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.A.sa 6l'ed :f 0 amend section seven of omm n . the 
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tj bel S ltETARIO : 

tlllado ~llador Lopez (S. No. 465, 3.cr C. R. F.)' 

i A.n -Act d · within public 
0l'eat Pl'Ohibiting assessment of Jan 5 

· 
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~~ Sign R.EsrnENT. The public is enjoined from sho·wks-

a.q s Of 1 f nY reznai t"~ e on. approval or disapprova o a 
~etJ. the fi , 

~lli t. ato1.· p 001. h distin· ~\! s,ted RIMICIAS. Mr. President, t e abas 
i l~ llato1• ~entlernan f1·om Batangas and Ta; riv~ 
~e hou ecto, would like to make use of th P 

l'. 1 ask that he be recognized. 

the floo'l' to make a speech on the merits of the 
Senate bill prqviding for the compulsory reading 
of the Noli Jv!e Tangere and the El Filib u.stm·iS?no 
in all our schools, colleges and universities, neither 
to refute the claims contained in the manifesto or 
pastoral of the Catholic Hierarchy in the Philip­
pines, nor to answer the pr opositions advanced by 
my distinguished colleague, the gent leman from 
Bulacan, Mr. Rodrigo, in the speech ''"hich he deli­
vered the other day before us. I am afraid I may 
disappoint those who have come here this morning 
in 'the expectation that I would do either thing. 
The time for it has not come . 

I have taken t he floor, Mr. President, ftrst to 
offer to read to the Senate certain ·important his­
torical documents r elative to Rizal, his writings 
and his trial and execution. No particular effor t 
will be exe1-ted by me to convince my distinguished 
colleagues in this body of the validity of the propo­
sitions that I snail presently announce. The docu­
ments speak for themselves. 

' After listening to the reading of these documents 
my colleagues in the Senate will find, I hope, as a 
fact that while the Philippine Catholic Hierarchy 
of this day, composed exclusively of Filipino Bishops, 
Filipino priests, have condemned the books of Rizal 
as heretical and impious, the Catholic Hierarchy in 
the days of Rizal, composed of friars who abhorred 
Rizal, did not come out with any pastoral or mani­
festo with any such condemnation regarding the 
same books. The only pronouncement to that effect 
when copies of the Noli Me Tangere began t o cir­
culate clandestinely here was made by Spanish friars 
who were entrusted with the examination of the 
book. Even Dominican Archbishop Pedro Payo, the 
head of the hierarchy in tho.se days, aftet· being 
appri.sed of the ~pinio~ rende1·ed at his beh~st by 
said friars, remamed 'Silent and contented hunself 
with referring the matter to Capitar~rGeneral Emilio 
Ten ·ero for the latter to act as he pleased. And 
,~vhile the present Philippine hierarchy composed 
of Filipino bishops have condemned both the Noli 
Me Tange·re and the El Fuibustem mo as het·etical 
and impious, the friars of those days limited their 
condemnation to the Noli Me Tangere. They did 
not make any pronouncement on the El Filibuste-
1.ismo after this book was published. It was na­
tural for the f1-iars to retaliate when they could 
against Rizal. ThE>y were made the targets of 

I 

• , , 
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' Rizal's attacks in his porh·ayal of them as char-
acters in his two novels. Yet the Filipino bishops 
composing the Catholic hierarchy of our time-

. these Filipino priests ·who have be,en exalted by 
Rizal in El Fi libuste1·is rrw in the noble character 
of Father Florentino-ar~ now the ones holding 
out in condemnation of the books of Rizal without 
stopping to think that if Rizal had not written the 
Noli Me Tange1·e and El Fi libuste·rismo there would 
be no Filipino bishops of today but only coadjuto1·es, 
or assistant parish priests as in the days of Rizal. 

My colleagues in this chamber will also find that 
the charges formulated now against the books of 
Rizal and agajnst Rizal himself, of heresy and 
impiety, are similar to, in fact they are the same, 
charges formulated ·by the friars of those days and 
by the public prosecutor, or Fiscal de su Majestad, 
at the trial of Rizal, except that, while those friars 
who condemned the books of Rizal called him a 
traitor to Spain, the Filipino bishops composing the 
present Catholic hierarchy proclaim him, while 
condemning ' his books, as the foremost Filipino 
patriot and hero. So to the friars Rizal was a 
heretical traitor, and .to our Filipino bishops he is 
a heretical patriot, that is a heretic _in both cases. 
But, Mr. President, we cannot separate Rizal from 
his books, we cannot detach him from his writings. 
What would be Christianity without the Scriptures? 
What would be J esus without the Gospels? Could 
've understand Philippine history, the struggle for 
freedom we carri~d on for centuries, without 
knowing Rizal's books? What would be Mohamme- · 
danism without the Koran, Mr. Senator from· Lanao? 
Well, if there can be no Christianity without the 
Scriptm·es, if there can be no Christ without the 
Gospels, we can have no Filipinism, no true Fili­
pinism, no Filipino nation, without these gospels of 
Filipino patriotism, without the Noli Me T ange.re 
and El Filibusterismo. · 

Mr. President, I was saying that my purpose in 
taking the floor was not to speak on the merit 
of Sen~te Bill No. 438. There will be t ime and op~ 
portumty for that. After Senator Rosales and 
Senator Cuenco, and perhaps again Senator Rodrig 
shall have given us their respective points of vie 0 ' 

I ~hall ask again your leave to speak. I know ~t 
wlll not be a hard task to refute the claims advan d 
by friar Father Cavanna in this alleged pastora~~ 
it is an open secret that he is the author of the 
draft-not because I presume to know as mu h 
theology as the bishops' spokesman, but because c t 
is easy to demonstrate that the document is . 1 

unfair-not to say distorted-presentation of t~1~ 
contents of the Noli Me Tangere and El Filibus-

· . . he rovi-
terismo, and an erroneous appllcat~on of t. P over 
sions of the Canon Law. I have been gom~arges 
it many times and I have found that the c false 
of heresy and impiety therein formulated are 
and unjust. d I shall 

Now Mr President as I have announce ' tant ' · • . ·mpor 
now proceed to read to you certam 1 d wake 
documents, historical national documents, ~~ g your 
some brief, scanty i·emarks about them, ca 1~we, to 
attention to circumstances of persons and docu­
sho\v their relevance. And because all thes:ave to 
ments appear written in Spanish, I shall panying 
avail myself of this language in my accom 
remarks. · . eiioreS 

(P·rosiguiendo. ) Sefior Presidente, I~s :S pre­
Senadores,_ y quizas muchos co_mpat~l~ue a ~e­
sentes aqm esta manana, recordaran qu . ynpJareS 
diados del afio 1887 cuando los primeros e~e aJllente, 
d 1. N z· . · lan.d estm s~t~'• e o t Circularon en Filipmas, c . 

0
nfe 

d d ·t· r n1 c stl es e luego, porque nadie podia adm1 1 -., efl . 
• 1. ten1c.o bill Sin pe Igro de encar celamiento que .

0 
bll 

. ' p er ', ro poder un eJemplar de Ia gran novela. n\JJ11ed 
t ayor . e en re nosotros - los hay aun y en rn .v~edl0 

1 · - ' ' . or J'"'" • eJ · qmzas-hombres de espiritu serv1I, Y ~ parll1 
0 

uno de ellos un ej emplar del Noli f ue :dro l'~Y!'~ 
manos del arzobispo dominico FraY p del ]lb ll 

· · tura s e qme~, mmediatamente-pues la lee espafiole. jO' 

causo no poco revuelo en los circulos s rel~g f' 
M ·1 . · , ·dene .... 1"e am a, particularmente entre las 01 }a Ow 11l 
sas 1 - t · de · o 1 

- o paso a Fr Echevarria Rec 01 tro .• 1·ll 
sid d d · ' 1 cJat15 ·tw a. _ e Santo Tomas, para que e .. ad eJl'l1 rf 
comite del claustro de dicha Universl~ ·e1·o~ ~ ·1111 

d. t hJCI el un IC amen sobre ellibro De ello se · que ti115 t . . . ·tarlo ... A"ll-
1 es miemb1:os del Claustro Universi F'raY. ~r~ 

1
,ist0 

to?os Padres dominicos : Profesores :ay :sva 
;ome;Z, Fray N orberto del Prado Y F'I sifl0 

ernandez Arias. . taJl'leJl e5oe 
No vo t 1· d1c ~~ d 0, Y a ranscribir por entero e tall~~"' 1 

so lament 1 . ·.,..,pol' qtle. 0s 
1 e a parte que cons1dero 1~·, de ·plfl 

1 e ~unto pe vista de mi proposiciO~ s pll sol 
cargos ~ blSP0 . fl.o _.o( orrnulados ahora por los 0 ter~s1 r., 
contra 1 N . F ·z·bUS dOS de . e olt Me 'Tange1·e y El Itt ul~ ·O cas1 exact forJ!l . ..,.,eJ Iii' 
lo . as reproducciones de los 1 prlwfit·ib1 e· 
~ fra~Ies en aquella epoca contra e gt t9~'0 

ets ~s hbro'S, PUes debo advertir que J1l9$ 
e?'"I.Smo · - fi os 

D. , VIo la luz cuatro o cinco a Ice as1 : 
,, .:. ~v~ 

" ol1f;.s . 1JYLf1 I 
, DICTAMEN DE LA u. DE STO T o~1P ciV C 
'REA.L y p TO 'f eSt~ etl tf' 

NILA.- Rect ~l'i"TIFICIA UNIVERSIDAD DE ~~~n cofl~el1t;el 118 •If 
"' atento oficioottdo.-Excmo. e limo Sr.- del col·Jl (/l:lj I•) 

cuat v. E c e V. E. Ilma., de fecha 18 s- ~teo rJ oj, 
Universita ·. Ihna. se dign6 encomendar el }1b~ eP <..'· 
twnger

6 
no la revision e informe sobre ~ t JJ 

. ' noveia ta 1 . or J· 5ttt 
llnprenta de B . ga a, pubheada P anile 

erhn, ~ngo el honor de J'l'l 
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~bnl a. que, examinada dicha obra por una Comisi6n de este 
austro n b viduo om rada al efecto por el que suscribe, sus indi-

Y ea~ :,r unanimidad la han encontrado heretica, i·mpia 
'Ver8111~ d losa en el o1·den religioso, y anti-patri6tica, sz~b­
ct au P el 01Ylen publico, injwriosa al Gobiemo de Espana Y 

"T droceder en estas I slas, en el o'rden polit ico. 
0 a Ia nan ·- · t Y en s ac10n, absolutamente toda, en su conJun o 

lo Prinu~ detalles, en lo primario como en lo secundario, en 
ficante Clpal como en los pormenores, al parecer mas insigni­
Ordene:· v~ ~ont1·a el dogm,a, con tra la igles ia, contn·q, las 
~ociq.l"s reltgtosas Y contra las instituciones civiles, miltta?·es, 

' 11 Pol't · en est t teas, que el Gobierno de Espana ha implantado 
d. as Islas y d el Jctam ·- por eso el que susc1·ibe, apoya o en 
infor"' en de Ia Comisi6n examinadora tiene el honor de 

... ar a V . ' J. nizai . · E .- lima. que la narraci6n Noli Me Tange'l'e de 
1>il1Q

8 
' unpresa en Ber lin si llegwra a circular por Fili­

atnorti ca.us_a?'ia g1·avisimos 'da?ios a la f e y a la ·moral, 
E:s &'Uar,a o t' . d' a . Pana ex m g uiria el amor de estos m 1genas 
habitan~ y perturbando el coraz6n y las pasiones de los 
Para Ia s de este pais, podria ocasionar dias muy tristes 
:rattila, ;~adre Pa tr ia.-Dios gue. a V. E. Ilma. ms. as.­
~etonro de Agosto de 1887 -Excmo. E Ilmo. Sr.-fR· 

anUa." ECHEVARRIA.-Excmo. 'e I lmo. Sr. Arzobispo de 

h-. La dife1'e · · · · h b' ·••el'ec·a ncia, como-seve entre el JUlClO que a Ia 
1'~nge~·e~ de aquellos frail~s de antes el Nol~ Me 
11htlin 'Y el que lo acaba de merecer de los obispos 
lU os de h , · d 1 aso · n cu oy, se reduce al aspecto pohtlco e. c · 
80n -exanto al orden r eligioso los juicios formulados 
e itnh~ctatnente los mismos :' que la obra es heretica 
le t t•la 'Y . . su c Uta ' va contra el dogma y la Iglesia, Y 

es d -li':I 
11 

anosa a la fe y a la moral. 
~ ~n~· . llo qu lspo Payo no actu6 sobr e el dictamen, 
(Ita la e lo Paso a l Capitan General Terrero, q~e 
a~Ue} l.' ~ll_Pretna autoridad civil en }\ilipinas .baJ_O 
sl6n p;gnnen. Este a su vez lo pas6 a la Conu­
lla "~'tn ' ' . · · - que tecia anente de Censura una 1nstltucwn 
eo10 . fortn . . ' 1 ·egimen ll1a1, a1 parte mtegrante de aque ·1 

Sell . 
lQ., ator T ntle 

"11 Yield? A:NADA. Mr. President, will the ge : 
~h . 

(lo e PnE · d 'f he 
desire SIDENT. The gentleman maY yiel ' 

1 

Sell s. • 
S atol' R 

~ell ellatot T E~To. Gladly. . . ished 
qh tletn ANADA. May I request the d1stmgu 

' 10th an f · h ·oceeds to tha_ e1· p . Iom Batangas, before e pi d' 
Uq ~ last Oint, if he will do us the favor of rea I~g 
to 1"el'sit Portion of the letter of the Rector · of tl~ 

the J\ 'Y of Sto. Tomas referring the NOLI bac 
~ellatot;hbishop, and with a little less spee~ . 

~o :hllatol· ~E~To. The one I have just r~d. art as 
~ . e e AN ADA. Yes, please. The la~ P . ic 
~10Us ffect of the NOLI after calling It helet ' 
~~ . 
''t>- ~en It 

61-rz Q. co~t ECTo. (leyendo despacio.) tra las 
e'te~ ,. ;:a el dogma contra la IglesilJ,, con · 'Zes 

e tgiosek.~ Y co~tra la s irtSflituciorl es C?IVt , 

milita1res, sociales y politicas, Q¥ el (}obierno de 
Espaiia ha i·mplantado en estas lslas.- Y por eso 
el que suscribe, apoyado en el dictamen de la Comi­
si6n examinadora, tiene el honor de informar a 
V. E. Ilma. que la narraci6n Noli Me Tangere de 
J. Rizal, impresa en Berlin, si llegara a circular 
por Filipinas, causaria !Vavisimos dafios a la fe y a 
la moral, amo?·tigua.?ia o extingui1'ia el amor de es­
tos ind·igenas a Espana, y, perturbando el coraz6n 
y las pasiones de los habitantes de este pais, pvdria 
ocasiorutir dias muy triste.s pam la rnad1·e Patria. "­
Es decir, para Espana . 

Senator TAf:twA. Would the distinguished Sena-
tor give us his opinion as to what subject was 
mpphasized by that last paragraph as the possible 
effect of the NOLI ME TANGERE? 

Senator RECTO. Well, the- separation f1·om Spain­
the independence of the Philippines from Spain, 

of cour~e. 
Senator TANADA. Thank you. 
Senator RECTO. Rizal did not pretend to teach 

religion or theology when he wrote these books. 
He aimed at inculcating civic consciousness in the 
Filipinos, national dignity, personal pride, and pa­
triotism, and if references were made by him in 
the course of his narration to certain r eligious 
practkes in the Philippines in those days and to 
the conduct and behavior of er r ing ministers of the 
church, it was because he po1·trayed faithfully the 
general situation in the Philippines as it then 
existed; nobody can dispute that the situation de­
scribed by Rizal in those days, political, social and 
religious, was the one then actually obtaining in the 
Philippines; bu~ while· he cr it icized and ri_diculed 
the unworthy behavior of certain ministers of the 
church, he made exceptions in favor of the worthy 
ones, like the Dominican Friar Padre Fernandez, 
and the virtuous native priest, Padre F lorent ino, and 
the Jesuits, in general. At the opportune time 
r shall point to the pertinent passages in the N OLI 
and in the FILl in substantiat ing my propoSitions 
against those set forth by Father Cavanna in his 

"pastoral". 
Senator DELGADO. Mr . President, will the genlle-

man yield for some information? 
The PRESIDENT. The gentleman may yield, if he 

wishes. 
Senator RECTO. Gladly. 
Senator DELGADO. Will the .gentleman be good 

enough t o tell whether in that rep~1·t just rt>ad 
there is nothing at all denying directly or im-
pliedly the truth? . 

Senator RECTO. That 1s the most amazing thing, 
Your }Ionor, that the members of . the religiou s 
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orders who rendered their opinion on . the Noli Me 
Tange1·e confined themselves to concluding that the 
book was impious and· heretical, but failed to chal­
lenge the tTuth of the facts narrated therein. 

Senator DELGADO. Does the Senator mean that 
what was at is'Sue in that report was the effect to 
the readers of what was narrated without in anyway 
disputing the truth of the narration? 

Senator RECTO. Yes, just conclusions: 
(P'rosiguiendo.) Voy a continuar, se:iior Presl­

clente. Como yo decia, el Capitan General Tel'l'ero 
endoso el dictamen del Claustro Universitario de 
Santo Tomas• a la Comision Permanente de Censura 
que al parecer presidia el fraile agustino Salvador 
Font. Toc6le a e'Ste evacuar el dictamen que, en 
parte, dice asi: 

"Fundado, Excmo. Sr. ( Gobernador General), el que sus­
cribe, en' los textos que, literalmente copiados, acabo de 

_ presentar a la ajustada y patri6tica consideracion de V. E., 
es qe parecer que prohiba en a.bsoluto po1· su Autoridad la 
importacion, ?'e]J1·oducci6n y circulaci6n de este pe?·nicioso 
libra· e1~ las Islas." 

