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has co 'd d b ns1 ere the same and has the honor to r eport it 
a;~a to . the Senate with t he following recommendation: 

t It be approved wi thout amendment. 

Respectfully ·submitted , 
(Sgd.) PEDRO SABIDO 

Chairman 
C01mnitte.e on Banks, C01·porati01ts 

and Franchises 
The Honorable 

~he _PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE 
u!anlla 

EI p -
. RESIDENTE. AI calendario de asuntos ordinar1os. 

El SECRETARIO: 

b (lnforme Numero 968) "'l'. Pr 'd esi ent: 

The Comrn·t 
Which wa 1 tee on Banks, Corporat ions and Franchises t o 
traduced ~ r~ferred House Bill No. 4642, 3rd C. R. P., in-

y ongressmen Tolentino and Francisco, entitled: 

at A:u~t granting Mr. Ricardo P. Ocampo, residing 
~izal, p~~i o~e hundred forty C. Francisco Makati, 
Instau P~mes, a t emporary permit to construct, 

• establish d . . tadiotele an operate public radiOtelephone and 
relay st grt_aph coastal stations, with the corresponding 
I a Ions and bl' fi . and tnob'l ' . pu Ic xed and pubhc base and 
0 f_ tadiot

1 ~ stations for the reception and transmission 
Within the e;~.o~e . and radiotelegraph communications 
~·adiotele~a h Ihppmes not at present served by public 
In lurnbe P and/ or radiotelephone systems such as 
1ish· r and rn· · Ing and . mmg concessions, farms, deep sea 

has Isolated municipalities 
b con · , 
ack Sldered th 
'l'h to the S e same and has the honor t o report it 

at it be enate with the following recommendation: 

~l' 

:n. approved Without amendment . 
esPectf U 

u Y submitted 
. ' 

(Sgd.) PEDRO SABIDO 

Chairma11 
Committee on Banks, Co?1Jorations 

and Franchises 

· ~re · (lnf 
'l'he 111dent: orrne Numero 969) 

to \"'h Contnu 
illt ich ttee on B 

l'od11 '"'as ref anks, Corporations and Franchises 
Cect by Co erred House Bill No. 4708 3rd C. R. P., 

A ngressmen Durano and Fortich entit led: 
"n. . ' 

ftan h.<\ct gra t · 
l i~htc Ise to . n Ing A. S. Dias Electrical Service a 

h and ~ heat, a~nstan, operate, and m,aintain an electric 
lla lts Subu ·b d Powel' system in the City of Bacolod 

eollsid 1 s, 
erect th 

e same and has the honor t o report it 

That it be approved without amendment. 
Respectfully submitted, 

The Honorable 

( Sgd.) PEDRO SABIDO 
Chairman 

CO?nm.ittee O?L Banks, CorporatiO?LS 
and Franchises 

. The PRESI DEKT OF THE S ENATE 

Manila 

El PRESIDENTE. Al calendario de asuntos ordi
narios. 

E l SECRET ARlO: 
PROYECTO DE RESOLUCI6N 

Del Senador Lim (P. S. R. No. 81, 3.er C. R. F.), 
titulado: 

Resolution r ef er r ing House Bill No. 3428 to the Committee 
on Government Reorganization for its proper consideration. 

El PRESIDENTE. Al Comite de Reglamentos. 
Senator PRIMICIAS. Mr. President, the distin

guished gentleman from Bulacan, Senator Rodt·igo, 
desires to make use of the privilege hour. I ask 
that he be recognized. 

The PRESIDENT. The gentleman from Bulacan has 
the floor. 

..-::: MANIFESTACIONES DEL SEN. RODRIGO 

Senator RODRIGO. Mr. President, before I start 
with my speech, I would r equest that all questions, 
if any, be reserved until I finish my speech. The 
reason1 is I have tried as much as possible to 
cover every possible point in this speech, and it 
is poss~ble questions which might be asked at the 
beginning of the speech a re answered at the latter 
part of the speech. 

Mr. President and gentlemen of the Senate: 
I rjse on a matter of grave importance to our 

country. I rise to lay before the Senate the 
Problem of our national unity which is now ser
iously endangered by the ever increasing ·wave of 
passionate conflict and r ecriminations among our 
people r egarding Senate Bill No. 438, which seeks 
to make the two novels of our venerated hero, 
Dr. Jose Rizal, compulsory reading in all schools, 
colleges and universities, both public and private. 

I will not touch on the merits of the bill, for 
this is neither the time nor the occasion to dis
cuss the bill itself. My speech will be limited to 
our country's unity, in conjunction with the mount
ing controversy over tliis proposed legislation. 

Mr. President, we can no longer close our eyes 
to this threat to our unity as a people. One has 
but to glance at ne"·spaper headlines; or listen 
to inflamatory radio commentaries; or heat• the dis
cussions and conYer sations of our countr:y'Jl'len in 
all walks of life, to realize that a serious rift, an 
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alarming cleavage is r earing its ugly head in our 
beloved native land. 

The Committee on Education, of which I am 
a humble member , conducted three afternoons of 
public hearings r egarding this bill. Without going 
into the merits of the arguments presented by 
both sides, these public hearings proved to me 
one thing: that the controversy r egarding this bill 
has gone way beyond the r ealm of calm and ob
jective discussion, and has r eached the realm of 
passion-heated and dangerous passion, because 
it is generated by man's intense feelings for nation
alism and religion. 

If said public hearings had proved anything, it 
is that this problem has poised a very serious threat 
to o.ui' national unity. 

Then, two days ago, the Catholic Hierarchy of 
- the Philippines issued a Pastoral Letter defining 

its st and regarding this matter. This Pastoral 
Letter was published in full in all the metropolitan 
papers; and I was informed that all senators hav~ 
been furnished copies of it . I will not therefore 
impose on your patience by reading the whole 
Pastoral. I shall merely r ead its dispositive part, 
and request that a copy of the Pastoral, which I 
shall giv.e to the Secretary of the Senate, be in
cor porated in the r ecords of this august body. 

The PRESIDENT. Is there any objection to the 
request? (Si lence.) The Chair hears none. Ap
proved. 

Senator RODRIGO. 
allow me to quote 
Pastoral Letter . 

(Continuing.) Mr. President, 
the dispositive portion of the 

"Some of Rizal's most cogent insights into the political 
and social or der are undoubtedly contained in his two novels 
NOLI ME .TANGERE and EL FILIBUSTERISMO. W~ 
wish ~ make it clear t hat insofar as these novels give 
expr essiOn to our people's desire for political freedom and 
a social order based on justice they are not at variance with 
the pr actical applications of Catholic doctr ine to the e _ 
igeticies of the social miHeu as it existed at the tim x 
~h~ ?hurch itself , as disti~guished f rom the human fallib~~ 
md1v1duals who compose 1t, is not , never has been d 

'll b · • an never WI e arrayed agamst the legit ima te polit ical d 
social aspirations of any people. If it wer e it sh anld 

t b h 't . ' ou no e w at 1 IS called: Catholic, that is universal. The 
clear and even forceful expression of such aspirations 

b . . . to h can never e InJur ious t e Catholic Church. The aim d 
objective~ of 1 that Church being supernatural a res :l~o 
supranatiOnal; between them and nationa l ai""" pr 'd d • . • . ...,, OVI e 
these are m conformity w1th the principles of m'or l't 
no conflict is possible. a 1 y, 

"Unfortunately, however, these novels were written wh 
our hero, estranged for a time from our faith and reli · en 
did contradict many of ou1: Christian beliefs. In ~~;~ 
two novels we fin~ pas~a~es .against Catholic dogma and 
morals ; the Catholic rehg10n m general, the possibili ty of 

acramen . 
miracles, the doctrine of purgator y, the s the doc!~ 
baptism, confession, commu nion, Holy M~ss, f ChristiaP 
of indulgences, church pr ayers, the catechi~m 0 These art 
doctrine, sermons, sacramen tals, books of P1~ty. 

11111
jpotenct· 

f · God s o gol~ passages casting doubt or con us10n on Most · 
the existence of hell, the mystery of the . 

C) . t d' •JOt Trinity, and the two natures of ll'lS ' . ge 11 
h . h dispara . n Ill "Similarly we find passages w IC . devotJO _,~, 

h . . f . and rehcs, caru-wors 1p, the veneration o Images puJars, ~l 
. · of sea JgenCt" the Blessed VIrgen and the Samts, use . indu 

0
, 

and habits, rosa ries novenas, ejaculationsh, g ail ~tare-
' 0 F ther t e ce prayers, vocal prayers, like the ur • a ' 1 s )111155 era-c.~ 

the Glory, the Act of Contri tion, the Ange. u ~f the Mf 
monies, baptismal and exsequial rites, worsh

1
1
1
P the sun 

· be s, _~ use of holy water , candles, processiOns, . tiC,. 
obligation. . f eccieS1115!ee" 

" We a lso find passages that make l ight 0 ·ns stoled ~~~ 
discipline such as for instance, wha t .concel the de~ ~ iP 
alms to the church a lms in suffrages for educa1

1
10 ~~~· 

' · t'ons · •· authority of the Pope, excommumca 1 'lie bUf111 order. 
Catholic schools, Pontifica l pr ivileges, Cath~ Third 11,t~dl· 
neries and monasteries Confraternit ies, and tY to co cod1 

" M h ' f 1 't our u f the uc to our regr et then, we ee 1 
13

99 o 
tha t these two novels come under Canon jt· 
of Canon Law." ~;etter 

Wh Th"e Pastoral at does this mean ? tte~ 
self gives us the meaning. ere ,.,r1 

pr 
" . whit:h VI uille- iP 

It IS unfort unate that t hese novels st gell feet• J· 
by our national hero inspi r ed by the rnt 

0
ntial dbe)e re~ 

t · t ' ' h h subs 8 Jill 111· no tsm, s ould have included sue b ·ectio 1111 . iC:-
t he religious aspect as to render them odJ t heJl'l 0 tllor.11sti• 
· · h y rea atl Jo ,{ mg, m sue sense that Catholics rna . stical . 11 • ptJJ 
~ue permission obtained from ecclesta ted fol tf1Cie 
This permission, however is readily grand )1e.S stl .ctf 
fi bl ' erne e~ ' a e reason, whenever the person cone . d ·ofo· 
studied the Catholic doctrine in quest iOn· 

8
cn. otl pot1\~ 

"This does not mean however , that e 'f}l0~ees of l ' 
P ·t· . f . Canon· t JC CP ~J 01 IOn o the novel falls under t his d pre.C ·d til. 
which ·do not contradict t he contents an d . bY sal 1JeP11pi~~ 
Catholic Faith are evidently not atfecte e Jl'los~)l iJiP r-"' 
These portions which con tain some of th dee.l' . Jl tO 
e · f our tJO ~· xpress1on of Rizal's gr eat love or 

0
ere. ,o 

should be Propagated among our yof ng ge 
11

t1° 
1 and learn." ffect ~i' 

. the e cotl Let us now consider, Mr. President.. . 11 l 
sequence of this to the bill in questiOJlh· ere Is ... ol~ 

It · d · that t 1" ' nn.me Iately becomes patent tel'· 
11

ts ·e!i l 
between t he bill and the Pastoral L et stude ·9;tl t .i 

T f the ·vel II tfl' ' . o say that aJ ;vast ma jor it y o · d uJl1 re• It / 
PrlVat: and public schools, colleges an '!'heY 11 svc '11!t/ 
Catholics is to belabor the obvious. ft.S ·th· ol11f{ 
same 1time, Catholics and F ilipino citizde~~·eil' fll;

1
11f111

11
tl l 

have two great loves · their country an e.l'8 ef 0 f 
tw 1 · rrneY t11 ~ 11 0 oves are not confl icting loves. ·s £,e. d 11' 
a!fections, like the love Of a child f or )11 ovtlt l'f~ 
h1s mothel'. t heit' c

1
t;es tY' 1r-' 

And they have two loyalties : one to 
0 

)o19 ef)t!IJltl .. 
one to their Church· but again these t w t1'1PJeJ1

1 
I !I 1'l 

not b ft ' ' d co of~' J · • e con Icting, but harmonious an teJl'lP 11c 1!1' 
they belong to different sphel'es, one d t i 1 

other spir itual and eternal. 438 e.~efe 
Now, Mr. P resident Senate Bil( NO· t ioJ'l ' " 

toral Letter have giv~n rise t o a s itua 

.... 
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seems inevitable · between these two great loves these two 
great loyalt · f ' W . Ies, o a va st majority of our countr ymen. . 
th hJ)e the Pastor a l Letter makes it clear that even if 
c::~ ~0 novels a re object ionable in the ligh t of the 
obt . 

11 
aw, Catholics may r ead them upon due permission 

Pe~~11

1• e~ from ecclesiastica l authorities and that " this 
''" SS1on · · ' Whenever thiS . r ead1ly granted f or a j ustifiable r eason, 

Cathor d e .Person concerned has sufficiently studied the 
IC octrme" till · · of the t • s 1t IS apparent tha t a great number 

Vision sf udents who . will come under the compulsory pro
mission~ ~~e . Senate bill would not qualify for such per 
of cases wiJ~Ie ~?mes the conflict . Thousands if not millions 
the gov . a11~e where what is order ed compulsory by 
. 'I'his :~~~ent IS prohibited by the Chur ch. 
Ject of P .

1ct, Mr. P r esident, w ill continually be the sub-
a d assJonate r e .· . . . . . . n Will . cummatwns and d1scusswns wh1ch can 

B et ode our t· efore I . na Ional solidarity. 
this situat· continue, Mr. P residen t, let me narrate how 

'I'he v . Ion came about. 
ex· et Y first ti 

Istence of th· me t hat I came to have lrnowledge of the 
~~a ted in 111 

1~ ?ill. wa s about three weel{s a go. I wa s 
Ills for thY c au· m this hall, studying the calendared 
Whe~ one oef day a.nd waiting for t he session to start 
and our d' t· ' 
t> Placed IS ll1guished colleagues approached me 
'le t ld on my de k . ' to . 0 me th s a typewritten copy of this bill. 
th Sign it. II e nature of the bil l, and he r equested me 
a;t time the c.alled my a ttention to the fact that , at 
"·l)(ed ' e Slgnat · 
l to the . mes of 15 sena tors wer e already 

glan hlll. 
sensed cect throu h th ' 
and that the ~ .

1 
e. tex t of the bill ; and I immediately 

lleed tePercussio 1 1 might lead to serious complications 
'l';d tnore t i ns. I declined to sign the bill, because I 

ledgeat '"as the~r:o ~tudy its r amifications. 
lt Of the ex· t t t ime, Mr . Preside'nt, that I got know

b:'f S seetns th t IS ~nee of t his bill. 
on t:.enator c; t lu s bill, whfch I wa s told wa s a uthored 

.c..duc aro M R t 
llut ation t b · ec o, was g iven to the Committee 

llot c •
1 

the 111~111~ • e a committee sponsored bill. 
a. ch~lect to any e~: of. the Commit tee on Education wer e 
~ects ace to study mmit t e.e meeting, and thus not afforded 
li: l a.tn nct Possible i and. d t~cuss together the ·different as-

ducat' 0ne of t l. mphcat10ns of this bill. 
""a.s " 1

1
°n, ~r p 1e .humble members of the Commit tee on 

e -.a I · res1d 
l 11ce Of ect, no n t ' ent, and I am positive that no meet ing 
5 Silh.. this hili 

0
b lee even given to me about the ex ist-

l-> "''•atu • efore ·t t l~ eedl l'es. 1 was handed to me with a lready 
rod ess t . llc d o s · 611hled e by th ay, this bill, w hich is supposed to be in-

Initte by se e Comrr..ittee on E ducation, was seen and 
Ini tt e, e" na tors w h 

ee en befo 0 a r e not members of tha.t com-ht ' sa\\r re I 
01\ 1·. l> it or k ' a s. a humble member of tha t com-
t the l'esident I n~w about it . ' 

a.tq '-'aJ· . • sa1d th · r a.11 a 11 
1dity and IS not LO formally raise an issue 

. In d l a e\\r rhembe . sou~dness of the procedure f ollowed. 
elltaty 1)1 not an 1 of thts body ; I am new even in politics, 

c llo..., l>tocedu . expert on the technicalities of parlia-
lltq . e"et 1 e. 

Oth lttltte ' l do . 
fol' e1· l)le e lbeetin say t~at if only we were · called to a 
be 11Seell l)lbel' of ~ to d1scuss this bill, maybe I or some 
a11r .""e c the cons lat comm ittee mig ht have a nticipated and 
sa, 10113 tol.lld ha equences which we are s~eing now. May-
b ~~·~ h1· Ve tak th · ' ill 1••cill \'eat t en e necessary steps to avoid this 

· ~ and 
0
b Oln· national un it y, without in any way 

a anctoning the substantial objective of the 

Coming back to my narration, I learned, la ter on, that 
other senators ha d added their sig na tu res to the bill, and 
that; of the ~4 members of th is august body, ti'ruy 3 have 
not signed. 

I must confess, Mr. P resident, that, during the subse
quent days, I found it difficult to r efuse importun it ies of 
fr iends tha t I sign this bill. I h.-new that my position 
would be misunder stood . ~ knew that my r efusal to sign, 
which, f or those who know parliamentary procedure, does 
11ot mean an outrigh t opposition to the bill in substance, 
would be distorted and misinter preted. I kn ew that I would 
be engulfed in an o'nrushing wave of nationalism.. I knew 
t hat I would he falsely branded a s a tool of certa in groups . 
I realized that I would have to swallow many bitter pills. 

Some ver y good f r ienrls of mine advised me, in all 
sincerity, that I s ign the bill. They said tha t my position 
was being misunder stood. They said that I would be un
popular ; that people would despise a nd even hate me. They 
said that I would r uin my political ca r eer. 

But, Mr . P r esiden t, I wol)ld rather be right- righ t, as 
my conscience dictates-than be accla imed and be popular. 
I would r ather be a t peace with my conscience than at 
peace with the world. 

And, Mr . P resident , when once in a while my st rength 
seemed to fal ter, I gather ed inspir a t ion f r om the pa triotic 
example se t f or us and for poster ity by the very Chair
man of the Committee on Education and sponsor of this 
bill, our distinguish ed colleag ua, Senator Laurel. 

Ther e \wa s a time when Senator Laurel was misunder 
stood . There was a t ime when he was ha ted and villified ; 
a nd when he almost lost his life in the hands of Filipino 
compatriots who, a t that time, sincer ely believed perhaps, 
that t o kill Senator Laurel was to serve our country. 

