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APERTURA DE LA SESION Pending such action, therefore, the said decoration will be® =
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residente, Hon. Eulogio Rodriguez, Sr.
SIDENTE. Se declara abierta la sesién.
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dlsDens CIAS. Sefior Presidente, pido que
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6. ectura de la lista y del Acta Nimero
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10T to inform you that the Belgian Govern-
+ Octavio I, Maloles, present Counselor
Iy °n1m f Foreign Affairs, the decoration en-
een Sy Uch a:ndeur de IL’Ordre de la Couronne.”

au&nt Wit ou:;;he aforementioned decoration may not be
8 \ Artlcl the prior approval of the Congress, pur-
ubmlttn ¢ 117, Section 1(9) of the Constitution, I
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El PRESIDENTE. Al Comlte de Relaciones Ex‘-_ Rty
tranjeras. ‘ ' 2 !
El SECRETARIO: '_ z-._,t-;‘

RESOLUCION P

- }
Resolucién Niumero 122, serie corriente en la que Ia Junt‘" i
Provincial de Bataan, recomienda la aprobacién del Pro- #
yecto de Ley Numero 4666 de la Camara de Replesentantes‘
presentado por el Representante Cases, que tiene por ob;et.e
requerir a todas las Compaifiias de petréleo y gasolina, pq- . --}
seedoras de depédsitos en cualquier puerto de Filipinas; g[ujm
paguen a la provincia donde estén situados dichos depééﬂ!ﬁ."'v
un céntimo por cada litro de gasolina o petrdleo exf;rﬂﬁ'&' ij
del depdsito. ._

El PRESIDENTE. Al Comité de Hacienda. S =~
CONSIDERACION DEL S. NO. 438 ‘ %‘;
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Senator PRIMICIAS. Mr. President, I now ask ™
that we resume consideration of Senate Bill No. =
807 Y
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438. The distinguished gentleman from Batangas,
Senator Laurel, will continue his sponsorship.

The PRESIDENT. Continuation of the considera-
tion of Senate Bill No. 438 is now in order. The

~ gentleman from Batangas has the floor.

PONENCIA DEL SEN. LAUREL

(Continuacion)

Senator LAUREL. Mr., President and gentlemen
of the Senate: This is the third day that I am
making the sponsorship as Chairman of the Com-
mittee on Education for the approval of Senate Bill
No. 438, and I have been making an effort to cull
or quote certain passages of the Noli Me Tangere
and the El Filibusterismo in which, in’my opinion,
are found the great thoughts and ideas of our
national hero. And precisely because of these
thoughts and ideas, these two novels ought to be
read and studied in all the schools, colleges and
universities in the Philippines. I am going to
continue with these quotations, as I have said, for
the purpose of making of record that this, among
other things, is my Teason for sponsoring this
measure in addition, of course, to what I consider
are other reasons of great importance.

In the dialogue between Simoun and Basilio, ‘the
former adverted to the latfer the following :

“10s ligais para con vuestros esfuerzos unir vuestra pa-
tria a la Espafia con guirnaldas de rosas, cuando en rea-
lidad forjais cadenas méas duras que el diamante! Pedis
igualdad de derechos, espaficlizacién de vuestras costum-
bres, y no veis que lo que pedis es la muerte, la destruccién
de wvuestra macionalidad, la aniquilacién de vuestra patria
la consagracién de la tiranial . . . ¢ Qué seréis en lo futuro‘i
Pueblo sin caricter, nacién sin libertad; todo en vosotros
sera prestado, hasta los mismos defectos!
¢ién, y mno palidecéis de verglienza cuand
Y aunque os la concedieran, ;qué fueréi
ganar? Cuando mis feliz, pafs de pronunciamientos, pais
de guerras c1v1‘1es, repiblica de rapaces ¥ descontentos como
algunas reptblicas de la América del Sur! . . ;A qué veni
ahora con vuestra ensefianza del castellano, pretensién (:S
serfa ridicula si no fuese de consecuencias deplorablls
¢Queréis afadir un idioma mas a los cua i

renta y tantos
que se hablan en las Islas, para entenderos cada vez menog?

“1Error craso!~-Os dejais en
¥y no vais al fondo de las cosa
sus tltimas manifestaciones,
guaje general en el pais, el pueblo nunca lo hablar
para las concepciones de su cerebro
su corazén no tiene frases ese idion
el suyo, como tiene su manera de
conseguir con el castellano, log POcos que
hablar? Matar vuestra originalidad,
pensamientos a otros cerebros y en v

Pedis espafioliza-
0 08 la niegan!
8?, iqué vais a

ganar por grandeg palabrag
S a examinar los efeotos en
El espafiol nunca serd len-

4 porque
¥ los sentimientos de
1! cada pueblo tiene
i{Qué vaig g
lo habéis de
subordinay vuestros
ez de hacerog libres

sentir,

haceros verdaderamente esclavos! Nueve POr diez 02
que os presumis de ilustrados, sois renegad o desctl
patria. El que entre vosotros habla ese H.ll(;“ énti e
de tal manera el suyo que ni lo escribe mi 0110 una S0
icuantos he visto yo que afectan no sabell‘ r_le’ ‘_”1 'Mieﬂtﬂs
palabra! Por fortuna tenéis un gobierno 111'1_13‘3‘31 ;13 5

la Rusia para esclavizar a la Polonia le impo provinciss
mientras la Alemania prohibe el francés en ]ajservaros d
conquistadas, vuestro Gobierno pugna POT C'?loso bajo“’;
vuestro y vosofros en cambio, pueblojnara\’ldespoj 5 d.
gobierno increible, vosotros os esforzzus‘el’l_‘ 2 que’ 826
vuestra nacionalidad! Uno y otro os olviddis 1(a. rends :
tras un pueblo conserve su idioma, conserva i ntl‘ﬂ‘-
su libertad, como el hombre su indep.endenes : pﬂnsﬂ;—
conserva su manera de pensar. Bl idiom& .ndependenl
miento de los pueblos. Felizmente vuestr@ 1301‘ ella «
estd asegurada: las pasiones humanas velan I

. 4

his =,
I am referring to this statement O .’}L'_f;; t0 111‘
logue between Simoun and Basilio PEFZSjign O
dicate what might be considered as thef that !
the historical reason for the adoption © gtate “e
Constitution which provides that the ge B “of
take steps to adopt a national languaThi's l?is
basis of one of the native languages then thl?ti"
course a personal opinion of mine, but he Constlhil'
the justification for that provision of in the Poﬂe
tion not to adopt any particular dialect using t
ippines but to take the necessary Step:l’le ado? il
of the native dialects as the basis f0* sl iﬂeﬁss ;
of the national language for the 1-eas el Pt
language of Rizal, that, “El idiom# e»th p% il

i oA - 70t
miento de los pueblos” And this is ¥° art of i

ing and worth reading, at least on thz d
students in the schools, in the colle2® g
universities, . bet\"?eliqhﬂt
Continuing with that conversatio? - gli0 g 5
motin and Basilio, when Simotin aske s

he wanted to do and why he was 2% st
effort to wreak vengeance or to
account of the death of his 1’11'1“')therd
of his brother Crispin, Simotn aske l"ﬂi
question to Basilio: rpxﬂ"a'o“g
£“ he 01‘1
‘Y por la memoria de su madre ¥ Ele SuIIOI"lf 3
hac.e usted? ;Basta venir aqui cada 200 Ft
mujer sobre una tumba? to FD ':OI’D"”
{{3F - - 9 1‘egun t‘,iclg ¢ frp
4Qué quiere usted que haga? P s git g
¢Sin medios, sin posicién social he de 0 ¢
SUs verdugos? Seria otra victima ¥y ¢

and

s

btenel

il
estr O A

7 v
: 1'Oc_ Ame
Un pedazo de vidrig lanzado contra un? . umll

ust; ; BE

l]:: ;;1! mal en recordirmelo porque es to¢ rﬂgellii
(a‘.Y . '?" hl ﬁﬁ
¢X 81 yo le ofrezeo g usted apoyo’

med
It was Simoiin who had tl‘allsfolﬂ;eliﬂg’

Into a radieal element, with radic?
the answer of Basilio was this:

|
ados de VB o |
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Bi[inzad:sd las 1g1\-111d10a0101ies de la justicia, todas las ven-
e la tierra no haran revivir un solo cabello de mi

Mmadye, paf. 4 5 .