(< 

"Ademas de atacarse tan directamente, como V. S. ha 
vista, la Religion del Estado, a. institnciones y personas ?·es­
petables por su ca.rcicte?' oficial, esta vaciado el libro en 
ensenanzas y doctrinas extranjeras; y la sintesis general del 
mismo es inspi1·a.r a los S'ltmisos y leales hijos de Espana en 
estas apartadas i.slas odio p1·o[undo y encarnizado a la 
Madre Pat;ria, posponiendola a las naciones extranjeras, es­
pecialmente a Alemania, par quien parece tener preferent.e 
predilecci6n el autor del Noli Me Tctngere. su OBJmrvo 
UNICO ES LA INDEPENDENCIA DEL PAfS, queriendo romper con 

:. impia y osada mana la .integridad sagrada de la Patria, 
de esa Patria que le di6 el ser, que le cri6 a sus nobles 
pechos, que le aliment6 con el pan Y la doctrina de la 
civilizaci6n, y que de idolatra, fgnorante y degradado, ha 
hecho de Filipinas el pais cat6lico por excele.ncia, el mas lib?·e 
e ilustrado de los pueblos qlte viven bajo el a1nparo inmediato 
de las naciones europeas, y la raza mas feliz que ha vivido 
bajo Ia benefica' sombra de las paternales Leyes de I ndias 
• • * Este es el parecer del que suscribe para que 8~ 
p1·ohiba en absoluto la cilrculaci6n de este lib1·o ... Manila 
29 de Diciembre de 1887. Fr. SALVADOR FONT, Agustin~ 
calzado." 

A pesar de estos dictamenes, del Claustro Univer­
sitario y la Comisi6n permanente de Censura, nada 
se hizo p01: la ~erarquia catolica de entonces, que 
se comp?ma, SI no ~stoy errado, de} Arzobisp

0 
Metropohtano de Mamla, y de los obispos de Nueva 
Caceres y Nueva Segovia, todos frailes, dominico el 
uno, agustino e! otro Y franciscano el tercero, contra 
el libro de Rizal. 

Se abstuvieron no solo de expedir una pastoral 
Hi no de decir cosa a lguna, no porque tuvieran reparo 
pues ellos mandaban aqui y e1·an 6rdenes religiosa~ 
las que mandaban en Espana; se abstuvieron senci­
llamente po.rque no hallaron nada heretico ni impio 
en el libro de Rizal. 

, t ' lica en 
Pero es que no fue solo la jerarquia ca 0 nun· 

· , pro Filipinas que se abstuvo de Ylacer nmgun ·srna 
ciamiento contra el Nol:i me Tangere; ,la m~Hca 
abstenci6n hubo por pa1te de Ia j erarqma ca 

0 
el 

en Espana y el VatiC"ano, pues nunca se pus sus 
libro en el Indice, y esto debe constarles a 

trasnochados impugnadores. . , de Rizal, 
Ahora pasare a hablar de I a depo:tacwn 

2 
cuando 

y de su proceso y ejecucion. E l ano ~8~0' Gen,eral 
R1zal fue deportado por orden del Capita 
Despujol . . . passes 

Senator DELGADO. Before the gentlemantion for 
to another point, may I ask another ques 
clarification? . 

Senator RECTO. Gladly. the tirJJe 
Senator DELGADO. So that thus far up.to that t?e 

Rizal was deported in 1892 notwithst~n~~~g and ell~ 
N ali Me Tange1·e was ah·eady pubhs ·n.es all 

'IiPP1 , bf . culated to a certain extent in the Phi 
155

ued . 
also the El Filibuste1·ismo, no ban wa~ ting it 1~ 
the hierarchy of the Catholic church lis the Joell 
the ~ndex. There wa'S no ban issued bY 
hierarchy nor by the Vatican. ·e 

S t 1 f l' gtll ' '(19-S' ena or RECTO. And,no pastor~, ··o. done to 
. Senator DELGADo. And the only thll1~r!l'litted105s It was ruled that this book be not ~ c~use t!Jllt 
enter the ·Philippines because it woul . Is 
of ' love to the mother country, spalll· tter 
conect '} Jl'la . M~ ~ 

Senator RECTO Yes that is cod'ect. · s f8- d-
f f · , . }{ B erl 0 act, the only purpose of the boO· h jJldeP tile 

Font said in his opinion was to obtain t let ~,as 
enc f h ' · Tll:i e o t e Philippines from Spalll · 9!l 
ultimate. purpose. . ge11tl# 

SenatOr LIM. Mr. President, will the g~ 
from Batangas kindly yield? J3fl.wo 

The. PRESIDENT. The gentleman froJl'l 
may Yield, if he so desires. pJJd 

Senator REcTo. Willingly. . ed ea.cll t~et 
Senator LIM. Last night, we r eceiV . , of fll 

e~:ryone of us, a copy of the letter )Jtl~ J 
Pinon of Santo Tomas. coPY 

Senator RECTO. I have received mY tlt 1 
have not had time to read it. jgllt, )JcoPj 

, Senator LIM. I was reading it last P yol.lt 
do not h ·t have . 
ri ave 1 at present. If you . -tJ'IeJ ·. 

ght now, I would like to borrow 1t . e eJ !Je1 

Senator RECTO. I do not have it with rreJ'l'e~ jl: 
Senate . L th.at l'tJS W 

th . 1 
IM. I ' vould like to saY . 1 pe jell ~e 

1 at ~n that letter of Father Pifi6n, as bY ,,·ll
11
a t ~; 

1e cited ·Canon Laws 139fl or 1398 e1'e fJ )1oo 0' 
seeks to Prove that th N lJi Me ra:nU $ tile pf 
El F~li?wsterismo . are n~t i~cluded aJll.oll of tlle 
prohibited by the church but by virtue . , 
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visions of th and th es.e. Canon Laws, the Noli Me Tangere y fueron ocupadas en su equipaje por sabuesos de 
eluded e El F2l1-buste,rismo are supposed to b.e in- la · Aduana unas hojas volantes q1,1e se tit ulaban 

" · Canon Law No. 1398 : . 11iPOBRES FRAILES !" Parecia ~er que dichas hoJas 
Ia de~. 1398.-La proh ibicion de los l'bros implica que sin volantes habian sido introducidas en el equipaje 

ebtda r · 1 d R · I t · d 1 b · · ni v tcencta no se les puede editar ni leer ni conser var, e 1za por agen es rrusmos e go 1erno ; Rtzal 
ender n · t · · ' ' ' fi · t d · · ' d cornunic : 1 taducu· a otra lengua, ni en forma alguna tema su c1en e 1screcwn y cor ura para no llevar 

2. Un a\i: otros. . • . . consigo documentos que podrian comprometerle gra-
llUede volverr~ de .cualquwra manera proh1b1do no ~e le vemente. Dichas hojas habian sido impresas en la 
otorgue Ia r p~bhcar, a menos que, hechas las correccton:s, Imprenta del Asilo de Malab6n de los padres agus 
o sucesot , tcencta el que lo habia prohibido o su Superwr t' C, d' · · '. t h · -B ·. mos. omo ~u reron 1mpnmrrse es as OJas vo-
.ut more part· 

1 
. 

13
(>

9 
Iantes en una 1mprenta de la cual eran duefios los 

Cited by F th rcu .afly, perhaps m Canon No. t) f railes es cosa que no se puede imaginar . De ahr' 
a er P1- ' ' t · tat d · "C~-.; 

13 
non, 1 IS s e · Ia sospecha de que eran agentes de los f railes los 

b 3.• L~s ~~·-Est~in prohibidos por el derecho ~~~mo · · · que las impr imieron para hacer aparecer despues 
Uenas cos~os que a tacan de prop6sito Ia rebgwn ° las que se encontraron en el equipaje de Rizal cuyo 
6,• L bres ; · 'fi ' ld d 1 · t ' <:at6t· os libros qu .' · d 

1 
, do""""a registro se veri co a espa a'S e m eresado. Pues 

teo l . e 1mpugnan o se mofan e a gun , .- . h · 1 t t , t 
-'llost

61
•. os que deftend . . . d ados por Ia Sede b1en, estas OJ aS vo an es con eman a aques contra 

i tea 
1
. en en or es con en . , . . . , 

.lltelltan • os que desprest igian el culto divino, los que los frarles, mas hrrrentes que los que hab1an apa-
tnj~rian ~estru~r Ia cl isciplina eclesiastica, y los que adrede recido en el NOLI ME TANGERE Y EL FILIBUSTERISMO. 
tehgios

0
; ~ la ,3erarquia eclesiastica, .o al est{l.do clerical 0 Bast6 Ia declaraci6n de los oficiales de Aduana de 

1'enern
0 

· · que las mismas habian s ido halladas en el equipaje 
lllencio

1 
s, Pues, que, seg (m el P . Pifi6n, aunque no de Rizal para que el General Despujol decretara su 

ntsMo la especificamente el NOLI y EL FILIBUSTE- deportaci6n a Dapitan. La orden de deportaci6n 
h.ibid~s esta.s obras de Rizal vienen a ser libros pro- dice en parte lo, siguiente : 

ll}J S . "Resu!tando que su ultimo libro El Filibusterismo esta 

Con su e.n. REc To. l Quien los pr ohibe, el P . Pifi6?, dedicado ·a Ja memoria de los tres traidores a la Patria, 
ll}J S lnterpretacion ? condenados y ejecutados despues de los sucesos de Cav1te 

S~ en LI · h n en virtud de sentencia de autoridad competente y ensal-
S Obse . M. Con la intel'Pr etaci6n que ace e zados por el como martires, hacienda suya ademas, en el . 
ll}l S l'Vaciones epigra.fe de Ja portada de dicho libro, Ia doctrina de que, 

lh·allde en. R ECTO·. N 
0 

acepto esa au tor i dad por en virtud de los vicios y errores de la administraci6n es-
~1 Seque sea; tiene que venir de la Santa Se~e. pafiola, no existe otra salv~ci6n para F ilipinas que la 
'[:,1 n. Lp..- E . , e el da separaci6n de Ia madr e Patna . 

• oiJ; C'l "'L· sa es la intel"~"~l·etaciOn qu · ll.1q ~en R E ·-!"' h te " Considcrando que con ello, Y por mucho que cueste 
d 0 o:p

0 
t CTO. Contestar e despues que aya - creerlo, ha quedado por fin descorrido el velo mas o menos 

de la je: Unidad de examinar la Hamada Pasto~~l transparente con que basta ahor a p1·ocuraba disfrazar su 
Coe detn

0
,.,arquia catolica y entonces tendre ocaswn verdadero objeto, pues ya no se trata de meros ataques a1 

lq ••St l'a C , ·co tal monaquismo, que mas o menos casuisticamente se queria 
1: o -e" r que, segun el Derecho anonr ' F 1· · 1 ~Os ~>Os S - · nge- suponer compatibles en 1 1pmas c9n e respcto a Ia cl·een-

l>uede enores lo interpretan, aun los eva cia cat6lica, ni se limita t ampoco a sus insidiosas acusaciones 
~ ~I Se n caer baj o a lguna prohibici6n. contra los tradicionales agravios Y torpezas de la politica 
"'ata,,., 11. Lp..- Q , I ballero de colonial espanola, ni a! sistematico rebajamiento de las 
~·iR . ' l&"as "'L· Uisiera informar a ca •tQl.l que . del p patr1as glorias, que farisaicamente se pretendia conciliar con 
alla , \Tu en esa carta u Observacwnes . : un mentido amor a Ia madre P atria, .sino que r esulta ya 

l'ecel'll estra Sefior ia y este humilde servidor evidente y aparece probado por modo mnegable a los ojos 
bt-~ ~"ouldos .l!lentados a lli advP.rsamente. . de todos, que el doble fin que en sus trabajos y escritos 
tlf ~len-" f hke to st i:mcl ~nd speak on a questiOn. of persigue no es otro que el atTancar de los le.ales pechos fili-
\, .(,'' ~-- or fi ~ . · atwn ·nos el tesoro de nuestra Santa F e Cat6hca, vinculo in-
-1: () athe . ve rni~utes because of the msmu ~ebrantable en este suelo .de ]a integridad ~a~ional ; 
~a.~t· lio~ :Plfi6n against my hum ble person, at~~ "Considerando que precisamente en prevJsJ6n de casos 
~ e the t ' l' is a lluded to there adversely if yOU Wl tales y para !ibrar de todo pe!igl:O los sagl·ados ideales de 

&.lj~e~ato . 1!:'·1::! to r ead that l.etter. . ~ , , Reli~i6n y Patria, tie~e con~edidas la Autor idad superior de 
t. ,..a .Q.E p on s Filipinas facultades dJscreciOnales, de las que esperaba no 
l'l.j~a.:onr, ag ?To. I do not car e about F ather tnares tener jamas que hacer uso; 

( p' o 
111

• n:l~st rny per'S on, providing he sp "En cumplimiento de los altos debe res que como Gobernador 
llel "uSi . tiona} her o. Genera l y Vicen·eal patrono me incun1ben, y en virtud de 

h. ~,.~lladOo'U~endo.) Senor Presidente y caballer OS las facul tades que por raz6~ d.e dicho doble cargo me asisten, 
h ~I) • he venido en decretar lo- s1gu1en te : 
r()~ l 892 R k " l ." Sera dcportado a una de las islas del sur el Sr. D. 

4:t-a:r~ dzaJ llegaba a Manila de Hong' ong- JOSE RIZAL cuyo proccdcr en esta ocasi6n sera juz-do 
' se1· 1 te relato- .. ~ 

0 mas breve posible en es 

I , , 
• 
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como merece por todo. filipino cat6llco y patriota, por toda 
conciencia recta, por todo coraz6n delicado. 

"2. • Queda en ctdelante prohibUla, si ya no lo hubiese sido 
anteriormente, la int·roducci6n y la circulaci6n en el A rchi­
pielago de las obras del mencimuulo a1ttor, asi como de toda 
proclarna u hoja volante en que directa o indirectamente 
se ataque a la religion cat6lica o Ia unidad nacional. 

• • • • • • • 
"La responsabilidad de estas medidas de r igor que un 

penoso deber me impone caiga por entero sobre ' los que, 
con sus desatentados prop6sitos e ingrato proceder, vienen 
a estorbar las patcrnales miras de este Gobierno general, 
dificultando al par la o1·denada rnarcha del progreso filipino.­
Manila .7 de Julio de 1892.-DESPUJOL." 

Por algtin t iempo estuvo Rizal deportado en 
Dapitan. De alli le sacru.·on despues . . . 

Senator DELGADO. Mr. President, will the gen­
tleman yield for a question of information just 
for the sake of completing the facts that the gen­
tleman has emimerated ? 

The PRESIDENT. The gentleman may yield, if he 
so desires. 

Senator RECTO. With pleasure. 
Senator DELGADO. Would Your Honor mind tell­

ing us why those three beloved fathers, heroes 
and martyrs were executed? . 

Senator RECTO. Because they fought in reality 
for t he rights of the F ilipino priests. · Tliat was 
political treason in those days. Rizal himself ex­
pressed his doubts as to whether they had at 
heart the political freedom of their country. 
Rizal said tb.ey were victims of the evil he was 
himself combatting. 

Senator DELGADO. Was there anything in the 
charge against those three beloved priests im­
puting to them irreligiousness or anything against 
the Roman Catholic religion ? 

Senator RECTO. None, just for their alleged 
involvement in the Cavite uprising. 

Senator DELGADO. ' In other words, they were exe­
cuted because of polit ical grounds exclusively? 

Senator RECTO. Correct. 
Senat~1· D~LGADO. Not because of any irreligious­

ness or rmp10usness? 
Senator RECTO: Certa~nly. not. They were not 

charged as heretics or 1mp1ous. It was for that 
reason that the Church refused to degrade th 
before execution. And Rizar, to show his t ~rn 
Christianity and ·sound Catholicism, dedicated ~:: 
book to their memory. 

(Prosiguir.mdo.) Iba a. decir cuando fui inte­
rrumpido que estando R1zal en Dapitan solic't• 
ser enviado como medico militar a Cuba y P: .

0 

ello Ie permitieron salir de F ilipinas p.ara Espaii~a 
Pero poco antes de desembarcar en aquella me~ 
tt6poli el capitan del barco recibi6 orden de ponerl 
bajo arresto, y traerle de vuelta a Filipinas par: 

1·esponder de cargos criminales que se habian for· 
mulado contra el. 

Diose comienzo al proceso con la querella que 
. F ' al de su presento ante el Consejo de Guerra el .18c d re· 

Majestad, E nrique Alcocer, por los dehtos e i.Jil· 
beli6n, sedici6n y asociaci6n ilicita. Ya es~ba del 
plantado aqui el r egimen militar con mot1V;ecia

1 

Ievantamiento del 26 de Agosto de 1896. 
en par te, el fiscal de su l\!Iaj estad : 

dice: Que 
"Al Consejo de Gnerra.-El Teniente fiscal,. 505tiene 

despues ·de examinar las diligencia~ del plenar101 d·ctaJilen 
l 1 · n su 1 
as cone us10nes provisionales que constan e 

de calificaci6n. 
,;, 

• • • "' ,. ce • 8re 
"E 1 anos, aP ell n 879 y contando apenas diez y -nueve certaJil. 

RIZAL por primera vez "en publico asistiendo a un consigtl1d6 

lit · 1 1 que til erano celebrado en esta capital y en e Juvell 
· (P · ' ("A Ia de prenuo rmter p?·ernio) por una oda -, nerll . 