Now that I find myself in simila r , though not a s difficult, 
a pr edicament, m y admir ation a nd esteem for Sena tor 
Laurel has incteased a hundr ed fold, f or now I r eal ized 
what spiritua l pain and mental ang uish he must have 
suffered a t thnt t ime. 

Senator Laurel did not fa lter t hen . I hope that I will 
not fal ter now. 

That was a digression, Mr. President, for which I ask 
your ·indulgence. Let me continue. 

The more I studied the bill, the more I wa s convinced 
that it could produce serious repercussions to our unity 
as a people. And so ~ set myself to th.e task of looking 
f or a f ormula which could serve a s a common g r ound 
for the two sides . 

When I said .t wo sides, I do not only mean the side 
of the Church and t he side of the State as two separa te 
and distinct organizat ions. I also mean two sides in just 
one man ; two sides in every man. I mean man 's love 
and loyalty f or h is countl'y and the love a nd loyalty of 
tha t same man f or l1is ChurcJ1 and his r eligion . 

We s}Jould be most ca1·eful not to create a conflict bet 
ween these two loves and these two loyalties. We should 
ever st r ive to harmon ize t hese two, other wise we shall 
create the worst confl ict of a ll, because worse than the 
conflict of man against other ma n, is the coJ1fl ict of man 
against himself; The confl ict between his f a ith and his 
nationa lism, which are both very dear to him. 

I t wlijs in order to avoid such a t r agic confl ict that I 
set about lool<ing for a formula for r econciliatio11. 

In the meant ime, I and two other colleagues who like
wise did 11ot sig11 the bill, wer e attacked and ridiculed 
and villified. We wer e pilloried ; we wer e nailed to t he 
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· I u stion the cross of misrepresenta t ion and ridicule. But we kept our do not formally raise it as an 1ssue, q e b of 
peace. . . cedure within my limitations as a new mem er 

I would not venture to speak for our two colleagues, .but , body, and with due apologies to my ~or~he fine 
for myself, I refrained from any discussion or comment, colleagues who are better versed than I m . the 

b I d If I qu'estion not even in defense of my dignity and honor, ecause cacies of parliamentary proce ure. f fairnesS 
knew that any comment of mine would just add fuel to the cedure, it is only on the basis of my sense 0 

ever gromng fire which thr eatens to wreak havoc on our justice. t intend 
unity. Instead of entering into any discussion, I silently But I want to make it clear that I do 110. ·rnan of 

. d ' t · . hed chall sought for diff~rent formulas of agreement. to be an affront agamst the IS mguis · 
That is why, Mr. President, you must have heard of Committee on Education, Senator L~urel, ke 

the formula I suggested about "footnoted editions". But, sincerely consider as a patr iot. I want to tna f the 
before I had sufficient time to fully explain this formula that, if I disagree with him on the matter ~igh 
to bot;h sides, and before either side had sufficient time cedure followed, that does not detract from ~Ydel·ed to 
to thoroughly study and arrive at a conclusion rega1·ding of him for the patriotic services he has 1 en 
this suggestion, this bill was calendared and Senator Laurel country. 
started his sponsorship speech. In the same manner, if I disagree 

I would have wanted to ask for a postponement of the things said in the two novels of Dr. 
consideration of this bill, if only to have more time to religion (which Dr. Rizal himself later on d 
discover a workable formula, but I desisted from so doing does not subtract an iota from my esteem a.: 
because I was sure that such a move would immediately be for Dr . Rizal as our greatest national hel · 

1 branded as a dilatory tactic. That would lead to more A t d on severa 0t 
a matter of fact, I have sta e . al did Jl ere 

misunderstanding and more recriminations. That would and I r epeat now, that even if Dr. Rtz 'f he \'1 

aggravate the situation. , back to the Catholic fai th; nay, eve~ ~e were a 
If I might be allowed another digression, Mr . President, P rot.es.tant a_ ll his life; even more, even Ifudd.histr-"1 

it is oftentimes harmful to prematurely excite public C B 
~nstian-:-If h.e were a Moslem or a. for the to 

opinion before the issues are laid clearly before the people. still acclamt him as our national heiO t ·y aJld 
It often happens that reasons are buried by emotions, to and sacrifices that he rendered to our couP 1 JJII)SI 
the extent that the most sincere motives are branded as people. 1. tD 
foul schemes. And so, Mr. President, it happens, not . Mr. presideJlt. this, 
seldom that wl}.ile some people might see and admit the ...... But this again is a digression, h )il<e 
reason~bleness of a cause, they become timid and afraid" to con~~ss. that. I find it hard, in a speec e-"9c~ 
stand for what they think is right , because they do not avOid digressions. to be e fP; 
dare go against the strong current of public indignation. Af ter the public hearings-last Sat~rda~~sued tb q~~o1 

1 · In the present case, t he premature upsurge of public the Catholic Hierarchy of the Philippines ~ partl1 Jlo'~ tJ 
' opinion before t he real issues were clarified to our people, oral Letter which I already mentioned an h re iS 511o~ 111 

rendered it most difficult to make an objective study of the Maybe some people will say that, if t e blaJl'lebill b J. 
bill. It rende1·ed it most ~ifficult for the other side even conflict between this bill and the Church, th: tWS l'astD~~ 
to be heard. . . . . . not be laid on the author or spons~rs 0d that e~~~rJ~,o~ 

Even before I had talked With any Cathoh c Citizen, on the Catholic H ierarchy for having 1ssue ent r Jd )l~~~~ 
whether layman or ecclesiastic, about the existence of I would not want to enter into an argul11 sho!.l 

0
, ~~ 

this ?ill, there were a lready charges of_ all~~ed improper this. matter. Maybe the Catholic H ierarch[iftle. e.:d f Ji4 
lobbymg. It _was. enough tha~ a _Gatho~tc c1t~zen talks to clarified its stand on t hese two books }ong . des1sttl

1
e1 1•' 

a senator to mqUire about th1s b1ll to nnmediately arouse maybe the Catholic H 'erarchy purposelY use fl~t.,,
a wave of accusation that there is an organized lobby. The making an outright :.a d preciselY be.ca 

11
ot 'preJ~l 

mere presence of a priest within the premises of Congress not want to sh k s n ' 
1 

TheY did fficlllt j( .rl 
even if that priest be as much as Filipino citizen as an; openly place our·ocC tohur

1
. pe_ot~ e. s in the di ~... ~tlle JV l 

f · h to . . . a o IC ci Izen twe.,., . . o us, IS enoug giVe nse to the condemnation that the ment of an app . t nfiict be . ~~ tO ;l 
Ch h . . ddl" . th ff . a1en open co foJ )l1 . ~ ·~ ..J. urc ts me mg m e a a us of the government. great loves: their 1" . d their Jove . ·al·c fv1 ,·t"l 

The natural consequence of this, Mr. President, was to be, it was the ~~ IglO~ ~~ Catholic fl1~0JiC ~P~~~· 
discourage Catholic leaders and Catholic citizens from plain si lently an~o ~c~· ~d 

11
6 to each C8. 

1100
1\S:ts 51.' 

properly presenting their side. the real m. . 1~ 1v1 ua Y th se twO ·f<~ 1 (let.,/ 
It · tru th b · . eamng of Its stand on e 18,rl ' bi r v 

. 1s . e at pu h e hearmgs were held. But when the Hierarchy thou ht that it could c . ts• 
1
et . 

were they held? After 21 out of 24 senators had already better with t g. d confl iC re.tl ~~~~ 
affixed their signatures to the bill and after the Honorable alized' expl ou t· arousmg . do.u~ts aln CatboJicS ot nl' 
Cha't an f th c ·tt 'd · ana Ions to md1v1dua J'l ~~ ~~ 1 

:m o e omnu ee on E ucat10n, Senator Laurel, by an oul;right bl' t " pcet' 
1
10 11 

1 ha.d for t hree days delivered his very appealing sponsor- . WI te pu IC proclama I~n- the co 110 ~JI"J to'' 
shlp sp.eech. In Qther words, before the Catholic citizens speec~~ "; the reason might .be IS notr as t~~9itl of ,,i~ 
were giVen a chance to present their arguments or even M b hat matters now, m so fa. a. ce tl1el' t r ,t 
t 1 'f th . ' ern ers of the S t n ed tS pe flo {iJr .,, o can y e Issues, ou1· people we1·e ah·eady led and f' . ena e are concer ' es 'II ·cl 1

1 predisposed in favor of the bill ; and 21 out of 24 senators ~urself-e~a~tnation. Let us a sk ourseli~ bill dJ¢eJ'8ttef'1;# 
had practically served notice that all arguments again t th greclp~tate_ move and action on th ·e t}lei 

1 
1} 6ee~;l 

the bill were futile because they had already comrnitt:d b e ci;:hohc Hierarchy to the wall, ~he~astoftl 0~ e~l'" themselves to vote for the bill. Y umstances to issue this pubhc t]te ~1 e e 
order to f · s vl Maybe you will ask if I am questioning the procedu f t . . sa eguard what they believe .1 h 8 11d 

followed regarding this bill. My answer is yes. Whil r~ ~c ho~ 1~ a man's life, namely, h is fatt 
e 0 1s munortal soul. 
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Lei know that the Catholic Hicr al'chy issued this Pastoral 
tb tter with much regret. The Pa storal Letter itself states 
to at the pronouncement contained in it was issued "much 
An!he regret" of the member s of the Catholic Hierarchy. 

" the Pastoral Letter continues to say: 
her Our objection to the bill then is not against our national 
chi~ch.nor against the imparting of patriotic educa tion to our 
ings en. But we maintain that these novels contain teach
regre~:~~rary to. those of the Ca tholic church and so, we 
office u Y but m compliance wjth a clear duty of our 
entir~~PPose the . proposed compulsory reading in their 
Where c~~hth:se two novels in any school in the Philippines 
Perlnit th ohc students .may be affected. We ma y not 
Which e eternal salvation of immortal souls souls for 

we are ' Justice to answerable before t he th1·one of Divine 
good ~0 be compromised for the sake of any humanly 
it p1:ofit ltlatter how great it may appear. 'For what does 
I a rna 'f h ose of h' . n 1 e gain the whole world, but suffer the 

Is own soul ? • " 
· This b . · 
Church ~~~~lc pr~clamation of the stand of the Catholic 
conflict a reg1etfully but necessarily create a serious 

It . rnong our P l IS need! . eop e. 
of such a ess to Pomt out the possible serious consequences 
atives of conflict. It is our bounden duty as represent-
do our Peopl d · ' all our e a u as senators of this Republic, to 
h It '"as fo~·owe: to avoid this conflict. · · 
d~v~ addressed this r eas?n, Mr. President, that, today, I 

stJn&'Uished a~d delivered the following ·Jetter to tl)e 
''l-lonor b Chairman of our Committee on Education: 
Chairltl: le J ose P. Laur el 
Sen n, Col11ln'tt 

ate of th . 1• ee on Education 
Oea e Phihppines ' 

r Senato . L , 
1 

F'ol' the 1 aurel: 
~Rerilled b~\~ of our. national unity which is seriously 
co No. 438 e ever Increasing controversy over Senate 
to ltlltJittee, su ' may I , a s a humble member of your 
tn authorized ggest that the Committee e.'<te11d an invitation 
tL e Philipp· representatives of the Catholic Hierarchy of 
•1e p 1nes to 1 be UtPose f . a c osed-door round table conference, 

11 • acceptabi 
0 

which is to seek for a formula which will 
ll \Vel} e to th b'll .\ as to e proponents and sponsors of the 1 

8SUting the Catholic Hierarchy 
You of · my 1·espect and esteem, I remain 

Very truly yours, 

FRANCISCO A. RODRIGO 

Member 
l>el·h C01nmittee on Education 

aelf aps sorn 
Ei to add . : may ask why I did not limit my-
ti~llotable ~~s~mg and_ giving this letter to the 
b ll. \V}} airman of the Committee on Educa-
efol.·e th 'Y did I have to make this privilege speech 
~'Y l·eae Whole Senate? 

1ll.el. Sinc:0~8. ar: the following, Mr. President: 
to ln.bel·s of his. bill was signed by 21 out of 24 
l!:ct be th this august body, this matter ceases 
(;q_} Uc:atio e concern solely of the Commiite.e on 

ly all ~h It has become the concern of practi
Qi:· 'l'his b~ m_ember s of the Senate ; 

cussio 111 Is now before the whole Senate for 
s330 

11 
on "Second Reading". Therefore, my 

1- 2 

humble proposal ceases to be the exclusive concern 
of the committee, but becomes a matter for the 
whole Senate to decide; and 

3. I want to make this request publicly, for all 
to hear and for all the members of the Senate to 
decide, in order to avoid any false accusation 
that there is any secret lobby or underhand in
fluence by any group. 

P e1:haps some may ask why the committee 
should have to. invite representatives of the Ca
tholic Hierarchy of the Philippines. Wh.y don't 

I 

the members of the Hierarchy take the initiative 
in approaching the committee? 

Mr. President, I suppose you know what distor
t ions and misinterpretations will be attached to 
such a move. I suppose you know that once any 
bishop requests that he be heard, we can e>.."J>ect 
vYith certainty attacks from all quarters that the 
Catholic ChuTch is meddling in affairs of govern
ment, and that the Catholic bishops are exerting 
undue political pressure to influence legislation. . . 

I am not speaking from theory or conjecture 
alone. I am speaking from our experience, dur
ing the last two or three weeks. 

And perhaps some may ask : Why did not any 
bishop or any authorized representative of the 
Hierarchy appear and testify at the public hear
ings held last Thursday, Friday and Saturday? 

Mr. President, anybody who witnessed the ten
sion and the passion at those public hearings; 
anybody who saw the conduct and attitude of the 
spectators in the. gallery, who clapped and laughed 
and booed, like fanatical cheering squads, would 
readily agree with me that it would have been 
most imprudent for any Catholic archbishop or 
bishop to have appeared and testified at those hear
ings, unless he wanted· to expose himself to indig
nities. Any such incident would have been disas
trous, not because of the archbishop or bishop 
personally, bqt because of the dire consequences of 
s-uch an incident to the peace and unity of our 
people. 

And it is for this same reason, Mr. P1·esident, 
that I suggest that this round table confel'ence 
be held behind closed doors. 

The problem is so serious that it calls for the 
highest type of prudence and statesmanship on the 
part of the members of the Senate. 

I feel most undeserving that this appeal should 
come from me who can lay no claim to statesman
ship nor to experience, nor perhaps, even to poli
tical maturity. But in my own humble way, I 
feel it my obligation to perform this task, with the 
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hope and trust thfl,t the older members of this body 
will aid me with their wisdom and statesmanship. 

I wish to state, Mr. President, that this plea 
of mine is made not only for the sake of unity, 
but also for the sake of justice. It seems ap
parent that, in this controversy, irreparable in
justices are bound to be committed against both 
sides. 

Even now, injustices are being committed against 
those who have registered objections against the 
bill. Even if their objections are limited only to 
the element of compulsion; even if the only ground 
they invoke is the constitutional and democratic 
guarantee of freedom; even if they try their ut
most to explain that their objection to t.his bill 
does not mean objection to Rizal, and that their 
esteem and veneration for Rizal is not in the least 
diminished by their disagreement to certain re
ligious references in his two novels; inspite of all 
their repeated protestations, no matter how sincere 
and reasonable, they are still branded as anti-Rizal, 
anti-Filipino and traitors to the country. 

This is unjust, Mr. President. This is painful 
and bitter because it is not true, but it seems to 
be accepted by people who are carried by an over
powering emotion of nationalism. 
.~ This is an instance when I think I can justi

fiably paraphrase Madam Roland, and say : N a
tionalism, ';\.rhat injustices ~re committed in thy 
name. 

And injustices are being committed also against 
the other side. I have already heard some people 
at~rib~te ulterior political motives to the filing of 
this · bill. They say that this bill was filed not 
really for the sake of Rizal, but for the sake of 
political expediency. 'They say that this bill was 
filed to create a cleavage and confu.sion in the 
ranks of ?ur Cat~?lics in order to nip in the bud 
the growmg pohtlcal unity of Catholic citizens. 
I even hea~·d s?m~ people say that the real pur
pose of th1s bill 1s to put President Magsa 
· t· ht ysay 
m a very Ig spot. If. this bill, they say, passes 
through Con~ress, and If t he present controversy 
spreads and mcreases, then when this bill 

1
. h 

th P . d t f . eac es 
e resi en or his signature, he will be placed 

between the two ho~·ns of a dilemma wh . h 
'11 ff l' t' 11 · ' eie e Wl su er po 1 1ca y either way If he a · . · pproves 

the b~l.l ,. then he antagoniz:s a big Catholic voting 
sector , If he vetoes the blll then he alienates the 
sympathy and the votes of those who zealou 1 
favor the bill; and if he does not act on the ~·it 
and allows it to become a law then he los'e I 

. ' s even 
more, for he w11l be accused of moral timidity. 

/ 

(En este rno?nento el Sen. Locsin asurne ;a 
clencia po1· des i gn<wi6n de l<t Mesa 

And Mr President this is not in mY 
' · ' f the speech but I saw on the -f ront page 0 h. 

Times" this morning the caption that t I:ted with 
versy is even now being linked and conne e of the 
the communist issue. On the front pagoliCS see 
"Manila Times" it says: " Iloilo Cath . 1 sS'f 

befole ";.;. 
Reds in Move." Mr. President, eve~ ctures, w~~. 
that news item I already heard conJe. 8- coJJllll 
pered accusat ions that may be. thei:e 1~ecause .th~ 
nist tinge in the filing of th1s bill and dJ511 

. g 'Jl• 
communists are I·nterested in weakenlll a)SO 1 

are "" ~~· niting the Catholic. Church and theY 'dent d'd 
terested in weakening politically presisee, I ' i~ 
says~y but, Mr. President, as. you ee~ll . ~}111de not mclude that in my prepared sP elY 111~1 .11g 
I dictated yesterday. I did not puJ::PO~ of r~1.s~11• 
that because I did not want to be accu~:ason 1 :eSe 
the communist bogey man. The onlY d that Jljlll 

tioned it this morning is because I fo~ the ~~~~011Jd 
whispers have taken the front page 0 .de11t, 1 '~d tO 
Times" this morning. But, Mr. Pres\ refll5e)ie'·e 
like to make it clear that I personal ~ to pe 

11
t$' 

believe, I repeat I personally refuse are iJilP .. td· 
' these ]le" ·£ t~ese accusations. I only say that .aJre8-d1 J11e' 1 

bons and accusations that I have ;qiJl co 
There is no doubt that more of these .~versY· tio1!~ 
we fail to find a solution to this contdl iJl'l.Pil~ ,,.,I 

M an t1• J!· . aybe, these false accusations t he tr.ll e, ~ Jl 
Will ~e rectified in time. M.ayb~, t.ai{e tJ~e !Jee 
prevail sooner or later. But 1t Will haJl ba . e 
President. Meanwhile, the inj ustice 5 

. ·v~t'Ct 
committed. ·ave 1~eJ19fet 

I cannot help but remember the gr jpSt of ,y 
. 1 flga jJl 111r 

committed by our very own peoP ~ who, tJ'le" 
Laurel and other Filipino leader 5 ~it)1. ~~'l'e 
to · rve ' "J-serve our country, agreed to se t· (.• 
anese. presideJlJe9d~~ 

That Was later rectified, Mr. t)1.ese 0f11 

very Peoplr who once condemned nd rec ~l 
were the ones who cleared theW .fl tisJtl· tice i 
their t~·ue motives and their. pat~~ i1ljL~5 gJl~0 

But It took time. Meanwhile, t er~10 jlf 
done; and it is ha-rd to avoid that a c ~j)'1} 
of bitterness remains . n of d· l 

L t . . titl0 ..,_t.~fl J} .t 
. e . us try to avoid any repe . coJl'lw o 9 9~ ,. 

