1 rtJY rf ~, 
JUst give to the gentleman from QueZ? 

8
1·cl1i · gtii 

~?g: of t~e organization of the he1~11d tlte 
lei archy 1~ composed of the bishoPs 
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b' 
e,

1,shops spread out all over the Philippines. How­
•er n th 'p~~~ th~ Nacionalista Party spread out all over. 

di: t Ihppmes, it has an executive committee or 
in ec orate which can meet in Manila without call­
cJZ·all .the members. Now, this is called the Ec­
Orgias~Ical Committeee of the Catholic Welfare 

amzati · . · tion t on, and that Catholic Welfare Orgamza-
Ol'g~ni~ m.y mind, I might be mistaken, is the official 
that . t ~bon of all the bishops. Now, I would say 
thori 

1 ~s Possible that this official organization, au­
lne"'bze by the Philippine hierarchy to act for the 

•l.l ers f and .. 0 the hierarchy prepared that statement 
Issued th t ' · · 'bl that bef . . a statement. And It ;s also possi e 

teiegran:'le Issuing that statement they consulted by 
othe

1
, • by telephone, or by whatever means, the 

sonal ~~~hers of the hierarchy. That is my per­
the Se P I1lon. And I repeat if the gentlemen of 

nate . ' · hi OfllciaJ d Wants an official statement regardmg t s 
!tight th ?cument, then I shall be the intermediary. 
ltu11110 SIs afternoon, I shall go and see Archbishop 
the ofli .antos and tell him this doubt created about 
~sk hi~I:l standing of this document, and I shall 
lng thi 0 Please make an official statement regard-

Se.., s document. 
k ·•ator T -no,.. ANADA. In other words as far as you 

··~u , . an ofli . cannot state here that this document IS 
bishop Cial statement of all the bishops and arch-
Sena~o~~ the Philippines. 

llel'sonau lWDRIGo. As far as I know, .r confess, 
~hether ~hr. am convinced that this is official. . Now, 
b l'ough Is was issued directly by all or ~ssued 
~ a stn a duly authorized smaller body, or Issued 

llleltlbe aller body after consultation with the other 
~-Cath~~ of the hierarchy, I am not sure. But a~ 

Oor Of c, aft er this point was brought out on the 
hlld inqu;he Senate, I went to Archbishop Santos 
lie told ted about this point that was raised, and 
ll e. said lne that_ there can be no doubt about that. 
ta. h~liPpi tha~ this is the official statement of the 
b tlon 0~e hierarchy; that is their official interpre-
0~0ks, andCanon. 1399 in connection with these two 

lcs. that Is binding in conscience on all Cath-
Sen 

l'o ator T 
a ll took A~ ADA. You know, Your Honor, when th a Past the floor and referred to this document 
t
0 
e disti;l'a!, I accepted it as a pastoral. But when 

(It atl.aJy gulshed gentleman from Batangas started 
(libte fa ~e the contents of this document and to 
&t ly he c s showing that this document cannot pos-
0l,00d, l a Pastoral as this word is ordinarily under­
~e llot. s:arted to doubt whether this is a pastoral 
t~-Qator It accepted that this was a pastoral before 
~e~ .docurn ecto started to analyze the contents of 

ll}&' th. ent. I even asked Senator Rosales con-
18 Pasto1"al the minute I started to enter-

tain doubts regarding the same and, with your an­
swers now, I am ~ore in doubt than before. And 
like you, gentleman from Bulacan, like you, I am 
going to the archbishop and I am going to ask him 
all the questions that I asked Senator Recto. I 
will ask him if there was a meeting, when and 
where that meeting was; what has been discussed in 
that meeting; how this document was prepared; 
who gave approval to it; and as it has been referred 
to as a pastoral, whether this is really a pasto1·nl 
or not. Your Honor, this is a very important mat­
tel'. As I said, if I take the floor of the Senate, 
and I say something to be a fact, I am willing to 
stand by it. I am not going to say that this is a 
pastoral when it is not. 

Senator RoDRIGO. I am different. If-I say some­
thing as :a fact and later on find out that I was 
mistaken, I will humbly admit that mistake. 