F"" l" . " . su Jll.. 11° 1 1Pma ) en Ia que ya dejaba traslucn· fech8 cte 
pensar en la cuesti6n coloniaj. A partir de e:~eta1titJ ell 
/w, ce_sado en s-n labor cLemoledo1·a para ~ ·Jl1p1·esll el 
Espana en Filipinas Y el aiio de 1886 publica, l o con ·• 
B ·l · ' teJlan 1 t1'"'1 

er m, una novela t agala escrita en cas ltJ, po. 1 s 
t ' t 1 "N · ' · a1·a 0 

1 n ° oli Me Tange?·e", llena de odw P · e ftetos 11 que 
en la que f ustiga con los mas denigrantes p J ost1'11t !)Jl 

espafioles, esca?'rtece ltL 1·eligion t ratando de de_ ado, seg 
nunc ' · · ' ' gobeln . a s~ra ctvtlizado el pais, inte1-in este , ,,~1 
el; por los canallas y degradados cas teJlanos. jtulo c· 

"P , . · . on el t z.a 111 

.. asado algun ttempo publica otro hblO c . l~Oif r:ll 
F 1hbuste•·; " ., · . t a m!.Sa. rt!ll110 I . '"'smo , Ctedtcado exclttstvamen e , . eZ y JJ . ·te e 
nwrw, de los t?·es Ctt?·as indigenas (Burgos, G?~~ de en¢ eo~~' 
q~e por haber tornado parte en la insurrecctOI zos qlt6 fl IO 
a~o de~l875, /tte?·on condenados a mtte?·te, 11 a, az~!S P~ qll~ 
~ide~·~ conw vuh·tiTes, lanzando de paso ~enconseJlt 

9
tJfl· 

acton, que en uso de su derecho no pod1~....,3 sober . nl 
quedaran · }egttv.. 111~" Impunes atentados contra su J.• eJ 

que 
Se · · , · e ll ·to, 

f Sigmo. un simulacro de prbceso :EJjerC1 ·ecef' 
. u:_ defendido por un Teniente del ::tl p8J .;U' 

Senor Don Taviel de Andrade que no er::t, puefl: t~S~ 
abogado. Tenia el Senor Andrade mu! 1~ de .~pi~ 
luntad R' 'd pe1 o 11~ ·'' f • Y Izal le estuvo agradecl o, . stl r pt:r 
ue bastante debil · t anto que Rizal, p~ rts8· ·slJL'' 
cu~nta,. tuvo que h~cer .adiciones a su de d~ esPef 
Pues vmo el fallo qne ya t odo el mtHl ae 
del Con · ' . , · c5 1 SeJo de Guerra que dice asi- del ~do ·~ 

" En I ··s dfaS etJJV ol 
D. . a plaza de Manila a los veinteset iS. t estB fcg 

ICiembre d . ' y se ' tl f .t 
Con . e nnl ochocientos noventa 

1
.a.do e , ':fl.l 1oY 

ba . S~Jo de _Guerra ordinaria de plaza celeb on Josevorl' l' 
A J~ a presidencia del Sr Teniente coronel Pcotltl·~ tellelto&~ 

l'Jona pa. · . fda de .•· 
RIZAL '1\J I a ver Y f allar la causa mstru delitDs cotl jot1''1, 
sediciJn ERCADo_y ~LONSO, acusado de Jos am.i11fld~ctvflcft~~~~~~ 
det . , Y asoc1a~16n ilici ta · la ha e:>C 51.1s ·-"~ ,i, 

enc1on y . ' de 5a&1P' $ 
hech ctnqado, p1·evia la lectura l (JJttl .,rtJfl 111~ 11 
, a Por el - · t(JJ (JJ }'I'll" r '' oid 

1 
senor J uez Instructor, vts }fl. . cte a 

Pol~ e~ alegato de defensa Y la adici6n :dil'latlo rJelifA' 
de cZar acusado; el Conscjo de gtterra . o ye [o6 
fWn4,: xue .el. heoho perseguido corz.St1t;.,- e d"O 
cfecutCIJI· s~c;ownes 1"liritas 11 de P'l'o:no ro 11'16 1 

0 6 t·ebcli6n, s icndo el prune 
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Para ejecuta 1 de a t r e segundo : 1·esnltando responsa.ble en concepto 
"Et! or el proccsado D. JOSE RIZAL. 

n su · re{erid. vntud, fall a : que debe condenar y condena al 
Batisf 0 DON JOSE RIZAL CL la. pena de muerte, • • • debiendo 
ti<kzd ~~r .en co.ncepto de indemnizad~t al Estado .la: can­
Siltisfac ~en ?ntl pesos, con la obligacWn de tra.nsmzt1rse la 

"Asi 
1
C:n de es.ta indemnizaci6n a los herederos. *. • . * 

de pl pronunc1a y manda el Consejo de guerra ordmano 
aza, firm. d 1 . JosE: T an o o cl Presidente y Vocales del mlsmo-

AG6m::s n -FllRM(~ PE ' RAULIO RODRIGUEZ NUNEZ.-RICARDO MUNOZ.-

tSCRiOA REZ RODRfGUEZ.-!IIANUEL REGUERA.-MANUEL DIAZ 

L 1'-IO.- SANTIAGO IZQUIERDO." 

de rra 'Sentencia pas6 para su revision al Auditor 
6Uerra p ' ' . de gu · arece que bajo aquel sistema el Auditor 

.., erra er·a · · c · d uer·r·a ., ten· supenor al m1smo onseJO e g 
e) Caa Ia facultad de r evisar los fallos. de este. En 
d "o de R' , I ' N' 1. e Ia p _ Iza , el Auditor de guerra, un tal 1co as 
COn u en~, confirm6 el fallo del Consejo de guerra 
contt· nn ~Ictamen don de se desat6 en improperios 
b a .l'l.lZ 1 S - · e la p _a Y los patriotas filipinos. El tal en?r 
be tal dena hasta 'Se las echo de critico litel:ano. 

··c esgraciado documento tomo este pasaJe : 
<led O!no lin· · d " llcida d leo procesado figura en esta pieza, separa. _a, 
' as . e la . . por rebellon 
11 

oc,acj causa matr1z que se mstruye 
~ at_llta} d ones ilicitas, D. JOSE R.lZAL y MERCADO ALO~SO, c,.. e Calan b . . L ) de tremta 
<l ••Co an- 1 a ( Provmc1a de La aguna • 
e '- os de d · halagos 

b 
'~~- ,.,,_ e ad soltero ?nestizo-chino a qtLten 

IIllo, ---rte el ' ' ' d teales 
a;... 11l11ter eva?·on en pasados dias a idolo de es 
.,, fJl os y . la muerte 
llt O'l'ia, 1 eveses de fo?·tuna conducen a 

Ofe . . y si 1 eli te por su lab 8•on d n wno1·; porque Rizal , estu an . . 
. Otj e las c· . f' 'co-qumucas, '"f 0so . 1enc1as naturales y de las 151 

. . ., ar 'Y a t• . ajel'O Qd .'gab} c •vo cual ninguno de sus paisanos, v•. 
>'ttl' e Por E . l nguas Vlvas, 

SUs Cldo de uropa y poseedor de vanas e .do po?' 
ez cle lnaestros St!s paisa?tos menos ettltos, 11 aplatLdt. or 
lofJ;~~>·ote1•0 dy amigos sin distinci6n ae razas, la?~zose p;o 

-..u e z · t wws soc. -
1>~0 a, que ta as Ciencias nw1·ales y de los es 

1 

·' llctfJ n h d .- y se Ianza a "e "' C!ll' "-t. on a pr eparacion r equ1eren, . <~. a"-- ""' tvcv d tas reg.tones 
en._,_ '""'ia. 

8 
>nente ent?'e los habitantes e es t · as .,.,.o,.., ent · · · · • doc nn ~att· -· '<ts tlrm~m.tos de deslealtad 11 de t?·atcW?t, b Ia a, la . t ' l a Ia so e-

''b. es'Pan 1Lntdad nacional, ideas hos 1 es 
Itt ' \lzal ola. * * * -
<l lleat no e . . pequena 

Qdea ta 'Plled s tribuno ; SlLS discuTsos, que. poi lllga?·i-
llGll\lj que ha en conoceTse a l fol. 18 vuelto, encte?·ran v . sas 
li.i~hlal'es "' media siglo pudiel·on ser de efecto en las rna te 
e ...,. ' "'et

0 
, 1 presen · 

&c1'it ?to 
68 

lnerecedoras del mayor desden a 1 sus 
I.· o

8 
esc

1 
·t . d . ...rofu1U o, 

;;toll-./ u"·d "'~- 01· co1·?·ecto nt pensa o? r . · de 
<c' _...,; ••I os · perfeccwn ~~ e y a autos acttsan let rnayo1· un . <1· ~ no ' y in emb(JII go, 
<l1~1lcto siq,

0 
l gran ene1·gia , intelectual. ~ . teligente 

\>~?ltbl' l' de lo e V e?·bo del F ili busteri.s?no, el m~s 1~ 1nuohc· 

11
'&to ee io1tor! separatistas, el idolo, en ~n, e ue han 
be}~: tt el nte Y aun de mersona,ies tncztltos, q · n <tq a~t r t . 1 a qu1e 
··~ an 1S .,. ador perpetuo un ser sobrena Ul a 

!iell sta ttP?·emo. 
II to q ' 'Pttes b · . 10vedor del 

/l 
ea -; e l'ebe

1
.'. len calificado Rizal corno pr~n . 'n 1·Jicita; 

~ • tL ton . d AsociaciO 
7l Ocecle llfQ_ la, • consunuulo por medlO e . uiannontos 
~.eticlo q1lrob sentencia qtLe 1Jor BtlS p-ropws f1t1 d al re-
ltj I) ct?· z . . t 1~sa1t o 

t o ,, · Jo"'" ' c LBponiendo que se e]CCI£ 
6 en el 

Or ., h .,'" Rlz las armas, lll~tj · Ora AL Y 1\I~:RCADO ALONSO, por con l aS 
'!iades que V. E. tenga a bien designar, ·~culo 637 

que establece el 2. • par rafo del al 

del Codigo de JuSticia militar. Si V. E. se sirve decretar 
su conformidad, debera volver este proceso al Instl·uctor 
para que notifique la sentencia al reo en el momento d~ 
ponerle en capilla, la de el debido cumplimiento en todas 
sus partes, deduzca el testimonio que ha de remitir al 
Consejo Supremo de Guena y Marina y cumpla lo preve­
nido sobre estadistica criminal. 

"Manila, veintisiete de Diciembre de mil ochocientos no­
venta y seis.-Excmo. Sr. :-NICOLAS DE LA PENA." 

El General Camilo Polavieja, de la misma tristi­
sima memoria del Arzobispo N ozaleda, expidio al 
punto el siguiente decreto : 

"Manila, 28 de Diciembre de 1896.-Confor-lne con el ante-
1-ior dicta!lnen, apruebo la sentenc-ia dictada por el Consejo 
de gtwrra O?·dina?·io de pUL::a en la p1·esente causa, en virtud 
de la cu-al se -vmponc le pena de nt?te?·te al reo JOSE RIZAL 
MERCADO, w,' que se ejecutatra pasandole por las anwuzs a las 
siete de la 1naiiana del dia SO del acttUtl en el campo de 
Bagttmba,yan y con las jO?"'nalidades que la ley previene.­
Patra su cmnplintiento 11 'demas que co?Tesponda., 'IJUelva al 
J

1
tez instrzwto1·, capitan D. Rafu.el Vominguez.--cAMIU:J G. 

DE POLAVIEJA." 

El siguiente relato sobre la ejecucion de Rizal 
esta tornado del libro de Retana: 

"Habiase despedido Rizal de su ddenso_r con un fuerte 
apreton de manos; habia hecho C'tro tanto con los J esuitas, 
y despues de breve dialogo que mantuvo con el Capitan, 
volviose de ca.ra al mar, Y quedo por consiguiente, de 
espaldas al piquete que debia fusilat·le. FoT'Inaba el p(quete 
tma linea de ocho soldados indiuenas, del regimiento n\im. 

70 
provistos de jusil R emi1tgton, tras de la. C1Lal lULbia oflra 

w/ oclw cazado1·es peninsulcvres, provistos de Mausser, en 
P'revisi6>t de que los indigcnas se rcsistieran a disparar . 
Rizal se hallaba con el cuerpo erguido, sin oscilacion alguna, 
on los brazos caidos a los lados del cuel'po, como en la 

c • tu t . posicion de :firmes, y as1 es vo un ra o rruentras se pre-

paraban las armas." 
En ese preciso momenlo, el medico militar Sr. Ruiz y 

Castillo, que estaba proximo a Rizal, se le acerco y Ie 

dijo: 
"Companero, ;,me permite usted el pulso?" 
"Rizal, sin contestar nada, separo el brazo izquierdo del 

uerpo y le tenclio la mano para que se le tomase. 
" "Lo tiene usted muy bien," le dijo Ruiz Castillo. 

"Rizal t ampoco contesto nada. Hizo un leve encogimiento 
de hom bros, y brev~ momentos despues , son6 La. desca;rga. 
Giro e1 cuerpo haem la derecha, 11_ cayo nHL!1'to sabre el 
dostado derecho, p1·ese1Ltu:nclo al atre la ca1·a. E1·an las 

siete 11 t1·es mimdos. 
"Se dieron dos vivas a Espana Y un viva a la Justicia, 

y por delante del cadaver desfilaron las tl·opas 

Asi muri6 el Mroe mas grande de la epopeya 
patria. Muri6. ~ara da1:nos v~da, cay6 para darnos 
vuelo, como diJO en r1mas mmortales momentos 
antes de verter su sangre para tefiir con su g1·ana 
la aurora de nuestra redencion. No s61o muri6 como 
morian los cristianos en el anfi.~atro de Diocleciano, 
solo po1• profesar una fe; muno, como Jesus, por la 

' 
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verdad y Ia gloria de su apostolado. Si a Cristo 
no le crucific6 Pilatos 'Sino los principes de los 
sacerdote:s que vieron en El al seclicioso y al revoiu­
cionario que hablaba de destruir el templo, que se 
habia hecho nido de supersticiones y refugio de 
formulas vanas, para r eedific&·lo en tres dias con 
arreglo a la nueva doctrina, a Rizal no le fusil6 Ia 
Espana Oficial, sino los "principes de los sacerdotes" 
que "ordenaban y mandaban" en Filipinas en lo& 
dias de Rizal. Y no es porque fue ej.ecutado por 
los opresores del pueblo, por r ebelde y sedicioso, 
que Rizal ha sido consagrado como heroe nacional : 
lo ha sido por las ensefianzas que dio a su pueblo 
en esa biblia del patriotismo filipino que es el Ncli 
Me Tange1·e y El Fi libuste1·ismo, selUmdolas con el 
supremo sacrificio de su vida. Incontables filipinos 
dieron la suya por Ia patria "en campos de batalla'', 
en el "cadalso", o sufriendo "cruel martirio" en el 
"campo abierto" de Bagumbayan, y establecieron su 
derecho a ser consagrados heroes ; pero Rizal es el 
heroe. nacional, por excelencia, porque su martirio 
fue la culminaci6n no solo de una profesi6n de amor 
a Ia pab:ia, sino de un apostolado cuya quintaesencia 
desti16 en estos dos libros, el Noli Me Tange·1·e y El 
Filibusterismo, sin los cuales Rizal 

1
no tendria en 

Ia historia mayor significacion que cualquiera de 
los millares de compatriotas que fuer6n torturados , 
degollados, agarrotados, fusilados, ahorcados, ·por 
espafioles, americanos y japoneses, en la larga y 
luctuosa historia· de nuestra esclavitud. Proclamar 
a Rizal el mas grande de los heroes nacionales y 
suprimir o expm·gar sus libros, es Ia mayor altu1·a 
a que puede llegar la hipocresia. Bonad el nombr'e 
de Rizal del mapa, de la hi'storia, de las cr6nicas 
nacionales, derribad sus monumentos, pero no aten­
teis contra Ia integridad de sus escritos, no profaneis 
cosas que deben ser sagradas para todo filipino bien 
nacido. 

Voy a te1·minar leyendoos otros documentos im­
portantisimos, por ejemplo, los que atafien a la 
defensa del N oli Me Tange·re por el gran te6log

0 
y 

canonista filipino, Padre Vicente Garcia, y Ia carta 
sentidisima, llena de religiosidad y patriotismo, que 
a este ilustre sacerdote escrib;6 Rizal al agradecerle 
dicha defensa. 

Don Mariano Ponce estaba a la saz6n en Fili­
pinas, y era, naturalmente, de los que le daban 
cuenta a Rizal de todo lo que aqui ocurria, sobre 
todb del efecto general que 1habia producido el 
NOLI. 

En una carta que por aquel entol}ces escribi6 Ponce 
a Rizal, decia : 

"Un ilustre paisano, conocido en Mani la por un profuncto 
te6logo y gran fil6sof.9, en vista del opusculito del P. Rodri­
guez, ha prctenclido escribir a este, demostl'imdolc las aberra-

. : d 1 p RodrigueJ} 
ciones cat6licas de que esta lleno su ltbnto ( e ·E contra S1JS 
y defencliendo al propio t iempo al XOLI i\>!E TA~?ER b]asfeJ!Icl> 

· · cs herettcas, e1 afirmaciones de contener propostcton . de aQ11 
. d lo" amtgos p ro e impias· carta que por conse]o e - d ·guez e 

' ct·to P Ro rt · c0n paisano no lleg6 a manos del ben 1 •• d forma.r 
el autor encomend6 a un joven el trabaJO etrario de I~ 
dicba catta un opusculo que dcmuestre_ lo con pup to a reh· 
afirrnaciones apasionadas del autor f raile en Ll 
gi6n · tl·atare de extractar dicha car ta. 'do el 110 

1 ' 'l -d y relet de Despucs de manifestar que ha et 0 afirmaciones va· 
afirrnando no haber visto comprobadas las }as obser 
P. Rodriguez, manifiesta su juicio envuelto en nte 
ciones siguientes : u.ra. durlll_ll:es, 

"El Dr. Rizal bajo a lnsiones veladas .ce~s institucto eJI 
los grandes abusos de los individuos de ctei .

11
. envoJve~,1• . b" . • d estaS Sl 'til pt"" st Ien con absoluta abstracc10n e ' esph'I 

1 
prB• 

I d b. do a su n e a censura su bondad inherente e I , owo un e se 
ti . fi . na Sl c . a qu vo. La maldad de los abusos m cto • ,' 

1 
critiC te IS 

a los miembros de una corporacion; no asl -~aciadaJilen ]f.f 
ha · · Des"! coli g.~ de ellos para que se corrt.J~n. 