Situations with all the power in oul Jl11l'lol to '' 
A d fi t us' su ::;e' t I . n nally, Mr. President, le · coLt!l ·J.·e9 9 

Wisdom, all our prudence and good t,vo .f, jJ' 0 

serve the harmony between the . filll' 
st't t· u1 1 u Ions that are both dear to 0 

ple: our country and our Church. 
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1 also appeal to our people particularly to the 
gentleme f th ' Wh n ·0 e press and r adio and to others 
flu 0 have the means at their conunand to in-

ence publi · · rn t c opnuon, to cooperate in the attain-
eLn of ~his objective. 

et us not b · . -that . e surprised, much less discouraged, 
once In a h'l th confii t b w I e ere should seem to be a 

Our ~ord eh~een Church and Civil Authorities. 
With h Hlms·elf, J esus Clu·ist, was confronted 

sue a s . to You eemmg contli<.:t. Permit me to read 
,, the scriptural passage on this point. 
A.fter th · 

to tnake h.•s the Pharises withdrew, and plotted together, 
theit own ~~ .betray himself in his talk. And they sent 
Party ana IS~lples to him,· wit h tho::::'e who were of Herod's 
Si ' SUid M t . ncere d ' as e1, we know very well that thou art 
th t ' an teacl t · a thou h les m a ll sincerity the way of God; 
~e~een n

1
a oldest no one in awe, making no distinction.. 

l'~bute to C n and man; tell us, then, is it right to pay 
cr1te9 aesar or t? J . . ' he sa·d ' no · esus saw their mahce; Hypo-
~e the coin

1 
' w~y do you t hus put me to test? Show 

. taught hi! age m which the tribute is paid. So they 
•s th· n a silv · th 1S likenes ? er Piece, and he a sked them, whose 
to ey said : w~~r Whose name is inscribed on it? Caesar's 
A Caesar Wh eupon he answered, Why then, give back 
<>.!ld th · at is c , G adtn· ey w aesar s, and to God what is od's. 

Il'ation a~n~ . away and left him in peace, full of 
l heli us words." (Matthew, 22, 15-22) 

do,vn toeve, Mr. President that Our· Lord handed 
to tls th· ' 
ia Show Us th lS ~~ample in His o.wn life, in order 

b 
God 1·t .

1 
at, If this could happen to Him, who 

e· ' W1 1 h 1ll.&s. appen to us, who are mere human 
~Ut · 

Us t ' In lii · . a he gen s mfimte kindness, He also showed o: thia: ··~~al formula for solving problems such 
d \Vhat . e to Caesar what is Caesar's, and to 
ol'l. th lS God's " a e b · · 

\v:d goodwi~~Is of this · ~ormula, and with humility 
J\ can. find on bot~ Sides·, I have no doubt that 

tq ll.d so M: a solution to this problem. 
thl' hu:tnbie r. President, I request approval of 
l h Chair:rna suggestion as stated in my letter to 

n"e ah·ea~ of the Committee on Education, which 
el e contor Y. read. ' . 
Q. /~Ieno_d01. ~tdJa~ con la petici6n p1·esentada po1· 
Je1.~'1ttinu.aci, ocl?·tgo y ap1·obada po1· el S enado, 
Ci0., ?·qu..;,.. Con se inse1·ta la Oa1·ta Pasto1·al de la 

·•e '% at ' l· ' 
{ac 8 en ° tca como 1Ja?·t e cle S'US ?nan-if esta-

o cl ?'ela · , · el s Ct on con el P1·oyecto de L ey No . 
enaclo. 

S'l'A'l't;:l\m 
. NT OF THE PHILIPPINE HIERARCHY 

ON TUE 

l ~OL NOVELs OF DR. JOSE RIZAL 

lil\~.~lllon.,. l ~ TAN GERE AND EL F ILIBUSTERISMO 
Qi .. <tlsh "' the . 
~hl!st ect the IUany Illust rious Filipinos who haYe dis-

Plac tnselves in the ser vice of their countr y, t he 
e of honor belongs to Dr. J ose Rizal. And 

justly so; for Rizal po ssesseCI to an eminent degree those 
virtues which together make up true patriotism. He loved 
his country not in word alone but in deed. He devoted his 
time, his energies and the 1·esources of his brillian t mind 
to dispelling -the ig norance and apathy 'of his people, and 
combating the inj ustices and inequalities under which they 
labored. When these salutary activities fell under the 
suspicion of the colonial government and he was condemned 
to death as a r ebel, he generously offered his blood f or 
the welfare of his country. 

2. But a lthough his love for his count ry was g reat, it was 
not a blind, unreflecting love. It was not the inordinate 
love which so often passes for patriotism, whereby one 
r egards one's native · country ' as perfect beyond criticism, 
and attributes all it s ills -to the t yranny, and greed of 
strangers. R izal's balance of judgment saved him from 
this pernicious error. H e clearly sa.w and boldly proclaimed 
the fact that while rthe Filipino people suffered from colo
nial rule, t hey wer e a s much the victims of their own vices 
and defects. In dedica ting his novel, N oli Me Tangere, to 
his beloved country, he addressed h~· as follows: 

Desiring your health which is a lso ours, and 
seeking the best means of r estoring it, I shall do 
with you what the ancients did with thei1· sick,
they brought them to the steps of the temple that all 
who ca me to invoke the god might stop to suggest a 
r emedy . .. I shall lift a portion of the bandage 
which h ides the disease, sacrificing all to the truth, 
even 1ny pe1·sonal pride, for as a son of yours I am 
not ~xempt j1·om your def eCts and weaknesses.' 

Thus, 'while Rizal wa s fearless in denouncing the evils 
of the colonial administ ration of his time, he was no less 
f ea r less in pointing out to his ' countrymen "our own nus
takes, our o' "-n vices, our supine and culpable acquiescence 
to these evils." 0 

3. It will. not be out of place in this connection -to suggest 
t hat the affectionate realism with which Rizal r egarded 
his country and his people should character ize our own 
attitude towards Rizal himself. The fact that he is our 
national hero by no means obliges us to approve of all that 
he said or did. As Ol).e of our illustrious senators said on 
the floor of the Senate a f ew days ago : " I do not say that 
R izal did not make any mistake, did not commit any error 
in judg ment or in the a ppreciat ion or in the pr esentation 
of facts or in the cri ticism which he had launched. You 
can always find passages in his wor ks that are perhaps 
objectionable. And if -I wer e to be given time and oppor 
t unity, to discuss page by page these differ en t passages I 
could say that I will a lso differ from many statements 
which he made." • W e believe that those who try to make 
Riza l out as a paragon of all virtues with no human fail
ings do h im a gr eat disservice ; f or by departing so ob
viously from the t ruth, they only succeed in casting doubt 
on the ver y r eal. and truly great qualit ies which he did 
possess. 

Let u s theref ore by all means honor Riz~, but for the 
right r ea sons : first of all, f or his unselfish devotion to 
his country, and secondly, for the depth of insig ht with 
which he examined and analyzed our national problems. 
Rising above petty passions and . prejudices, he disengaged 
f rom the concrete complexilies of h is t ime ideas r egarding 

1. Noli Me Ta nger e (Nueva Er n cd.l. p . , (8) . . 
2. Letter to n F riend, Mm·ch, 1887: m \\. E. Retnnn, V tdn Y E~crtlDS 

del Dr . J osti Ri~al . (1\lndr id, 1907), p . 126. 
3. Da·. L auJ·cl, Speech of Sponsot·s bip of Sen. Bill N o. 438. 
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the function of govemment, the wellbeing of society, the 
dignity of tbe individual, the necessity of popular education, 
the native traits and possibilities of the F il ipino character , 
and the special mission a nd destiny of our nation under 
God; ideas which, because of their universal and timeless 
validity are applicable even in our own times. Would that 
our leaders of today and our people as a whole might put 
into practice more faithfully the patriotic teachings con
tained in the writings of our national hero ! 

But men cannot put into practice teachings with which 
they have but slight acquaintance and which they do not 
thoroughly and rightly understand. Hence we canoot but 
approve and applaud in "principle the desire of many that 
the writings of Rizal be more widely drculated and read, 
and even introduced as r eading matter in the public and 
private schools of the nation. We can think of no more 
effective means, after the formal t eaching of r eligion, to 
develop in our youth a sane and constructive nat ionalism 
and the civic virtue, so necessary in our times, of subor
dinating individual ambitions to the common good. 

Never theless, in this our respect and esteem for Rizal and 
his work, we ought to follow the affectionate Tealism he 
taught us in the love he had for his counb·y. We need not 
be blind to his errors. To err is human . He bad his human 
failings like the rest of us; and while he showed great 
wisdom and courage in r etu1·ning to the true Faith before 
his death, we cannot ignore the fact that he did lapse from 
that: f aith. The historic fact of his retraction shows that 
he himself , in conscience, in the face of death, did not 
approve of each and every one of his previous statements. 

4. Some of Rizal's most cogent insights into t he political 
and social order are undoubt edly contained in his two novels 
Noli Me Tan gere and El Filibu.sterismo. Cer tainly ou; 
outstanding national hero wrote these books inspired by a 
most ar den t love for our ,country whose "dear image pres
ented itself showing a social cancer," • which he dared to 
expose in the hope of finding a remedy for it. • 

We wish to make it clear t hat insofar as these novels 
give e.'Cpression to our people's desire for political f reedom 
and a social order based on justice they are not at variance 
with the practical applications of Catholic doctrine to the 
exigencies of the social milieu as it existed at the time. 
Th~ Catholic Church in itself, as dist inguished f r om the 
human and fallible indi~duals who compose it, is not, never 
has been, and never will be arrayed agains t the legitimate 
polit ical and social aspirations of any people. If it wer e, 
it should not be what it is called: Catholic, that is, univ
ersal. Hence it follows that the clear and even f orcef ul 
expression of such aspirations can never be injurious to the 
Catholic Church. The aims and object ives of that Church 
being supernatural, are also supranational · between the~ 
and na~io~al a ims, provided these are in ~onformi ty w ith 
the pnnc1ples of morality, no conflict is possible. 
. Moreover, the same God who created natur e, restored 
1t by grace, to Him both the supernatural and the natural 
order o.we the~r being: hence, as Pope Leo XIII says, "If we 
would Judge r1ght ly, the supernatural love of the Church and 
the natural love of country are twin loves sprung f1·om the 
same eternal source, since the author and cause of both 
is God. Whence it follows that there can be no conflict 
between these two duties." G 

4. The Socia l Cnnccr (E nglish vers ion of Noli Me Tnngere, by Oh,,~t"s 
R DPrbyah ir<•. 2nd ~•1. ) . p. !vi i. • ' 

5. Encycl. '"Sapicnli!W cbiHti tm a t··· 10 J nnunry 1890 ; Den?;i "e~. E• ncbl-
ridion n , 1936 b. ' ft • 

b ' torY ba5 
We may even go further and a ssert tha~ h 1~t is the 

repeatedly exemplified that the Gos pel, :wlnc ate bas 
divine mission of the Church to preach and pt·o~ag s of biS 
for its proper effect to make the individual . co~scl~~pted bY 
dignity a s an image of God and as one who 1s. a I:IiS o\\'11 

· · n t m our heavenly Fat her as a filial par t1c1pa ·tjzen con· 
ex.alted nat~re.. F urthermore, it. ~·~n.ders .th:n c~he so.~etY 
sc1ous of h1s n ghts and responsibiht1es w lthi th pohtlcJil 
which gave him birth and of the freedom, 'b.o of these 
and social which is necessary for the exerc;s~hrist con
ri~hts and responsibilities. Thus t he Gospe~ 0 basis {or t~~ 
t ributes to the foundation of a t rue and sohd forceful 11• 

development of a balanced, dignified and reall~ no cert~ 
t ionalism·. Pope Leo XIII made t his clear 1~ Noli 
terms two years af ter the p ublication of t e ,. 
T angere : that oll

6
' 

• desire rule, 
~e Church does not condemn . the r absoiU~ tice-

nat!On should be free from for eign ° 
1 

ut inJil5 
•11g 

. . wit 10 btl 
proVlded this freedom can be won ·sh to rd· 
N d · .vho W I 9cco -~ or oes she reprehend those \ d in teu 
i t about that states should be go~e~ne 

5 
be gra~oS" 

ance with their own laws, an d t he cltl~e; their ~! ' 
the widest possible scope for increasin n }lel·se .;eS' 

. shoW u·bet"' perity. The Church has always ·vii bi' 
most faithful supporter of l egit ima t e Clb·ect o! tJle 

5. Now, according to Rizal himself , the 
0 

;rrati"
8 

'l'}li> 
1 t . n al n 1 .he nove s was to expose in ter ms of fie 10 ciet:Y· v · 

actual evils which then afflicted Philippine 
1

50 
dUe tocticeS 

" · 1 large Y pra .• e socia cancer" was, in his opinion, to 50 n1e f. til""' 
decadent state of the religious or der s and par t 0 

11d to 
of the Catholic r eligion. Hence the la~ger r iest5 tlrflllcc' 

novels is devoted to castigating disedifYI~~ ps obset\ 
satirizing what he deemed to be supersti tlOil tJlest 

d tlt )16 
an practices of the Church. ..,e th pefl .he 

6. In the first place one ought to obsel life '" ., v
1
·., 

b k · . ' . n · al 's h "" o 1 
oo s were written m a per1od of ~"1z.c Chlll·c ClltJI ,'1 

was openly estranged f rom the Cathoh ·ditlg :" ~ ) 
. t . del"l v · riJ 

pom . of denying Catholic doctrmes, . WJ1el1 'fll"e fl<' 
practices and despising Catholic worshiP· t }le ( 1·11 Jle 
18~9, Dr. Tavera told Rizal in Paris " th:}ler fll:e 5~eti 
tn~d . to defend him (Rizal) before Fa 11ars, .t 1ell ;sOt! 
pla mmg that, in the attack upon the f th!lt ltJ1'lp9r.i 
wa.s .thrown so high and with such forc~•'fhis ~0 11g11' ot 
:·ehgiOn,". Rizal corrected him saying : Jl'liss~l~jtiotlJ i~ 
I S not. quite exact; I Wished t o tht·oW t he sUPeJ.S pll;e\t.': 
the friars; but as they used t h e r itual and f t l11lt 'fld t) ollc 
a religion as a shield I had to get rid o. g behJ Cll I ~~ 
order to .wound the ~nemy tha t was hid:;ed theJ)vdc~}li~ 
Hence, Rizal positively avows that he atta he 9 ~of ;11~ 
religion, since t he 1·itnal and .su.perstiti~a.thoJiC)'Ie ~ !Of 
were in many ins tances the sacred acts of tbllt t }l;el ·~i0~ 
and pious p1·actices. Even if it wer e ~rile ~5 tl . 

5
e re1\s ~' 

as .a ·Whole were maldng use of r e1igtOll di"lfl ed ~Jl~~, 
then· abuses, it was a mistake to attack the ,#Jed~ ~ft; I'~( 
professed by them A d R" 1 h "mself acicno <t }1e Jv't;Jiol' th · n Iz a I 11 111, Jlv t 

e e~d when he wrote : ''! r etract with a a nd coe (j~ ·5' 
ever m my Wo?·ks, wtritin.gs, publication s of tl• ~ J•:ie 
been contrary to my status as a son . 110 :1~' 
Church." u 0t,o 11~0r1 .i' 

: . . It is. t rue that in hi s nov'els R izal wrot~~ tlle ,.. ,. 
torY' fictton, moreover in the lur id style 11l;cl 

' 1ss&; 
J ufle 6. Encycl "' L 'b 

7. In lhe. Let~ ert~s. P!"aestanlissimwn". 20 
8. R. Pnlm n p r. Ci ted 1n no te 2. I n- t !G· 
9. J . Cnvnn~n l'l:ci o

1
! the Ma~ny R nce. p p . 1

62• 
• zn s Un!nd m g Glory, P · 
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School A d . t : . 
of th~ ki n 1 1s a drawback common to all social novels 
against ~~ t~at the more effectively they portray the evils 
the im w 1.ch they are written, the more they tend to give 
is fos~~e~s1on that such evils are typical. Tl1e implication 
but are

1
: t~at the abuses are not limited to individuals 

and PPhcable to the "'group· that they are the norm not- the . . , 
not only f exception. In our case this impression arises 
the exp rom the content of the novel itself but also from 
" • ressed int t ' h "-Uthor' D . . en 10n of the writer himself. In t e 
UJill strt erhcatton" of Npli Me Tangen Rizal said : " I 
lu.ithf11u; e t.o ?'ep-roduce thy (my fatherland's ) condi t ion 
everyth

1
·
1
,' wtth01tt disc1·imination ; ... sacrificing to t?<tth 

genera} .g · ·• ·" Rizal here patently mean t to portray a 
d' · condition f · . · 1\tidual ch o hts ·country, not aberrat10ns of m-

'I'h aracters · 1 ,, erefot or 1so ated cases. 
one" acceet, When in these · novels we can hardly find even 

Pea P able r r· · · r hau h e tg10us priest, but practically "all" ap-
chel'llus ~ ty, cruel, morbid, hypocritical, licent ious, trea-
eye, ' a word 1 h " atnong th .'. ~ways hateful in some aspect; w en 
~nd he as a e Ftltpmo clergy only ''one'' Filipino priest, 

[l~ a noble 1~ ehxception to the others of that time, appears 
tctu tg t .to h . 