Que d,u:leflescar una sonrisa en los labios de mi hermano!
‘man en paz . - Qué he onT

Vengue? paz - {Qué he de sacar aun cuando me

And thig is the
Want emph
think tp,
?al,s wor
Mterpye
Which

answer of Simoun which I would
asize and that is the reason why I
t this is one of the paragraphs in Ri-
tk th-at ought to be read and understood and

€d in the light of those conditions under
Rizal liveq: _

“Evitar

o g4 que otros sufran lo que usted ha sufrido, que en

Uro h s 2
locupy, y "2V hijos asesinados y madres forzadas a la
Clang, a]ien:esu;.nacmn no siempre es virtud, es crimen

2 tiranias: 1o hay déspotas donde no hay

ESC]aV
%% 1Ayl
abugy Cuang ¥: el hombre es de suyo tan malo que siempre
0 encuentrg complacientes”.

alhee aﬁam. words that ought to be plaﬁted
is op 9§11ts of 'the Filipino youth. But
€ Dboint particularly which I want to

bo he DuI-ilterse #_“’0 ‘Jovels because it is in relation
. talkings Of Filipino womanhood. Rizal has
U theye ¥ SO far of the great virtues in general,
Woulq % DOl‘FIon in these two novels which
al‘tlcq]arly to make of record, and

Basilio reported to Simotn the
ara, and Simotn although tremen-
Of the n?ade the following statement ap-
iStory i tonastw seclusion of Maria Clara,
Sel Oeginniy > 00 1011.g to be narrated here from
i S o the time that she secluded her-

. th

€ Mmonggt

.~ Ohastery, S :
it Simoyy, Said-y But upon learning of that
Uey X
ulta ]:ne len Daz, 11ija_ inf
Vigop) | Cimba los en
88 yn 4 -2ando up

0 hogqay
ada; (-‘Uan gar

eliz de mi desventurada patria!
cantos de tu juventud, marchita
bueblo no puede brindar a sus
tranquilo, a] amparo de la libertad
ombre s6lo puede legar sonrojos a la
S en COndz::::}‘re v esclavitud a 1(?5 hijos, hacéis
Bieg Seng o il aros a perpetua castidad, ahogando

hayas t nen de la futura generacién maldital
: o el gritgug 1;0 te has d? estremecer en tu
dg 5 a ¢ sientay, con E;l 08 que agonizan en sombras, de
by 2 an pop falt as‘ Yy estin encadenados, de los
g A g regis a de libertad! Vé, vé con los suefios
oy rayo ’(11 del infinito, sombra de mujer vislum-
] caﬁa‘v'er:mlunas murmurada por las flexibles
i Hii s <. iFeliz la que muere llolra:c_Ia,
CCuerd, 1 del que la ama una pura visién,

801; ]m’ manchado por mezquinas pasiones

ey 108 afog,”

G ‘Vor >

al‘ticuclls’ here jg 5 great lesson that should
a.lly _by our Filipino young women.
IMotn expressed a great deal of

satisfaction in preferring seclusion, disappearance,
death, to dishonor. To him the purity of woman-
hood is preferable to anything else, because there
can be nothing dearer than honor. Life without
honor, life particularly of a Filipino woman, with="

out purity, without consecration and devotion fo

home, to moral, in the language of Simoun, “duer-

me”, he prefers them to remain in monastic seclu- s
sion and be a negative factor in the great events

that transpired in the course of the history of a
nation. '

And then the last part perhaps, without attempt-
ing to make reference to the other passages and
narrations of these two novels, is the great faith
that Rizal had in the Filipino youth, not only from
the time that he was in his tender years when he
wrote that famous poem dedicated to the “Juventud
Filipina”, but in his novels, when desperate, when
everything seemed gloomy and dark, when he could
not believe that the fight for good government, for

justice, would be abandoned, and for many of those

imperceptible things that I have mentioned the
other day, you find this remark, this summon, this
challenge to the Filipino youth:

“;Dénde esta la juventud que ha de consagrar sus rosadas
horas, sus ilusiones y entusiasmo al bien de su patria?
(Dénde estda la que ha de verter generosa su sangre para
lavar tantas vergiienzas, tantos ecrimenes, tanta abomina-
cion? Pura y sin mancha ha de ser la victima para que
el holocausto sea aceptable ... ;Doénde estdis, jévenes,
que habéis de encarnar en vosotros el vigor de la vida que

ha huido de nuestras venas, la pureza de las ideas que se

ha manchado en nuestros cerebros y el fuego del entu-
siasmo que se ha apagado en nuestros corazenes? . .. Os
esperamos, oh jévenes, venid que os esperamos!”

Realizing that there is a never-ending continuity

of nations, desiring that the Filipino nation shall
live and survive throughout the ages, he practically
ended his two great novels by an appeal to the Fi-
lipino youth.
every Filipino student in the schools, colleges and
universities may read this appeal of Rizal to the
Filipino youth that they may realize that this is a
sacred summon so that they, full of vigor and full
of enthusiasm, educated men and women of tomor-
row, so that they may, when the bugle calls for
service, band together as a compact and united
Filipino, and fight for those principles for which
Rizal fought and died, if for no other reason than
that, this appeal of Rizal may reach and touch the
heart, the soul of every Filipino student, every
girl and boy in the public schools, I think that the
novels of Rizal and his writings should be read,

AR AT T
) At

If for no other reason than that
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in such schools and colleges and universities. And
then, before ending, in view of the fact that there
is some question as to the object and purpose of
Rizal in writing his two novels that I even ex-
ceeded and tried to philosophize that our problem

will be beyond social problem, which was Rizal’s

purposes in bringing about reform in the social

and political life then obtaining in those hectic
days.

I want to read his letter originally written in
French which has not been given enough publicity
in my opinion, and being a personal letter of him
addressed to his personal friend Ferdinand Blu-
mentritt, whose authenticity cannot be questioned,
and which is admitted even by the Hierarchy and
the ecclesiastical authority in the Philippines, which
proves, as I have stated, that while Rizal might
have committed certain mistakes, in unnecessarily
referring to certain doctrines, said to be inimical
to the Roman Catholic Apostolic Church, this letter
explains why. If that was the case, what was his
intention, and I said, the members of this body

_remember at the beginning of my sponsorship, that

Rizal did not attack the Roman Catholic Church
but rather those men who claimed to be represent-
atives of the church and who abused their author-
ity and their prerogatives under the cloak of Ca-
tholicism. This is what Rizal said in that note which
he wrote, sending at the same time copies of his
works to Ferdinand Blumentritt, written in French:

“This book,” he says, “containg things of which
no one up to the present time has spoken. For
they are so sensitive that they have never suffered
themselves to be touched by anyone whosoever

“For my part,” said Rizal,
do what no one else hag been
tried to answer the calumnie
ries been heaped upon us Fil
country. I have written of the social conditiong
and the life of our people, of our beliefs, our hopes
our longings, our com ’

plaints and oyr SOrroV
have unmasked the h it

yDOCTiSy 'W'hiCh, under the
cloak of religion,”—he diq not say th
man Catholic Apo ¥ that the Ro-

stolic Church wag h ocri
hypocritical, but he said,—“I hav oo

he lifted the veil, the mask, ¢
hypocrisy which under the cl
to impoverish us; I have
religion from the falge.”

.

“I have attempted to
willing to do. I have
s that have for centu-
ipinos and our beloved

tic, or
€ unmasked,”—
I have unmasked the
oak_ of religion came

distinguished true

In other w
he j ords, under
the cloak of religion the Iniquities wepe cor,nmitted
church, anq it ‘was under
O, no representative of

ould 4o
the Roman Apostolic Catholic Church f“‘l‘;zld rom
He distinguished true religion from the aet. ;110 ey
the superstitions to the holy wordg _tO gfor which
and to make us believe in absurdities,

true Catholicism would blush.