Senator TANADA. When . I state something as a 
fact, I do so knowing that it is a fact. And in 
my long stay here in the Senate, since 1948, no 
one has succeeded in showing that I have made a 
misstatement or misrepresentation of facts. . 

Senator RODRIGO. Well, I am not infallible as 
the gentleman from Quezon. I admit that there 
are times when I do commit mistakes, and I pray 
God that I be given enough humility, when I com­
mit a mistake aJ).d find out later on that I commit­
ted a mistake, to admit the mistake with humble 
grace and correct my mistakes. 

Senator TANADA. I am not claiming infallibility. 
What I am claiming is that when I take the floor, 
I weigh my words and investigate and study, and 
I would not hesitate at all to say, perhaps, that 
this is a semi-pastoral ·when it is not really a pas­
toral. 

Senator RoDRIGO. When I say that this is a pas­
toral that is an honest belief. As I said, when 
the gentlemen from Batangas and Quezon started 
questioning the proper use of the term like the 
gentleman from Quezon, I started to entertain 
some doubt. And so I inquired and I think that 
is what we should do, inquire from the eccle­
siastical authorities. They told me that in a gen­
eral sense, I can be right. But in a strict sense, 
it is not strictly a pasto1·al. But in substance, it 
is official, and it is binding. So that in substance 
and it is the substance that is important here and 
not the name, the issue has not changed, Mr. Pres­
ident. Thank you very much. 

Senator RECTO. May I resume, Mr. President. 
I will be through in a few minutes. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT. The gentleman from Ba­
tangas may proceed. 
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_ Senator RECTO. (Continuing) One of the rea­
sons, Mr. President, why I don't believe that their 
excellencies, the members of the hierarchy, could 
have issued this document, and much less intended 
it as a pastoral, is because of this other important 
consideration. This document makes the works of 
Rizal or passages the1·eof fall under the Canon 
Law, more precisely under Canon 1399, paragraph 
6 because of the attacks on the religious orders, 
and on Father Damaso, Father Salvi, Father 
Sibyla and other friars who were among the 
characters of these two novels. This so-called 
"pastoral" says that these books are prohibited be­
cause of their avowed aim of defaming the cler­
ical or religious states, meaning the attacks on 
members of the religious orders in the Philippines, 
or friars, or on the orde1·s themselves. 

Mr. President, this is -a wrong interpretation of 
the Canon Law. The following is a passage from 
a Commentary to the Canon Law, used in Catholic 
seminaries : 

The term insult is liable to a more or less subjective in­
terpretation. Essentially it means an undeserved affront 
or indignity offered to one's self-respect. The insult, to 
bring a book within the prohibited class, must strike at 
the hierarchy as such, not at single persons. The same is 
true of the clerical or r eligious state. Therefore an insult 
hurled against a cltwgyman, or several cle?'Uuman, or again:Jb 
a religious, or erne house or cong1·egation or religious, or 
even a whole order could not be called an affront against 
the religious state. 

(A Commentary on Canon Law, Vol. VI, Canon 1399, p. 
473) 

From this we may infer that . the attacks con­
tained in the Noli and Fili against individual friars 
and even against certain religious orders in the 
Philippines in Rizal's time, do not fall under the 
provision of Canon 1399, which prohibits books the 
set purpose of which is to insult the ecclesiastical 
hierarchy or the clerical or religious state. 

Now, Mr. President, yesterday I was reminded 
by a distinguished member of this body of a speech 
I delivered before an Ateneo gathering th1·ee years 
ago, if I am not mistaken, where I made the state­
ment that in my belief the document of retraction of 
Rizal, which is attributed to Rizal, is incontestably 
genuine. That reminder was made presumably be­
cause of late I have qualified said admission because 
of new facts in ~onnection with said r etraction that 
recently have come to my knowledge. One of them 
is that Rizal was denied a Christian burial. I only 
discovered this a few days ago. I had the idea that 
because he was buried in the Cemetery of Paco he 
was ipso facto given Christian burial, but the fact is, 

I iastical au· as I learned it the other day, the ecc ~s buried 
thorities did not permit that his rem am~ :es of the 
within the inner wall, or in one of ~he n~eewas bU· 
Paco Cemetery intended for Cathoh~s. , lk where 
ried outside the inner wall, on the stde ''.a