\\lh red as r ' '~ en all good and pious Cathoh~~ are 
... at else ,v g 

1
ossly Ignorant and ridiculously superstitious: 

"'as th ou d a . in e ge ny ordmary 1·eader conclude but tbat such 
!! the · PhiJ~er~I condition of the whole Catholic Church 

st . \~e needPPmes at that period? 
ance not de h · I · tic 5 Of ab ny t at there were then part1cu ar m-

Sine Of religiouse.s and superstitious modalities in t he prac
llo:ers atnon n 111 the Philippines. There were, of cour se, 
"-'ho. And n g all-too-human Catholics in those times as 

llt o one p I . 
~heir ay not hav rop~s~s to condone the defects of c er~cs 
lbte hu station. N e exlub1ted the discipline consonallt WJth 
Cath lltan be· evertheless though composed of defect-
tt 0li tngs and f ~ · · th ''e · c Chur h . uncbonmg through their agency, e 
nect~lldefectiblc ts of divine origin and is, for this r eason, 
t ton . e sour . . ''aa • lt rn~ b ce of truth and holiness. In this con-
alld COtntnittect e remarked that God in His infinite wisdom 
at &1-a the · · · 1 t ' ew ce to tnesttmable treasures of Hts r eve a wn 
hetr:l'ds ot th ~en, without in any way depriving these 
tillle y their ten· freedom to be faithful to their gage or to 
J,. • as · rust .,.T · R ' I ' ll "da8 tn ou . · nence, it is no wonder if m JZ~ s 
Iller 'h ~OJd C~;l there should have been priests who, l~ke 

"-'ea'- 11llself st for a handful of silver, or who, hke 
ft~· "lles8 • the p . f 
1 

1thr'Ul denied h ' l'tnce of the Apostles, in a moment o 
~Rs ~ ' Christ d 18 Lord. Because these disciples were un
thealte eaae to b oes not cease to be God nor do His teach
to <~t ~ Pti ests e true. Rather, does nqt the defection of the 
~ the ~ surVj Prove the divine indefectibility of a Church 

01'ter 't'tse andve during centuries the decadence incident 
~ o deer · Co o ~ r late . ~ne of empires and cultures and which 

t· lltJeh.. eneralit r dts1ntegrates merely human institutions? 
'tll~ ·•tn I e from d t '~II "e Of a I Pl'i . unworthy particular instances an o 

ll ~ r 111. '_Vol'th ests IS to in flict a great injustice on a ~ul
li!lt;t ah1~ou8 Y;,.'~ell-deserving a nd edifying Catholic pnest s 

ll)A, ••d ' .l'Jhpi • ' d .• th 
9 
"<~. Of \\Th nos and foretgners, who bve tn e 

CCI · lt . orn there are many examples in our own 
"!- tholi Ja tl'u 
c~heral:. li'aith e. that most of the t eachings agains t the 
t~ ~to<li Cathot the novels are put in the moutl1 s of either 
ill ej\- fa~ alld p~cs. of the type of Don Rafael Iba rr a, Don 

the ~t~. as 'I' 881.bly Elias, or of Catholics who have. lost 
\\lo htlipp· asto the Philosopher Such per sons roo sted 
"&~ 't'~ 1lles . · h h t and 1~ ~ ~e · ' and 1t is obvious that they t oug 

~. t 'lln Of 
erb~8hi reGt'2ed ( Englis h version o f E l Fil ibustcrismo . by 

' nd ed.) p p . 20 & 21. 

spoke as Rizal makes their fictional counterparts think and 
speak, viz.,. in terms of anti-Catholic ideas, with jeer s at 
Catholic doctrine, with impieties, ~tc. If the author 
would not in any '~ay suggest that these were his own 
opinions which he :groposed to his r eaders as true, it 
could be said that he 'was merely making use of the 
novelist's right to por tray people as they are. But this 
is not the case. E vident ly the author here shares 
these ideas and offers them to the reader as h is considered 
and approved opinions. One gathers this from the sed
uctive allure with whlch they ar e presented because of the 
favorable light in which snide cr.iticism is set forth, or be
cause of their utterance by noble characters, or on account 
of their being supported by seeming ly unanswerable ar-
gument which can in no wa y be contradicted. 

Ftuthermore, and this is what f orbids any possible mis
interpretation o'f the author 's mind, there are passages 
where it is not any more the novels' characters but the 
author himself who speaks, ·who makes us understand with
out cavil that the tea chings deroga tory to Catholic beliefs 
and practices are also his mvn. u 

10. In these two novels we find passages against Catholic 
dogma and morals'" where ·r epeated a t tacks are made 

. against the Catholic rel igion in general, against the pos
sibility of miracles, against the doctrine of P urgatory, 
agains t the Sacrament of Baptism, against Confession, Com
munion, Holy Mass, against the doctrine of Indulgences, 
Church prayer s, the Catechism of Christia n Doctr ine, ser
mons, sacramenta ls and books of piety. T here are even pas
sages casting doubts on or cover ing with confusion God's om
nipotence, the e.xistence of hell, the mystery of the Most 
Holy Trinity, and the two natures of Chr ist. 

11. Similarly, we find passages which dispamge divine 
wo1·ship " , especially the veneration of images and relics, 
devotion to the Blessed Virgin a nd Saints, the use of 
scapular s, cords and habits, the pra ying of rosaries, no
venas, ejaculations and indulgenced prayers. Even vocal 
prayers are included, such as the Our F ather, the Hail 
Mary, the Doxology, the Act of Cont rition, a nd the Angelus. 
Mass ceremonies, baptismal and exsequial rites, worshi p of 
the Cross the use of holy water and candles, processions, 
bells a~d ~ven the Sacred Sunday obligations do not escape 

scorn. 
12. We also find passages that make light of ecclesias

t ical discipline," especially in what concerns stole fees, 

11 Noli Me T angere ( P. Sa yo Book Store. Manila. N ueva cd. 1950 ) 
pp .54 65 57 74, 76, 76. 157, 159. 163. 165. 23·1, 286. ~ ~ 
In · E l• Fillbu st erismo (Man ila Fila t eli ':"• !llanila , 1908 ) P?· ~~~: 238. 

12. Noli, ibid. op. cit., agai ns t Confess1on. pp. 26. 183, l !ll, 231, ~82, 233, 
277· Bapt ism p 263' Communion, p . 171. 188. H oly Mass. ?•I, 119, 1 5~. 
171• 183· p~rg~tory,' 67-70 : Ji<:'ll. 69-70; . llliracles. 178, 2n8; Oatho~c 

g~~~ch~s.,;26 93.J6 . c':i;~u~~~1/e!i:1~~~j,oZJ: {if; g;tho~fc3 ' P;~~hit:.'s }~~-:~~~ 
171. liSSd;nl ~ap~lar7s.l c8or2d~4 b;~s;~ J:c~tr~n 8~;, lJZth!l~~; scho~o~. ~73~3~4 ;• 
231: n gen ccs, · . -o • ~ -· 
nlso c f 74- 76 · 113 160. 165, 268. 288. R 1 M 
In El · Filibusterism~. Ibid. op. cit., CommUI:>Ion. .P·. 206~ . 0 Y nss, 
140 207, H ell. 139: Miracles . 26- 27: Ca tholic rcl~g,on , -78207~m~10t~ t he' Church , 140 ; Prooch in g, 206: scapulars •. hnb•t

1
s . . ctc:,

07 
?sn s 

1 T · ' t God's omnip oten ce two natures m C >nst. ~ • - ~· 
H o Y N r}!" ~bid op . cit., ngni~st v enera t ion of image, 32-:S.J, 234, 

13. 0 ' · . t s ain ts 54 307~08· A ngelus, 275 ; Prooes:,.ons. 55. 
307: rle~ot•on H~ly Wnu;r, 1"G9 : Chur~h worship, 159: worship to ~ho 
158, 201 202, Ch h b ells 65 . Candles 74; Noven as. chw·ah prn~crs, 
Cross, 220; urc ' · ' 
74, 84 : S!"'dnY . duty, .~?d op cit. Yen crntion of images, 75: proces· 
I .n El Flh ~0stf0!,5.mfiot~ \vntc•·: 231; R itual Blc•sin!l . . fo, 223 : V<'ller:>tion 
S•on s, '!6· 166: Ndvena~ . Church prnyers, 11 ~ . 207. ? • ., .,, 
o f r eh cs. · , A 'ns t eltcommunicntionN. tnt, .. 00. 214, ~liw, 

14. N oll, o p . 0~·. 31~
111 

Pope' ; authority. 6fi, 08, 182. 189 ; education 
stolo fees: 26.h 74

1
-• 0~8 49 H o 274 . Cntholic burial. 28. 43, Monasteries 

in Cnthohc sc oo s. o , ~. • • 

o f Nuns. 321 , 882 : · t 1 f ees. loiO : education in Cntholiq 
In E l F ilibusterismo. op. C!l .. b s '! ~ 62 -63, 288. 
sch ools, 88, 95. 213: Cathoho u n n • 
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for any other noole purpose. Shou .a . ttacked, the alms to the Church, alms in suffrages for the dead, author 
ity of the Pope, excommunication, education in Catholic 
schools, Pontifi cal privileges, Catholic bur ia f, t he organ
ization of nunneries and monasteries~ Confraternities, Third 

defend their side in the same manner t hat 1.t l S a. action or 
specter of clericalism, bigotry, obscura ntism.' 1e f church 

11 f " paratlon o the like is invoked, and the wa o se 
and State" is hastily rigged to block our waY· rder Orders, etc. . d In o 

15. Let us be sincere and sb·aight for war · . to n1ake 13. These ar e the actual findings from a serene and Im
partial reading of t he t wo novels. Much to our reg~·et 
then. We feel it our sacred:- duty to come to the conclusiOn 
that these works, as any other of their kind, fall under Can. 
1399 of .the Code of Canon L aw wh ich establishes: 

. . . · · t necessai Y Jll&Y 
to imbue our youth W1th pat r wtJsm, l S 

1 

0 
that we . it 

them read that "confessionals are made s ntrY 15 
1 of cou ' to 

s in?" 15 In order to teach our youth ove . worshiP• or so 
necessar y to e.xpose them to jeers at Cath~hc t nearlY. 

''By the law i tself are forbidden .............. - ................... . 
• •. (2) books of any writers defending heresy 

or schism, or tending in any way to 
undermine the very foundations of 
1·el igion; · 

(6) books which attack or r idicule any of 
t he Cath~lic dogmas, or which defend 
errors condemned by the l:l.oly See, 
or which disparage divine worship, or 
stcive to overthrow ecclesiastical dis
cipline, or which have the avowed aim 
of defaming the ecclesiastical hierar
chy or the clerical O).' religious states; 

/ 

Evidently, some, not all, of the clauses of t his law· 
affect clearly the novels we ar e studying. This is indeed 
a matter of concern to all of us, dear children, and We 
are the first to regret that the books that were written 
by our foremost national hero inspired by the most 
genuine patriotism, have included such substantial de
f ects in their r eligious aspect as to r ender t hem objec
tionable r eading in such sense that only with due permis
sion obtained from ecclesiastical authority may these books 
be read by Catholics. This permission, however, is readily 
granted for a justifiable r eason, whenever the per son con
cerned has sufficient knowledge of the Catholic doctrine 
in question. , • 

This does not mean, however, that each and every portion 
of the novels f alls under this law. Those ·portions which 
do not contradict the content and practices of the Catholic 
Faith are evidently not affected by t he law. 

14. This being the f act, to make t he two novels in ques-· 
tion compulso1·y 1·eading matter in our schools, as proposed 
in the Senate Bill No. 438, is t antamount to forcing our 
Catholic youth t o r ead doctrinal att acks against their l'e
ligion without making it equally obligatory for them to 
read the -answer to such attacks. Is this being fair to 
Catholics? I t is t rue that our government allows t he 
teaching of religion in schools. But this does not do away 
with the unfairness of the pr oposed law, because while the 
goYer nment would impose the obligation t o t each the anti
Catholic side; as contained in the novels, it mer ely do es 
not oppose the study of the Catholic side. 

Or w1lf the government in the same manner make com
pulsory the reading of the Catholic doctr ines contradicted 
in those no_vels? But in that ev-ent would not the principle 
of separa t10n of Church and State be at once invoked 
against such remedial r eading? 

As in the case of a certain biography of Rizal, we see 
here the same tendency to discriminate against Catholics 
in this Catholic country. When there is a point of at~ 
t acking the Catholic position, the government seems to have 
the right even to spend the people's money in support of 
the attack, in the name of patriot ism, culture, histol·y, or 

· f 1s no r1es, say of stole fees, that "divine JUS ICe responso eli 
exacting as human" , to say that "noven;~those whO 1~01 
versicles and prayers have been composed f Cl urch does jt 

original ideas and feelings'' and that "the 1 nor dOeS to 
gratuitously save the beloved souls for ?~ou In orde: it 
distr ibute indulgences . without payment·. 

1 
ideals, 1~0rY 

t each our youth high political and s~~~:a of purg:peJsi 
necessary t o make t hem r ead that the 1 • the Go JlleJI' 
"does not-exist in t he Old Testament nor ~~lightest Jie~e 
that neither Mo!'es nor Chris t made. the d. d not be ci~c 
tion of it ; and tha t t he early ·Christ ians 

1
• yout11 iS & 

. . h oui re )S m a purga tory?" '7 In or der to t eac ••the 11! 
. . . · ·ls t hat 1 e "' r VIrtues, IS It necessary to t el l our gn hind t 1 r fo 

myster y (or corr uption ) that is hidden b,e es bettt jsteri 
of a nunnery· t hat it is a thousand t1~11 the c 0t

0 
b6 

' h n ln . t hem to be unhapppy in t he world t a t bot"ll. 
1 

co0 

that girls who are beaut iful wer e no tioflal15Ilpell~ 
brides of Christ? 18 Does patriotism and. na these re Jll11o>t 
sist in these a sser tions and many other s hk:rough~ute.,ri&eJI1 
again and again in multifarious ways tl n it 15 A,.e 110 

t t le 1 1>' ·ee· Of the chap tel'S Of thE:Se nOVelS? If nO I f :Ri$8 . 0~) re 
tha t the political and social pr inciples 0 conside~eref0_~; 
· bl h' ch we 'f•• ~e> t~epara e f rom those passages w 1 hurch· e 11° JS 
twnable from the point of view of our c. d in th e ide& 
th t ame 1! tl1 

e st at ements against the Chur ch con -ts O.J. 

Should never be considered indispensable pal I .. t)le5e 
! ~i 

we want to teach ou r you th . . ding 0 ·ted be 
\
1, . • . ·y r ea pJOI t 
•v e VIew wtth alarm any obh gatol . be e" del' ~~~· 

b . t' b stiY tJ1l f 0 Jec wna le passages for they can ea ·t unit1•. jt o 1~,,·, 
those who hate t he Church as an °PP01 }le sP~:r t>1 011f 
~uise. of patriot ism, under the cloal<. of ~tha-t. J9'5 of 
tlonahsm, t o imb).le with legal sanctiOn, J111Jl<l.tfjofl· .flo 
t b ' ) the e\Jli> !". 
o e e~act~d by Catholic le~sl~ors t heir r . ! jfl jt~· 

youth Wlth Ideas whicl1 are intmiCal to belle 1° A •s •s · ~~~-
1 ~ R 1' . d bY one o1le cJll pi 0·' e JgJous conscience is forme of v::!l tl1 

d, JaWS j'C •e fOf a nerence to the t eachings and t he C thO 1 v 9 1 • 

Catholic conscience, the'n, is guided bY w: tire :~oJiC:11iJ1~1 
and the laws of the Catholic Church. . d Cti file ft0 • 
in b ptt:ze ttle d to our _countr y, t here are manY a ve Ii .. jtloed 9 0~ whom Catholic teachings and Jaws }la f flllP ,.]'le .11 

· B 1' · s o }ea.• ,:c> ut on the other hand, there are mil IOn 
0 

the Cl1" o 
all levels of life f rom the f armh and t the 1 ~~( 
f . 1 ' 1 t ake o} e' essJon~ and academic professor w 10 •

0
vs tl1 ! 

the guide of their consciences. port1 !I of cieP;JI 
Once they become awar e that there are d }tl~ cofl~~ ~~~;· 

bo k h' h · s an ·r } f' 0 s w Ic are against the t eachmg the1 t1f• d 
Church, they will consider contrar Y t~ e1~ti?'e 

8
fJ'l e 

cornpu lso?·y reading of the no~els in thetr' nd }e 
not be sufficient to say t)lat prominent a 

15. Ibid., op. cit., T>. 280. 
16. l bid., T>J>. 106-107. 
17. Ibid,. , p. 97. 
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pinos cons'd h only 1 er t ese portions of the two books as attacks 
doctnon some disedifying priests and not as attacks on 
Catho~es of the Church. While these millions of faithful 
Polit' leis respect their political leaders and follow their 

lea and . l I Still c 'd socia eadership, they (the fai thful Catholics) 
onsJ er the ffi . 1 as the 'd o Cia pronouncements of their Church 

It . ~1 e of their faith . 
IS ln tJ ' ' 

gjsJators leir na~e that We want to appeal to our le-
lllillions ~ot t~ leg~slate a gainst the conscience of these 
freedom ~f then· .countrymen who have a right to their 
Want to t conscience as much as anybody else. If we 
of their each our youth to love, as Rizal did, the freedom 
d countryro 1 t ' amen tal f . . en, e us not disregard one of the fun-
conscience Ieedoms of our people, viz., their freedom of 

· 17· The~e i . 
Issues: Pat . s. a ser1ous danger here of confusing the 
tirnately ~obsm and faith. The two issues are so in
~eParate th ed ~P in Rizal 's novels that all our efforts to 
l~terpreted. emw ln ~his delicate question might be mis
hlds Us f ere 1t not because of Our Pastoral duty 
l'ath orcefuii . 
0 

er Prefer Y at this moment to speak, We would 
l~r Predece to keep a prudent silence on the matter, as 
us ssors d'd to sum 1 • But since We ought to speak, allow 
st~teroents, t~p Our mind in the following brief, precise 
g_n1dance. .A at We offer to you, dear children. for your 
~~ally to the ~~ ~e. present t hese to all Filipi.nos, espe
thUdy anct f . ;v-givmg bodies qf our Government, for calm 

e Cathol· air consideration. They are Our e-xpression of 
~OL lc sta d 

I l\1£ 'l'ANc n concerning the novels of. Dr. J ose Rizal, 
I ERE ~nd EL FILIBUSTERISl\1:0: 

na~e We, ~he Catholic Philippines Hierarchy, in Our 
Cath l~nd In the name of millions of faithful Filipino 

0 ICS · h shakable' Wls on this occasion to r estate our un-
the la vi loyalty to our fatherland, af3 well as to 

II ~ .ully constituted author ities of the country. 
· · ... •aithfui In lov Catholics wish to be second to n one 
J os·e ; and veneration for our national hero, Dr. 
inspira~~al, Whose patriotism r emains 'for us a nol5le 

III 1on. 
our · We a ssert that he is our greatest patriot and 
he o!:eatest national hero, not however for what 
at th ~ay wrote against our relig ion and which 
for w~ end he retracted "with all his heart", but 
Count r at he did on behalf of the welfare of our y. 