He was attacking, in other words,
of untrue, corrupt, polluted Cathohclsm'avS
not the Catholicism that was just, that ‘111 ush ﬁ"j k
and so he said,—“just Catholicism WO‘;} o indiF
it ever knew of those practices.” Anotlzolic Z
tion that he even assumed that the Cal o rel '°u’:
tolic Church did not know,—I mean 2 ecause ht
authority, the hierarchy did not know, P cer B

said that true Catholicism would blflslh 3 bﬁ_ 1
knew. “I have unveiled that wh-li.ll-i‘ng wo i
hidden behind the deceitful and glit emtr eu,ts‘
of our government. I have told our ¢t are fauovl
our mistakes, our vices as I have quOt‘Z o d ns
we had and I have even referred t0 th hereai

with complaisance with our mlsellef i e
have found virtue, I have spoken Ov o 1ot ¥ 3 &
order to render it homage and if I ha cke

0
in speaking of our misfortunes, I haveallld laugeed’ !
them because no one will weep for me, he rrﬂd""
is the best means of concealing sorro® Jly OCCﬂhﬂve |
I have related are true, and have actusk 3{d i |
I can furnish proof of this. MY b,(;ﬂt st
and it does have a lot of defects. W' (',3“5B
that it was not a perfect book.” fect beﬂ"gn-:

The works of Rizal were not pe;s “ﬂth'
imperfection and imperfectibility £° al 12 gy
kind and human nature, and Dr- Rlzoks thié f
sonal letter sending copies of hig bos 3ted ¢
nand Blumentritt in Austria having ays %
Writing that letter in French, I daré 527 ¢ £
be a more affirmative statemellt?_ s = Y
artistic and aesthetic point of vigly ra ity r
deny. But no one can dispute the Vs -
I have presenteq and I have llal-l-z}t;,
bably is the first presentation of iz
his purposes and this supports 52 ev
here in my sponsorship that Rizal 7 or Eﬂ?xpiﬂa o
attack the Catholic Apostolic Ch‘u:ch a Fill ik
religion of any character, but bemge
Was animated by the lofty P“rp?sle L of'inp{p‘
about reforms if thoge were PoSSl as & o
offer what he loved and espouseitack
In that period. But he did not athere Pty
olic Church. In other words, if was
thing said against the church that
on}y accidental or adventitious. 1l
said some of thege people buried t e bﬂll
tively Speaking, in some place 1 :
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: r;hgz the criminals or the guilty parties have got
ceursecalf)till‘ed, naturally the house was hit in the
e of the sl.<11'r{11511es during the fight that oc-
espous;da?ﬁl this is Wh‘at happened Wl}en Rizal
S Born, Ae cause in his attemp_t to bring about
More fhyt s I said there are quite a number and
Many l_dea]()ne can speak indefinitely about _the so
these yy, s‘ and concepts expressed by Rizal in
ing fo. o egl eat works. But I must add by plead-
i approval of this measure and in plead-
i l';slapproval of this measure unanimously
validity an;y ok a.t the same time give wvalidity,
oup nation;] Virtuality to the life and teachings of
Measyye eva h(?ro’ Dr. Rizal. By approving this
attérs ? I we are confronted at times and

5 it is0 hour political bickerings and dissen-
genel'ations oved that future generations and
and the W _-a.f ter us by reading the life, teachings
Sfilf.c(mﬁ( elltlngs. of Rizal may gain incorruptiblé
in ol‘d:::e{h divection, courage and determina-

in B at, as I have characterized, we may
Ward on our never ending pilgrimage
'jsgl'eatel‘ and more abundant life. In
0 EmpthPeal, I Wish to say and to reiterate
2t Rigg) pgice the incontestible admitted fact
Iat10nality th Oubt‘?dly is the builder of Filipino
€aq of 18t he is the architect and the spiritual
our 8’101‘i0us revoluti inst Spai ol

reaftey 1, ution against Spain a !
Wil was a Filipino hero personal?y
ent gq ram Howard Taft, so he told me in
O glorjgy }t; at Yale:, chosen by him to honor
Ding Unde; himetAmﬁfl‘lcan admini:e;tration's cam-
Riza? to“’al‘ds 0‘.“7111 the. gO(‘deﬂl of .1:1_1e ;{‘-"111-
of I dapg - erican pol.lcy in 1.;he Phlhppmfs.
Filip- €2on, of y]E,’ ‘1"&8 the 1nSp11‘at101} of Osmeina,
Whe 10 indepenq alma and other giants of the
Do} ho.nol‘ably : €lice movement in the past years
I on ought for the translation of such
s creased autonomy and self-gov-
ane Filipinos. And then it was the

of Inie' and thig .love of Rizal for the common
Qoznlnne: it wag tﬁs of course a personal opinion
“ezoon. Deople that universality and love for the
efol.eh N thoge 1 at moved the great Manuel L.
%Qia] the Was aPpy days of the Commonwealth
Jugti.. F to formulate the basic policy of

ch I have indicated yesterday was
Tted in our Constitution and for
IS there today, remains as the
ial F.ﬂ‘ipinos if it is to bring about
But Political, economic and educational
» above all, My, President and gen-
€nate, it was Rizal’s proto-typical,

Corlt
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inexhaustive and exemplary Filipinism sanctified by
his own blood and the popular approval and vene-
ration of the entire people that has inspired our
nation today which is the inspiration of all of us
to remain true to itself. And I am sure we shall
endeavor to perform feats of endurance and valor
without fear in all the erises that may come in the
midst of our misunderstandings and differences of
opinions in the political, economic and social fields.
We are willing to go through and through in spite
of the life and the writings of Rizal which is all
we are asking now and which I, as Chairman of
the Committee on Edueation, have the honor to
submit—to require the compulsory reading of those
writings by Filipinos, by generations of Filipinos
and their children, so that the historic consecration
of our nation at Bagumbayan fifty-six years ago
may not prove in vain,

Mr. President, I thank you, and with that plea
I close my sponsorship.

I am now ready to answer questions from the dis-
tinguished gentleman from Quezon.

The PRESIDENT. The gentleman from Quezon may
proceed. _

Senator TANADA. I would like to ask the distin-
guished sponsor of this important bill certain ques-
tions concerning the operation of the provisions of
the bill itself. .

Senator LAUREL. I shall be very happy to an-
swear questions that may be asked by the Senator
from Quezon.

Senator TANADA. Your Honor, is there any pro-
vision in this bill which could in any way or.
manner be interpreted as prohibiting any teacher
either in a public or private school from explain-
ing the ideas embodied in these works of Rizal or
even from pointing to certain ideas as erroneous if,
in the belief of the professor or teacher, said ideas
are erroneous?

Senator LAUREL. That is a very pertinent ques-
tion, and I am happy that the distinguished gen-
tleman from Quezon has asked that question. And
the reply is categorically that there is absolutely
no provision to that effect. In other words, may
I explain a little bit, all that the bill requires is
that the novels written by Rizal as they are printed
and distributed be printed and distributed without
eliminating any portion. In other words, the

books as written, because I maintain and this is
my humble opinion, that if you eliminate any por-
tion of Rizal’s writings which is part and parcel
of a book, you not only disfigure what he has
written but you also disfigure Rizal himself, his

e e — TS SR
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thoughts and ideas, and I as a Filipino, as an
admirer of Rizal, shall be against that. But if
there are certain reasons, as Rizal himself said,
that it is possible that he has made mistakes be-
cause there is no perfection in this world, there
is absolutely no prohibition contained in this bill
which will permit any school, sectarian particularly

- in character, or that would enable the teacher

to explain the meaning, the extent, the nature,
the implication and everything that the teacher
may want to explain, but it must be on the basis
of the original texts as written by Dr. Rizal him-
self because we want no fraudulent method in the
teaching of or educating the Filipino people.
Senator TANADA.. Would not, therefore, the gen-
tleman agree with me that if a provision had been
inserted in this bill prohibiting annotations or ex-
planations of the works of Rizal or even attacks
on the ideas expressed by Rizal in his works, that
such provision would be unconstitutional because
it would be a curtailment of the freedom of opin-

~ion and expression?

Senator LAUREL. But there is none. Something
cannot be unconstitutional which is not there. .
Senator TANADA. Precisely, Your Honor, if a

provision had been inserted then the hill would be
unconstitutional.

Senator LAUREL, Yes.

Senator TANADA. That is right.