1 
' Whell 

· n buna · 1. the infidels and suicides were gtve . d a catho JC 
I was told this I asked myself : If h~, dtethen was he 
because of his alleged retractiOn, v. ny h buried .as 
denied a Christian burial? Why,~as te the ciaJIIl 
an infidel or as a suicide, if, accord~ng. 0 the bosoiil 
of the ecclesiastical authorities, ~~ dt~d 1~hiS findi.nf 
of our religion, the Catholic rehgwn · former bel1e 
gathered a cloud of doubts over mY . traction· 
in the authenticity of the suppos:d 1 ef the gentle-

But it was the indubitable inten~IO~ 0 me of tb:~ 
man who had the kindness of remm~~~~ 

11 
bewe

1 Ateneo speech to show a contradt~ 1~d recell~~ 
what I stated then and what I have /~~er pel! J1 
I wish to infonn him that my 0~ retta~t~~­
in the authenticity of the document ~·zal's stgilre 
was based on the great similarity off ~is that 9 

ture thereon and other signatures 0 . t 
admittedly genuine. . ortant Pt~f 

But that is not the point. The tiilPdocurPen iS . ~ ~ Is not whether the signature on se tile ere 
· t t' · · t becau e .. ., 1 e rae 10n IS authentic or no , . gnatur tlgll 
the other question that even if the 81

. ed tlll'~eJI, 
authentic, it could have been o~t:~ j\nd 

95
e­

fraud, duress, threat, or false pronns. the Pn:,.9ct 
h t . . . d t rrntne re.,. o w a IS more unportant 1s to e e . Itizal tene 

ology of the reh·action. What dt~ that A Jtljt• 
from in that document? I s·aid 111 

1
·e11tb' 0 .eod 

h 11ven t.e 1 speec , and this passage has been c? wheP ~' 
ted by the gentleman from Bulacan 

6
, 

Part of the speech the following~ dO to £file~· , ~ ~ 
' 'R' dijo de iJ. a ctO• Izal abjur6 de la masoneria y se des t

1
·fll'i0 ,,tf~ o. 

s • ~1 con J" . sf11 .egun ~:: , pudiera haber dicho que fuese . no se triot1 de 
lidad de hijo de la Iglesia. Pero eso sJ, el p!l ·ci09 'S' 

porque la ortodoxia religiosa no rifie con JoS "1 fotf111de 
de cuanto dijo Y escribio para escarnecer ble .coJlicJIJ.d 'I 
aquel regimen y la pusilanimidad y cuJpa.liJ. dl~ll~Jh to9 
mo de ~\ls propios paisanos, para defende: ul_traJ 1:1'~e.'' 
la patria contra los malandrines que 1 

11
tetJC0!

11
cJ.ie1l 

para . proclamar con los mas vi riles. ~ ~ jndeP . Tt~e 
el detecho de su pueblo a una vida }Jble ,,rJ'olJ. j~ 

. the jt J~ ..;e Imp~tedly, but clearly I meant use 1 ]tiJ , 
Ta• " ' , beca <! J J9 ngere and "El Filibusterismo idel'i"' -#9 ~-
these books that he set forth all thos:ougl1 ~ ave 
a_llud?d to. Allow me to 1·ender a eecll J 

t~on m English of that part of the sP ed' 
bon : ted e~ tlJ1 

trllc ·e st' " R' d re }lJ 
• • • • 1zal abjured from masonrY an rar1 to 

thtng that he could have said that was cont 
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as a son of the church but mind you he did not ret ract 
an~h· ' ' 

.T " mg that he said or subscribed to, to castigate the vices 
of t?at regime and the apathy and culpable acquiP.scence 

to! his own count r ymen to defend the dignity of the na­
tonag· ' · · dto amst the rascals that were oppressmg 1t, an 

Proclaim with the most courageous words the right of his 
People to a free and independent life." 