IV · 
te?i81~ The novels Noli Me T ange1·e and El Filibus-
Of n·10 

Were doubtlessly written as an expression 
.,.., :Hzal's 
.['hilip . ardent and generous love for our dear 
thelll ~~nes~ and there are beautiful passages in 
llagati ~ OWJng this; and we are in favor of pr o
!!enera~~ these passages and encouraging our young 

V. B ~n to read a nd learn them. 
'"hen nu. unfortunately these novels were written 
faith 1

' J ose Rizal, estranged for a time f rom our 
t ian b a.l~cl relig ion, did contradict many of our Chris-

VI e Iefs. 
h· · This · · t lilt in 1n no way implies that we must r eJec 
lllea·118 t order to remain loyal to our faith. It only 
he did hat We have to imitate him precisely in what 
Of his 7-hen he was about to crown the whole work 
to '"ith Ife . by sealing it with his blood: we ought 
his s draw, as he courageously did in the hour of 

ings UPteme sacrifice "whatever in his works, writ-
to h' PUblications a~d conduct had been contrary 

ls status as a son of the Catholic Chm·ch." 

A dying person's last will is sacred. Taking into 
account Rizal's last will, we must carry out for 
him what death prevented him from doing, namely, 
the withdrawal of all his statements against the 
Catholic f aith. 

VII. It is our conviction that to disrega1·d ..our 
national hero's last will expressed in his Retraction 
as well as his Last Fa1·ewell, is, far from reve~ng 
his memory, bringing it into contempt. 

VIII. It is t rue, as the Explanatory Note to the 
proposed Bill No. 438 3rd C. R. P. says that " to 
praise Rizal without taking the trouble to study that 
which elicits oul' praises is to be hypocritical." Hence 
we suggest that a Rizalian Anthology be prepared 
where all the patriotic passages and the social and 
political philo5'ophy of Rizal not only from these 
two novels but from all the rest of his writings, 
letters, poems and speeches be compiled. It is not 
only in the two novels but also in his other wTitings 
are the patriotic teachings of Rizal to be found. In 
order to compile an Anthology of the kind we suggest, 
we have already organized a committee which is mak
ing the necessary studies•. 

IX. Our objection then to the Bill proposed is 
not any objection against our national hero nor 
against the imparting of patriotic education to our 

children. 
X. Our Constitution (Art. 3, Section 1 (7), gua

rantees the free e:xercise of religion. The Supreme 
Court of the United States has decided that the 
American school children belonging to a certain sect 
cannot be compelled to salute the American flag 
because said act is offensive to their religious be
lief. (West Virginia Board of Education v. Bar
nette, 319, U.S. 624.) On this basis, We believe 
tha t to compel Catholic students to r ead a book 
which contain passages contradicting thei1· faith con
stitutes a violation of a . Philippine constitutional 
provision. 

XI. We, the Catholic Phmppine Hierarchy main
t ain that these novels do contain teachings con
t rary to our faith and so, We are opposed to the 
proposed cornpulso11J t·eading in thei1· enti1·ety of such 
books in any school in the Philippines where Catholic 
students may be affected. We cannot permit the 
eternal salvation of immortal souls, souls for which 
We are answerable before the tluone of Divine Jus
tice, to be compromised for the sake of any human 
good, no matter how g~·eat it may appear to be. "For 
what does it profit a man, if he gain the whole 
world, but suffer the loss of his own soul?'"" 

Given in Manila this 21st day of April in the year 
of Our Lord, 1956. 

Senator LIM. Mr. President, w ill the gentleman 
please yield to just a few questions? 

E l PRESIDENTE l NTERINO. El orador puede con
testar si le place. 

Senator RODRIGO. With pleasure. 
Senator LIM. Am I to understand now from the 

gentleman from Bulacan that according to the 
Philippine Catholic hierarchy, there is no objection 
to the approval of this bill, or thei·e would be no 

19. Mntthew. xvi, 26. 
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.d "I t'll have 2 753 days objection to the approval of the bill if the objec- TangeTe, one woman sa1 , s 1 ' covered 

tiona.ble features which touch the Catholic r eligion of indulgence and I think I have ~lready d 1 wiii 
would be eliminated from the compulsory read ing that up in my prayers this mormng, an . d that 
of these two novels? I am asking t his question give some to you." Father Cavam1a sai ica\. 

b 1 are coiil because I have not had time to read the pastoral some portions of the two oo {S t that 
letter. It was only published this morning and P recisely he has reinforced the argumen Iigion , . t our r.e it is quite long. these charges of Dr . Rizal agam s th be· 

Senator RoDRIGO. Mr. President and gentleman will not be taken seriously by our yo~Il 'take 
from Zamboanga, I would want to r efrain from cause if they are comical, nobodY f~th and 

· · th t t ' th · J 1 b 'd I h ave ai to answermg a ques 10n. em sen ous y anc, es1 es, , . Church 
Senator LIM. But as to that portion Tead by Your confidence in the ·weapons of our L ·d JesUS 

Honor quoting part of the pastoral letter, it would combat such statements of ridicule. 01 before 
appear from the words that you r ead verbatim Christ said, if Your H onor will permit :1~;,hicb is 
that the Catholic hierarchy, or Church hierarchy he left the earth, that the Holy .G~os 'one of ttl: 
better stated, because I would like to be known one of the persons in the Holy Truuty, Father, tb 
that I am a Catholic also, would not object to mysteries of our fait h, composed of the t here !0 

this bill if the objectionable features, par ticulaTly Son and the Holy Ghost, would be sen. es '"itbl~ 
those parts of the Noli Me Tangere and the El Fili- guide and protect our Church from ene; shl:lll I11~11 . bust e1i smo touching on OUr religion, WOUld be eli- and without and that the gates of ~ l -waS bO to 
minated from the compulsory reading feature of the prevail against it. Even before Dr. R1za vetl llP re 

bill. and all through contemporar y historYc' ~h0JicS ~If 
Senator RODRIGO. Well, that seems to be my now and I am sure forever t he non~ le J1.0t 0 llt 

understanding also. However, as I said, I would going to lambast our Churci1 and ridi~atter l:l~:es· 
not want to make a direct answer because Your the matter of Purgatory but also t he ~· .. the cor~> 

111 Honor is asking me about the meaning of something the virginity of the Virgin 1\IIa•ry, about a.l'ld Jllt~sJ1l 

~ that t he hierarchy has said. Now, precisely, I sional, about the granting of indulgences .,
5 

bB-P 1•
110 am suggesting and I am r equesting that duly autho- th t such ~ Jd '' J . o ers, about the 0ther sacramen s chi ~.j]u 

~ rized r epresentatives of the hierarchy, men who can h t. e a C1' 

~ talk h '" ere they say we should not bap l Z t the ~e 
, : aut oritatively for the hierarchy, be invited. has no chance to object whether oi' nose tlletl. 

9
s 

1 ~atever I . say now will be my own personal opi- would like to be baptiz~d or not, becau A 
5 

fill
1
.tJI, 

I mon. It Will not reflect the position of the hierar- · · t thS P f fil t 
h S th b t th . Is JUS a baby of one or two mon tt. er· o otJ · c y. o, e es mg to do is for us to refrain I a 11 

f rom the discussion of this until there can be that - -am concerned, r eligion being a rn rea.so Jievef 
closed door round-table conference. a believer in r eligion does not have tot to be .5 o 

S to yours is not to r eas; n out . you'l·s is btl tra.ctoJ tJtc ena r L IM. Your Honor, without having had d ' h . de es ~-
a chance to r ead that ·pastoral letter, I , myself , an no matter what Rizal and ot ei t l:lbtl5 coJl 
for my own personal reasons, am quite alarmed the Church may say, no matter vvha }lt~-ve f t~.~ 
because the only chance by which our Church could fr~ars, during the time of Rizal, rna:pirit 0 to 1

( 

rn~e me cha~ge my mind about this bill, because mitted, I believe that somehow the 11 see t ov 
I signed the bill . as co-author, is on the compulsory Catholic religion, t he Holy Spirit s~r aga.il'l~ot ~ 
nature of the bill. And I am alarmed I 'd that the gates of HeH shall not prevai ,vlils st"t 
because if that is the stand of the C;tha~· ~~1 .'- Church. Rizal was not a theologian. pel tll;oiJlsf 
archy, right now I _have. no doubts anymooi'eicthalett I- padre and not an expert on religion, a. cicS lil ]lY' ·i 

ld dents ·11 att a 119 eJ wou vote for this bill because as f WI not take seriously t hese erS0 . tll 0, 
religion and your religion, our r eli. a-ion I·s ar as my our Church. And so because of that, ~relS l1lef!le,e 

d' ' o• concerned bel' 11ov c v" 
regar mg the attacks, if we can call them att I , Ieve that we should r ead these two aJl1 col'l ecfl tiC 
of the late Dr. Rizal against our beloved Ch~~ \~, unexpurgated forms. But as far as I ubts• b pt.l~jf 
I am not worried about that-that RI. 1 t .· drc , as I told you, I have been having dol . .., tlleee!l ,r.· 

'd· 1 f za n e to alth h t p 1-o ·v~J 
l"l ICU e, 0'1' example, our theory our b 1. oug I was able to be presen ve J.l t~fl 

1
1v 

there is Purgatory in which I beli~ve tha~ ~f tt~adt hea.rings only once, every nigh~ I tlh~Jic peotl'. fllJt~ 
to ridicule the indulgences Fath 'c e rie tenmg to the r ebroadcasts of said p J.l ..-. d c ..,pd 1' 
th t D R' ' · er avanna said h ~:~... e)' 1 

a . r IZal has painted the indulgences in a ~' ~l'e ln~ny Witnesses t estified ~tO tO bB }:Jj)J: 
1
tl1' 

comica manner because some old I d. v. ould hke to confess that I Wlsh tlliS }1. ...,~ o i~ 
saying that according to the Noli Me Ta Ies were ened on the aspect of compulsion of /i1-ltlrc ,.e~~ 
the El F '' 'b L · ange?·e and th t · th 1·c V'' d~ 

I t"1 us e?"!,smo part icular ly t he N ol,; Me a Is e only f ear that our Catho 1. pfOE> 
" lose m . '. h t 1ts any of Its f a1thfuls, or t a 
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its attempt t • be . o spr ead the Catholic religion would 
linpeded. th in h' t In e sense that the statements of Rizal 

Is wo I student I nove s would affect the minds of the 
Church\ am not worried about that because our 
has en a~ enough weapons to counteract that. It 
attacks ougt weapons to be able to withstand the 
Inen th no only of Dr. Rizal but of .perhaps wiser 

an Dr R' 1 . as some f · Iza m matters of religion, such 
Rizal co~ld our Protestant ministers, because while 
?tovect it b n~t . be e~ualled in patriotism, for he 
111tnatte Y giVIng his own blood and life at least 
th rs of · I' · ' . ~t he Was ~e Igion, mu~h as I love Rizal, I know 
lehgj00 Just an ordmary layman He knew 
A.t Perhap f . · ene0 • 1 s 1om a few years' study at the 
My Church a~ not wonied, 1 am not afraid at alL 
~l'Ushect by ~s very strong. It is not going to be 
b·he only ch Just a few comments from Dr. Rizal. 
t~U, and 111;nce ~f my changing my mind about this 
co e comPulsoronJ.y w.orry, is the debatable point of 
lla~ld he sho Y I eadmg of these two novels, and if I 
llti U1·e shou];n and co~lVinced that the compulsm·y 
attght still ch not be mcluded in this bill, then I 
alll acks of Dr an~e my mind ; but as far as the 
hav not w01'1.: ~Izal on the Church is concerned, I 
biJi: a strong1~ . ab?ut that, frankly speaking. I 
bishy of the p aith In the church, from the infalli
Of bo~s, the b .0he down to the cardinals, the arch
the ~. niza] 0 lS ops and the priests. The attacks 
Of Ucket 11 the church are but a small drop in 

11o11 co.rnp d 
lltiestg ·Catholic a~e . to the attacks and sermons 
~Y · .numsters and even non-Christian 

sell.t questio 
tul'e aa-n.end-n now is, is Your Honor ready to p're-

Of ••tents t 
~e the hili . 0 ~how that the compulsory na-

to l' llatol• :n_ Is Objectionable? 
a efl' . ODRrGo I llq if atn fro · : started to say that I wanted 
l'eas011 the gen~ discussing the merits of the bill, 

li'j1. 
8 'Without e~n will allow me to explain my 

~el'it st Of all l~ten·uption, I will do so. !'0.11 ~ Of the bi;~ls is no~ t~e time to discu~s the 

0;1"ile~ the Se · Th~ b11l I S not under considera
l"t the ~:t: S].:)eec~ate t~s mm·ning. This is only a 
a {)t. t01lb11I, and j I d1d not touch upon the merits 
llj tttqe ch, on th stated very definitely that I would 
h aq ., :f:'ol' ct1·co e ll1erits of the -bill. There will be 
~-'0' q· "'CUs . 
t 1llts 0tn z Slon. I want to assure the gentle-
0~t . l alnbo . th l , . think an~a that I can explam those 

<lt c \>11} , , . . I Will have very valid arguments, 
~t olll vvait f . . h \vi j• 

8 
es, the 01 the proper time, ~nd w e~ 

l!q th tq econd 11 I shall explain t hose pomts. 
'Q tet. i Y vel' :reason is, I would be inconsistent 
h.. Y ~t" llto di<> Y stand this morning if I were to 
··to "llcl "'PUt t· · 1 l'at0t·· llo\v . a 10l1s right now, becaus\ precise Y 

0 
1Un1 

0 
ls to calm down to have a sort of 

83o n th ' · b'll ·' ---....8 e heated discussions of this I 

in order to silently seek an understanding \\ith the 
members of the hierarchy. And so, even at the 
risk of people here saying that I was not able tc. 
answer the questions and arguments of the gen
tleman from Zamboanga, I am willing to take that 
risk bec~use I think it is not prudent to enter into 
any heated discussion. 

Senator LIM. I would not say that the gentleman 
from Bulacan was not able to answer my question. 
Let my rema·rks be perhaps a call of attention to 
our Catholic hierarchy that in their pastoral letter, 
I assume it to be so because of the portions that 
the gent leman read, they don't seem to be against 
the bill even with its compulsory nature if the com
pulsory reading of the Noli Me Tange1·e and the El 
Filibu,ste1isnw would not be applicable to the objec
tionable features thereof. Because if . the Catholic 
hierarchy will not later on or subsequently object 
to the bill because it is unconstitutional in the 
sense that no one should be compelled to read or 
not to read anything, if it is only the fear of ou·r 
priests or even of the hierarchy of the Philippines 
that the statements in these two books against the 
church will inpede the progress of their religion, I 
am not worried about that. As I already stated, 
our Catholic church is much bigger than any indivi
dual, bigger even than our great · Malayan hero, 
our beloved Dr. Rizal. 

I thank the gentleman. 
Senator RoDRIGO. Thank you very much. 
Senator ALoNTO. Mr. President, will the gentle-

man yield? 
El PRESIDENTE INTERINO. El caballero de Bula-

can, puede contestar si le place. 
Senator RODRIGO. With pleasure. 
Senator ALONTO. Frankly, I somewhat hesitate 

to take the floor in asking a few questions of the 
distinguished gentleman from Bulacan because I 
might be misunderstood, as he claims to be mis
understood. But precisely, I would like to ask 
these questions to clear any doubt from my min?· 

I cannot understand t he controversy. That IS 

the truth of it, Mr. President. Of course that is 
understandable because . as .my distinguished col
leagues in the Senate call me, I am a non-Christian. 
So I cannot understand why we are fighting ove1· 
something i rhich we should not fight o~er. To 
my mind we are trying to create a mountain ou~ of 
a molehill, and that is precisely why I am asking 
these questions. . . 

My ·first question is, I would like to be cla'l'Ified 
as to the statement of the gentleman from Bulacan, 
about loyalty or love for God and loya.lty or l~ve 
of country. To me, those are ..,"'O thmgs wh1ch 
are quite different from each othm nd do not con-
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filet and which to my mind cannot conflict. So I 
would like to be clarified as to that. Is there any 
way, is there any instance by which love for God, 
or loyalty to God, or loyalty to religion, or loyalty 
to church fot that matter, can conflict 'yith that 
inherent love of a person for his country and his 
homeland? That is the , question I would like to 
ask first of the distinguished gentleman from Bula
can. 

Senator RODRIGO. Well, I agree with the distin
guishecf gentleman from Lanao that there should 
be and there can be no conflict between these two. 
In essence, they should be in harmony. But some
times conflicts are created not because of religion, 
npt because of country, but conflicts are created 

- by men. I will give an examp1e to the gentleman 
from Lanao. 

There is an order by the Department of Educa
tion that folk dancing should be compulsorily taken 
by public school students. But there was a protest 
from a certain Mor-o group that folk dancing would 
be against their religious belief. I am not ac
quainted with that belief, but that is their belief 
and I absolutely respect it. Now, as the govern
ment insisted, in spite of the protest of this Mor~ 
group, in compelling Moro students to tak'e up fo1k 
dancing, there c~me a conflict between religion and 
government. But the government, in that case 
following democratic processes, through our Sec~ 
retary of Justice, ruled that those Moro students 
cannot be compelled to take folk dancing. 

Senator ALONTO. Well, I agree with you there 
but folk danci~g _does not involve love of country: 
What I mean IS, If there is a conflict between love 
of country and love of God. That is what I am 
asking. What is your stand? 