Senator LAUREL. But I say, Your Honor, pardon
me for interrupting you, I may someday, when
I am jobless, I shall pretty soon write my anno-
tations on the Noli Me Tangere and the El Ryl
busterismo, and as I annournced here, even if Rizal
was satisfied with his works, I may find myself
In disagreement with him and I do not think the
law, not even the government, can curtail my
freedom to prepare a textbook not only on the
basis of the original novels of Rizal byt on the
basis at the same time of my own feelings ang
my own religious convictions on the matter, ang
that is not provided or required. There ;s n
prohibition and therefore, that can be done Bu(i);
all that we are requiring ig that you read- what
Rizal said, and as I said, in my opinion the gr ;

. hess of Rizal is not that he wag a pérfectgleat-
that he had made no mistakes, Hig greatnessml%m’
in the fact that he wag a human being, a WiJ oty

and that in the totality of the appra;,isal olfpllr-i?f;
a8 great in the

midst of his' mistakes and in the midgt of the

frailties of hig human nature,
Senator TANADA, Your 'Ho
opinion you have expresged i

nor, considering the
I answering my ques-

tions, would you therefore conside.r it Sﬁp:ﬂ;{ :
or unnecessary to amend the bill in suc B c
as to permit teachers and professors 1l pwri'
private schools to explain or annotate the
of Rizal? S
Senator LAUREL. I think it would be um;li;e {
because they have their constitutional l'Igno’c Wi
you know I am not the Senate and I d9
to argue with any senator on that. i opiﬁ:x
Senator TANADA. I am just getting y(:il d in
considering the fact that you are regar f‘ryel‘f
country as the foremost constitutional 5 r. THES
Senator LAUREL. Thank you, Your HOTO™ SUul
you for what I am not. ST would‘u}z
Senator TANADA. Now, Your Honor, e
to go to another provision of this bill, 2
bill will be the object of discussion for yealties .'v'l
Section 5 of the bill provides for pel‘]ao 2
imposed for violations of the 1aw Olf ecti%is |
itself. According to paragraph (a) qsibns of '
if the person violating any of the Provi® oyn
law is a professor or teacher in 2
college or university, his penalty 15
dismissal from the gervice and disqu )
teaching in any public or any gm{eln.sitY-
nized private school, college or UNIVe:
Senator LAUREL. Correct.
Senator TARNApa. Whereas,
graph (b) of the same Section 9
Violating the provisions of the 1aW ¥ ive
or teacher in g private college ©OF ultY i8
cognized by the government, the PP ver
d1squaliﬁcation from teaching in 2 0y othef
recognized college or university. - he
there is g difference in penalty, wher®
Is the same, And I am afraid tha®
Violating the equal protection clause
f_:utlon, because then the Dl'Ofessors
! ublic universities and colleges wo!
they are being given a higher per? 3
be}.ng meted out to teachers in prlv.a
universities. Doegy not Your HOBOE " pe
asmuch ag the offense sought t°
€ same in nature and character;
be the same as much ag pOSSible? :
Senator LAuggr, You have & goe i3 e Vi
our Honor, and where the offe?” ¢ tb
and the offenge is the same becal®?
i‘}?d the scope and the consequence’
1€ offense, the game penalty sho” i
1 the two cages. 1f Vour Honor
Posal and give me fupther time
last bortion of the bill, I may
O any propesal op the part ©

o]l
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;ﬁend it' so that it may be just and equitable in
Snt of imposition of penalty.
nator TANADA. I will gladly do that. After

all, we : A
Ments, 1ave not yet reached the period of amend-

Now, y
Persong]

Senatop

our Honor, I am going to a question
ope Your Honor will not consider as too

far that LAUI?EL- Well, I will be very happy to
that 31 .’ Precisely because of the announcement
May bhe too personal.

Senator mi <
i ' TANADA. I have known the sponsor of

18 bill for vae..
m:itu‘ci01-1,—;1)1 ﬁ;;’lvl& I have been his student in Con-

AUREL, It is m eat h 5

fNatgp &> y grea onor.

Tkingoimggfq@“\ﬂ have had the privilege of

Ction With I him in Washington, D. C., in con-

t, and peeg the amendment of the Bell Trade
Very cl(;s“?e of that I have come to observe
atop €ly, and I am of the opinion that
y Westjoy, l_s a good Catholic. Now, Your Honor,

fh Dassionats : Are you being a good Catholic when
€ appyg ely, earnestly, and sincerely ask for

Val of thig bil?

or, oy ei‘;;)UR‘EL- I don’t consider that, Your
mveall‘assmg question for me to answer,

S, anq thenever tried to deceive myself, my
beople in the fact that I am a

“-'0

ke

be a good that

C a oy 0d one. I would not say tha
a: thopi, ggstcathOh-C, but I profess the Roman

of Dossible, o ](fhc religion. I have tried, as far
I t}?- Ollowe, Ve up to the duties and obligations
but i that 10f & Roman Apostolic Church, and
Byt that i elot only have I not concealed that,
fact ' SDons: En 4 matter of public knowledge.
iR Stqtllng this bill, and considering the

g v a ‘a ?fl’ that Rizal, in my opinion, has
g TVergeq " 4 the Catholic Church but rather
Oorfn-len-t of the church, and consider-
v andVICtIO_n which I want to announce
S Specifically now that I believe that
coy,. S00d C hg(?Od Filipino and at the same
e v nceDt, de olic, that there is fundamentally,
g R ang °P In my heart, no conflict, no con-
ici g a‘néagonism between Filipinism
Dong,... . 2nd for.this reason, therefore,
Orgy o inn: ored this bill. And as I already an-
g shoulde hall of thig august body, my spon-
Agity i 1ot be construed as trying to stir
sa&t. . tC}lln, quoting Winston Churchill, that
tl‘Qh ack to o at by looking back, back to the
Shg Ur ancestors, back to their lives that
Wigorate and fortify the spirit of

the Filipinos; I thought that I would be contribut-
ing as a Filipino in the realm of love of country
as Rizal did, without abandoning or forsaking the
religion which is of course also dear to my own
heart. ‘

Senator TANADA. My last question is this: Does
not Your Honor think, therefore, that the Catholics
should welcome the approval of this bill because
the approval of this bill providing for the com-
pulsory reading of the two great works of our
national hero in colleges and universities, whether
government-owned or government-recognized, would
give the Catholics an opportunity to rebut what had
been considered by some Catholics as an attack
on their religion?

Senator LAUREL. Yes, I perfectly agree with Your
Honor, and I may go a little farther, which I
would not want to do. In the first place, the.
question of making a choice for me has not come,
the choice, in a real case of conflict, where you
should not be a binabae, where you reach the cross-
roads and will have to go one way or the other.
In the case of conflict between my religion and
my country, the choice has not come for me to say,
“T go this way.” That has not come. But if I
were one of those high in the ecclesiastical coun-
cils of my own religion, I would hesitate many,
many times before I object to a measure such as
this, which would make every boy, every Filipino,
know the writings of Rizal, because that might give
the impression that the Roman Catholic religion is
against Rizal, and I cannot conceive of a good,
true, loyal, patriotic Filipino who can be a Filipino
and at the same time against Rizal. It would
affect and impair the popularity, the adherence
and, who knows, perhaps the support of many
Filipinos who would make the choice in favor of
their own country first and then as to religion
the other choice.

Senator TANADA! I wish to thank the distin-
guished sponsor for the answers given to my ques-
tions, and I wish to assure the distinguished spon-
gor that I will present the amendment which I
think should -be presented in order to avoid or
eliminate the unconstitutional features of section 5
of the bill. ‘

Senator LiM. Mr. President, will the gentleman
from Batangas kindly yield to a few questions?

The : PRESIDENT. The gentleman from Batangas
may yield, if he so desires.

Senator LAUREL. Before I answer the questions
of my esteemed friend from Zamboanga, I would
like to make it known that as chairman of the
Committee on Education, I want to give notice that
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I and the members of the Committee on Education
—<shall ‘be very happy to hear and to confer, to
exchange views in a kind of public hearing before

~the Committee on Education which will start at

2:00 o’clock this afternoon until Saturday or Sun-

" day of this week, while the discussion of this
bill is going on in the morning.