5 
"'hOIXlbr~~ inll~· 

pas10n o el interes suele confund1r a 10 
1 

reiigtoll pet· 
cos as; Ia persona de los religios<?s con ; rde de 185 )oc•5 

culada, identificando1es. Cita el ridiculo a : ntas 'f 9 er de 
sonas que se dicen devotas, disputando ~ 0 etc. po:IPrd~ 
fJUien de elias ha ganado mas indu]ge::ncta S~}tica ese taS, he: 
relieve con vivos y fuertes colo~·e~ de 1a e c~1es de~; de. ~9! 
tonto, esa soberbia jactancia y ndtculez. d 

1 
eficact J1tl ' 9, 

acaso negar Ia existencia del purgatoriO,i.fia.·
0 

de J~t 11 si6~· · d cr Cl Ill P m ulgencias y el valor infinito del sa do por 'lOgo 
lPuede alguno afinnarlo s in estar obceca el teO 

Prosigue Mariano Ponce diciendo que ftlr 
filipino ·a del 
" xistenct ,, I demostro que Ud. (Rizal) prueba Ia e .. , sticoS· • (e g to . . eciesJa JO ·' a 1'10 c1tando concilios y decretos 'f.!!S .flll"' 
Y · . J. e de ~~crev se cop1a, d1ce Ponce aquel pasa 

5
: o fi] , f • ' cosa Jl oso o) donde afirma entre otr~s qtl8 

en la existencia del 'Purgatorio, pero ,,.j9tl~ 
b " ... !;;v 11 a use. E l mal esta en el abuso. O'Uil J.fJ. '

1
1dr 

. Q . , . ue seb d" 'fa -aO' ~<. men era el te6logo filipmo q N li JrJ. e fli Jde 
Ponce, habia def~ndido a Rizal Y al . :s de J!t rtD 5~ a :apa Y espada contra las arreme:I~ibit ]a ~efe~etl 
dx'lguez, un fraile agustino? AI 1 e . ].!1- qtJl e 
p R' 'do pol ::~ .P.s Ol1c.e, lZal Se sinti6 agradeCI J'pi1l0 J)li"" 

que habia hecho del Noli el te6Iogo fi r1 
I] y fO • 

, . ·n e ""' .,. aun no conocia, y quiso indagar quie IJ111 i' 
lo revelo en esta carta : o qve .!{~~, 

"E 1 te610g 1 l'· 66 of 
lllpezare por decirle el nombl'e d~ stos de ·~ri0 Gael. • 

defender a Vd. contra los ataques inJU nHenCl bjO al; 
guez: es P. Vicente Garcia can6nigo dpe este sfl. 1J11 ~11 {J, 

catecb:al D d ' . , t• co e de t'le•· ' ' a 0 el Caracter eclestaS I • ncit~ 0 r 60 
se <:ornprende perfectamente la conveJll~ dole, st'IJofll 
oculto s ta 1n &er 

u nom.bre en cuestiones de es -tante 
cBorrer la rnisma suerte del nunca bas -~ 

urgos." 11' 

· • JCt l R. 1 , 1inos. .:cJ1 Ll f Iza r eplica a Ponce en estos tern dB1' jJl0 l 
"E , a. .Jl'le &rfl cJ l•' 

c •I hecho de que el P . Vicente Ga.rc~ en el dO' eS f)~ 4:· 
onrnueve Y lYle dice que debo continu,a: rJli )9 a.JS· oil' 

rne he trazado. Tener un anciano 851 p1i p .:t'Jl-
que no esto . ·tu de }lll~·· 

• Y en contra rlel esp1n dado 
mas agl·adable nolicia que Ud. me ha 
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Ponce vuelve a escribir a Rizal diciendole, y de esto 
e servi · lo r ran tomar nota los presentes enemigos de 
~s tbros de Rizal, lo siguiente : 

nues~o~bra . de Ud. sigue uespertando el entusiasmo ~tre 
I!Ue n Palsanos con muy corta& excepciones : excepcwnes 
ernineo ~omprendo ni puedo explicar tratandose de una ob~a. 
y sun mente pat r i6tica en la. que Ud arroj6 su ·porvemr 

nombr . ' . ·. -a~ e a los bmtres del clen cahsmo para ensenar 
dicha~etnedi~ a infin itos males de que se . qu;ja. nuestra des­
cion y hpatna. Los que censuTen tales actos ·de abnega-

eroi · · Patria " smo merecen cterna maldici6n de Ia h1stona 

Vuelvo . este l' a Preguntar, .;, qui en era el Padre Garcia, 
Ta.ngg an te6logo filipino que defendi6 el Noli Me 
libto ~?'~ contra los ataques de los frailes de que el 

eta he ··t · h1uti6 l e Ico e impio? , . . 
edad d el Padre Gar cia en olor de santidad, a la 
8U llue~l 83 anos el aiio 1899 en Rosario, Batangas, 
''l?adr "t~ · natal que ahora s~ llama el municipio de 
K e v ~ te . 
"<!Os en Garcia" creado por ley hace cmco 
a l>a.ra h ' · · t su onrar su memoria . Al afio sigmen e, 
l:! rnuert s 1 d ~ns :v 'l' e, un cura espafiol, llamado a va ~r 
Rtna 3o orr es, publico un opusculo que en su pa­
!h·.all sa coutiene estos datos biogra:ficos sobre aquel 
tU1l>in

0 
~erctote, el mayor timbre de gloria del clero 

~abidu1·i e todos los t iem:pos por su santidad, por su 
~ ' P~ ' . ~~ ~ desl>le . su patriotismo, y por el cora~: rn . . 

??a en go en aquellos dias de persecucwn 1 e_h­
tu 'llcl!:~ que Para muchos era excusable la cobardia. 
te tal de TE GARCIA (Rd . . Sr. Dr.) ' tagalo, n~­
~t:tol· rnu :Rosario, (Batangas)' alumno y despue,s 
e~8?iteto c~os a nos del Real Colegio de San. J 

0~~· 
ell clicion e superior ingenio y de extraordmana 

~a en tod · , t' Doctor C: lh·act as las materias ecles1as ICas. . 
~- a'!' 6 ~ · lliJ ~ll.ig0 p ~ologia, bachiller en Derecho Can m : 

lla_;.' l?tov· enltenciario de la S. I. Catedral de ~a 
~o d lsor G . • t · del obiS-lit · e },,. Y obernador Ecles1as !CO 
~ ~~ c ~~ l' ~ cl.o r1 va Caceres Sede Vacante. ons 
'\leli~ \.le 1 ' Payo 
''l!) Ot· F'r 08. Exmo'S. Sr. Arzobispo Pedr? ' 