S_enatar RoDRIGO. I will give the gentleman an 
example, although he knows this already as a law
yer. He was my co-graduate in the Unive ·t 
f th Ph.l. · rsi y 

o . e 1 Ippmes .. There is ·that case of Jehovah's 
witnesses. Ther_e Is a standing rule in the United 
States and also m t?e Philippines that there shall 
be a flag_ ceremony m the morning for students in 
the pubhc schools, and the indispensable rt f 
the flag ceremony is for the students to safu~ t~ 
flag, and the reason for this is precisely to incul~ 
cate love of country and nationalism Th 
b • f th" 1" . . e mem

eis o Is re Igwus sect called the Jehovah's wit-
nesses appealed to the government and "d th 

I . sa1 at to 
sa ute the flag IS against their religous c . 
b h . onscience 
eca~s~ . t ey thmk that it is included within th 

proh1b1bon that they should not bow to e 
· d . any graven 
Image, an so they said that if their ch"ld 

II d I ren are 
compe e to salute the flag, they would violate their 

' C t of the religious conscience. The Supreme oul ot 
d ts cann 

United States decided that these stu en J stice 
be compelled to salute t~e flag, and th~·o~gh e ~ourt 
Ja~k~on, if I am not mis~ken, th_e Suple~ed cons· 
said m substance: " that If there 1S ai:Y _fix h t it is 
tellation in our democratic firmament, It IS t ad de
not within the. power of governme~t. to ,~x ~~d so, 
cide what shall be orthodox in r ebg10n. In t}le 
that is the ruling. in the United States .. secre· 
Philippines, that is the same ruling by oui not be 
tary of Justice, that Jehovah's witnesses can matter 
compelled to salute the Philippine flag no because 
how patriotic saluting the flag might be, 
it will violate their religious conscience. the 

t rolong 
Senator ALoNTO. Now, let us no P entieJl'lnJl 

controversy between us, but ·what the ghere (:1li1 
implies, is that there are cases where t d Jet tl5 

be a conflict between love of country, an '
0
f God· 

say, ·religious practices 01' as you say, ]ove·t atiOJI5 

' . d Sl U"" 
Senator .RODRIGO. Situations anse an . ·ng. 

have arisen, and situations are still arlSl tieJ119Jl 
}1 gen ·oJI 

Senator ALONTO. Well what would t e 1·tua·t1 

1. ' the s pe-Ike the Senate now to do in case flict f 
ld . . b a con o 

wou anse m which there would e. d Io"~ ~ 
tween love of country or nationalism an pr·actlc \' 
G · · ·us 1 o' . od? In short the stand of the rellgiO trY• 1 to . , . oun t 
m any religious sect or church in thiS c to ac ' ,0r 
would you like the Senate as a bodY 1·n fa~J-e 
. . · · or }J' resort m favor of the religious practic~, 0 uld 
f I I "~ 0 ove of country or nationalism? ·oJI, 

the gentleman to define his stand. d qt.tB5~}l9t 
Senato:· ROD,R.IGO. That is a verY goo eecb i '~ plY 

but I thmk I answered that in mY sP J1l.etl pd 
the s t ·· . f the .., 9 . ena e Is to consider is the side 0 

11 tbew Jlclh 
longing to that religion and then to ca vi"e vl!l 
to consult them and tr~ to find a modU: forJ11 pt· 
con:mon ground, · and try 'to look for ate tl~dj0v~ 
Which shall be satisfactor y to the Sen j , rellZ"S tO 
the same time, not objectionable to th P Jl'le~ jt.l# 
group. Now, we should exhaust evet~I ,11e rf0' 
fin~ that formula before we say : w~ tbtlt. v5~ 
decide because we want the Senate to d .,.,&11~;, \'jJlr 
we sh ld ·pie w d ' .ttl ou fiTst exhaust every possl 1 goO tJ1e-o· 
the utmost statesmanship, humar~.itY ancd 1et .

0
v1ld,; 

get t~ese people and talk to them aniJlg gl vfld · 
explam to us, until we can find a rneet. g gro vflt~ 
ThNow; supposing w~ cannot find a rne,~~:pdel· oo;, 
C en follow the general principle, nd tOS 0 , 
thaesa~ the things that are Caesar's, ~ ,~ord pof~i 

. e thmgs that are God's " In othel f teril !Itt . 
cide first "f th· . . tter o rt1 ..,,e 
liti . 1 

. Is ls a case or a ma ·t js a te~V1e 
f es, or Is It a matter of religion. If 1 iS st.lP !l 

o temporalities then the Gove~:nrnen~ }1 tlle 
But if •t -' ' f 1t ' 1 Is a matter of r·eligious a 



,f t)Je 

.annot 
ustice 
co uri 
cons· 
tit is 

~
d de-
d so. 

J1 the 
"'ecre· 
otbe 

tteJ' 

cause 

SENATE 953 

Government should 11ot tread into that sanctuary· 
reli · ' gious freedom should prevail. 

wi~~nator ~LONTO. As a matter of fact, I agree 
fo You r1ght there. Supposing in a situation, 

r exampl h · · 
I. e, w ere you cannot reconcile that there 8 absolut ' on e controversy, that you have to choose 

e or the other? 
Senator R of J h ODRIGO. That has happened in the case 

e ovah' · salut . s Witnesses. There is the law that ftag 
rerneec1s compulsory. The last resort is our Sup-

ourt Th Jehovah' · . at to salute the flag is compulsory. 
children s h Witnesses protested. They said their 
but th s . ould not be compelled to salute the flag 
· e auth ·t· ' ttons a d or1 1es refused to hear their protesta-
appe~Ie: t ~~the members of Jehovah's witnesses 
and the So e Supreme Court of the United States, 
favor. uP'reme Court decided the case in their 

Senator A 
'"ords I LON To. Very good Now in other 
about' def:~ .very glad really ~bout y~ur opinion 
Pl·actices ~ In~ !he ~}.[inn and JlOUr 1•eligious 
0llly diff~. cause that should really be so. The 
'"hen the te~c~ ?etween your opinion and mine is 
~Y inheren~e~lgJOus practice should conflict with 
ave of c ove of country I think my inherent 

Co OUnb_-,r h ' Untry 1 c " s ould prevail, because without my 
~XarnPle, ina~ot ~ractice my religion. If I am, for 
ph~ glad th tussia, ~ cannot practice my religion. 
gi 1hPPines ~ I am m the Philippines, because the 
d on. So 1 ~lves me a chance to practice my reli
b~~'t We, for e!end my country first. So now, why 
'"h ef atnon :x:ample, as you said that there _is a 

at is c g Your church that "Give to Caesar 
l'ean aesa ' ' 
bo Y know r 8 and to God what is God's," I don't 
to 0bks. Be Why the Catholics are opposed to these 

e cause I · . l d a Mosle~ am not a Cathohc, and I happen 
sq

0 
° not co .' l would not take that as an offense. 

gj\1 llld offen:Slder t~ere is anything there which 
is ~ to Ceas my religious sentiment. As you said 
m\1 °d's, sup;l' What is Ceasar's. and to God what 
b00~ to Itizal use We give to God what is God's and 
C0d 8 and if th wh~t is Rizal's? Let us read his 
that' let the C ere 1~ something that is there against 
~a.1 thel·e . athohc priests show in their sermons 
bri.e,s Let t~s something wrong in the books of Ri-
~ ts ot :a~ People decide which to believe : the 

~ enat Izai. 

the \~ai~~ ~ODRiao. I ·appreciate the suggestion, but 
that lll, so 1 am not here to discuss the merits of 
hitq \\>hen th ~uggest to the gentleman fTom Lanao 
bo~e to atten~s round table conference is held, for 
0lte t t~at as the round table confere~ce and pr?-: 
boiltt ~lng, 0 a compromise. May I Just e:x:pla1.n 

\\'as 1, . f coul'se, this is a digression, but this · 
alsed and it does not even have reference 

to the merits of the bill, so I .think it would be in
nocuous, it would be beneficial to discuss this point, 
and that is the point ra_ised that in case of a Teal 
headlong and unavoidable conflict between religion 
and State, that we should always side with the 
State. My stand on that point is : not always. I 
am sure the gentleman knows the story, and a true 
story, of Socrates, the philosopher of Athens. So
crates was spreading ideas among the youth c,f 

Athens which according to Socrates was the truth 
and so he was charged before the court for a cri
minal offense for allegedly corrupting the youths of 
Athens and during the trial of Socra..tes the pros
ecutor propounded to him this question. The p1'o
secutor asked him "Supposing that there should be 
a conflict between Athens and the truth, which 
would you side? And Socrates hedged In the be
ginning and he said "I think there can, and there 
should be no conflict between Athens and the truth." 
But the prosecutor insisted, "But supposi-ng there 
should j)p.. that corraict; .. \v.hich- would you side?" 
Soc1ites answered "ThE' h:uth." And he was ex
ecuted for that. Another example. 

Senator ALONTO. There is a parallel between Ri
zal and So era tes. 

Senator RODRIGO. Yes, Your Honor, that is he 
, was executed but that execution did not bring ig
nominy, did not bring shame to Socrates like the 
execution of Rizal which did not bring ignominy 
and shame to Rizal. As a matter of fact, Rizal 
himself showed us an examp·le that during his time 
he opposed the government for what he thought 
was true. Now, you mentioned Communist Russia 
and other satellite countries from where we have 
heard Cardinal Mindzenty. Cardinal Mindzenty in 
his country which was behind the Joron Curtain 
was made to choose between his country and his 
religion which he thought and believed was the 
truth. Cardinal Mindzenty made a choice of the 
truth over his country. So there are cases when 
we have to choose the truth even against our coun
try, and even Rizal in his "Noli Me Tangere" and 
"El Filibusterismo" was the first to admit that our 
country and our people are not pet·fect, that we 
have many defects, and so if our people are wrong, 
is it our duty to obey the people just because they 
are the people? Even if they are the people, \Ve 
,must believe the truth. 

Senator ALONTO. That is good. I think Your 
Honor should be congratulated for that. But sup
posing you are in this situation. You know you 
have never felt how it is to be in the cultural nti
nority or may I say in a ·religious minority. 

Senator RoDRIGO. Right now I am feeling how it 
is to be in the minority insofar as public opinion is 
concerned. That is the way I feel. 
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Senator ALONTO. Suppose it is the other way 
around, that the distinguished gentleman from Bu
lacan belongs to the religious minority, suppose 
the gentlemarr is made to choose behveen his reli
gion and his country as I have on many occasions 
called upon to do. For example, it is the religious 
practice of my brother Moslems to be allowed to 
have several '\Vives, but because the law of my 
country demands that no polygamy is allowed, 
Moslem though I am I have to give up that practice. 
And supposing it is that way with Yo.ur Honor 
and he happened to be in the minority and some 
other religious groups happened to be the majority 
and since morality after all is relative and what may 
be moral to you may not be moral to others. Sup
pose in this country the majoTity is Moslem and 
it imposes a law of nature which is polygamy which 
to the Catholic Church is immoral and in which you 
are given the alternative to choose, how will you 
choose between the country you loved and the re-
1" ,ivf"' "' "" .. ~ .... ! . - 1\..r,.. ._."ft ,..,: . .;;." .:J~ ' 

, lh!nous practice you folloW~t.n-~~-~··- - -
Senator RODRIGO. It is not an extreme case. · The 

question is supposing this were a Moslem country 
and the law was passed allowing polygamy, what 
would I do as a Catholic? There is no conflict 
in that because the law of the country only allows 
polygamy but does not compel polygamy. In other 
words, if the law says it allow& polygamy and I 
am in the minority in a Moslem country, all that 
I would do is not to take advantage of the situa
tion. But when it becomes compulsory, then there 
is conflict between that law and my religion. 

Senator ALONTO. In that case, I would like to 
find out what the distinguished gentleman from 
Bulacan would do in a situation like that. 

Senator RoDRIGO. I have already said that in 
spite of the fact the law allows polygamy I will 
not have more than one wife. But the law will 
not punis~ me f~r _that because the law in your 
example IS permtsstve and not compulsory. 

S~nator. ALoNTO. Your Honor is trying to evade 
th.e questwn. Supposing it is compulsory, what 
will Your Honor do, will Your Honor follow the 
law for love of you-r country? 

Senator RODRIGO. I will not follow the law. 
Senator ALONTO. That is a case where y 

Hono , 1' . our r s re Igwus practice conflicts with youx love 
for country. 

. Senator ~ODRI?O. It is not only a matter of reli
~ous practice, 1~ is a matter of dogma and the 
-w ay we look at It and I think even the Mosl ' 
creed says that the end of men is not only · ~~-s 
wol'ld but what is more important h . . I~ . Is 
salvation, etermil punishment and eteren'!ael Ihs e ~rnal 
· th · th · appmess m e o er life. If I were to be in a country 

· 1 aillY where the law will compel me to practice po Y.g
11 

a· 
1 I Wl s 

but I know that if I submit to that aw . b like 
crifice my eternal salvation, then I better :.., to 

· throw .. 
the early Christians who suffer ed bemg . ternal 
the lions instead of losing my chance for e 
happiness. 1-th the 

d. ·ee w Senator ALotlTO. I am SO'lT Y to 1sagr Chris· 
gentleman's statement and I am sor ry for t he 
tians who were thrown to the lions. ? :NoW, I 

Senator RODRIGO. May I answer that· d to be
do not think, Mr. President, and I refuse y inten· 
lieve that the gentleman from Lanao h~d _an beliefS· 
tion to take lightly one of our basic Christia; g your 

Senator ALONTO. No, Your Honor, I· e 
pardon. t II tbe 

Senatoo.· RODRIGO. But I would like to :tfellse 
gentleman from Lanao-no I am not takin

1
g1 . .., tbllt 

, 'P a .. -s 
for what he stated-! just want to ~x 111a1iY1 

according to our belief those Christian ,,rere {.o 

fed to the lions are not to be pitied, theY to tb~ 
b . . ' thl'O'I;\rJ'l thflL· _ e env1ed like R1zal. because those . life, ~ 
1. - h- d. · - ~ · -.---: , 1 goa 1 H1 
IOns a finally earlieu tuttl· tina - , 
is eternal salvation . ..., sort)t · I aw e 

Senator ALONTO. I still envy them put 
0

j 11t. ~te 
for them. We are digressing from the ~55ue· ·v1 
us go back to the main question at 

1 
50rne~1 its 

have here a question of choice bet~ee~}isJll• 10e to 
that represents love of country, nati?n pe~us .Jd• 
grassroots, in its primary consideratJon"' Je ,fo:~~ 
th Fil. . th 'vV!tO t ~~ e 1pmos today and even to e. tlla 111fl 
everything that is Filipino is everythlng ge11tl~ j5 

stands for. For the information of the· Jl tllil-td' 
d f . . nati0 tJll ·. · an o the Senate, m Indonesia, a ut co rJC' 1 

very much behind in education than. 0]11.[e 'J'Cf,'fl-ef(lo' 
these two books of Dr Rizal the Nol~ . ed :P1 .,,Ll' 

d · · . ' oriZ ' ~cvr c a~ the El F~ltbuste1'isrno, a·re me~ . tne 0 ~e! 
r~zed by elementary pupils even dur1ng d tl1ei eJ.' o! 
bon by the Dutch of their country, a~ d~:Pg t oC~ 
do~ng it even surreptitiously, even 11~nt t.l'la 9fl~, 
bei~g punished by the Dutch govern.J1l coPied tt!l~, 
cu~led Indonesia. These bool\:S are . n 1a:P~Jl~0 
prmted and translated in the Indones~a J1l ill oPJC· 
an~ they became a Bible of nation~diS all P~illJl~: 
nesia. They are read in that countrY bY C.l'llo'15~~~J1t:tl 
Ch · t' the sv 1 ris Ians and Moslems, and among prote ofie.~11c 
they are Tead by the Catholics, bY the ·n !11° fl t cl' 
by all Christian sects. All of thei11 1 peg'~pe1l o~ 
love these books of Dr Rizal and the[e jfl~liPj11 ,,t 
fire which won for th~m their ultii1l~rY' flJO !)~;~· 
ence. Now, here we are in this coun '~~ot ce pf· 
who have been proclaiming before the eJl0e~t, . ,,~ 
we are inspired in our fight for ind~Po:f £9- ·J·ell 1'11 

our h · t;tel ,,9-J t1 
. etoes and Rizal, and as a rna . qv ;;e 

RIZal became a national hero, fightll'l;d tlle 
about whether to read or not to r e 
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books of Rizal wherein everything that he stands 
for ev 'd · I ' ery I eahsm that he stands for is embodied. 

B
am certain and I apologize to the gentleman from 
ula - h -can, t at I cannot understand in my humble 

way I ' th ' cannot under stand why we should object to 

b 
e compulsory reading of these books. May be 

ecause a I 'd . b ' s sa1 , I am a non-Catholic and may be 
r:;:a~se I am an extreme nationalist, that if my own 
in Igiou~ beliefs , if my own r eligious practices are 
I ~onfhct with what I believe is love of country, 
un~eo~~e the latter. That is why may be I cannot 
But rs and why we should quarrel about this bill. 
rathe~-~~ertheless, in "the event that we choose or 
thored b he Sen~te. chooses to approve this bill au
gas 

1 
~ the chstmguished gentleman from Batan-

manng ·t . school I compulsory for everybody to r ead m 
book· s the unexpurgated versions of these two 

s of R' . a law d Izal, m the event that this bill becomes 
the ctist'oes ~ot Your Honor believe-! am asking 
F'ilipi Ingmshed gentleman from Bulacan-as a 
somet~~ first and .above all that we have done 
'done ng that tlus Sen ... ~~ tt-.;" ("',..~ r-.. ·~ "' s· · 'nas • sorn thi • C< ~'- > .!!. • .., v VHo.l \:.~ > 

Into la'"' eth ng: lf this is signed by the President 
S ' at IS good for our country? 

. enator R _ 
l'lght f ODRIGO. Well those are things which 

rom th ' ' 
'"hen th' b' e very beginning, should be discussed 

IS Ill . Would lik IS taken up for consideration, and I 
SPeech. n e to repeat that I am here on a privilege 
· 1ere1 t 1n~ a s 

1 
. Y o touch on ways and means of find-

u · 0 ubon · . ntty, N" In order to conserve our national 
~ents. 

1 
ow, those are a'l'guments, very valid argu

Is officiall Wo~ld like to hear them when this bill 
answer Y discussed and I shall be ·willing to 
tl·ence' i and 1 hope that if this round-table con-

that s called the gentleman from Lanao will go 
a.r l'ound t bl ' gtlment - a e conference to present those 
~el·ence 

1
- s.l But even before the round-table con-

JJef 8 leld 'f · · 
13 

01·e thi . ' I It Will be held at all, and even 
c: na.te, if \~Ill is t a:ken into consideration by the 
., llnot und e gentleman from Lanao, as he says, 
"lll' er st d P lghtened an our position and he wants to be 
t~0"tlel." occ' .then as I said, while this is not the 
a.ne gentle~Sion for that, I am willing to be with 
cla. d l ' " ill :n o~e whole day just the two of us, 

Ys. h xplam our side even for one or two 
Ot· .out i 
oth °Ccasion ~ t~~ ·meantime, this is not the time 
ta.It et· n1att . 0 discuss this matter, and we have 

e up. el s, more important bills w..hich we should 
~en 

ha. . ator A. · 
t0t~1 llg the 10~TO. The gentleman is very kind for 
"vh one Patience to explain his side to me even 
toY he ~r two days. But I cannot understand 

t· a few oes. not have the patience to explain it 
minutes on the floor of this body. 