-T shall be very glad to answer now the gentle-
man from Zamboanga.

-~ Senator LiM. First of all, allow me to make some
preliminary remarks. I wish to congratulate the
gentleman from Batangas for his sponsorship
speech. I believe no one else could surpass or
perhaps even equal the brilliance and the force of
the argumentation of the gentleman from Batangas,
and also I wish to congratulate him for his Fili-
pinism with which I agree completely.

Senator LAUREL. Thank you so much. You
flatter me so much.

Senator LiM. I would like to say at the outset
that I am 100 per cent for the approval of this
bill. However, I would like to inquire from the
gentleman from Batangas as to certain points,

Is it not true that these novels of Dr, José Rizal
composed of two volumes, or rather two parts, to
be accurate, first of the Noli and Secondly, of
the Filibusterismo, are quite a complicated read-
ing matter in the sense that the w
often in the form of metaphors,
and hyperboles and the language is so deep that
it, would not be easy for ordinary school teachers
and for ordinary young ho

- vs and girls in any
school to interpret Dr. Rizal’s ideas?

Senator LAUREL. There is something in that
that these novels probably will not be s0 very easih,;
understood. at the beginning in the lower grades
let us say, in the second and third yeays higﬂ
school, but before I answer that question, f want
to be permitted to state here that there wag 2 time
when I myself was in the high school from 1905
to 1910. What I was reading in thoge days, if
I remember, were Robinson Crusoe, a fiction ,and
then Alhambra, describing the conditiong in,Gra
nada, and Ivanhoe, and Silas Marner, Even these
fictitious books written for the young ming in tlie
grammar school I had some difficulty in ~e
standing. But I w e

! ish’ that we had alread
801'ibed, and as expressed regretfully by Syengie:
Tafiada that he wished i ¥

we had re 5 ;
ago) but 1f I h qulred thls yeals
them, and the

ords are very
personifications

ol
and the whole Filibusterismo. What I mian’asY‘.
Honor, is that they may find some difficul gi’ng; ot
itself is difficult, particularly in the begil o o
if we require this and then with the‘.ted
explanation, as they do now in the Uniﬂngt0 o
since the first grade the life of Wast wif JOUU
taught, or what Washington said tl},a ]
want a thing well done, do it yourself aching®
things which come from the greab temin o
a great man, will be infiltered into the oill beet S
eventually into the heart, and then they ‘anhoo o
Rizalistas. They will grow up to ™ natioﬁ’:;
maturity, with that idea of Filipinism anc
ism so vital and so essential to the n
Filipino, if this nation is to live 2
throughout these difficulties. Bat

Senator LiM. But, gentleman froX e
with due respect to your opinion and
of course, all the time I would liké

unlike in the case of, let us saVs ;e
Robinson Crusoe or Silas Marner, Whl(ighe !
fictions, in the case of the reading ?f ont
Filibusterismo, 1 believe that certai® ©
factual matters are brought which‘
and quite dangerous if not proPe! };n
f(.)l' our young men and women 0 €° i3
1’8;1:10113' In the Ff‘l’ibusterismob?n;(l)n _

€ Same as in the case of Robin :
is mostly humor, or for the purpOZieﬂl faﬂt:dmﬂ,_

perhaps, but here we have Corﬂtrove'im: s#i W@
garding religion, regarding naﬁonahking upbdigﬂf
the propriety o impropriety ©of = and ! o 7
against Mother Spain at that time or thelsewﬂ' ]
there are certain points there stated 'S theﬂle i
be a question that even the teaChelvaS tl{l’fitﬁﬁr
1ot being able to comprehend OF gr;isinte.:;,tﬁs i
ifention of Dr. Rizal, might P "o P* pet”
We Catholicg claim the reason WHY ects 1% wigl
religion’ counts with more than 300 2 0
the Bible ig go complicated. Some & the
nterpret the Bible not as a group ancil sucs.
1008 are not done in common COUR diﬁlal g0 i

: - e

1ave in the case of the Pope an_d ’?121- Tgwei;',.él’]
'S Why the Protestants are divl p, -Us.tﬂl 0 1"};.
more than 800 different sects. 1615, i V17 08

4ailt i
terp%'et separately or differently celtaerhf’:pf@ﬂ‘ M
sential portions of the. Bible and ¥ g

ce b ﬂ i
be the same as in Noli and FiltO" ’Gei‘pliﬁd#ﬂi‘é'

Possible that some teachers may 1-51’1; 9€,f|i‘d.-'
Vas anti-Catholic Church and 2 gt {fﬁ
haf: he was in fayor of taking UF 19 g0t .
Pain at that time., These quest'’ tlen;\f"ﬁ
hary, and I would propose that the

Batangag

» In view of the fact
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f;:htbusterismo are complicated reading matters,
a‘ we should adopt an amendment to the bill,
?;é}}:aéls a requirement, that there should be at-
be t:. a4 memorandum as to the textbooks to
< st;fh{t when cel"tam accepted principles are to
bt Def, from \\:Iuch t‘he teachers cannot deviate;
Chllrchli, Jose RIZE}I' did not attack the Catholic
e .ut some of 1ts priests; that Dr. José Rizal
is 200d fm‘ things spiritual, not materialistie, which
1'ia1istic-0t11 our youth 'todlay beca_use they are I_ng.te-
and naf, mlt' Dr. José Rizal believed in Filipinism
eacherscna 1sm, and from t?lese principles our
s te?‘ismznn(it deviate in teaching the Nolv and Fili-
angag thai.; o agl'@’e “.’lth the gentleman from Ba-
olie Church r. José Rizal never a?tacked the Cath-
1'idicu1e Som, .I_ agree. Rizal simply put into
and gppo e friars at that time like Fray Démaso
Ca‘cholicisn al‘l there is mothing inconsistent with
chupey, the:- 1n‘that because even in the Catholic
from “"ithoe tale enemies from within and enemies
Atackeq U and those abusive friars whom he
Cause 1y, EIE_CODSldered enemies from within be-
Dractioiy, S8 the people they were not really
_ Olig chUrgh € Dbrinciples and precepts of the Cath-
m s So that Rizal’s teachings and ideals
teacy vs qnclllca.ted in the minds of our school
in o e;nnd children these should be incorporated
AMmen g orandum which I shall propose in an
5.0 th ce.- ].)OeS not the gentleman agree with
InSerted goltaln DPrecepts and principles must be
Stugy, esa that those who would want to properly
e‘luipped W_t“'q Works of Rizal should be properly
Of th 4 l_th Intelligence such as the intelligence
o mloaslitbgf%r{tleman from Batangas who to
: ts day" rilliant and most patriotic Filipino
Nator 1,
en j iSLpArUREL- I shall be glad to consider that
e ngtSe_nted in thfa form of amendments,
we Dator 7, ];n the period of amendments yet.
beq Woulg g}; 't Y 1HSe.rtmg' that amendment here
b@];lhel‘s o anngte CE.:rtaln principles. from which
neve\?e 5 Odde_VIate.. For example, that Rizal
rloter attacked » 1n D1v1n_e Providence; that he
the be}ieve i the C_atbohc church, that he did
L materialism but in the virtue of
also in immateriality; that he be-

]ievezpilrlt a
belie n. Flllp]nls 3 B i .
Ve M or nationalism; that he did not

n in .

Qigt]h er Dagaklng up arms, for instance, against

%;y it Wan at the time when he said that pre-
8 S by education and mot by taking up

al-ms» Wh(_ﬂl A

T
e}{D@Qt Eool‘n'l

Ndrés Bonifacio wanted to take up
b Spain, that we could obtain neces-
e1§ ecause in those times we could not

€at the all-powerful Spain. Don’t you

believe that that principle should be made known
to the teachers and that they cannot deviate from

that principal thought of Dr. Rizal? I believe
really, gentleman from Batangas, that we should

have that principle inserted in the requirements
for the teachings of these two novels, that we
should eliminate from the minds of the Catholic
church or the Catholics that we are anti-catholics,
for example, when we say that Dr. Rizal never
for a moment attacked the Catholic church itself
but only some abusive friars as personified by
Fray Damaso in “Noli Me Tangere”. Another
point is the constitutionality. I am concerned and
interested in the passage of this bill and I would
like to know, no less than the expert on consti-
tutional law, the gentleman from Quezon, when
he directed the question to the gentleman from
Batangas, as to whether or not this bill would stand
the test of constitutionality in the sense that it
provides penalty in section 5 under subparagraphs
(a) and (b).