~ll.tq _l l{ev anclsco Gainza, Obispo de CarnarlDes. 
~~~e lldisi~l'enclisimo Padre Garcia era sacerdote ~e 
~~ o]· ·• ... as ap . . . d descubria 
"'ll'( lese anenc1as en qmen na a se 
hlall. l:llle '8 a las vanidos~s fastuosidades personales 

''li:~ l'lJa,~~len r odearse los dignatarios de raza 
bro ta un ~:"ta~ vanitatum !' . ·e­
~e~c lltt lllu ahio que llevaba en su privilegiado cei .. 
I!IQ.~. loll.cerf.~ddo de ideas Y que mas de una vez deJO 
· .. o "<t os ' · ntos, a 

· . ~ '~altid • con per egrinos razonamie bildo 
''lt> 080l:l de r aza blanca en pleno Ca 

c:~ llttcl. 
q Cet·e actor d Nueva 
t~l ~a. s, so~t .e un hospital para Ieprosos en dor 
1ll.e~) 11tua

1
.i enido de su peculio privado; r~sta~a a-

. 0 de Ntra. Sra. de Pefiafrancia ( am 

"Gran bienhechor de la Comunidad de PP. Paules 
en Manila, y de la Catedral, · ascendiendo a mas 
de cincuenta mil duros el Yalor de sus ofrendlls 

· y donaciones para aquellos fines piadosos indicados. 
"Gloria a Filipinas que tales hijos ha dado a la 

Iglesia Cat6lica!" 
Son numerosos los trabajos publicados por el Padre 

Garcia. Tradujo al tagalo -el Kempis, o la " Imi­
taci6n de Cristo", 448 paginas. Escribi6 los " Ayes 
de las almas del purgatorio", lo cual prueba que 
Rizal no atac6 en el Noli la existencia del purgatorio, 
como se pretende por los anti-Rizalistas, porque de 
haber sido asi el Padre Garcia no hubiera tornado 
Ja defensa del libro. ,., 

Escribi6 el Padl·e Garcia otra obra, "La vida de 
San Eustaquio", en bicoL 

Escribi6 tarnbien la "Novena de Nuestra Senora 
de Pefiafrancia" en bicol. Y luego dice el Padre 
Cavanna, que se dice portavoz de los obispos, que 
Rizal se bur16 de las novenas. Si tal fuese cierto, 
el Padre Garcia no hubiera defendido el Noli. 

Escribi6 otro libro, "Explicaci6n de las gracias 
otorgadas por N uestl·a Senora del · Rosa1·io ' ', en ta­
galo 109 paginas, en Manila -en 1884 ; y finalmente, 
el ~-ticulo "Defensa del Noli Me Tangere del Dr. 
Rizal", en espafiol,- el mismo tr~bajo aludido par 
Mariano Ponce -en su carta a R1zal--:~m "La Soli­
daridad", 6rgano de los laborantes filipinos en Ma­
drid, bajo el pseud6nimo de v. CARAIG. 

Aqui terminan los datos biograticos sobre el Pa­
dre Vicente Garcia, que tomamos de un op1isculo 
publicado en 1900 por el presbitero espaiiol, el Padre 
Salvador Pons y Torres. 

A raiz de la muerte del padre Garcia se publico Ia 
·guiente resefia en el peri6dico "LA PATRIA" de aquel 

Sl , 
afio. La resefia dice as1: 

"Ha fallecido el sabio y virtuoso saeerdote filipino Sr. 
Vicente Garcia, can6nigo penitencim·io de la Ig~esia Metro-

olitana de Manila, el 12 del actual, a los 82 anos de edad. 
P "E te santo var6n naci6 en el pueblo de Rosario (Batangus) 
el 

6 
~e Abril de 1817 y se orden6 de Sacerdote en J unio de 

1849. b' 1' .• · "H'zo sus estud ios con nota te aptcac1on y aprovecha-
. ~ tanto de fi losofia y derecho civil y can6nico como de 

nueln -
8
' siendo tenido por todos como un notable sacerdote. 

teo og1 , 
"F e coadjutor en dos parroquias y sustituto e interino 

1 
u capellanias de algunos regi.mientos del ejercito, ob-

en as 'dd '"ldl . teniendo despucs en prop1e a Y por oposlclon a e reg1-

miento num. 8. . 
"R nuncio nu1s tarde este destmo y fue cura del Sagrario 

d 
1 

e di6cesis de Nueva Caceres, desempefiando al mismo 
.e a los ca1·gos de Tector de aquel Seminario, p1·ovisor, 
t~emRo d I ·a t' vicario general y gobcrna or ec es1 s 1co. 
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"En Noviembre ae 1879 hizo brillantes oposiciones a Ja 
canongla magistral vacante de eata di6cesis, pero aunque 
sus ejercicios fueron aprobados, no fue nombrado para dicha 
canongia porque era clerigo de cplor. 

"Ademas, no era conveniente ni politico que se supiera 
que habia aqui filipinos capaces de desempena1· el saceroocio 
con tanta idon~dad como cualquier dignatario de la Igle-
sia. , 

Fue, adernas, el Padre Garcia capelllin del Regimiento de 
Artilleria Peninsular, cura interino del Sagrario de esta 
Iglesia Catedral, director del Colegio de niiios tiples, ca­
n6njgo penitenciario y exaoonador s inodal de este Arzo­
bispado. 

" March6 ..en F ebrero Ultimo a su pueblo natal par a re­
cuper ar Ia salud perdida y alli mUl·i6 con la muerte de los 
justos. 

"Dios premie en el cielo las altas virtudes del P. Garcia, 
eminente te61ogo y ejemplar sacerdote, digno emulo de sus 
compafieros los senores Pelaez y Burgos, martir este ultimo 
de la pat ria filipina." 

Quisiera enfatizar un ,hecho entre los que van 
relatados en los ultimos documentos que acabo ue 
leer r ef erentes al Padre Vicente Garcia, y es el de 
ser el, por aquel tiempo en que el NoU Me Tange1·e 
empez6 a leerse en Filipinas, nada menos que el Con­
sejer o, por sus grandes conocimientos en teologia 
y derecho can6n1co, del Arz.obispo de Manila y de 
los obispos de Nueva Cacer.es y Nueva Segovia, 
esto es de la jerarquia ~at61ica de aquellos dias. Si 
fij ais vuestr~ atenci6n en ese hecho, compr endereis 
al punto por que aquella j erarquia cat61ica, aquellos 
senores obispos, a pesar de la presion ejercida sobre 
ellos por las 6rdenes religiosas, se abstuvieron de 
condenar oficialmente el libro de Rizal, ya por media 
de una pastoral, ya por cualquier otr o documento 
de menor imp01-tancia. Eso se debi6 sin duda al 
consejo que les diera el Padr e Garcia, aquel "pres­
bitero de superi,or ingenio Y extTaordinaria eTudi­
ci6n en matel'ias eclesiasticas", como dice su bi6-
grafo. Si los ~obispos filipinos de hoy dia hubieran 
contado con un consultor en teologia y canones como 
el Padre Vicente Garcia, en vez del Padre Cavanna 
otro gallo nos cantaria, es decir, no se hubieran des.: 
colgado con ~se manifiesto, que estan hacienda pasar 
por pastoral, que declara al Noli Me Tangere y Ei 
Filibuste,rismo libros heTeticos e impios, r epitiendo 
y ampliando los pronunciamientos del fraile agus­
tino, Salvador Font , de la Comisi6n Permanente de 
Censura de los ultimos aiios del r egimen espaiiol. 

Me falta pqr leer un documento de suma impor­
t ancia, que es la catta sumamente conmovedora . 
que escribi6 Rizal al Padre Garcia desde Madrid' 
el 7 de ene1·o de 1891. ' 

MADRID, PRfNCU>E, 7 de enero de 1891 
Sr. D. Vicente Garda, P bro. 
Manila 

MI MUY ESTIMADO SENOR: Tiempo hac!a que deseaba escli ­
birle a V., no para darle gracias por la justa defensa que 

· . er Jibro 
. ., ··b· de mi prun V. antes que nad1e se atrev10 a escu Ir . el inci~rto 

sino para dirigirme a V. en busca de fuces pai~6 de darle 
- intenCI n 'dOS camino del porvenir. Digo que no tema 

5 
pareCI 

a V. las g racias porque le ofenderia, Y porque p~so buiiianidad 
a los dados por V. en defensa de la ver dad, de a Dios lOS 

· decen · que ·Jlli· y de la justicia, desmerecen, s1 se agra ~rarlos c I 
premie y que los hombres se contenten en a 
tar los l ansios& do 

Yo que per tenezco a una generaci6n joven:, so porvenit• 
· teno tu· hacer a1go p or su pais e inquieta ante el nus .... uchO Y eS 

5 . . 1 visto ..... poC0 neces1to acud1r a los hombres que 1an . uestroS so 
d. d • · · supll.I n 1 plall 1a o mas pa1·a con su expenenc1a , d mas e a sal 

- ' . N ·t mos a e colo anos y cortos conocmtientos. ecesi a 
05 

en la nndO 
Y la bendici6n de los a nc.ianos para a lentarn heJllOS ec eS' 
lucha y en Ia giganlesca campafia que no: que sell J!Upor 
sobre nuestros hombros de enano. Por granae 

1
·uventud, .• ,. 

. str a ·n "'" .. tro entus1asmo, por confiada que sea nue ']amos, 51 eP1o• 
· - . . s vac1 5 v n suenas que sean nuestras Iluswne • do no 

bargo, en ciertos momentos sobre todo cuan . deiiJ! 
solos y abandonados. . , omun, siD dO IJ 

En Ia titanica obra de la regeneracwn c en cU8~5 ~ 
de marchar adelante volvemos de cuando aus ros cet IO 
,,.; ta h · Jeer en cofiO ~ 
VJS ac1a nuestros mayores para d de d'Jilos 
fa llo de nuestr a s acciones. Por esta se il' acu 1 peP' 

d 1 porven ' suS ~e, Pasa o, de saber, para entrar en e scr itos ra q·IJ! 
las personas como us ted. Dej eno$ V ds· ~· en cia. P~otlldl 

10 · expell a. .,... v sanuentos y los frutos de su Iru·ga • vol"el' que 
1
, 

condensados en un libro no tengamos que herenci& 
1
·(1Jld0 

1 I la. J))P I o que ~an V ds. estudiado sino qn,e 
0 

bi!n 3 ell 
V ds. rec1bamos la aumentemos tan solo, echfl· idO 

8 0 bien afiadiendo a ella nuestra propia cos ball tell a q~~ 
T d fi lipinos . 11err 06 o o el poco adelanto que los a. Jl1l as q. ll' 

estos tres siglos de espafioli~mo se debe, 
11

ada. Jll . 11tel~re 
t 1 J.·n os s J fO nues ros t alentos han muer to sin ega disiJl'l11 p tc·i 

fam d 'd gran il ll e , a e su nombre. Hemos teru 0 p i!ilP ' oll' 
0 

l 
cias, hemos tenido un P inpin, un Dr· Dt· Jo~ei5'p!VI 
Pelaez, un Padre Mar iano Garcia, u:n. nzo J!r pres &f 
ten · L<>1·e }lOJ)) 'I 11 em.os aun un Benedict a Luna , un stoS 110~ t 
otros mas, Y sin embargo todo lo que. e, ell e ~,ePP'.o~f 

t ct· d ' onra cOJY c() f. es u .1a o, aprendido y descubier to m a re rf6 dO':~ 
cluira en ellos, Y n osotr os volverenlos so o pe 1tP e ~ 
estudio de la vida H ay pues un ·progre Jo ]lS.1.co qll 

. . , , no UtJl ' 
Inlento individual en Filipinas, pero 5 el 

0
c 1 

gene-~·al. He aqui por que el individUO e sell ,~~~ 
perfe · · £te I f CClOQ.a Y no la especie. ·sa. dill' c 

En el ocaso de ! a vida cuando a Ja tbi·gr~s del10~ qll J 
t 'd . 1 fa (D'' ar e se refl.exiene sobre las luchas Y . 

11
toS a. ~ ,p 

dulce · san1le 1 tJO 1~ no sen a comunicar sus pen . ·uiente · ·d& 0o .0~ preparan para los combates del dia 51g sU \fl ·611 .o'1 ~ 
de etlcJ Y . p'' La hermosa e inmaculada carrera 1 r ed !Jil . flot e)l'' 

te~>minandose en la sublime obxa de a. l1,8s be ~~~ Jl,ll I' 
nuserabl , ·' a la .. ro. ...,1e JC·I· es Y de los que sufren, sell ·cion P" e will '' ~ • 
de nuestros sacrificios y la san ta bend:Uciend~1 gJ01~f'l f I~ 
en la lu.c~a. Yo no quiero bala~arle 

0 
pll.r~e tc' ~It~ 

ha ~e VlVlr aun. I Ojala viva mas que e~ro q ¢tlo1'~bs pOcfl~ 
patrla Y Para mi satisf acci6n, pues de 5 a,

1
tdo s1 co~~~ o Jl\..,1', 

tLna lagr-ima Y una palab?·a de justicia C1L 1 de lfls J1,6S vfl ll Ill l.' 
causa que defienclo Pero el orden nat ut·a epocll de J, a / 
que pi'de Vd · yo en dote 1 j11 (<' 
1 . que . muera antes que 3 cet )Jl'e~ · Jl) i'' . 
;~:na; l.que le dira a su Dios, u sted, 1~s hol'l\6011°. JO~ ('~.<. 
d. . que ha declarado iguales a todos . v ]1~ poJ .l,.tl" 

n·a V. al Dios que ha odiado la tiran Ja . pecl1odO ,;v ~cr 
gencia lib . . e hll- jeB> j1j) r le cuando le p1·egunte, ~..qu e)'l'IP , 

11
o 

d~ces ! Por los oprimidos? ;.En que hap 
1
· c:tt.le 

man a intel· · .. ? l 0 
1genc1a y su ih stracwn · 
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los impuJ todas sos de su coraz6n que se ha estremecido al ver por 
Partes i · t · · . • 4Que le nJus ~c1a, 1gnorancia, abyecci6n y sufrimientos? 

"Yo he s~~~-~ondera V. a ese Dios cuando Ie diga a usted: 
has hech · do dur a muer te por salvar a los hombres. ;.Que 

Perdo o por tus hermanos?" 
elias none V. estas expansiones de mi coraz6n porque en 
aun no va ninguna censura. ;.Quien soy? Un joven que 
Pensar es hombr~, que no tiene mas meritos que el de 
Pues fracon arreglo a sus convicciones y e":presarlas des--

A . ~camente. · 
dtnJtandoi · sus cono . . e SJempre y desseanclo nos comunique parte de 

.,. emu en to · · · d 1 •. oce de b s, corto esta Iarga carta m1a desean o e 
uena salud. 

Su afmo, s.q.b.s.m. 

(
p . . JOSE ~IZAL." 
?ostgu · d no Poco t e?t o.) Senor Presidente, he abusado 

dat ter ~e la benevolencia de mis colegas, y quiero 
que, de:~? a este breve coloquio, con la promesa de 
segu

11 
ent' es de que ha.yan hablado los sefiore.s que, 

llro:Yect lenao, consurniran turnos en contra de este 
Senado 0 de ley, pedire de nuevo la indulgencia del 
en l'efufa~-~ exponer mis puntos de vista, sobre todo 
~hisp0s ~~t.on de la llainada Pastoral de los senores 
tea en p1. 1_Pinos que constituyen la j erarquia cat6~ 

Se lhpinas 
tn nator S . ~ Yield? ABIDo. Mr. , President, will the gentle~ 
~he p · 

ao desit RESIDENT. The gentleman may yield, if he 
S es. 
S enatol· R 

lld enator EC'l'O. With pleasure. . 
id d~·essed SABino. When Rizal wrote that letl,ei 

en.tibr to Father Garcia did Rizal know the 
~ " OfF t ' . t? S enat

0
l' R a her Garcia that he ·was a pnes · 

enator ECTo. That he was a priest? 
b~-Senatol' SABrno. Of the . Catholic church.. . 
s~al·ian REcTo. Yes, because he was so Inforn

1
ed 

1:1 . enato 0 Ponce '\l~ l' s . d b a1 to ABIDo. So that letter was addresse Y 
Sellat a P:tiest? . 
Se 01' R . . 
S llato

1
• S ~CTo. That is correct. 

Q()\vellatot ABIDo. Thank you. . ed 
()t h.l.'esl'\ REcTo. The· Senator must have obser v 

i ~>~ectful . . d · st because 
<l.(:t 8 ao- was Rizal to this ol prte • 

E!t· be anct 1· · char~ ~:~ as his wisdom and his re 1g10US 
~ a l'\ • 
~ enat ~r1est. 

11 . 01' Ron ·u th gentle--
'l.'h, Yleld t RIGO. Mr. President, WI e 

ll() d ~ PaEs 0 a few questions? . be ~ ~il'e8 lDENT. The gentleman maY yield, If 
~ell . ~e atol' R . . 

b()\t b.at01• · ECTO. With pleasure. 
ahol~d lb.y RonRrao. Mr. President, befor~ 1 pro-
fil·~~ illtto~ueations, may I be allo,~ed to m:~~:. 
b..tt Of aU Uctory r emark to clarifY mY bl ' Jy 

b'l'()l;ll fell ' l\ir. President, I must confess pu lCto 
o~d hurnble that I am now called upon 

questions to our distinguished colleagu~, 

Senator Recto. Since I was a young man I had 
ah·eady known Senator Recto as one of our greatest 
parliamentarians. I feel unequal of propounding . 
questions to Senator Recto, and so, may I ask the 
gentleman here and those who are listening·to please 
not touch the merits of this, because by comparing 
my very limited capacity to the brilliance of Senator 
Recto, your humble servant would suffer by the 
comparison. 

Mr. President, I would lil{e to announce that I 
venerate Dr. Jose ~izal as our greatest national 
hero and, as I said in my privilege speech, even 
with the attacks against his own teachings of the 
Church, I will still venerate him as opr greatest 
national hero, and I would, even if Rizal were a 
Protestant, even if Rizal were a Moslem or a Bud~ 
dhist, and even if he ridiculed, I suppose, the Ga~ 
tholic Church and did not retract, I would still con~ 
sider him as our greatest national hero, because of 
the services and the sacrifices that he made for our 
country. 'I would like to clarify also; Mr. President 
that I am not against the books of Rizal. I an: 
not even against the reading. As a matter of fact 
I read these books of ·Rizal when I was an A.B: 
student at the Ateneo de Manila. 

Senator RECTO. May I interrupt the gentleman 
with a question. 

Senator RODRIGO. May I continu.e first . Mr. Pres~ 
ident, I just want to finish this thought, and I beg 
the indulgence of the gentleman f rom Batangas. 
After all, when the gentleman was speaking for al­
most one and a half hours, I kept my peace. I 
waited until everything was finished befo1·e I stood 
~p to propound my questions. 

As I said, I read these bool\s but since I am a 
Filipino and at the same time a Catholic, I sought 
the permission of ecclesiastical authorities to read 
the book, and I was so granted, because to their 
mind at that time, my faith was strong enough 
and my knowledge thereof sound enough to make me 
understand that if there were attacks in that book 
that does not. mean. that I would weal\en in my 
faith, or lose my faith. I would like to state also 
that I have chHdren, six of them, and when the time 
comes I shall tell them t o read these two books 
because I want them to imbibe the nationalism that 
is the main message, one of the main messages, of 
these books. But at the same time, Mr. President 
in my concern for the well-being of my children' 
I have two points of view. I look after their tem: 
poral well~being, but I also look after their E'ternal 
salvation. I want them to be nationalists. I want 
them to love thei-7 country, but at the same t ime I 
want to preserve m them also the Catholic faith. I 
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los impuJsos d , . todas e su corazon que se ha esuremecrdo al ver por 
Partes in· t· · . • i.Que' 
1 

Jus ICia, 1gnorancia abyecci6n y sufr imientos? 
e respo d • ' ''Yo h . n era V. a ese Dios cuando Ie diga a usted : 
e sufnd d has hech · 0 ura muerte por salvar a los hombres. ;. Que 

p d 0 por tus her manos?" 
er onl.' V . 

elias no ·. estas expansiones de mi corazon porque en 
aun no va nwguna censura. ;.Quien soy? Un joven que 
Pensar es hombre, que no t iene mas meritos que el de 
Pues fracon arreglo a sus convicciones y e::-..'Presarlas des-

Ad . ~camente. · 
nurandol · sus COno . . e srempre y desscando nos comunique par te de 

<> cmuento • · • d 1 ~oce de b s, corto esta larga car ta m1a desean o e 
uena salud s . 

u afmo, s.q.b.s.m. 

(F ' . JOSE ~lZAL." 
1 08t g . no Po Utendo .) Senor P residente, he abusado 

d co de 1 b . at· ter . a enevolencia de mis colegas, y qu1ero 
que, de:1~? a est e br ev-e coloquio, con la pr omesa de 
Segu11 e ~~es de que hayan hablado los sefiore.s que, 
llt·oyect 11 Ienao, consumiran t urnos en contra de este 
Senado 0 de ley, pedire de nuevo la indulgencia del 
enl'efufa~·~ exponer mis puntos de vista, sobre todo 
?bish

0 
a~1.0n de la Hamada Pastor al de los senores h t• s hhp. . , t , ca en p · . Inos que constituye:n 1a Jerarqma ca o-

Se.,., lhpinas. 
ttl 4ator S 1 an. Yield? ABIDo. Mr. President, will the gent e-

'l'h . 
I! e PRE 0 desb: SIDENT. The gentleman may yield, if he 

S es. 
S enatol· R 

ad en.ator EC'l'O. With pleasure. . 
id <4·essed SA.BIDo. When Rizal wrote that letLel 

entib. to Father Garcia did Rizal knoW the 
~ .1 Of F , . t ? 
enat

0
l' ather Garcia that he was a pn es · 

~enatot ~ECTO. That he was a pr iest? 
bJ. enat0l, R ABrno. Of t he . Catholic church. d 

~at·ia ECTo. Yes, because he was so infornle 
~. Sei:J.ato no Ponce. 

1~a1 to r SA.Bmo. So that letter was addressed by 
~ell.at a Ptiest ? · 
~ Ol' !{. ' 
enat0 l' ECTo. That is correct . · 

1. ~e.... SA.Brno Th nl ,10\v 4ator :a · a c you. . d 
or l.'est> ECTo. The Senator m ust have obsel ve 
a.c:this ao-ectful Was Rizal to t his old priest, because 

el.· ~e anct . . · · char-as h1s wisdom and hiS r eligious 
h.,_~ellat a Priest. 
'~.&11 • or RonR . ·n the gentle--

'l.'Q. Yield t IGo. Mr. President, Wl 
~o d e Pn.li:s 

0 
a f ew questions? . if he 

t• ~ites lDENT. The gentleman maY yteld, 
"lell . 
~e atol· :a . , 

boq llat01, · ECTo. With pleasure. o-
ah0 ~d 10. RonRrGO. Mr. President, befor~ I pr 
t-il.·~: ill~-o~Uel3tions, may I be allo':ed to m:ta~:. 
t~t Of all Uctory remark to clanfY. mY ubliclY 
bro!) l fe l} ,hlVJ:r. President, I must confess P n to 

o~d Urnble that I am now called upo 
questions to our distinguished colleague, 

Senator Recto. Since I was a young man I had 
already known Senator Recto as one of our greatest 
parliamentarians. I feel unequal of propounding . 
ques~ions to Senator Recto, and so, may I ask the 
gentleman here and those who are listening·to pleas-e 
not touch the me1its of this, because by compa ring 
my very limited capacity to the brilliance of Senator 
Recto, your humble servant ·would suffer by the 
comparison. 

Mr. President, I would like to announce that I 
venerate Dr. Jose ~izal as our greatest national 
hero and, as I s~id in my pr ivilege speech, even 
with the attacks against his own teachings of the 
Church, I will still venerat e him as o.ur greatest 
national hero, and I would, even if Rizal were a 
Protestant, even if Rizal were a Moslem or a Bud­
dhist, and even if he ridiculed, I suppose, the Ca­
tholic Church and did not retl·act, I would still con­
sider him as our greatest national he1·o, because of 
the services and the sacrifices that he made for our 
country. 'I would like to clarify also, Mr. President . , 
that I am not agamst the books of Rizal. I am 
not even against the reading. As a matter of fact 1 

I read these books of ·Rizal when I was an A.B. 
student at the Ateneo de Manila . 

Senator RECTO. May I interrupt the gentleman 
with a question. 

Senator RoDRIGO. Ma..y I continu.e first. Mr. Pres­
ident, I just ·want to finish this thought, and I beg 
the indulgence of the gentleman from Batangas. 
After all, when the gentleman was speaking for al­
most one and a half hours, I kept my peace. I 
waited unt il everything was finished before I stood 
~P to propound my questions. 