Senator LIM. Mr. President, with the permission 
of the two gentlemen on the floor, may I ask the 
gentleman from Lanao just one question. 

Senator ALONTO. If the gentleman from Bulacan 
will yield the floor to me so that the gentleman can 
ask me his questions, I would be very willing, Mr. 
President. 

El PRESIDENT~ IN .tJ.!IL~tL~i.J. ~La 'ivit!i:;a u~sea. 2.dvPrtir 
al caballero de Bulacfm (Senador Rodrigo) que la 
hora de privilegio reglamen~a1;ia ha t erminado y a 
menos que el Senado de su consentimiento unanime 
no podria continuar en el uso de la palabra. 

Senator PRIMICIAS. Mr. Preside~t, I move that 
the gentleman from Bulacan be given a few more 
minutes of the privilege hour. 

El PRESIDENTE INTERINO. Hay alguna objeci6n a 
Ia moci6n? (Silencio.) La Mesa no oye ninguna. 

El caballero de Bulacan puede continuru:·. 
Senator LIM. Will the gentleman from Lanao now 

yield to just one or two questions on one point? 
. El PRESIDENTE INTERIN0 E! :::a!::;;l1lel'O IJU.ed& ~Qll
~staf ·si ie place. 

Senator ALONTO. With pleasure. 
Senator LIM. This perhaps may be academic, but 

it may perhaps become interesting because of the 
fact that I am from Zamboanga which is more or 
less known as a Moro land because there are many 
Moslems there. I am most concerned with the 
conclusion that I am forced to have from your ut
terances regarding choice between religion and 
country.. Are we to unde-rstand that it is so in 
accordance with the Moslem religion that when 
there is a headlong conflict bebveen your religion 
and your country, as a Moslem one must choose 
his country ? Or is that only your personal dogma 
or belief? This is a very honest and sincere ques
tion. 

Senator ALONTO. I would like to inform the gen
tleman from Zamboanga that when I stand here 
to speak, I do not speak as a ·representative of the 
Islam r eligion. I stand here as r epresentative of 
the people of the Philippines, as a member of the 
Senate, and I speak fo'l· myself. 

Senator LIM. Since I expect Your Honor to know 
the Moslem religion, cal!- Your Honor inform us if, 
in accordance with the Moslem r eligion, when there 
is a headlong conflict between the Moslem religion 
and love of country, a Moslem must chooose his 
country? 
• Senator ALONTO. Frankly, I would like to inform 

the gentleman from Zamboanga, if he really ·wants 
to know \\'hat the tenets of the Islam religion are, 
that it is a theory of individual salvation. So your 
salvation depends upon yourself. You can either 
go to Hell or to Paradise, depending upon your
self. It is up to you on how to act. It is up to 
you on how to saYe yourself. 
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The PRESIDENT. The gentleman may Y Senator LIM. In other wo·rds, according to the 
Moslem religion, a Moslem may either choose his 
country or his ·religion in case of a headlong conflict 
between the two. I would like to know that. 
Frankly, I have no other motive in asking this 
question except for purposes of the record in the 
Senate and for my own satisfaction that it is so 
in ac~o.rd.ar.~e ~itL: - ~;_~~- ~~::,:2:;rrJ. religion that be
caus e it is predicated on individual salvation, a 
Moslem is free to choose either his country or his 
religion in case of a headlong conflict between the 
two. _ 

Senator ALoN'ro. Oh, yes. If your actions are 
acceptable to God. . . 

Senator LIM. Just one final question. I remem
ber Your Honor said a while ago that in case of 
polygamy, for example, you have to make a choice 
between your country and polygamy which is al
lowed by your religion. Is it not so that you 
have to abide by Philippine laws because other
wise_j~ you m.l!n :y ~ore than once you have to 

-g(;to jail? - - -
Senator ALoNTO. That is correct, in spite oi the 

fact that polygamy is permitted under the Islam 
religion and because that is only practising publicly 
what others are practising secretly. 

Senator LIM. That is beside the point. That is 
really beside the point. My question only is : Is 
it true that it is not the Mos1ems who choose not t0 
practise polygamy, but that they are compelled by 
Philippine laws not to marry more than on~ ; other
wise it will become a crim~ which must be prose
cuted and the violators must go to jail? 

Senator ALONTO. Believe me, that is one of the 
proofs how the Moslems in this country love their 
country; otherwise since there is a law prohibiting 
them to practice what is allowed by their religion, 
if not for love of country, there will be repercus-
sions. 

Senato"r LIM. There is no conflict there. My 
point is that perhaps it is not the Mos,lems choice to 
prefer his country to his religion, but perhaps in 
this particular case, he is compelled not to maTry 
more than one because our bigamy laws apply to 
Christians and Moslems alike. 

Senator ALONTO. I do not think that compulsion 
has got anything to do with their following the 
law. 

Senator LIM. Well, I am through, Mr. President. 
Thank you very much. · 

so desires. 
Senator RODRIGO. With pleasure. t I do not 
Senator RECTO. In view of the .fact :~~ful sp~h 

wish to deviate from the text of the ~~ Bulacan, tn 
delivered here by the gentleman fro hethet the 
formulating my questions, may I kn?w wsome tiJlle 
gentleman will yield to these questwn~ cretan' of 
after I have been furnished by the ? e 
the Senate with a copy of his speech· 

Senator ROD,RIGO. Certainly. . vieW alsO of 
Senator RECTO. Some other day, In 

the advanced hour. ·t 
S t R Y erJ111 

ena or ODRIGO. es. tl man P tlY 
Senator RECTO. Now, will the gen de not e2Cilc 

5 
me to make :a question whi_ch has to fo hiS addl'~s 
with his statements in the course 0 urse of ~ 
but with a statement he made in the c~ernan ftO 
answers to the interpellation of the gen 
L~M? ~ 

Senator RODRIGO. Certainly: . . . the Jeh0" 
Sen.at"!: ."P;P.G'J'n, Jn !!~m.nect•CHi vnth 

Witnesses case . . . per 
Senator RODRIGO. Yes. n r?fl1-8~ tlle 
Senator RECTO. poes the gentlema eat fol ce-

and will he have any objection- to r:f prol1°~~ of 
benefit of the Senate the fundament me Coll ro· 
ment made in said decision by the supre ental for 
the United States and which funda: e legt~ 
noun:e~ent was made the basis of 

1 
. }lt/ r 

constitutiOnal ruling in the case? bel' rtg yet 
Senator RODRIGO. Well, if I reme~hat ct~~ tlti5 

did not make a thorough restudy of t whe t tile 
b~ca.use I am reserving my study of t~~ of fe.c e tl~ 
b1ll Is actually discussed and as a m~tt 

0
t co~flte1 

gentleman himself said that that dld. 11 
fY' tlte ~ .• lifll 

· dur1ne P' 11d m m~ speech, that came up only .· }lt, tlle ell~ 
11 ~ellatiOib-however, if I remember Il~ 

11 
co~PI91ild, 

m that case is that if the regulatlo_ a ~10 cof. 
t d t fl g ls e.c .,{v s u en s to salute the American a dents vv t 
~f the reli~ious conscience of those stuJ eho"9: 10 fl0 

mg to their creed in their sect, the d sh0 v 
nesses, then the government cannot an ed i'e 
compel them to salute 

1
·od0c rf 1, 

· ·eP I ·o Senator RECTO. The statement as rditioJ'l:il. ~ pJ 
the gentleman is hypothetical or conertioJ'l• 
pronouncement I mean was an ass 1e 
nouncement by the Supreme Court. 10~( ~1t' 

, Senator RODRIGO. y es. will £1.1 J1flt tVe 
Senator ALONTO. Thank you also. Mr. 

dent, I think. that other members of the 
would like to take the floor. 

Senator RECTO If the gentleman t "'' tJt l Presi- to f . h . · tha pO ~v r 
re Ies h1s memory, may I saY aid o. 

3
flt ~~~~ 

Senate Supr~me Court of the United States 5t}lat ~ ~ 
Senator RECTO. Mr. President, 

man from Bulacan yield? 
meamng of the salute to the flag was ,,,tl'llJ'l will the gentle- a 1 d vel " 

P e ge of allegiance to what e 
flag Symbolized? 
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~enator RODRIGO. I do not remember that portion. 

tl 
. enator RECTO. Well, that is there. Now, does 

liS b'll 
. 1 compel the students or the professors of 

P~bhc schools and p'rivate schools to pledge alle-
giance to the t h. . . . it , eac mgs and opm10ns of R1zal, or does 

80 
~ake only compulsory the reading of his books 

the' at .both professors and students can make up 
di Ir lnlnd whether they will agree with Rizal or 
~agree with him? · 
Senator R · 

cons·d ODRIGO. It does not; this bill under 
1 erat' S Ion does not require allegiance. 
enator RECTO y -

S . es. 
enator Ro to rny . DRIGO. But may I continue. The basis 

Court ~nnd of the decision of the "(j. S. Supreme 
Prirna:r~f the case of J ehovah Witnesses was not 
the fia ~ and physically on the fact that salute to 

Sena~ lS oath of allegiance . . . 
Pledge 0~.r REc~o. Not oath, I did not say oath, 

Senator assertion. of allegiance.' 
~hat that RODRIGO. But the fundamental premise is 
Is .agains:~~te :o .t~e flag, whatever it might mean, 
Witness e I ehgwus conscience of the J ehovah 

S es. 
enator RE 

that th CTO. What the. Suoreme Court said was e sal .. - · - - -1':cited duri u~.e _to the flag plus the pledge that is 
glance ng the salute ·were an assertion of alle-

~en~tor R . 
~Pinion of ODRIGO. Now, how can we explain the 
b ancing, Wh~ur ?Wn Secretary of Justice that folk 
t e .cotn.Pell d ch Is not a pledge of allegiance, cannot 
hen· re}i .e to Moro students because it violates 
~e g1on? 

nator R 
Senato·r ECTo. Folk dancing? 
~en at RODRIGO. yes 

\'< ' 0 1· R · 
lth this? ECTo. But what does that have to do 
Sen t . 

ge a 01· Ro 
ca ntie:tnan i DRIGo .. Well, because according to the 

nnot be' n the case of the flag salute the students 

J 
Senat compelled. 

Ust· or REcT 
is lee is n t 0 · The opinion of the Secretary . of 
~tl not eveno t the opinion of the Supreme Court, it 

P1'e:tne C he opinion ·of the members of the 
~e o.urt. 

as thnator Ron 
tl-tat ere is n Rrao. Yes, that is right, but as long 
Sec . \Ve sho ~dother opinion to the contrary, I think 
~ 1 etal'y Ofu J f~llow and heed the opinion of our 

h 'lenat usbce. 
t->Ow or RE 
l<l.to el's? Wh CTo. What about the separation of 
:Yi 1l's ? b at about our own opinion as legis
o/\d. oul' 0°~ .the gentleman believe that ~e should 

he b ._. P lllon to the Executive or to a member 
~ .(!,--.ecur 

1.. ellat 1 ve Department? 'Jltt 01• :n . 
stu ~t the ODRIGo. I would not yield to any opinion, 

<:hed. sh satn.e time these opinions which are well 
OUld have advisory effect. 

Senator RECTO. Does the gentleman believe that 
he ca:n rest his stand r egarding the alleged uncon
stitutionality of this bill, on that opinion of the 
Secretary of Justice on folk dancing? 

Senator RoDRIGO. I do not say that, and I wish 
to inform the gentleman from Batangas that I 
am not here ar guing for the constitutionality or 
l!!!('On~titnt_ionality of this bill. No. What I am 
proposing preci.c:P;;r is a m~eting, a round-table con
.ference, in order to be able to' thresh 'out this 
matter. 

Senator RECTO. That is what I understood from 
the gentleman when I heard him invoking the deci
sion on the J ehovah Witnesses' case, and if my un
derstanding was not couect then and the gentleman 
believes that he does not have necessarily to rest ~ 
his stand on the validity of that decision . . . · 

Senator RODRIGO. No. As a matter of fact, I 
·want 'to announce that the decision on the Jehovah 
Witnesses' case is not even a decision of the Philip
pine Supreme Court; it is a decision of the U. S. 
Supreme .Court . .. 

Senator RECTO. I am glad to hear that. 
Senator RODRIGO . ... and we are an indepent

ent- c"O~ntl·y;·we uo· not have -to -foJlo~Jhe decision 
of the U. S. Supreme Court. But at the. siime 't-~Zl-~ 
we can learl}, in the course of our study, from the 
decisions of the U. S. Suprem~ Court which, after 
all, is considered the cradle of democracy. 

Senator RECTO. The gentleman admits that our 
own Supreme Court has not made a pronouncement 
on this case. 

Senator RoDRIGO. That is a fact. 
Senator RECTO. Now, coming to another matter. 

The gentleman read some news item from the "Ma
nila Times" about a dispatch coining from I loilo 
to the effect that a priest . . . what does it say? 
I do not want to misquote. 

Senator RODRIGO. It says in the subhead on page 
1, front page of this "Manila Times" ·of today, • 
Apr il ~3, 1956: "Iloilo Catholics see Reds in move ;" 
then under that, "Iloilo Catholics. Iloilo City, April 
22.- Catholic church leaders in the Jaro archdiocese 
declared .today they see a Red hand in the attempt 
to misr epresent Rizal as an anti-Catholic . . . 

Senator RECTO. So the Red hand is behind those 
who are attacking Rizal as anti-Gatholic. 

Senator RODRIGO. How is that? 
S~nator RECTO. That is according to the dispatch 

that a Red hand is behind those who are attacking 
Rizal, and t hey are a nti-Catholics. 

Senator RoDRIGO. Bl1t who is attacking Riza1? 
Senator RECTO. That is not my statement. That 

is the statement of the dispatch. 
Senator RODRIGO. If that is the statement of the 

dispatch, then I completely disagree with that dis-



• 
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patch. As a matter of fact, I said in my speech 
that I refused to believe that. . 

Senator RECTO. That is all, and thanks to the 
gentleman. 

Senator TANADA. Mr. President, will the gentle
man yield? 

The Acting PRESIDENT. The gentleman may yield 
if he so desires. 

Senator Ron13.!.CC. V?rrlt. }J··~ASUL c. 

~enator TANADA. I am not going to question the 
gentleman from :Sulacan on the decision of the 
United States Supreme Court in the case of Barnett 
regaTding the salute to the American flag, because 
I don't think thfs is th~ time to discuss the merits 
of the case. First, I would like to congratulate 
him for his nice speech, and I would like to join 
him in his request for a round table conference, 
because there is nothing like a free discussion of 
any sul5ject especially if the subject is an important 
one like this. However, I would like to request the 
gentleman from Bulacan to modify his request in 
that the round table conference be not held behind 
closed doors. Let the round table conference be 
held in public like the one yre are ccry'~•·::tii1g i 1vw 
in c~nnec.ti\.in with this bill, because it is to the 
interest of all th~ people that the manifestations 
therein to be made are known by them first-hand, 
not from reports. gathered from the newspapers. 
I believe that whatever incident that might have 
arisen in the hearings held in the last few days could 
be avoided, whereas a round-table conference behind 
closed doors, I think, is not democratic, so what 
do you say if we hold that l'Ound-table conference 
in public because, after all, this is a subject which 
is of paramoun~ interest to the people, and i( our 
people are not mterested to express their views in 
the conference, let them do so in public, even at 
the expense. of his being ridiculed even like the 
way you thmk. What is the reason fO'r a round
~able conference behind closed doors? Let us make 
It open. 

~enator R?DRIGO. The gentleman will agree with 
this plan which occurs just now to me which is the 
reason why I suggested a clossed-door conference 
I see the point of the gentleman. But what b t. 
th' . a ou 

Is compromise plan: hold the conference with 
memb~rs of the press and radio and with t 
re~ordmg, so that after the conference the aple 
'N 11 h th" peop e 
' ld th ear ;:ery.ll mg that is said, and the press 
an e ra IO WI be there to cover the conference? 
!he reason why I want to avoid this public hearing 
Is, perhaps, there are only a very small portion of 
our people present in our public hearing rna b 
50 people present. But at the same ti·me 'th Y .e 
th t thi th , ere Is 

a ng at we WFtnt to avoid, that passion·, 

that booing and clapping and cheering. If ~h; 
gentleman wel'e only present at the public hear!Dt 

. ca.I11e o 
that we held, especially when t he hearmg n 
the second day, and the third day, the gentlernJ~r 
himself will agree that the better part of vajng 
is prudence. Now, without ~n any waY digJ.~:s:on· 
from the democratic feature, we can have th J)'Ulke 
ference with all newspapermen presen~ t~ shD'~ 
coverage, tape r ecording and even a. hgh hich, 
over the ·r.adio, but let us avoid any incident "'te jt. 
instead of solving the problem, might aggraV£1. ,·vith 

t tn•ee • Senator TANADA. I am sorry I canno ao~ the 
that compromise suggestion of my coHeague~e to 
d. t· . h 1 , becau 1s mgu1s ed gentleman from Bu acan, con· 
adopt the closed-door conference is ~ot even 1~mise 
ference as suggested by him in his coillP ressb'• 
prop_osal which, in effect, implied, if not e-:d tb:lt 
admits that we Filipinos have not yet reac Jy iJl1' 
stage 'vhen we can ·discuss really and .openuS· If 
portant subjects like the one confronti~g }l.eal·iJlg'' 
there are unruly individuals in the publiC 1 eit e~· 
let the chairman of the conference order t 

1
d doot.-5 

elusion, but to hold a conference behind clo~e . trulY 
· t · ·ed .. ol ul' 
IS 0 adrn_It. that W~ :?Xf' DOt yet pr~p~l U j!l yo J 
democratic processes. So I am w1th yo f fg.ct, 
request for a conference. As a ·matter ? bt P0'\'t 
believe there is a conference going 011 rig of tltfl.r 
You are only underlying the importanc~. ov11 
conference, and I join you 100 per cen d doors, 
suggest that let us not do it behind cJose.s soJJ'le-