1 
lllade special r eference although in an in1plied 

~~Y, to t~e Noli and Fili . So, the important ~hing, 
· President, is the contents of this retraction. 

t Now, Mr. President there are many more things 
0 be ·d · ' B t I u d sal m connection with this matter. u tt ~rstand I have devoted more time-thanlts to 

n le ~ndulgence of the members of the Senate in con!. 
ecbon 'tl t th \VI 1 this matter. I said and I repea now v:: I Profess the Catholic faith. I may not be a 

C thuous man. Maybe I am a sinner unlike other a or I . 

the hierarchy came to issue that statement. I asked 
our Sergeant-at-arms to contact the office of the 
Archbishop so that I could make an appointmeut, 
but I have been informed that the Archbishop does 
not go to the office in the afternoon, and he is out 
at present. 

But, Mr. President, I don't think I will have to 
do that, because I have here a letter of Father 
Mempin, addressed to me, which 1·eads as follows: 

"My dear Mr. Senator: 

"This organization has the honor to furnish you a certified 
true copy of the statement of the Catholic hierarchy on 
the Noli and Fili, subject of Senate Bill 438, for your record 
and reference. 

"Respectfully, 

"FATHER MEMPIN" 
do Ics. I do not claim saintliness. As far as 
Go~~s are concerned, I am a Catholic and to ~e Now, in other words, according to this correspond­
count18 before country, because God gave me this ence that I r eceived, this is a statement, not a 
shoul~'Y. Certainly, I do not admit that ?h~rch · pastoral. Furthermore, Mr. President, I have been 
an in t come before country, because church IS JUSt informed by a per son whose veracity I cannot doubt 
fallib~ run:ent of God. Churches are composed of at all, that what really happened was that the more 
fel'l'ede be1ngs. According to this document re- than forty bi'3hops here in the Philippines did not 
colllln. t to _as a pastoral, the church can and does meet to consider and issue this statement; that this 
t\tc 

1 
nustakes as it did when it burned Joan of statement was issued by a committee that admin~ 

afte'r at the st ake, a mistake it aclmowledged isters the Catholic Welfare Organization and that, 
the st lapse of 500 years, not only by wip~ng out according to my information, this committee is 
had d ~IDna of witch and heretic with whiCh she authorized to make such statement as this. 
lt Wo~~~ but also by elevating he1· to sainthood. Now, Mr. President, whether there has been 
<!o:nunit ?e a blasphemy to say that God ~an an express or specific authorization to issue this 
llute to ~Istakes. Therefore, we should not ~~ statement which has been r eferred to as a pastoral 
because t od the mistakes committed by the ch~Ich . r do not know. But I have no doubt in my mind 
~lld as _he. church is run by fallible human bemgs, now that this so-called pastoral is but a statement 
~ elollg 

1~ Is said in this document, those _faults isued by that e~utive committee, or ecclesiastical 
hilipp~n Y to those men and to the church m the committee, to use the words of Senator Rodrigo, 
~ow nes at that time. with or without prior specific authority. The1·e is 

~llo,.., ~ lY.rr. President before closing this address, therefo1·e a big difference between the idea enter~ 
tn his d e . to Paraphr~se the last words of Rizal tained by us before that this document was a pas­
~elllory edieation of El Filibuste·rismo to the sacred toral, and our idea now of this document . Now it 
~th.er z of F ather Gomez, Father Burgos, and is clear that this document is but a statement, not 

lttzal, b arnora: "Let anyone who would attack a pastoral, issued by said ecclesiastical committee. 
llaliicul Y attacking the writings that he left to us, Thank you very much. 
'" 0uld d arly the N oli and the Fili, let anyone who 

l th 0 
that , stain his hands in his blood." 

allk You, Mr. P resident. 

IS ?vto\.NIFESTACIONES DEL SEN. TA&ADA 
ella to 

'l'he A r TA~ADA. Mr. President. 
t Sell t C'I'ING PRESIDENT. Gentleman from Quezon. 
t h~t 1 ~~r T Af~ADA. On the floor I made the promise 
hts doc Uld see the Archbishop to find out whether 

U:tnent is a. pastoral or not and find out how 

SUSPENSI6N DE LA SESI6N 

Senator PRIMICIAS. Mr. President, I move to sus~ 
pend the session of the Senate until this afternoon 
at 5 :00 o'clock. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT. If t here is no objection, 
the session is suspended until this afternoon at 
5 :00 o'clock. 

Eran las 1!:50 p.m . 