As I said, I r ead these books but since I am a 
F ilipino and at the same time a Catholic, I 'Sought 
the permission of ecclesiastical authorities to read 
the book, and I was so granted, because to their 
mind at that time, my faith was strong enough 
and my knowledge thereof sound enough to make me 
understand that if there were attacks in that book 
that does not mean that I would weal~:en in my 
faith, or lose iny faith. I would like to state also 
that I have children, six t>f them, and when the time 
comes I shall t ell them to read these two books 
because I want them to imbibe the nationalism that 
is the main message, one of the main messages, of 
these books. But at the same time, Mr. President 
in my conce111 for the \v-eil-being of my children' 
I have two points of view. I look after their tem: 
poral well-being, but I also look after their ~ternal 
salvation. I want them to be nationalists. I want 
them to love thei:7 country, but at the same time I 
want to preserve m them also the Catholic faith. I 
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am interested in the well-being of their body, in 
their well-being during their lifetime on earth. 

. But at the same time, as a Catholic, 1 am also inter­
ested in their eternal happiness and, therefore, I 
must confess that I will not compel and I will not ad­
vise my son who is now 16 years old to read an unex­
purgated edition of .this boqk, because while it will 
inculcate in him nationalism, perhaps he cannot 
understand yet the philosophic me'Ssages of Rizal. 
It might weaken and desti·oy his fait}_l. 

But, Mr. President, when t}fe time comes and I 
know that he can understand this book-I read it 
when I was 20 years old way back in 1934-I will 
prevail upon him to read this book. What I mean, 
Mr. President, is tliis. There are t\vo things in the 
life of man. Thet·e are two loves in the heart of 
every Filipino, and that is, hi'S love for his country, 
and his love for God-his feeling for nationalism 
and his feeling for r.eligion. What I am trying to 
avoid, Mr. President, is for a conflict to arise between 
these two loves: between the love for country and 
the love for religion. And there are two loyalties 
in every man: loyalty to the government, and loyalty 
to his church. Every man ·wants to obey the gov­
ernment. It is the duty of every man to ob~y the 
laws passed by the government, but at the same 
time, every man who knows the real meaning of his 
religion, also wants to obey the rules and laws of 
the church. And what I want to avoid is the 
conflict where to obey the government is to violate 
the church, and where to obey the church is to 
disobey the government. And my understanding is 
very clear-as much as possible, I woul~ like for us 
here to try our very best to look for a c.ommon 
ground, a middle ground, a modus vivendi where 
instead of conflict, there c~n be agreement between 
these two, and that is why Mr. Pre'Sident I am 
suggesting a round-table conference. ' 

Now, I would like to make it clear also, Mr. PreS­
ident, that in1the same manner that the distinguished 
gentleman from Batangas reserved his right yes. 
terday, when I delivered day before yesterday m 
speech, to propound more questions to me aft: 
the gentleman has received a copy of my ~peechr 
may I also ask that permission to propound rno ' 
questions to ~im, after I hav_e been fm·nished by t~= 
Secretary w1th a copy of h1s speech and copies of 
the documents that he read. 

Senator RECTO. Any time, Mr. Senator. May I 
propound some questions, before you propound yours 
on your statement. l would like to know if yo~ 
read the NOLI at the age of ?O? 

Senator RoDRIGO. 'fhat is right, twenty. 

d the NOLl 
Senator R~CTO. Suppose you had rea . faith? 

at the age of 18, could you have lost ; our 
Senator RODRIGO. At the age of 18 · 
Senator RECTO. Yes, Your Honor. ·d to project 
Senator RODRIGO. Well, it is very har . 

my memory at that time. t ·eaction ; 
Senator RECTO. What is your presen d 1 ·ead the 

would you have lost your faith if you ha 
1 

NOLI at 18? . 
1
la1' case, 

Senator RODRIGO. I think in my partiCLe not yet 
if I read it at the age of 18, when I hav_ I nave 
taken scholastic Philosophy and Lite~·a~ule,I p:Ught 
not yet taken advance subjects in r ehgiOn, 
have wavered in my faith. .d yoll take 

· t di re Senator RECTO. But what subJeC 8 
11 

yoll "'e 
at that time on religious instruction whe _ d 
eighteen? ? I stoOt 

· hteen· thll Senator RODRIGO. When I was eig t ·t 
5

eeJJ1S 
up, Mr. President, to ask questions, bu 1 

. (f 

I am asked questions instead. prelifl1j11Il 
Senator RECTO. But the Senator made te 

statements. . 
1 

wot.M s;~11t 
~enator RoDRIGO. But :first of all 1 thinJc ,,.ill 

this to the gentleman from Batangas. ~angt~S iS 
th . . Ba- ~ e quesbon of the gentleman frOJ!l because eel\5 
have no bearing on the issue. WhY, }1e Ia'" 5 d)'• 

k. but t ·1!1>0 
as mg me of my particular case, e..;el• teel1 

1• bY ·dll t compulsory reading of these boo "5 of e1r:: 110 

but as I said, I was prepared at the a~~dent 1~t ~II 
to I'ead the two books when every teen· ]:3 
prepared to read the books at ei_g~ussio!l· . 11jS 
these have no materiality to the diS g l~ h !\ 

. wron JJIJ51' .; 

Senator RECTO. The gentleman 15 to e5t8. Jlo\ 

assumption because all I wanted was wllo 1~d 110, 

comparison between him and his sonhe w00 til 11: 
. . d l)JJ Jl~ 

Sixteen, because the gentleman sal ger'e etld t 0 ~How hi.s son to r ead the Noli Me Ta~a.ve 1. ell !IJl 
Is twenty. I think the Senator could f si"te 

1
o 

Noli Me Tange1·e even at the age 0 .ltec Jl 
preserved just the same his faith. SeJ1fl.toJ Jl til~ 
. Senator RoDRIGO. I do not knoW· d 11iS 50 11~ 
Is a better judge regarding himself an "s t 1 ~ I 1>'" l'1 
. ~~ ·# 

Senator RECTO. On that point. ve ,v-a.S s l , Jl' 

Senator's religious instruction when h to .~Jl• 
Senator RODRIGO. (Si lMt) decJill85tJes1!,l 
Sena:or RECTO. If the gentleman tllat 4.e1i~1ftt'1 

swer 1t · h' . . 1 ade 'd :J: o ., 
M ' Is IS pnv1lege. Ill t }tl» t!e, Jtl' r S •• r}la tl" ., . . e~ator, the question on v• beC8 i)l0 Jll· 
mstl·ucbon was at the age of sixteen duriJl~ cirt jill' 
all, the Senator must remember that ell f~ )1e' 
elec~ion campaign the Senator }lad b~ ~a,S . 
aud1enc · ' ~·wha e With the question of 
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Senator b f nobod ' e ore he was born?" It was a question 
Sena/. could answer except the .Senator and the 
his a~~.answered it to his own satisfaction tel~ng 
Now thience what he was before . he was born. 
Parati e Senator should lmow what religious pre-

Sen °~ he had at the age of sixteen. · 
have : 0~ RODRIGO. Well, Mr. President, I would 
tary 0 ow down to Senator Recto in parliamen­
his op~rocedure, in making people here laugh at 
'rhe onent. May I proceed to the question now? 

gentlem Pastoral 
1 

an from Batangas ,stated that the 
books etter of the bishops condemned the two 
Zal hu:s heretical and impious and condemned Ri­
Pl·essio~e!~ as heretical and impious. Now, the im­
'"ho h at that gives to me more so to the man 
b as n t . , ooks 0 read the pastoral is that these t'.VO 
1.., \Vere h · · 1 'Ultlse}f er ebcal and impious, and that R1za 
l h Was h t · · · ave h er e Ical and impious. My questiOn IS, 
(){ ere · II "''"e to t a copy of the pastoral which I sha 
quest tl he gentleman from Batangas, may I re­
he teactlet gentleman to point to the pastoral where 
:"e1·e c he Portion to the effect that these books 
lln.lliou

8
°ndernned because they were heretical and 

S and R ' . . ? enato . Izal also was heretical and 1mpwus · 
~-called 1 REcTo. I have plenty of copies of that 

e one Pastoral because Father Mempin sent 
~allets 'cl~ou gave me one and I have the news-
~un lpp· , . " :'?. ......,. lUgs. I have read this document care-
.rou 4~ ow y · ld 
t dl'a ' our Honor what concluswn wou 
ol'al w fr , h ti
0 

that ~rn . the statements made in ~ e pas-

s
n conta. cet tam passages of the books 1D ques-
e" lned un· · t' . ? S ''a tot R Pie 1es and heresieS . 

bo
0
knato

1
• RODRIGo . .Is that conclusion there? 

he cont . ECTo. If you say for instance that .a 
l'el-! a1ns h ' th t ·t 1s he . ~teal · er esy you mean to saY a 

1 

thi~s a he~n~ if an ~uthor writes a heretical bo~k, 
Pl'ot l:lastor etxc himself. That is the trouble ~Ith 
allcl estatio al. At the very start it mal{es ~ti ~ng 
~h· his uns of veneration for Rizal's patnotism 
~i~h t eas npar alleled ser vice to his country, .tor 
to \' thes 011 he should be foremost in our devot~on. 
th(!; et'tai

11 
e Praises to Rizal the document pomts 

ll.o~ <!ontai Passages of the book and states that 
l (!h as an: her esies and impieti es, attacl<s on th~ 
ll.lle~eclteq tl :morals of the Catholic Church-. An 
o, ~edl le n . the bishops 

' h.. ~ i umber of pages where 0 ~0 "-to,. ound th I unted 17 p ~ e p ose passages and co 
~ill a~es ~ges in the Noli M ~ Tange1·e and ove~ 
'i\q!).L still n the E l Filibusterisrno. The Senator 
~ "'ltt t e ' were 

Cl.l'lt b~ t:ernber the old principle •ye 
~ ~e~ ea; e J esuits: Bonurn ex integ?·a causa~ 
~ 0"-'? atol' n~~cumque def ectu. uestion 
q~ti Well RIGO. May I propose mY q . l 

o oll. ~hI ask a very clear and c~tego~l~a­
aaoe..__a el'efore, there is no definite s a e 

ment in that past oral made by the bishops that 
these two books are heretical and impious? 

Senator RECTO. In a subtle and indirect way. 
Senator RoDRIGO. Or that Rizal was heretical or 

impious because words we1·e not used to that effect 
but· those. words were used by the gentleman f rom _ 
Batangas himself. 

Senator RECTO. The gentleman is a great literary 
man, everybody supposes or knows that, and he 
must agree that when one makes a long statement 
trying to demonstrate a particular proposition, a 
conclusion may be dl·awn from the entire statement 
as to what his intention and what his conClusion are. 
Does the gentleman mean to say that in examining 
this pastoral I have to find the ver y -words "here­
tical" and "impious" before forming my j udgment 
that the intention of the writer was to conclude that 
the books are heretical and impious containing, as 
he pretends they do, heretical passages and im­
pieties?> After all, what was the reason for the 
issuance of this pastoral if not to sho·w tlli1.t Rizal's 
books are impious and heretical? If they are not,_ 
why the pastoral, and why the opposition to the 

bill? 
Sen~tor RODRIGO. Mr. President, may I ask the 

question now?l I just asked that question because 
this discussion is being heard by a lot of people, 
this will be broadcast over the radio and among 
those who will listen 90 per cent or 95 per cent 
will not have read the pastoral. 

Senator RECTO. I desire to correct the gentle­
man. It has been published in all the papers, and 
it must have been widely read. 

Senator RoDRIGO. May I be allowed to finish be­
fore I am interrupted? Just as I said a while ago 
in this pastoral there is no direct statement by the 
bishops and that is in fairness to the members of 
the hierarchy ·who, acco1·ding to the gentleman 
from Batangas, are Filipinos and who, according to 
the gentleman from B~tanga~ also, are patriotic 
Filipinos, one of the highest m I'anl{, A1·chbishop 
Rufino Santos, was in Fort Santiago during the 
Japanese occupation fo~ ten months. But in fa_ir­
ness to them, I would like those who have listened . 
to us but who have not rea~ the pastoral to know, 
and I just want to make It ~lear to them, that 
those two words were not directly said in the 
pastoral. Maybe, that is the conclusion of the gen­
tleman from Batangas, but those two wor ds were 
not used in the pastoral. 

Senator RECTO. That is the same conclusion of 
the pastoral and I know that it is the same con­
clusion of Your Honor .. Does Your Honor consider 
these books not heretical '/1 As a Catholic, f rom 
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Senator b f 
nobod ' e ore he was born?" It was a question 
Sen t Y could answer except the Senator and the 
his ~~~.answered it to his own satisfaction telljng 
Now thience what he was before he was born. 
Pal'ati e Senator should know what r eligious pre-

ment in that pastoral made by the bishops that 
these two books are heretical and impious? 

Sen~~ he had at the age of sixt een. · 
have t 0~ RODRIGO. Well, Mr. President, I would 
ta1·y po· ow down to Senator Recto in parliamen­
his opprocedure, in making people here laugh at 
'I'he g onent. May I proceed to the question now? 

entiem Pastoral 
1 

an f rom Batangas ,stated that the 

Senator RECTO. In a subtle and indirect way. 
Senator RODRIGO. Or that Rizal was heretical or 

impious because words were not used to that effect 
but· those. words were used by the gentleman from 
Batangas himself. 

Senator RE(}q'O. The gentleman is a great literary 
man, everybody supposes or knows that, and he 
must agree that when one makes a long statement 
trying to demonstrate a pa1ticular proposition, a 
conclusion may be drawn from the entire statement hooks etter of the bishops condemned the two 

Za! hi:s heretical and impious and condemned Ri­
Pt·essio self as heretical and impious. Now, the im­
'"ho h 11 that that gives to me more so to the man 
b as n t · ' Ook8 , 0 read t he pastoral is · that these two 

as to what his intention and what his conClusion are. 
Does the gentleman mean to say that in examining 
this pastoral I have to fi nd the very -words "here­
tical" and "impious" before forming iny judgment 
that the intention of the writer was to conclude that 
the books are heretical and impious containing, as 
he pretends they do, heretical passages and im­
pieties!' After all, what was t he reason for the 
issuance of this pastoral if not to s11ow that Rizal's 
books are impious and heretical? If they are not, 
why the pastoral, and why the opposition to the 

l, , vere h . . I 'Ulllself erehcal and impious, and that Riza 
l have hwas heretical and impious. My question is, 
gj ere · 11 Ve to th a copy of the pastoral which I sha 
quest the e gentleman from Batangas, may I re­
he l'ead gentleman to point to the pastoral where 
~"el'e c the Portion to the effect that these books 
llnlliou8°11demned because they were heretical and 

c. and n . . . ? 
~enat0 • J:\.lZal also was heretical and Impwus · 

: ·called 1 REcTo. I have plenty of copies of that 
e one Pastoral because Father Mempin sent 

llah • You g 1 s-~> ''et·s cl ' ave me one and I have t 1e new 
tUI! lpp· ' . ,, Y. b Ings. I have r ead this document care-
.rou J.'l O\v -v- • ld 
l dl'a'· ' .l. our Honor what concluswn wou lOt·a} v\1 f r ' 
tj

0 
that ~m . tb e statements made in ~he pas-

~ cottta · cer tam passages of the books In ques­
S ellat0l' l~ed impieties and h~resies? · 

ho0~llato1• RODRIGo . . Is that conclusion there? 
4e

1
• .contai ECTo. If you say, for instance th~t .a 

4e :tical· ns heresy you mean to say that It IS 
tL · 18 a h' and if an ~uthor writes a heretical book, 
'1ls et· t · · tl Pt•ot l>astoi.· e lc himself. That is the trouble WI 

1 

a.qcl estational. At t he very start it makes ~tl·?ng 
"-'hi his u 8 of veneration for Rizal's pah·wtism 
~ftech t eas l1Paralleled service to his country, .for 
to l' thes on he should b.e foremost in our devot~on. 
tql:!~el'tain e Praises to Rizal the document pomts 
lto!nq eontai Passages of the book and states that 
l Cqe a.s an~ heresies and impieties, attacks on th~ 
a.11e~~o eJtecl th morals of the Catholic Church . . An 
o-. <:;eel! e n . the bishops 
~· tq Y f umber of pages where 

So ll Ol·e Pound those passages, and I counted 170 
~ll a~es ~ges in the N oli Me Tange1·e and ove~ 
l<J. st·I ln th . . . Th Senatoi l.l ~~oL l l e El F 'Ll 'Lbusterts'fYI-O. e 
~ "''~t l.'el'U . were 

<l.l'l.(. by th ember the old princ1ple 'Ye 
.t't ~ e J . · teg1·a causa, 

~ '\)e11 e:t q esUits : Bonurn ex 21~ 
r. \'l~y.~ atol· h Uocumque defectu. t' 
' q · h . ~onn ques wn ~ti vv ell reo. May I propose roy . 1 

0ll. ~h 1 ask a very clear and catego~l~a 
oaaoe.._2 erefore, there is no definite s a e-

bill ? 
Sen~tor RODRIGO. Mr. President, may I ask the 

question now?! I just asked that question because 
this discussion is being heard by a lot of people, 
this will be broadcast over the radio and among 
those who will listen 90 per cent or 95 per cent 
will not have r ead the pastoral. 

Senator RECTO. I desire to correct the gentle­
man. It has been published in all the papers, and 
it must have been widely read. 

Senator RODRIGO. May I be allowed to finish be­
fore I am interrupted ? Just as I said a while ago 
in this pastoral there is no direct statement by the 
bishops and that is in fairness to the members of 
the hierarchy who, according to the gentleman 
from Batangas, are Filipinos and who, according to 
the gentleman from B~tanga~ also, are patriotic 
Filipinos, one of the highest m l'ank, Archbishop 
Rufino Santos, was in Fort Santiago during the 
Japanese occupation fo~· ten months. But in fair­
ness to them, I would lil\e those who have listened . 
to us but who have not rea~ the pastOl'al to know, 
and I j ust want to make It clear to them, that 
those two words were not directly said i11 the 
pastoral. Maybe, that is the conclusion of the gen­
tleman from Batangas, but those two words were 
not used in the pastoral. 

Senator RECTO. That is the same conclusion of 
the pastoral and I lmow that it is the same con~ 
Iusion of Your Honor. Does Your Honor consider 

~hese books not heretical '/1 As a Catholic, from 
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the point of view of religion, what -is Your Honor's 
opinion? Are these books heretical? 

Senator RoDRIGO. This is my opinion and this is 
what is stated in the pastoral, and I am going to 
read i~. This is my opinion, tha~ the pastoral ~ays. 
I want to make it clear of what the pastoral ~?ays, 

and it says : 

"Some of Rizal's most cogent insights into the political 
and social order are undoubtedly contained in his two 
novels, Noli Me Tangere and El Filibusterismo. * * * 

" We wish to make it clear thfit insofar as these novels 
give expression to our people's desire for polit ical f reedom 
and a social order based on justice they are not at variance 
with the practical applications of Catholic doctrine to the 
exigencies of the social milieu as it existed a t t he t ime. 
The Catholic Church in itself, as distinJWished f rom the 
human and fallible individuals who compose it, is not, never 
has been, and never will be arrayed against the legit imate 
political and social aspir ations of any people. If it were, 
it should not be what it is called: Catholic, that is univer­
sal. Hence it follows that the clear and even forceful expres­
sion of such aspirations can never be injur ious to the Catho­
lic Church. The aims an~ objectives of that Church, being 
superna tural, are also supra-national; between them and 
national aims, provided these a re in conformity with the 
principles of morality, no conflict is possible." 

Unfortunately, however, these novels written when 
our national hero, estranged for a time from our 
faith and religion, did contradict many of our 
Christian beliefs. Then the pastoral goes on: 

"In these two novels we find passages against Catholic 
Dogma and mo.rals where repeated attacks are made against 
the Catholic r eligion in general, against the possibility of 
miracles, against the doctrine of Purgatory, against the 
Sacrament of Baptism, • • • ." 

Senator RECTO. Those are charges of heresy. 
Senator RoDRIGO. Now, this is what I would like 

to clarify. The Catholic church or the Catholic 
~ier~rchy was very, very respectful to Dr. Rizal 
m th1s pastoral. We can say one thing in differ ent 
ways. The Church says in conclusion that th 
find certain passages are objectionable. Now e~ 
that is the definition of heresy, well and good the 
tha~ i~ heresy~ But what I . would not want to r~ 
mam m the mmds of our people is that the Cathol' 
bisho~s used that very strong and insulting term~ 
heretic. Maybe, the same conclusion was a.rriv d 
at, but couched in very r espectful language out ~f 
respect for the memory of our national hero. 

Senator RECTO. May I answer Your Honor's 
question instead of your answering it. 

Senator RoDRIGO. Yes. I was waiting for the 
gentleman to answer my question, but instead of 