. - g 1 re· 
as ·If the very subJ. ect we are discussiP Jl,.,ot ~ 
th · · ca P ·usv 

mg that the people of the Philipplnes t uS J t 
c · fi . d Ie _..,efl eiVe rst hand. Suppose we do It an fore~~ rt 
heed the suggestion that a more rigid en .... eeS? ,_,tf 
of th 1 · nferep ·oJJ'" . e ru es be followed in these co tr~:t1 · Jld 
Is even a training for us Your Honor,-£~. ehe5 ~Jl1 
for the people who will iisten to the spee tr~0~;ll 
who will be present in the conference, a .,,po 
fo . • I se v• 

r CIVIc mindedness or both for thO ·t? 
9

te• 
appear in the confe;ence. H~w about lb.~ $(l_J1 ~ tl 

1 
Senator RODRIGO. I will leave that to. t )10]dl~icl1 

a thou·gh I h d ce Ill . ,\., . ., say w en we use pru en tteJ. J1le''' 
closed-door conference, especially on a J!la s of ,c~oof 
to~c~es one of the most sensitive feehll!]Osed tlll\t 
religious feelings, I don't think that a t st.lre te~'. 
confere · l ...... os ctil \ . nee Is undemocratic. I am a J•~ ·wd OJ tile. 
even In dem t· h Vn1 · e 
th ocra 1c countries like t e delle ' 

ere ar t· ru r e Imes when according to P del 
also hold 1 d ' )e " pe H c ose -door conferences. 0 raP 1e 11 

tl owever, before I stood up the hOf told Jl\'IJjC, 
. eman from Batangas Senator Laure 1' uef ' ~eJ'J 
lS agreeabl . ' y evv pe fl'' 
I b . e, ~n accordance with rn . to t e !I t 

su mltted to him N I brnit thiS deJ1c t.e5 
ate. to . . ow, su ru }le " 

' . me I leave it to the wisdom, p to t 
sagacity of th d ~s 

d e members of this bo Y 
an most ff t· e ec 1ve procedure. 
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Senator TA-that if h NADA. I· think Your Honor will agree, 
and 

1 
we old this conference behind closed doors, 

tingu· ha~ addressing my remarks to the dis-
IS ed cha' · · tion th nman of the Conunittee on Educa-

in thi ~n the discussion on the merits of the bill 
doors.s all ~ must necessarily be held behind closed 

Senator Roo frorn Qu RIGO. I have a suggestion; gentleman 
s· ezon Wo ld ~ ton on th · u you agTee to leaving the deci-
ll'littee 

0 
~procedure to be followed to the Com

Sen t n .c,ducation? 
b a or 'l'AN Ody! ADA. You have submitted it to this 

b Senator RODR . 
Ody, IGO. Yes, I am submitting· it to this 

Sen at d or TAN ernocrat' - .ADA. Personally it would be more 
fel'e lc to let th b d ' nee Would b e o Y decide whether this con-
I Senator R e held behind closed doors or not. 
b arn announO~RIGO. That is precisely 'vhat I said. 
Le decided b cmg that I ·would rather that matter 
e~ this bod: dth~ body itself. -I agree with that. 

enato ec1de. 
S r TANAD tl enatol' S A. Thank you.-

erna.,.. . ABIDo M,. n . - . 'l' J.l ~1 'rh'1 Yle)d t · L • •• : .t'eslden t, "''i 1 "' le gt:n .,,2-
'"ish e PREsm~ a question? 

S es. NT. The gentleman may yield, if he 
enat . -

~entl or RooRr . . S ernan fl'o GO. Certamly, with pleasure to the 
tl enator 111 Albay. . 

ernan• SABmo I . ~ellti s bl'ill . · listened r eligiously to the gen-
till&-u:rnan fr;ant speech and I wish to join the 
sotne;h~ed ge::;,l Quezon in congratulating the dis
to &"i lng fl'o emm1. But I just want to lmow 
the :e ll1e th1~ ~he gentleman if he _does not mind 
!Qan se'"sPape: Information. It was published in 
0f th tate th t s and I believe I heard the gentle
~ll.e)(~ bil) bu~ hhe do_es not object to the enactment 
·l li'ilt~l'gated t e believes it was necessary that the 
l!)(~la11tb'Uste1·is ext of the Noli Me Tcmgere and 
~llll·e atol'y ofmo should contain certain footnotes 

lllac :)(Planat· certain passages thereof ·which re-
~ an? Ion I h -tL >,;)en · · s t at correct, gentleman f rom 

••at atol' a 
'''a llly ODRrco AI tq ~ tlr statern · most entirely correct, except 

4 
E! bilJls: l ag _ent t_o the gentleman of the press 

~llects' l-Iow lee With the spirit and objective of 
f!:e'Y lloJi alld cl::.:r, I said we have to study certain 
" ~ti0"" cy to 

1 
Ify certain aspects and following 

vllr 'l t ook f . t:q &-at o the ff or any solution I made a sug-
t· llt·ct. eq edit· e ect that why not adopt the unex-
t0 •t a 1on . t · it ll.. l-r Uthor iti W.,1 h proper footnotes prepared by 
l lleellls o:veve

1
· es · That was my personal sugges

t~ Qo ·hke) ' When the pastoral letter came out, 
e ~\.1 llot l'lli; dn1y suggestion was not followed and 

&"&-estio~ t announcing here that I proposed 
0 one, two or three members of the 

hierarchy. However , that is my personal sugges
tion. 

Senator SABIDO. And that continues to be the per-
sonal belief of the gentleman from Bulacan, that 
with such formula we can avoid the gloomy picture 
that the gentleman from Bulad.n has masterfully 
made for us of the situation? 
• .Sen&tm~ -~CDRIGO. If out of that formula these 
books can no longer be cons1ciet•ft:··~wing under 
Canon Law 1399, then I stand for that. As -~ 
matter of fact, up to now I am trying my humble 
best to lay down this formula to both sides. I hope 
it will be accepted in the round table conference. 
That is one of the formulae that I personally as 
member of the Committee on Education will pro-
posP.. 

Senator SABIDO. Do I understand then that what 
I have stated and corroborated by the gentl~man 
from Bulacan represents also his personal opinion? 

Senator RODRIGO. Yes, Yo11r Honor. 
Senator SABIDO. Now, considering, gentleman 

from Bulacan, that the sponsor of this measure, 
the distinguished gentleman from Batangas, made 
it -very, v;;;:..·-; del::"!.' t.hat there is nothing in the bill 
'vvhich forbids anyone to comm-ent ou the G~mtents 
thereof, that in reality if your opinion is followed, 
tliere is no conflict at all; considering, I repeat, that 
in answering the questions of the gentleman from 
Quezon the gentleman from Batangas made it very 
clear that there is nothing in the bill which will 
preclude or forbid anybody from commenting on 
the contents the1·eof. If Your Honor's opinion is 
followed, there will be no conflict at all. 

Senator RODRIGO. I would like to clarify my sug
gestion, because wheri the public hearings were held, 
the aentleman from Batangas stated his under-., 
standing of my proposal and I would like to state 
that the understanding by the gentleman from 
Batangas is not exactly in accordance with my un
derstanding. During the public hearings the gen
tleman f rom Batangas had occasion to state that my 
suggestion was this: to allo\Y the reading of the 
books to be made compulsory but in Catholic schools 
allow comments and annotations or footnotes . 
That is not t he real meaning of my suggestion. 
The real meaning of my suggestion is this: that all 
students whether they be in the public or private 
schools ~-ho state or through their parents state that 
the text they want to read is the footnoted edition 
because that is the edition a llowed by the rules of 
their {!hurch if, of course, this will be acce~table 
t th church then these students not only m the 
~ath~lic scho~ls but also Catholic students in the 
public schools should be given the right to ch?ose 
th footnoted edition. But ther~ seems to be a little 
m~understanding. However, I stated I still believe 
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personally that would be a happy solution or at 
least the basis of a solution and so in this round 
table conference as I said I am going to propose 
that again and see if that is going to be accepted 
or accepted with certain modifications. 

Senator SABIDO. So in accordance with the gentle-
man's opinion he thinks that ~Y such a formula we 

L 
can avoid all conflicts in relation t~ thi" bill? 
Senatolj.@i~·il:O:-"vvhen it-comes to a matter of 

<itsc1Pline within an organiza}ion, I am not an ex
pert theologian nor · a canon law expert. On 
matters of faith, I express my opinion, but if the 
authorities of the church to which I belong decide 
that my opinion is against canon law, I have to sub
mit to the decision of the church authorities just 
as I will submit to the decision of the Supreme 
Court even if that decision happens to be contrary 
to my stand. 

Senator SABIDO. And I believe the gentleman 
until now has not changed his position in relation 
to the bill the fact notwithstanding that a pastoral 
letter has already been published. 

Senator RODRIGO. No, as a matter of fact, I 
studied the pastoral letter. read~ ..$...1; _::,.T ca,.;. a-:fu1~y 
and at;_~·{!iiig- to my-p-er-;ou"~ j ud.gment, that pas
toral letter does not close the door to a pronounce
ment later on if they would find it right to make 
an announcement that footnotes will be made. 

Senator SABIDO. So it is the position of the gen
tleman from Bulacan that those footnotes can be 
very well read by all the students? 

Senator RoDRIGO. That is my layman's point of 
view, but as I -said when it comes to religious pro
nounc~ments, when it comes to interpretation of 
the canon law, I will submit as a true Catholic to 
the decision of the chin·ch authorities just as I 
would submit as a good Filipino to the decision of 
the Supreme Court. 

Senator SABIDO. And the gentleman from Bulac{m 
agrees similarly with me that considering the 

' answer given by. the gentleman from Batangas, the 
sponsor of the b1l1, to a question propounded by the 
gentleman from Quezon·that there is ~othing in the 
bill which would forbid or preclude anybody from 
comm~nting on t~e conten~ of the books, in reality 
there Is no conflict at all m relation with the pro
posed bill. 

Senator ~ODRIGO. There seems to be a misunder
standing on that, because that was the way I unde _ 
stood it when the question was propounded on t~e 
floor of t he Senate and answered by the gentlema 
fro~ Batangas. But as I said during the publi~ 
hearmg, the gentleman from Batangas mad 
statement and clarified the way he understood em; 
proposal that these footnotes and explanation will 

. . . l but that be allowed only m private Catnollc schoo s,. bliC 
the footnoted editions 'vill not be allowed m pu ow 
schools even for Catholic students. So I aro ~ is 
clarifying my stand, my proposal. My propo: 

5 
to 

this: that the footnoted editions, the footnon~wed 
be prepared by the church be allowed or be ~ dent, 
by law to be as a matter of choice .fol· anY 5

• ~1e be 
ar.y Catholic student, irrespective of whethei 
in a private school or in a public school. ·ssible 

f tly perrni Senator SABIDO. Which is per ec gentle-
in accordance with the answer given by theQuezoil· 

f rom man from Batangas to the gentleman answer 
Senator RODRIGO. Yes, according to ~he erfectiY 

given on the floor of the Senate, that IS Jic benr· 
permissible, but as I said, during the P~ m ]3ll-t2n
ings I understood that the gentlem3;n fi 0 ]3atnn· 

from ·1JI gas would limit that. The gentleman . aslc b1 

gas is here. Why does not Your Bonol . t 
fer clarification? . does !1° 

Senator SABIDO. With this clarifica~loneJCtent tl:~ 
the gentleman believe that to a certal~~ }1e s~~r-
gentleman from Lanao was right wh y as P 
that the situation is not really as gloorn nS 
t «• "r 3 v. • ..e~~ ?. 1·e d - - . ht the J1 • 

Senator RODRIGO. Yes. If I thoug d the roll 
no chance, I would not have propose . tl!" 
table conference. ·u the geJl 

Senator PAREDES. Mr. President, ~vl coil' 
man allow me one or two questions · uede 

· dol' P El PRESIDENTE INTERINO. El ora 
t estar si le place. to 

Senator RODRIGO. With !)Ieasure.• trYiJlgotll0 
S I arn 1 ,,, ·s 

enator PAREDES. Thank you. . 11d tiJ1 

· ·1 d t1es 3 se e 1.econc1 e my conscience and my u 'supP0 :flOtJS 
hke some advice from Your Honor. Io""er jo11i 
bill is passed by the Senate and bY th~ wool~ Ct~ftll 
and approv.ed by the President, ,vha w yoll1 

1
, 

Honor do? Would Your Honor follo £01!0' 0 
Past0ral or the law? . 1 ,vii~ g !1.1~11 

Senator RODRIGO In a case li}{e thiS, idel"111 t9tJ 1 
an 1 I · G d cons re f11· c ~nnounced it publicly an intel."P jve 
other Circumstances I will folloW the 

1 
.. rj ll g ,,l 

b th ' d ~ ·~ Y_ e church of the canon laW, an gJ 
reasons. . }1~ ., 

-rsonol del 
- Senator PAREDES. I know Your _r-.~. • o!l ,.e 
your reasons. pe J1'l15

1 11
11 flt 

Senator RODRIGO. But they might theJtl· 1 ,,·ll 
stood and I would like to explain t 'Jtle$· 
alread b · n"" 1 ,: Y een misunderstood so ma J 0o·· 
to explain. ~ 1tt

1 

S 19 1e . 
enator PAREDES. Please. c8-J1o11 at J'ltll', 

Senator RODRIGO. First of all, the dOes 1l.eflclltlt 
not mean a.n absolute prohibition. It nflot 

1 
P-

11 

that. my children who are in schoO~ ~O· fo'/J 
Noh Me TCI.InfJer·e o·r El Filibuster~,sr 

I 

I 



tt that 
public 

no'" 
sal is 
tes to 
llOII'ed 
;udell!, 
he)Je 

·ssible 
ll 
gentle-
uezoi1· 
ns"'er 
·fectlf 
)1eor· 
~(i8P' 

11to!l' 
}{ )li01 

11ot 
' es the 
vt ted 
:;til )" 

pO 

SENATE 961 

ter of f t h · ac , w en I was an A.B. student in the 

b
Ateneo, I read the Noli Me Tange1·e and El Fili-
uste?·i · smo m Spanish. The canon law simply 

means that Catholic may not read those books with-

t
ohut permission from ecclesiastical authorities and 

at Perm1· · · e . . ss10n IS not hard to get. It is only . sup;-
t~ v~sory, to find out if a boy is ready and equipped 
a lead the books without destroying his faith. As 
ju ~atter of faGt, even if there were no such canon, 

tl ~ l my authority over my s on as a father if I 
uu { tJ t th ' 

react a ~a e ~overnJ?ent is compelling my son to 
liev ook Which I, m conscience as a father , be
wine ·cfan hurt the morals or the faith of my son, I 

Ie use 
Senator p 

this . AREDES. I expected that answer and now 
low Yls What bothers me. If Your Honor is to fol-

our r r · the law e IgiOn or the Carta Pastor~! and disobey 
expect uo~· defy ~he law, then how can Your Honor 
SPeech? mty Which was the ''mole subject of your 
everyb · d Your Honor wants unity and you want 
ing t~t Y to get togethe1~ now. But we are assum
bositio You cannot get them together on this pro
cause ~ Your Honor then advises disunity be
&'ion andour Honor will say: "I 'follow my reli
B.onor feeleave. the law a~one" . Would not_ !~ur 
Which -v 1 guilty of havmg started the divisiOn 

.1.0ur H Senat on or seeks to prevent? 
· orR Is no 

1
. ODRIGO. If this law is passed and thete 

· econ ·1· . r •n a sit . CI Iabon between the two, I will be put 
obey th Uabon where I feel guilty either way. If I 
to"'ardse tchurch and disooey the law, I feel guilty 
l _obey th he government. On the other hand, if 
:"Ill fee} e. government and disobey my church, I 
Is the guilty towards my church. Precisely, that 
acted u~eason why before this law or this bill is 
th t-On I a I . 'I' e hv0 .d' m P eadmg for means of reconci mg 

Se Sl es. 
p . nator p 0Sition t AREDEs. May I therefore presume your 
not have 0 b~ this: We must have unity. We will 
qllentiy umty if \ve approve the 1avv. Conse-

~:o 'We h o..:lenator 8 ould disapprove the law. 
Senat RoDRIGO. No ' PI 01· p - · 

\v acing the ~REDEs .. In oth~r. words, Your Honor is 
tn ant in 

0 
·d enate m a pos;twn to follow what you 

~:o llst be f 1 er to avoid disunity because everybody 
'-.:lQ or u 't a.b PtoPos·t· ni y. There is no question about that. 
Pl·80lute]y I Ion: We must have ~nity. Unity is 
'".0\le the tecessary. Agreed. .If we do not ap
tnil! llot aw, there will be no disunity because I 

llst foU~eParate from you. Ergo : Therefore, we 
Senat w what Your Honor says. 

orR b ~enat ODRIGO. No. 
ecau8e 01

• PAREDEs. That is what is disturbing me 
of h W at you spoke about. How can we 

·have unity if those ·who are for unity are trying to 
impose their w ill l?aying that if others, do not follow 
them there will be no unity? I would like to follow 
but not by imposition. Ther e is a kind of threat 
there. You say: .... "You follow us or you are out," 
and· once we are out there is disunity. Will Your 
Honor consider this sort of a syllogism? And if 
Your Honor finds a solution, I beg you to please 
inform me because I, for one, want to find -a solution. 

Senator RODRIGO. May I explain novv. My posi
tion is not as the. gentleman from Abra pictured it 
because the way the gentleman from Abra pictured 
it, my position is to either approve the law or dis
approve the law. No. My position is not a matter 
of black and white, either to approve or disapprove. 
My position is this-to look for a formula of agree
ment. 

Senator PAREDES. We are with Your Honor in 
that . · · 

Senator RoDRIGO. I did not say we ~hould disap
prove entirely the bill because there might be pos
sibl~ amendments or suggestions which might be 
acceptable. 

Senator PAREDES. I agree with Your Honor in 
that respect. But I can,not be with any man who 
says, "This is it or we separate", because we know 
that that is not unity. · 

Senator RODRIGO. But a situa_tion will arise, gen
tleman from Abra, ·where either we disobey the 
governmebt or we disobey the church. In either 
way, • there will be disunity, and precisely what we 
are trying to avoid is that situation. We do not 
want to be in that situation. I am asserting these 

' things frankly because in my case, as I said, as 
regards. my children, if that situation comes which 
should be ·avoided, I will take my course like I told 
Your Honor. But I wish to be frank also to say 
that there will be many Catholics who >viii do the 
other way. They will obey the government and 
defy the church, something which we should not 
allow to happen in this country. And so p lease, 
let us -look for a working formula. 

SUSPENSI6N DE LA SESION 

Senator PRIMICIAS. Mr. President, I ask that we 
suspend the session until this afternoon at five 
o'clock. 

El PRESIDENTE INTER! NO. l Hay alguna obj eci6n 
a la mocion? (Si l en<Yio. ) La Mesa no oye nin
guna. Se suspende la sesi6n hasta esta tarde a ' 
las 5:00. 

Em la 1:00 p.m . 

REANUDACI6N DE LA SESI6N 

Se 'rea?Vu:d<L la seS'i6n a las 5 :50 p.m. 