Senator LAUREL. Precisely one of the reasons
why we are having these hearings is first we want
to take up the constitutionality and application of
the Canon Law and I thought it would be a good
idea to hear them without expressing any opinion,
and for that reason, I would like to withhold my
opinion before the public hearing is held so that
I may know beforehand where I stand and it will
be less embarrassing to me if I will later on change
my stand than if I will have to express an opinion
now,

Senator PUYAT. Mr. President, will the gentle-
man from Batangas yield to some questions?

The PRESIDENT. The gentleman from Batangas
may answer if he pleases. ;

Senator LAUREL. I am happy to answer the gen-
tleman from Manila and Pampanga.

Senator PUYAT. I would like to ask a few ques-
tions to the distinguished gentleman from Batan-
gas for the purpose of clarifying the intent and the
purpose of the bill because I will use the answers
of the gentleman from Batangas in preparing my
amendments to this bill. May I refer to the first

‘section? What is the intent of the sponsor of

the bill, that the reading of the “Noli Me Tangere”
and “El Filibusterismo” be compulsory in all grades
of the public schools starting with the intermediate, .
high school and the university?

Senator LAURBL. As it is in all schools, colleges
and universities, public and private.

Senator PUyAT. What does “school” mean?

Senator LAUREL. Well, you start with the high
school. Presently it is used in the third and fourth
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year high school. Whether it should be extended
down to the first year is a matter of implementa-
tion and as I stated here the Department of Edu-
cation shall take steps to promulgate rules and
regulations for the implementation of this prac-
tice. In other words, if the Secretaty of Education
feels that it should start from the second or first
year it is a matter for deliberation and discussion

for the purpose of determining in what grade they

should be taught more truthfully and effectively.
If we say schools, colleges and universities, that
does mot mean that the students will take that
in the evening or in the morning in the first year
up to the fourth year. It is a matter, I believe,
of implementation and of making it more flexible
to enable the school authorities to plan how the
“Noli Me Tangere” and the “El Filibusterismo”

. are to be read in the schools, colleges and uni-

versities.

Senator PUYAT. In other words, I gathered the
impression that the distinguished Senator is will-
ing to leave this provision undefined preferring
that it be covered by rules and regulations that
will be issued by the Secretary of Education.

Senator LAUREL. Because it will be difficult for
us, not knowing the operation and the technique,

to say that they must be taught in the firg

: t, second,
third or fourth year. I think it is better to leave

that provided these books are read in the high
school not necessarily in all the grades provided
they are read in the university and college.
Senator POYAT. I want to know if it is the
intention of the gentleman to start the require-
ment as compulsory in the high school or whether
it. is the intention of the: gentleman to include

all intermediate schools, hecause depending upon
the answer of Your Honor

] » I will prepare two
gmendments that will cover appropriation so that
if this bill becomes a law it wil not be a dead
letter law because thig bill

: without an appro ria-
tion will be inoperative unl oy

vill erat €8s We provide an ap-
propriation for its implementation

Senator LAUREL. Only from the high school. Ouy
students in the primary schools now do not
even how to read.

Senator PUYAT. Is it not better, Your Honor
to start our young children early so that at an’
early age they can drink deep into the inspiration
of José Rizal and not wait until they become 15
or 16 years of age?

j Senator LAUREL. But this is compulgory y
ing and the children in the first grage do 5;10293(:;
know how to read. How can we compel them?

know

; ardiil -
This should be determined by the National B

of Education. int
Senator PUYAT. This brings out anOthei 512;50
I have in mind that perhaps to cover tha L how
of our education, because our statistics 11‘3;;8 v
that for every 1,000 students that enter an oub
grade, only about thirty get to high SChOOL'versi .
of the thirty only about three get to the un}aﬂ,gsrﬂ'
So, if you start the reading of the Nolt M Gl o ou
and the Bl Filibusterismo in the high S° ?1; in the
are losing 970 of those students that stfu oul
primary grades. Now, Your Honor, dop t ze gment
that you are not reaching a very b1’g1
by limiting this requirement to the b
Senator LAUREL. No. ]eading?ﬁ
Senator PUYAT. But, precisely, I Was 4 the b
the point that, perhaps, we can amenl
so that in the intermediate grades we ¢V i
a simplified version of these books. £ prObab
Senator LAUREL. Not the reading, L cufl"c 7
in the teaching of civics in a combin® q a l‘eadﬁs
there might be some form of Pl’epam?g:na wol'ea
but not compelling them to read the orlg‘irics c"'.u 1y
of Rizal, or probably some books on ¢ pil?
from sources taken from Rizal, Mabily g
Or a compilation of those to prepare t-l i the I
eventual reading should they go UP ‘-
school or outside should they leave:
great deal of truth, I think, in What
that about 70 per cent of the childre thab 1
the primary grades drop out. Beyol somé iz
don’t get any more education, and S0 ugh pbi
of an arrangement could be made ?I?lg wta {
nming, technical planning of the authoriti®™ o 5
without compelling these people who 2

ﬁ;e
- : ; ple
Ing the primary grades, some kind of -su -aiﬂmigfiﬁg'
reader could be prepared for theil ' eqt Noi’
Civic education, but not to the extent 0% “yhe

them to read the unexpurgated text b
Me Tangere and the Bl Fegl-abuste"'i'smo'e thi“w;"

Senator PUYAT, T am glad to knoW “ iy = ot
o ?four Honor, because gbased on the regﬂqme 4
be in a bettey position to prepare MY a I oWi? . o
Now, gentleman, may I convey the ¢ 00“18 o,
ormation to you so that perhaps we Tha diﬂy
oberate in preparing thege amendme? s;.y ret 5,)1‘;
Propriation for texthooks for Compulszf e t“i,
I our public schoolg is P650,000. All No?w féh
hag been uged up except P75.72 todaY'.s beluﬂ" /
appropriation is being presented an

duced ¢ al geb ” ‘;ﬂ
1f th. .0 ?500,000 fOl. the next ﬁSC it P d

| e intentio
pu

n of the sponsor is t0 1111111
SOry reading of these books to t
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level, then the estimate of the Department of Public
Edutfation is that about 36,000 copies would be
;‘Equu-ed, Would the sponsor of the bill prefer
iﬁa;‘vh'an authority to appropriate be incorporated
A ‘ls 1?111_, or an amendment to the effect that an
bpp_lopl‘latlon to cover the printing of the books
€ Incorporated in the budget to be presented to
Ongress?

w()su‘igtc]).li LAUREI.:. Either way, but personally I
appro)‘l.{e_the bill amended containing the actual
COpiesl “?tlon for the printing of the unexpurgated
in the;) s two books for distribution even
C airmamount of P50,000. I would appeal to our
in n of t.he Committee on Finance to help us

1at direction,

Senatoy
onol.atol POYAT. Thank you very much, Your

Senatol.

guiShed
atop

bil],

The PRE
cCidental

PriMIciak. My, President, the distin-
Og_entle!}’lan from Negros Occidental, Sen-
¢8I, will consume a turn in favor of the

SIDENT. The gentleman from Negros
18 recognized.