answering my question, the gentleman asks me 
questions. ad 

Senator R ECTO. Your Honor aske? ~e :o r~y 
passages of this pastoral which will JU~bf\ ve 
conclusion that the bishops in the Philippme.s a 

d ·mpiOUS· 
called the books of Rizal heretical an I . n r.{r. 

Senator RoDRIGO. That is not my questiO ' 
President. d me 

Senator RECTO. Your Honor has challenge 
to find in this pastoral these passages · ··ifY mY 

Senator RODRIGO. No, No. Let me cia~ being 
. t ' n IS q~estwn. The meaning of my ques IO . terprets 

distor ted a little the way the gentiernai~ 1nto point 
it. The gentleman says that I asked hUll. to tbe 
out passages in the pastora l which lead ~ 1 ~fY 

1 · heretica · 'i cone ~s1on that the two novels ar~ · there SJJl. 
question, Mr. President, was and IS : Is bisbOP5 

direct statement in the pastor al where t~~heretiC81 
said expressly that t hese two books are . 1 w.llere 
and · · " h pastora. Impious , or any portion of t e 
the bishops . • • J11B!l1 

S t t in 50 . tic'' ena or RECTO. They said so, no ••here 
words, not necessarily by using the words aJ.·e sO· 
or "heretical" but by pr oving that theY 8ssa.geS· 
I will show the gent leman the pertinent ps: 
On page 7, paragraph 10, the pastoral saY c11th_oli~ 

' ' I .... ainst g~t)S{ 
D n these two novels we· find passages a:"e plade ~M o 

ogma and morals, where repeated attacks al possibil e s~­
th_e Catholic r eligion in genera l, a gainst the aiJlst til f!oll' 
nur acles, against the doctrine of Pw:gatory, ~u.nioJl• ~·· 
~::ent o: Baptism, agains t Confession, ~burch P~~~t~ 

' agamst the doctrine of Indulgences, 5a.ct!l-fll .stlll 
the Cate h' ...... ons, c9 c<• c .Ism of Christian Doctrine, sei•" "s11ges. ~ ., 
~nd books of piety. Ther e a re even P;,~ o1J1lll~jJllt> 
t~ubts_ on or covering with conf usion Go ]3le5sed 
ane existence of hell, t he mystery of the Most ~eO 

d the two natures of Christ ." . 1 ~tti> .pJ5• 

Well, . if, according to the pastoral: :R,l!~d "¢0~ilt' 
everythmg in Catholic Dogmas, Falth s~1 J}e~ 
how c y · nt to cil 5 ~n our Honor deny my rig . }loPS jotJ : 
ac_cor dmg to this pastoral, these p lS 

0
d j111P5tli~· 

Rlzal a heretic and his books heretical a toral ·~l 
I will proceed. Paragraph 11 of the pas de d~ic--"j 

, a t 9b .l f 0 
" Simil d1SP.. v o 

worshi arly, _we find passages which. ages lVI e ,s~o<~ 
devot· p especially the veneration of J~aints, ~es, ~!II 

Ion to the Blessed Virgin and the f rosllr eJl pP' 
scapula.rs, cords and habits the praying o s :e1 .he elj)f' 
nas ejacuJ t · , ~rer · v_· .. I! •d 

' a Ions and indulgenced pra.J ~ tbef' ;v-. .,~11 
P.rayers a re . 1 0 r "' a. the oJ •• M me uded such a s the 0 nd fl i«'fl· 
.,.." ary, t he Doxology, the Act of Contri tio~, Ia r i teS'.oces' t?ft 
u.~.ass cerem · Ulfl pJ c5 
of th C onies, baptismal and exeq ... dieS• J)0 t 

e l ' OSS th . d ca•• dO bells d • e use of holy water an . 119 
scorn.~ even the Sacred Sunday obligat iO 
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of ~~ll, after . the above enumeration what is left 

n 
e Catholic Dogma and Morals that-Rizal did 

ot scor d the n an attack, granting the conclusions of 
ceedPastoral to be correct? What is left? I pro-

. Paragraph 12 of the pastoral says: 
. "We also fi d . . . . dtscipr n passag-es that make hght of ecclestastlcal 
Churc~ne, especially in what concerns stole fees, alms to the 
the p

0
' alms in suffrages for the dead, authority of 

Pontifi ~e, excommunication education in Catholic schools, 
ctal · . • . . nunneri Pl'lVileges, Catholic burial, the orgamzation of 

etc." es and monasteries, Confraternities, Third Orders, 

Pa'rsthoese are the actual findinO's according to the 
ral f "' ' . · teadin ' rom its author's serene and impartial 

findin g of the two novels . On the basis of sa1d 
hooks gs, 1 said that the pastoral has called Rizal's 

'or p . · and l k assages ther eof heretical and unpwus, 
80btiety :ow that in doin~ so, I even spolte with 

Senat nd I made an understatement. 
fore, rn~r RODRIGO. May I proceed now? There­
Dastot· 

1 
question has been answered that in the 

~Deci-n: s;hel'e is no direct and definite statement, 
18 an th atement. That has been answered. That 

w·Senato; 1 want, because as I said . . · 
• , 1th that R~cTo. But what has Your Honor pro~e~ 
hetesy•• PqlUt. Supposing that the very woid-=­
~at the and "impiousness" have not been use.d, 
, at th Pastol'al says includes them, and moJe. 
~01'ds U: Pastoral says is more than what th.ese 

Senat Ply, 
~elltletn~~ RoDRIGO. There are words, distinguished 
Of :Senato from Batangas which do not sound · · · 
1q the ll:s REcTo. Unless 'the passages I ha~e rearl lt: collclu t?ral are withdrawn, I cannot withdra\: 

~etica} 810n. that the bishops called these book;:; 
tita enato

1
.and unpious. . 

aa t, bee RoDRIGO. Well I just wanted to clarifY 
ltte b ause th ' . . · ht be the the Ut ere are words wht'ch mig . ·t 

lliat.eal·s a words which might be use~ whiCh hul 
t~i esllect lld which might be considered as absolu{e 
~~ l ..... fol· Dr. Jose Rizal and that is the on y 

h. ~'io YVOUld 1' , 
'<tall. \\r, lllay Ike to clarify. entle-
baat i1·oll1 

13 
1 go to m y next question. The g tl . 

~h ol'al ,.. atangas made the statement that us 
~s -11 ,. as · ·ely per-
~ -~.olio . Signed by the bishops by mer 

b eq Wino- F • 
~ tl:t ato:r R 6 ather Cavanna. . d 

bist e bi"'h EcTQ. I did not say that it was slgne 
h.. 'lOh " op · d by anY 
'<tehtt'' b.... s. In fact it is not s1gne ., " an b ' · · state-t~~eq Of the Y ody: It simply says It IS a 

ts \ atot }{ Catholic hie1·archy. . that 
~e "as ODRIGo. Well the presumption IS 

t"tleal\tlatol. a:Pl'oved by the Catholic hierarchY· h 
b~ ''c ElCTo. Well I do not know wha~ ttheyt 

ath li ' ti·on IS a 0 c h ierarchy': The ques 

I have not seen any signature under the document, 
and it is an open secret that it was Father Cavanna 
who wrote it. 

Senator RODRIGO. In fairness to the membe1·s of 
the Philippine hierarchy who aTe our countrymen 
and whom we will not deny patriotism and a 
certain amount of wisdom, most of them are Doc­
tors of Divinity, theologians, now before m aking 
that insinuation or accusation, did the gentleman 
from Batangas . . . 

Senator RECTO. What is the accusation? I pro­
test against your assumption, because the1·e is no 
accusation involved in my statement that they 
adopted as their own the draft prepared by Father 
Cavanna. What is the charge? 

Senator RODRIGO. The accusation is that it is an 
open secret that it was only Father Cavanna who 
prepared this pastoral. 

Senator RECTO. I did not exactly say it was only 
Father Cavanna who prepared the pastoral, or the 
draft thereof; he may have been helped by others; 
but as I was told by a distinguished lady of the 
Catholic movement, and I will give you the name, 
Father Cavanna was the one who was preparing it . 

Senator RODRIGO. Will you give the name, please? 
Senator RECTO. Mrs. J osefa Estrada. She ask ad 

me to wait for this document because it was stiil 
being written by Father Cavanna. I asked her 
who was Father Cavanna because I did not know 
reallY who Father Cavanna was and she answered: 
"Oh, he is a very wise theologian, a philosopher." 
And I said, "All right, there is time for that, 
because we are still holding public hearings ; we 
would be very glad to 1·ead it." 

Senator RODRIGO. Now, but let me clarify that 
in justice to the members of ~ur hierarchy. From 
my own knowledge, I would hke to state that the 
Philippine hierarchy appointed a committee of Fili­
pino theologians, and by .the way, Father Cavanna 
is a F ilipino, to study this matter. 

Senator RECTO. Was Father de la Costa in that 

comittee? 
Senator RoDRIGO. No, Father de Ia Costa is now 

in the United States, but there was one Jesuit, 
Father Ledesma; there was. one Filipino S.V.D. 

1 
forgot his name; but ~ ~hmk they were about 

five or six who made a JOmt study of these two 
novels, then they reported the findings to the 

bishops. 
Senator RECTO. Was the committee headed by 

Father Cavanna? 
Senator RoDRIGO. I do not think so. It was 

beaded by a bishop. 

, , 
• 
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Y . Honor kn°"' Senator RECTO. Who was the bishop? Senator RODRIGO. vVell, does om . Father 
. . sent ,vhen Senator RODRIGO. I do not know. · It was either for sure whether she "as p1e 

Bishop Reyes or Bishop Gonzaga. Cavanna " ·as prepara ing it? . t that. 
· Sen~tor RECTO. Did tb e bishops meet in council? Senator RECTO. I did not inquire ab~~d not in· 
Senator RoDRIGO. They met. Senator RoDRIGO. In the same ·way I · 
Senator RECTO. In Manila? qui re. to 

1· you · Senator RODRIGO. I do not know. I think it was Senator RECTO. Well, I did not as '- O'e our own 
in Manila. Senator RODRIGO. Let us j ust exchan., 

Senator RECTO. All the bishops ? knowledge. . not asl{ yotl 
Senator RoDRIGO. Only Filipino bishops, because Senator RECTO. Your Honor, I did d to estDb· 

there are some bishops who are not F ilipino. to make inquiries about that. I wa~:.e JwowJedge· 
Senator RECTO. Yes, I h"now ; all the F ilipino lish the nature and character of yo ,het]1ef you 

bishops came here for that meeting? That is all. I am not interested :' 
~senator RODRIGO. I cannot say that all of them, were present at those councils. . to tell th~ 

but if not all, most of them. Senator RODRIGO. But I -\vould hlc:ou~·ce of ~~ 
Senator RECTO. Most of them ? Can I have the ?entlema~ from Batangas that t~e. ble in so cil 

names '?' mformatwn about this is more 1 ella . the cot.IJI 
Senator RoDRIGO. I do not know the . names. ~s the knowledge of what is going on 111 the 

. Senat?r RECTO. B~t the ?e~tleman gives us ~he 1s concerned. attacJdllg 
1mpress10n that he 1s f urmshmg the Senate w1th Senator RECTO. Is the gentle1nan t ·ada? t 
SOJJle information of his own knowledge and 1 credibility of Mrs. Josefa GonzaJez Es 

1 
saY ttlll. 

have not disputed the opportunities that the gen- Sen t R N I d not but I -o5trlld!l 
. l · . a or ODRIGO. 0 0 • 1\/fl'S · P tleman has had to have th1s nnd of mf01·mation my inf t . ' 

1
. ble than .lY.J. • •

8 Senator RODRIGO. I am only giving the lmowledg~ I di'd ort·man tlhs mt orh·e 1:e 1a t 1.eJiable. 
1 

el' ".)le1

1
t 

· kn 1 d no say a s e IS no f rt 1 -o' m so far as my owe ge r eaches ; now I cannot S to . R .11 ·nquire u ollt ~ 
be expected to give informat ion ·where my know I- she en at h1 .ECTO. vV :n, I w

1
1 ~ll tell }iel' 11b

511
e 15· , t 

d l h b t k . go er mformat10n WI han pe· e ge no onger reac es, u my now ledge up to cla · th t · . f ·med t n1'f ,,. 
that. Im a you are better m Ol to to l.l , 

. Senator RODRIGO N v maY I go J'l{e Jll11t 
Senator RECTO. So the gentleman was not pre- q t · " · 0 ' . ' I would 1 pot 1r 

sent at the meeting of the bishops? ues Ion, and Mr. P resident, 
1 1

.e do .,., stlt
1 . noun th . 1' gs 1e I !W " ' 

Senator RODRIGO. Of course not. It would not ter ce at my p.e.rsonal fee In even if t hereeed 
be p1·oper for a layman or a Senator of th' R . · 1 am defendmg a cause, rn jllS 

1 0 Jl 
public to be present at the meeting of the b -~~ e- Jected to any lund of ridicule I a eople '"

1 
.Jj' 

I ops. present a d t def d the P ,.,v Senator RECTO. It woqld not have been proper · t b ca.use an o en iS • 
but Your Honor could have been present just the 0 S e defended. . 

1
_ £L1lybod'f ro'''' 

same. . enator RECTO. I do not thm '- . 1" ~~~~ 
Senator RoDRIGO. No, Senator Recto, I was not culSing the Senator. . d all of tll~!~tl~5e<' present. - enator RODRIGO. I do not m1n ? 'l'he "' pil 
Senator RECTO. So your knowledge on this mat- ·may I go to my next question· lJ.•eadY 

ter is pure hearsay. stated that·· these two books were g, til 
Senator. RODR~GO. In so far as the existence of upon dur ing t he Spanish time. }JY 

the committee Is concerned and in so far as the Senator RECTO .. No, no, no. church bllt ·'' i~ 
knowledge of the gentleman f rom Batangas whi h Senator RODRIGO. Not by the ,,:rJ'ol\l 
_is likewise hearsay from M1·s. J osefa Gon~al~z sort of committee. 'flte '(]JI1 of 
Estrada. Senator RECTO. N 0 , no, neithel'·Cltl-0stl;~sor~Jt11 

Senator RECTO. It was not hearsay. I had dir t t~e o_nly book passed upon by t he of pf~ J.'d-5 
conversation with her . ec Sitario ~e Santo Tomas composed sp£Lll1£t 

Senator RODRIGO. Yes, but Mrs. Josefa Gonzal the Umversity. They were all .. 
Estrada was not present . Did she tell the gentl: Dominicans. 

11
,..,Toli'' ? ~~~~~~~ 

man that she was present ? Senator RODRIGO. Only the J." ~o~ e .,1,1 • 

Se t t t" ·eJ' •1 

Senator RECTO. ~he told me that Father Ca- na or RECTO. Yes. tb£1 t&'1 .,,,, 

vanna was preparmg t he draft of the pastoral Senator RODRIGO. Is it not tru~1:fiJ ib1JS 9tel'J- it 
Bhe did not tell me that she was present at th~ was written way ahead of the :fi1iDt.1 

bishops' counciL Senator REcTo. Of course ''E1 

Was WI·itten after the 11N oli" · 
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th Se,:1Nato~· RODRIGO . . About five or six years after 
e oh"? 

Pa~tenaftor RECTO. "El Fi libusterismo" is the second 
• o the"N 1·" ·tt in o 1 • I think the "Noli" was Wl'l en 

the 
18~~· but the first copy arrived in Manila by 

"E! ;:
1
. die of _1887, and if my memory is correct, 

S Ibustensmo" was printed in 1891. 
. enator Ro .d that th DIU GO. Now, and Your Honor sa1 

e "N 1'" ·tt for st d 0 1 was submitted to this comm1 ee 
S u Y and conclusion? 

\ler
8
e1·ntat?r RECTO. Yes fir st to the Claustro Uni-

ario f ' the Opi . 0 the University of Santo Tomas, then 
on to ~on or report of this committee was passed 
lllatter t eneral Terrero, who referred the whole 
headed ~ the "Comisi6n Perm anente de Censura'' 
'"ho took Y an ~gustinian f ather, Salvador Font, 

Sen charge of preparing another report. 
'h ator R t ~ en th " 00RIGO. I s the gentleman sure tha 
~e, th: N"_o~i" referred' to that committ~e a_t that 
nd alt F'lhbusterismo was already d1str1buted 
Sen eady known? 

\\• ator R t n as by th ECTo. It was not yet published. Tha 
18~0 \v e end of 1887 and as I said, FILIBUSTE-

. Senat as not Pr inted befo; e 1891. 
11lth or Ron tat d 
11 

e Sp . Rico. Because the gentleman s e 
\t~ the :!Ush t ime only the NOLI was printed bt~t 
st en thisiLIBUSTERISMO. The reason for that IS 

~tJlldy, on! Was submitted to the committee for 
8'~'!!:~1s~8Y t he NOLI was in existence, but the FILl-
S lv!O \ hay enat

01
• . va'S not yet in existence. 

it e take REcTo. But the friars and bishops could 
th \\>as d ·11 a.ction against the FILIBUSTERISMO when 
llie ~OL1 18h1buted and circulated five years after 

~al and fi . t . of to a · li'to ve years before the execu wn. 
~ et on t~ 1891 to 1896 they had plenty of time 

~it:llator e FILIBUSTERISMO. 
t~ ee tel RonRIGO. But the fact is since the com­
\\ta~ ~0t1 ~:se~ its report regarding the book, onlY 
ll()t sublnitt :s In existence and, therefore, the NOLI 
~ ~et :SUb ed_ to them, and the FILIBUSTERISMO. was 
t. ell"t nutted? 
'V « 01• :a . 

~;0t"tl~~to1.· RECTo. That is correct as a fact. 
\\>a.~ lttee on~IGO. The gimtlen1an stated that t~e 
t-~J · tt· arrived . thei·e Thrs llti ea8011 at two concluswns · . t 
t ~ 011· against Mother Spain and agams 
It ell 
~t'eti atol.. ~ . s- . but as 
~ eal ECTo. Not only agamst pam, 

{!t. ell all.d . 
q le•• ato1• :a llh.pious. " . 
llqiq aqd .,.onRiao. At that time the words. hteli-
t. ~a 1lll.,...1. , 1 sed m 1e it ovell · .t' ous were express Y u 
t4 atol.· :a 

e ~elltieECTo. Well, I have the documen.t here, 
llla11. wants me to read it agam. 

Senator RODRIGO. I heard it already. It is very 
clear, and the gentleman made a distinction between 
that pronouncement and the pastoral now. 

Senator RECTO. May I complete my answer? 
Those pronounceme!lts, those findings, made by 
friars were milder pronouncements if compared 
to those made by our own bishops. 

Senator RoDRIGO. May I continue. The gentle.: 
man from Batangas made the statement, and may 
I r equest that I just be allowed to finish the 
question: I am so inexp.erienced in this thing, and 
am so young in .politics. I am j ust requesting a 
little leeway. 

Senator RECTO. I will ask the gentleman to make 
the same concession, to allow me to complete my 
2.nswer. I ·was not interrupting him. 

Senator RODRIGO. May I go to my question now, 
I am not a parliamentarian. When my question is 
interrupted, I lose the tread of thought. 

Senator RECTO. The gentleman is an excellent 
parliamentarian, and I think that is the unanimous 
opinion of this body. 

Senator RODRIGO. Except me. I consider myself 
not even a parliamentarian at all. Mr. President, 
may I continue. The gentleman stated that there 
is a difference between that pronouncement then, 
and the pronouncement now. While in the pro­
nouncement made during the Spanish times the 
books were considered against Spain, as treasonous 
against Spain, they ar.e ~ow considered as heroic, 
nationalistic an.d patrrotrc. Now, I am sure the 
gentleman from Batangas :vill agree with me that 
the reason for the change IS because of the change 
in circumstances. At that time we were under 
Spain, and the committee ~ssigned to study the 
books was composed of Spamards. So they look~d 
t it f rom the point of view of Spain, and they 

a onsidered them against Spain; while now the 
c storal was prepared by Filipino bishops, and 
pa b 1 t · t · · they considered the oo cs as pa no rc, mstead of 

impious. . . 
Senator REC:TO. Heretical,. JUSt the same. 
Senator RODRIGO. There IS a change from the 

point of view of naMt ionalismt'· not_ froWhm ~he point of 
·ew of r aligion. Y ques 1on IS: 1le there is 

VI ta d' change in circums nces regar mg our country 
~olitically, while there is a change in the nationalit'; 
of the people, was t here ~ny change in the dogma 
or teachings of the Cat~ohc church, and was there 

y change in the wordmg of these books? 
an Senator RECTO. The change is that these friars 

ho called the books heretical were milder in their 
w ·onouncements · than the Filipino bishops who 
pi Id. not have been bishops had it not been for 
wou •t ' 
Rizal and his Wl'I mgs. 
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thSenator RODRIGO . . About five or six years after 
e "N I'"? 0 l . 

Pa~;nator REcTo. "El Filibusterismo" is the second 
in 18~~ the"N oli". I think the "Noli" was written 
the . ' but the first copy arrived in Manila by 
"Ei ~~die of 1887, and if my memory is correct, 

S hbusterismo" was printed in 1891. 
· enator Ro ·d that th Dru:co. Now, and Your Honor sa1 

e "N l '" 'tt fo1· st o I was submitted to this comm1 ee 
S Udy and conclusion? 

Vet
3
e
1
·ntat?r REcTo. Yes first to the Claustra Uni-
ario f ' the Opi . 0 the University of Santo Tomas, then 

on to ~on or report of this committee was passed 
lllatter eneral Ten·ero, who referred the whole 
headed ~ the "Comisi6n Permanente de Censura'' 
11'ho t ky an Agustinian father Salvador Font, 

00 cha ' Sen rge of preparing another report. 
'~hen ~~or ,,RODRIGO. Is the gentleman sure that 
!ttne, th: N?~i" referred' to that committ~e a.t that 
lld air Flhbusterismo was already distnbuted 
Sen eacty known? 

''' ator RE Tl t n as by th 'CTo. It was not yet published. 1a 
18~0 ,,. e end of 1887 and as I said, FILIBUSTE-

~as n t . ' 
. Senat 0 Prmted before 1891. 
In ° l' R d n the s . ODRIGO. Because the gentleman state 
,
1
i the P~nlsh t ime only the NOLI was printed bt~t 

st en thi LIBDSTERISMO. The reason for that IS 

nt;lldy, onls Was submitted to the committee for 
81'~IS\•Y the NOLI was in ex-istence, but the FILl-
S "'l0 Was ha\> enat0 l' . not yet in existence. 

it e take ltEcTo. But the friars and bishops could 
th '\>as d .n a.ction against the FILIBUSTERISMO when ltt ~0Lt 1stnbuted and circulated five years after 

~al and fi t' n of to · li'l·o ve years before the execu 10 
. 

S<let On t~ 1891 to 1896 they had plenty of time 
~itt.enator e FILIBDSTERISMO. . _ 
t~ ee t·el ItoDRIGo. But the fact is smce the corn 

'1\><1 ~Ot.r eased its report reg-arding the book, only 
q ll sllb \\'as i . . the NOLl ot lO.itt n existence and, therefoi e, 

S J1et SUb ed. to them, and the FILIBUSTERISMO. was 
Sella to . nutted? 

~ eh_ t ~ll;c f t 01'tt ';ttol· :a To. That is correct as a ac · 
'1\><lsll.qttee 00Rico. The gentleman stated that ~e 
~~~i~ tl·eas atri\'ed at tvvo conclusions there. ~ IS 