D 1
ISCURSO DEL SEN. LOCSIN A FAVOR

E]

Sei;gb_LEO;JSIN. Sefior Presidente, Caballeros
fﬁmbrado ; camino de la libertad mo estd al-
Mgosturag © rosas. Tiene sus hondonadas, sus

siempre’ e ZIgzag‘S_, sus trechos bloqueados,
blog 5 ascendente, sin término porque los pue-
requiezanOH eternos peregrinos c'lel p}'ogreso.
ecol‘rel.lo. Lvalor sereno y de_termmacmn para

As uOs q“e_Dreman 13: vida y sus _com‘or‘h—
n gObqieE un ideal de libertad, de justicia,
£ SOcia]no Y los fueros del progreso y del
ra, » 8¢ ponen al margen de la senda

03 erpe ‘
gigquear?r? Zzseg at_)USOs del i‘mperialismo espaiiol
3 e' un o, ‘amn.m manteniendo a’r?uestro pue-
“ONGp g SCurantismo cultural, politico, social y
Miay, én ) 0 se dieron cuenta de que no todos
do” abrig GSea noche de nuestros abuelos. Rizal

e ﬁlipino;a&mmo' Consciente, sin emb‘argo,

r Orreyy e todas las generaciones. tienen
B _juicio 4 ¥y V1v11" todas sus dificultades, dejo,
Ora), e D. Jaime C. De Veyra, un legado

Raemmo, S{]Dlritual.: “la ensefianza de su vida, su

do?“s de . OSCritos: el Noli Me Tangere, las

Qﬁe de 'gﬂ‘ga, El Filibusterismo, Sobre la in-

Ri 28 N 08 filipinos, Filipinas dentro de cien
iacl “eva, Ortografia, etc. Ahf, ahi, estd

On
g ] Dii?gnte repitiendo la esencia de su fe.”
Yang lo, especialmente la juventud, perderia

O i
DOl'tunldades para amasar valores de es-

tilizada espiritualidad, de conducta ciudadana ejem-
plar, de nacionalismo afirmativo con el desuso de
ese valioso legado. S

Los males de toda laya que Rizal combati§ v

con mano maestra describié en sus escritos a fin |

de exponerlos “en las gradas del templo para que
cada persona que viniese de invocar a la Divinidad
les propusiese un remedio”, no han desaparecido
del todo. Nuestros tiempos los han heredado si.
bien con otros nombres, con manifestaciones mas
encubiertas, tanto mds peligrosas cuanto més su-
tiles, a modo de la serpiente gue se desliza bajo
tupida maleza lista siempre a causar su victima a
la. primera ocasion.

Hoy dia, esos males se manifiestan en el abuso
del poder que frustra la voluntad popular expresada
en los comicios, que causa actos de terrorismo
criminal. La influencia monacal de entonces esta
suplantada hoy por la influencia de los intereses
creados. Los latifundios de las corporaciones re-
ligiosas de antes se conocen hoy por los latifundios
familiares. Las fortunas improvisadas o mal ad-
quiridas de antes, hoy se adquieren por medio de
grandes concesiones, de préstamos fabulosos, por
compras de efectos del gobierno a precios previa-
mente convenidos, o negociando en délares. Aun
tenemos la escandalosa preponderancia de las ga-
lleras. La explotacion de los servicios de Bagilio
y Crispin la sufren hoy miles de menores de edad
que trabajan en campos y talleres. No tienen -

adesperdicio en estos nuestros tiempos estas palabras

de Elias: “Atn oimos que se saquean pueblos; atin
se ataja en los caminos; los robos contintian ¥
no se averiguan los autores; el crimen existe y -
vaga libre el verdadero criminal” ... Las consi-
deraciones expuestas por Isagani a Fr. Fernindez
sobre la falta de competencia del escultor para
producir nada mas que una carieatura de la masa,
mas que a la calidad de la misma pueden referirse
al enorme porcentaje de estudiantes que fracasan
en los exdmenes que las distintas juntas examina-
doras del Gobierno celebran periédicamente. Las
costosas celebraciones de la fiesta anual del pueble
de San Diego se proyectan en las fastuosas cele-
braciones de las fiesths patronales o civicas de
nuestros municipios y barrios. La opulencia de
las fiestas sociales de Capitin Tiago encuentran
acabada proyeccion en los aristocraticos saraos de
nuestros Clubs sociales de hoy dia.
Rizal ereyé que la-responsabilidad de toda labor

manumisora de la patria y de la sociedad tiene

gque encomendarse a la juventud. AGn de estu-

diante del Ateneo de Manila, en su oda premiada,
va llamé a la juventud filipina “bella esperanza
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de la patria”. En el Noli Me Tangere cred la
figura central de Criséstomo Ibarra, repositorio
de todos los atributos de méas valor que debe reunir
un joven filipino en dotes intelectuales, en virtudes
ciudadanas, en educacién y responsabilidad familiar.
Ibarra era para Rizal el joven ideal llamado a
ser botén de muestra de nuestra juventud. Fué
enviado por su padre a otros paises para “aprender
la ciencia de la vida”, para ser un dia util a la
patria. Ibarra, antes de partir, se despidié de su
primer maestro, un viejo sacerdote que le regald
estas significativas palabras de despedida: “No ol-
vides que si €l saber es patrimonio de la humanidad,
solo lo heredan los que tienen corazon”.

Ibarra vivio en el extranjero una rigida dis-
ciplina para conseguir la mas completa preparacion
espiritual y cultural. Y volvié al pais mucho mas
rico en conocimientos, intolerante con las injus-
ticias, defensor y protector de los débiles, filan-
tropo para la causa de las escuelas, resuelto a
conservar la fe de sus padres, amar a la “patria,
porque es deber de todo hombre amar al pais a
quien debe el ser, a quien debe y debera su felici-
dad”. . . Pero al llegar, su gran corazén fue sa-
cudido por dos violentos y contradictorios senti-
mientos, de dolor intenso el uno, desgarrador por
la muerte de su padre en la circel, de cémo fue
perseguido “en el mismo reposo de la muerte”,

- hollando su tumba para ser tirados en el lago los

restos exhumados; y otro, un éxtasis de felicidad
al encontrar a su Maria Clara, 1a novia dulcemente
afiorada durante los afios de ausencia, tan hermosa
“‘como un ensuefio, pura, llena de fe y de inocencia,
mecida entre amores y sonrisas”, tan enamorada

para ponerle en olvido como le manda su confesor,
su Maria Clara, que es

“fantasma azul del alma filipina
que sofiara Rizal,

prolongacién del beso

de su cbsesién divina,

vibrante poesia

que el poeta cantara,

eres, clara Maria,

nuestra Maria Clara”

. Asi lo canté una poetisa. ;Con qué acierto se ex-

preso el Capitan General a Capitan Tiago: “La
méas virtuosa de las hijas es digna seguramente
del mejor ciudadano de Filipinas.” Reexpresare-
mos el pensamiento del Capitdn General diciendo
que Maria Clara e Ibarra representaban una sim-
biosis de amor entre la patria y la juventud!

Como médico Rizal era un psicélogo. Sabia
que la juventud tenia necesariamente que ser ‘“inex-
perta y sofiadora”, algo idealista.

Asi, con' ger

' : . era
Ibarra un joven reflexivo, como enamorado .

romantico, un consagrado a la memoria de sl;z
padres, un convencido de la labor ennoblect?doé11
de la escuelas, un creyente de que en todo quaf:n_
humano hay un rico depésito de nobles s{-:ntlmli .
tos. Rizal llené al joven Ibarra de ros?-daf', -
siones para herirle en “su fibra mas sensible
el puial de las injusticias de su tiempo-
Animoso quiso Ibarra mejorar la . b
ofreciendo el dinero necesario para leVanta.l . de

! cion
escuela; pero en la solemnidad de la colocd

ensefian?

a
la primera piedra, por poco pierde la .Vliate, Bl
haberle advertido Elias del planeado accide r el

pobre maestro de escuela salio humillado I?Ondﬂs
cura con estas palabras: “No me useés G o
prestadas; conténtate con hablar tu idlomz, yoso”
me eches a perder el espafiol que no €S p-al. cticﬂf
tros”. Otra vez en la escuela se volvié & P

aquello de que la letra con sangre entr® et

Llamado a respetar al sacerdote por St (;211 que
Yy porque ‘“queria que se respete m-Rellgy et
educé a la sociedad”, una alusién abiert? re 9%
madamente injusta a la memoria de _Su %zno, qu
fué “un hombre honrado, un buen Cluda.cr'stiano
se ha sacrificado por el pais, un bue? rint?
que siempre ha hecho el bien y jamas Opobligé 3
desvalido, mi acongojé al miserable”s e co o
derribar al P, Damaso sujetdndole el cuello
de los pies y “blandiendo un afilado cuc™ irnPura'
a punto de manchar su mano con Sangre' )

Amando con noble amor a Maria Cla v
Impiadosas y conciencias negras le
posible la realizacién de ese amor, ¥ s fimeﬂ
de sus suefios que sélo-sabia entregarse 2 irg?, g
amor, derramé todas sus fragancias 4° " mo0*
el convento de Santa Clara en preces