-:.~oh on a . , d agamst 
~ ' 1• gainst Mother Spam an 

1)\\ ellat 
tet· Ot· ~ 
~e 1Cal and'~To. Not only against Spain, but as 

~ti~·· llat01• h 1lllpious. 
''ll -l\.OD d "her-Qiq a.nq ''i R~co. At that time the wor 5

• the 
· ~\\ !it:~. 111Plous" were expressly used m 
If lla.t tq Ol• ~ 

e ~elltleli:CTo. Well, I have the do.cumen.t here, 
lnan wants me to read It agalll· 

Senator RoDRIGO. I heard it already. It is very 
clear, and the gentleman made a distinction between 
that pronouncement and the pastoral now. 

Senator RECTO. May I complete my answer? 
Those pronounceme!lts, those findings, made by 
friars were milder pronouncements if compared 
to those made by our own bishops. 

Senator RoDRIGO. May I continue. The gentle-' 
man from Batangas made the statement, and may 
I request that I just be allowed to fin ish t he 
question: I am so inexp.erienced in this thing, and 
am so young in politics. I am just requesting a 
little leeway. 

Senator RECTO. I wili ask the gentleman to make 
the same concession, to allow me to complete my 
answer. I was not interrupting him. 

Senator RODRIGO. May I go to my question now, 
I am not a parliamentarian. When my question is 
interrupted, I lose the tread of thought . 

Senator REcTO. The gentleman is an excellent 
parliamentarian, and I think that is the unanimous 
opinion of this body. 

Senator RoDRIGO. Except me. I consider myself 
not even a parliamentarian at all. Mr . President, 
may I continue. The gentleman stated that there 
is a difference between that pronouncement then, 
and the pronouncement now. While in the pro­
nouncement made during the Spanish t imes the 
books were considered against Spain, as treasonous 
against Spain, they a~:e ~ow considered as heroic, 
nationalistic an.d patrwbc. Now, I am sure the 
gentleman from Batangas will agree with me that 
the reason for the change is because of the change 
in circumstances. At that time we were undet 
Spain, and the committee ~ssigned to study the 
books was composed of Spamards. So they look~d 
t it from the point of view of Spain, and t hey 

a nsidered them against Spain; while now the 
c~storal was prepared by Filipino bishops, and 
~ey conside1·ed the books as patriotic, instead of 

impious. . . 
Senator REC::TO. Heretlcal, JUSt the same. 
Senator RODRIGO. There is a change from the 

point of vie~ . of naMtionalismt'. not. f~·oWlm ~he point ~f 
view of rshgwn. Y ques IOn IS·. ule there Is 

hange in circumstances regardmg ouT country 
~o~tically, while there is a change in t~1e nationalit-".1 
of the people, was there ~ny change m the dogma 
or teachings of the Cat~ohc church, and was there 
anY change in the wordmg of ~1ese books? 

Senator RECTO. The cha.nge Is that. these friars 

h called the books heretical were :pulder in theh· 
w 0 th F'l' . b. ·onouncements· than e 1 1pmo 1shop-s who 
p: ld. not have been bishops had it not been for 
'"ou ·t· Rizal and his WI'l mgs. 

..... 
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Senator RODRIGO. But has there been a change in 
the Catholic dogmas and Catholic teachings during 
those times and now? 

Senator RECTO. If there has been a change in the 
dogmas, the gentleman should know better than I. 

Senator RODRIGO. Apparently_, the gentleman 
wants me to answer my own question. There 
has been no change in dogmas. 

Senator RECTO. Where did the Senator acquire 
that knowledge? 

Senator RoDRIGO. I acquired that from the Ate­
neo de Manila where the gentleman also studied. 

Senator RECTO. I was not the recipient of that 
benefit. 

Senator RODRIGO. That is my stand now on the 
basis of my own knowledge, and I do not look for 
disagreement, other people might disagree. I will 
not compel other people might agree with me but 
that is my own knowledge. 

Senator RECTO. I am not so su1·e if there have 
been changes. But there was a time, according 
to Catholic doctrine, when the earth was flat, and 
the sun was moving around the earth. Now, the 
church has yielded to science, and has accepted 
the principle first espoused by Galileo that the 
earth is round and it moves around the sun. Now, 
may I remind Your Honor that Joan of Arc was 
burned a t the stake as a heretic? One of the 
charges was that she pretended to hear "voices", 
in dir~ct communication with heaven, through St. 
Catherine, and not · through the ministers of the 
church. She was burned at th_e stake, by order of 
the Church. The case was reviewed by -order of 
'the Holy Father . twenty-five yea1·s later. The 
whole process was re-examined, with the result 
that the Vatican pronounced Joan of Arc, ortho­
dox, not heretical. Sh01·tly after 1906 Joan of 
Ar c was beatified, and twenty years ago, she was 
cat:onized. Apparently, there has been a change 
of dogmas, because she was 01·dered burned by 
the Holy Inquisition as a heretic, guilty of heresy 
for communicating directly with God, instead of 
through the ministers of the Church. But exactly 
on the same facts she was pronounced 01'thodox by 
the same institution that had burned her as a 
heretic. 

Senator RoDRIGO • . Gentleman from Batangas, may 
I clarify that that IS not a matter of dogma, that 
is a matter of appreciation of facts. As a matter 
of fact, there are several other facts. 

Senat<;>r RECTO. By the way the gentleman is 

talking about this matter, he makes me suspect 

t" of this 
that he has had a hand in t~e pre~ara 10~. ute to 
pastoral. And I think that IS paymg a ti ~~e the 
the gentleman. I do not · mean to derl 
gentleman. t I had 

Senator RODRIGO. I would like t? state th~ If 1 
no part in the preparation of this pastora · been 
had a part in this pastoral, that would. have about 
my suggestion, which I declared publiclY, been 
having footnoted editions which would har thing 
incorporated in the pastoral. Now, the on y was s 
I wanted to clarif y is this, that if there council 
similarity or identity of findings of th~ no\1, it 
?uring the Spanish times and the Ch~rc have not 
Is because the Catholic dogma and faith ged but 
changed and the book itself has not chan Cat}loJiC 
to show that the people have changed, the hOW to 
bishops who are Filipinos and who kno~ ·sagreed 
a~ide by the changing circ~msta~ces U:ev ill 8 

w1th the findings of the Spamsh fnars 
display of nationalism. that tbe 

Senator R ECTO. That is very unusu~\n 8nd tll~ 
Filipino bishops should speak of patriotlS 3gaill5 

Spanish friars should speak of · treaso~e b0°1<
5t 

S . . 'th . f the sa . t}lll pam, m ei er case on the basis o uaJ 1l'l '{· 

Senator RODRIGO. There is nothing u?~0ps to~~? 
and there is nothinO' unusual in the blS...., sa1lll 

o I a~~ May I be allowed to ·finish what Ji 
There is nothing unusual in tha t. a1·ticV19r 

S~nat.or RECTO. Is there anything p gl' 
mentonous in that? 1 l:!8 tll' 

Senator RODRIGO. Mr. President, m:!·e iS lldiS' 
lowed to finish what I am saying? 'f. r£~.rch1 0jJ1~ 
ing unusual in the members of our ~18 regar ect, 
agr· · · · d cis1on · ,gp ·~ eemg With the Friars on their e . al ",;1tel' th twn 'J ,. e 

e works of Rizal. From the ~a t'b~t. ~ 
I a~ree there is nothing unusual 1nd be tb8 tll8 

findmgs on the religious aspect shoul tnen °11 

as the findings of . these Spaniards A of 
1. . d..., I 

re 1g10us aspect. .pncliflj:ti~D 

Sen~~o~· RECTO. May I say that .th:gtLiflst 
0 the Fihpmo bishops are more sevei~·£l.rs? .

1
jpi11 

than the findings of the Spanish ft l .. ,.,e lfl.Ji11~; 
S t · of v• ~oJ J} 

. ena or RODRIGO. But the findmgs tbe jtl~ 111 
bishops are more specific, but as tobe JiSteJJ 1 ~'·til 
I ~·e~uest everybody here who maY stortLl· 9st0~11,1 
this Is broadcast to please read the pad t:be p tl '' t· 
?0 t argue on that anyn).ore, just rea llltJ.·trfl~jdeJltO 
Ill fairness and . in justice to our co~ ·. f ! tiotl .;C 

are the bishops of ou1• hierarchY· 
1 ~ttefll Jl~ 

the g.entleman from Quezon called Jll~~ bllt 
the fa t th . . ' •cJoC.I'-. c at It Is already one 0 • 
·still some questions I want to ciarlfY'· 



--------- --- -

SENATE 1045 

SUSPENSI6N DE LA SESI6N 

Ini~e~ator PRIMICIAS. Mr . President, with t he per­
an ~Ion of the t wo gentlemen who ar e engaging in 
n Inter change of ideas, I wish to state t hat it is 
c~~ o~e o'clo~k p . m. an d without pr ejudice to 
1 nUing t hen· interesting tirades this aft erpoon, 
ti request that we stispend discussion of t his ques-
0~ until five .o'clock. 

sionh·e PRESIDENT. If t her e is no objection, t he s.es­
E ls suspended until five o'clock this afternoon. 

?·a la 1 :05 p • ?n. 

REANUDACI6N DE LA SESI6N 
Se rea d E:l p nu a la sesi6n a las 5:80 p. m . 

RESIDENTE. Se reanuda la sesi6n. 

S 
MOCI6N PRIMICIAS 

enat0 • p · . suspend 1 RIMICIAS. Mr. P r esident , this n?on we 
tight ed t he session of t h e Senat.e r eserVIng the 
Senat 0: the distinguished gentleman from Buladm, 
tletna O): Rodr igo, t o continue interpella ting t he g.en­
tion : f rom Batangas and that t he said cont inua­
tinuat~:elcl t his aft ernoon. I ask that that con­
lneanti be postponed until t omorrow. In . the 
lneas me we can proceed considering these varwus 

Ures. 'l'h ln the . calendar of the Senate today. 
lnoti~ p: ESIDENT. If t here is no obj ection to t~e 
cal't ied. n the par t of t he Senate, the same IS 

(The?·e w as none. ) 

C0NSIDERACI6N DEL C. R. NO. 2896 

Senat ( Continu:acion ) 
'"e 01· PR k t hat '!' l'esurne IMI?IAS. Mr. President, I ~ow as 896. 

he sp consideration of H ouse Bill No. ? ~ent 0nsor f . d' t 'nguished le:r.n o t h1s m easure was the IS I 
SJ;lo an fr . He was 
th, ns0l'in o:n Mamla and Pampanga.. . . t ion 

et.eof g t h1s -Qleasure wh en the considel a 
Olh- · Was be r ec-

<> ltlzed sus pended. I ask that he now 
'l'h, . 

tioh e l?REsr idera­
tle ' ! Of H: DENT. T he resumption of the cons n-

ltlan f ouse Bill No 2896 is in order. The ge 
~ to · th floor. 

di ellatol' m Manila and P ampanga has e el'e 
th scussin P(TyAT. Mr. President, when we w h 
h.l·e ~entl g this bill after m y sponsorshiP speec d' 

a ellla f , expresse 
b~l'h.oDDosit' n r om Iloilo, Senator Lopez, ·tt d that 
tqe aDs h' lon to this bilL Now he adnn e d­
ot ll.t ts 'Wh~shopposition will be solved bY thedamen1·es 

h. 1c I h d ' t ··bute coP l\
0

\ e a
111 

ave pr epared. I IS 1 1 II ' lo 
to ~asks t~ndrnents and t he gentleman .fr~m ~~h 

stl.ldy theat he be g iven a few days within w 
se amendments. 

(1., 'l'Q.el' l\10CI6N DE APLAZAMIENTO . 
'~Ss· efot f the diS· 

10lJ. Of e ~ ask f or the postponeroent 
0 

thls bill unt il n ext W ednesdaY· 

S~nator PRIMICIAS. Mr. President, I second the 
motlon of the gentleman f rom Manila · and Pam­
panga to postpone consideration of this bill until 
Wednesday. 

The PRESIDENT. If ther e is no objection on the 
part of the Senate, the motion is carried. (There 
was none.) 

SEGUNDA LECTURA Y (X)NSIDERACI6N DEL 
C. R. NO. 26 76 

Senator PRIMICIAS. Mr . President, I nq:w ask that 
we consider House Bill No. 2676 . 

The PRESIDENT. Consideration of House Bill No. 
2676 is now in order. The Secretary will please 
r ead the bill. 

The SECRETARY : 
ELECTION CODE OF THE PHILIPPINES 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Hott.Se of Representatives 
of the Philippines in Cong1·ess assembled: 

.ARTICLE I.-General P1-ovisions · 
S ECTION 1. [Short] Title.-This Act shall be known and 

cited as the [Revised] E lection Code OF THE PHILIPPINES. 

(R. A. 180- 1) 
S EC. 2. [Elections governed by this< Code] 4 PPICABILITY 

OF THIS ACT.-All elections of public OFFI CIALS [officers by 
the people] and all vot ings in connection with plebiscites 
shall be conducted in [ conformity with the p rovisions of 
this Code] THE 1\iANNER PROVIDED BY THIS ACT AND BY SUCH 
RULES AND REGULATIONS I SSUED BY THE COMl\fiSSION ON ELEc­
TIONS [JN PURSUANCE THEREOF] . (C. A. 357- 1; R. A. 

18Q-2) 
SEC. 3. Supe1'1Jision of elections.-THE PROVISIONS OF ANY 

(EXISTING~ LAW TO :HE CON~Y N<n:'~THSTANDING, the 
Commission on Elections shall [tn additiOn to the powers 
and functions conferred upon it by the Constitution,] have 
direct and EXCLUSIVE [ immediate] supervision AND CONTROL: 

(A) Over ( the] NATIONAL, provincial, CITY, municipal, 
[ and city] AND MUNICIPAL DIS'£RlCT officia ls REQUIRED [ des­
ignated] by law to perfoi'm duties r elative to the conduct 
of elect ions, IN T HE PERFORMANCE THEREOF; 

) 
oVE R NATIONAL A ND LOCAL OFFICIALS, INCLUDIN G 

JfsERS OF ANY (LOCAL OR) NATIONAL OR LOCAL LAW EN­
M ORCEMENT AGENCY [OR] A ND INSTRUMENTALITY OF THE 
F VERNMENT, WHEN DESIGNATED OR APP OINTED BY THE 
~gl\!liUSSION ON ELECTIONS AS ITS DEP UTIES OR REPRESENT­
ATIVES R,NLATIVEl '1'0 THE CO!IDUCT OF ELECTIONS. [THE] 
AND sAID oFFICIALS AND MEMBERS OF ANY [LOCAL OR] NA-

NAL Oil LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY AFOREMEN­
TIONED [SHALL PERFOR.~ THEffi DUTIES AS THE LAW OR 
TIOE col\IMISSION ON ELECTIONS MAY DETERMINE AND] 
TH LL, WHEN SO REQUIRED BY THE COMMISSION, PROCEED 
SH~EDIATELY TO THE DESIGNATED TERRITORY OR AREA TO 
Illl~ CH THEY MAY BE ASSI~NED AND NOT LEAVE NOR TRANS­
WHI FROM sUCH TERRITORY OR AREA TO ANOTHER, DURING 
FER ~LECTION p ERIOD. WITHOUT THE APPROVAL OR CON­
~:T OF THE COI\1MISSION ON ELECTION S. 

(It] THE coMMISSIO~ ON ~LECTIONS ?nay ~pend [ from 
the erfonnance of satd duties] nny [ of satd] official [ s] 

lR]lED TO IN THE PRECEDING PARAGRAPHS FROM THE 
RE~po.RM.4NCE OF HIS DUTIES, who [ shall] VIOLATES THE 

~~ECTION LAW OR fa~B to comply ~ith its instrucflion8, 

d 8 
decisions or ruhngs; am.d appotnt [their temporary] 

0ror, . .J • d' HIS ubstitute [ s], a?u.• ltpon ? econwton atwn of the Co·m-
. ~on tke President of the PhiUppines OR T HE CORRE­

m:tsst ' 