. 01
Dios del Amor! pofi”a?o"’
Con ser liberal, Tharra era un conte™ 1 PUe o

que rehufa las violencias. Refiriéndos® =
Se expreso: “yo quiero su bien, PO ?nsl in?
una escuela; lo busco por medio de 8 o
por el progresivo adelanto; sin lug 1O h"‘_‘Yte nei® s
Pero vi6 frustradas sus més sinceras ~1ns I¢ tliﬁ )
Y se transformé; mas bien los ‘desengan?‘el e
formaron. Replicindole Elias de 4% o
bien sufre, afin espera y no pide m4s a o 10

de libertad, de justicia y de amor”s 102 oyi# "
testa: “no vengarme, seria un crime™® uer® 1193’
marlos a nuevas injusticias . - » O uﬂndo ﬂr}a
bardia, busilanimidad, gemir y lloralt ?eto 8 1if

", : ise
sangre y vida, cuando al insulto ¥ 2 a? t# !

eblo s}evaﬂ

el escarnio! . . . Hays ver a ese pU
y le diré que contra esta opresion
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Dl‘Qtesta el eterno derecho del hombre para con-
Quistar su libertad!”
En la banca de Elias nacié Simotn! . . . Aleluya!
En El Filibusterismo Rizal creé otros modelos
€ JOVe:nes dignos de ser emulados por la juventud.
Iszrgli‘al.ltli,velrateneiste} br.illante, d_e una f}lel'za argu-
o ca 'colosal, sin signos de m}ferlomdad cuando
Que s :ila a f:a-ra con Fr. Fernandez, el profesor
o COntes;;) sorprendido, a veces confundido por
o3 aclones y la dialéctica del estudiante:
SOm%se E:;Cec(lles cumplan con su deber . . . Lo que
- til‘;miZae es lo hzu_l hecho . . . ‘Al' pueblo que
& quien o lse le _obhga a ser hipdcrita; a aquel
el que iy hqe nlega la verdad, se le da mentira;
les op ace tll'a}lo, engendra esclavos . . . Algo
a estudiar. Aparte del deber de cada
Oml;)i?al' su pgrfecciép, ha.y el‘deseo innatq
S odepy ;0 de 011lt1va1"su inteligencia, deseo aqui
SU opq S Vidcuanto mas rgprlmldo; y el qlfe.da
Qe 1e ‘gg e a al Estado, tiene .derecho a exigirle
Servay, T uz Pa_l‘a,ganar mejor su- oro y con-
D?ndenCia Jmi Su vida” . . . .Este tono de inde-
Igniq, 2 eleﬂl}lal, de apasu.)yada defe:n§a de la
con"iccién C‘a‘pgmdad de los jovenes ﬁh_p.lnos, de
ectiy 5 lallalgad;} sobre la responsabilidad co-
0s estudiantes, de amor al estudio, de
0 dindmico campean en los actos y de-
tic es de la.' Juventud de entonces. La dia-
: aSHgam es'tajante. Replicando al abo-
Sag, Sefiop S€ expresé: “Cgando tenga canas como
2 qua Sélt,)i Vl{elva_ la vista hzfcia_ mi pasado y
Que buénaI: tlabaJaCEo para mi, sin haber’hecho
q ado t ?llte podia y debia por el pais que
an g Viviy 0do, por los ciudadanos que me ayu-
ﬁna eSping entonces, sefior, cada cana me sera
¢ de aver. Y en vez de gloriarme de ellas, me
mlnada_ aIEOnzar”_ El sefior Pasta dio por ter-
Wiey za 'c:ggl‘?ista'pensan‘do en.las espinas de
B8ty 4c ° TeSpoy €Spués de oir .tan cor‘ldensada lec-
Udiapg, - nsabilidad social improvisada por un
asilio Ay
ﬁ;ﬂcia i I;IS:LO de Sisa, es un ejemplo de dil-
teniSEcretoS x ‘é_lo de la Medlcma:, poseedor de
Ma ung siin lmoun‘ porque sabia guardarlos,
mEd_'dcaraig eCante r(fmgnacmn a la pobreza.
dgy 1095 con, il Ide mas pasta, hacia uso de sus
siemcaré.cter sp endidez. Porqu'e tenia conciencia
1,. enerooclal de la p»rople.dad se mo§traba
Cig .Jllventu SO- en sus aportaciones materiales.
Naljg d tiene mucho que aprender de ma-

B o
D;.Filibu‘gtel}. las paginas del Noli me Tangere y
(Ie;se i OSe? “mo. Elias, brazo protector de los

? dcol’aginoso hasta la temeridad, la voz
€ los oprimidos, fue un Bautista en

DUleo

el desierto de nuestros anhelos libertarios. - Suenan
como un conjuro estas sus palabras dichas antes
de morir: :

“Muero sin ver la aurora brillar sobre mi patria . . .!

vosotros, que la habéis de ver, saludadla . .. no os

olvidéis de los que han caido durante la noche!”

Lo diamantino que es su patriotismo, su total

consagracion al ideal, su coraje inspiraron estos
versos del lirico Guerrero loando nuestra bandera.

“Fija en la brecha estd, ése es su puesto;.

alll la encontraran otras edades;

alli irdn a besar su hierro enhiesto

rayos de gloria o fieras tempestades.

Alli la miraré siempre clavada

flameando al sol las esperanzas mias;

vieja quizds, pero jamas hollada,

jamés vendida por el bravo ‘Elias.”
Y nuestros capullos de mujer, si quieren tener
mas de Maria que de Eva, encontrarian en Maria
Clara un espejo donde mirarse. Humildad en la
belleza, en el rango social y en la fortuna. Sin -
pastas y colorines que empaiien el color rosa de
las mejillas y el carmin de los labios. Pensa-
mientos de recato que florecen en la tersa frente.
Pureza de alma que limpidos ojos dejan asomar.
Refinamiento en las formas. Sobre todo un noble
corazon que es nidal de generosos sentimientos que
dieron fuego a su unico amor, el impulso necesario
a la mano que regala un valioso relicario a un
lazarino y trinos de ruiseflior a la voz que canta:

Dulces las horas en la propia patria,

Donde es amigo cuanto alumbra el sol;

Vida es la brisa que en sus campos vuela,

Grata la muerte y mas tierno el amor!
* * * * * * *

Dulce es la muerte por la propia patria,
Donde es amigo cuanto alumbra el sol;
Muerte es la brisa para quien no tiene
una patria, una madre y un amor!”

Sinceramente catélica, en la hora nona de su
vida de enamorada, de desesperacién abrasada,
rendida por el dolor no acude a la botella de lisol -
como remedio de todos sus padecimientos, no . . .
Corre a su cuarto escapandose del bullicio de una
fiesta social en su propia casa y completamente
exhausta, sin fuerzas, se deja caer en el suelo al
pie de una imagen, sollozando:

Madre, madre, jmadre mia! . . . Y pasaron las
horas . . . se consumié la bujia y se apagd, pero
la joven continuaba inmévil en el suelo, iluminada
por los rayos de la luna, al pie de la imagen de
la Madre de Jesus.

i Qué consoladora escenal! . . . DMaria Clara que,
como mujer enamorada, se declara vencida por el
dolor . . . ¥y Maria Clara, la heroica creyente que

se entrega confiada al amparo de la Madre de Dios!
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No perdamos mas tiempo para romper el frasco
de alabastro a fin de que el perfume de las en-

“senanzas de Rizal se derrame e impregne todas
las células de nuestra vida! .. .

Estamos atra-
vesando un trecho del camino de la libertad en
zigzag y con un mal tiempo ... Creedme, nos
valdran muy poco los dolares prestados sin el sen-
sible nacionalismo enriquecido con didivas de sa-
erificio que nos predicé Rizal . . . Cabesang Tales
nos saldrd mas valioso que Capitan Tiago en la
hora actual.

Rizal sabia lo que le esperaba con sus obras.
Rechazé la oferta de una evasion cuando estaba
desterrado en Dapitan. Sabiendo que el ambiente

~de Manila le era muy hostil, ya en Hong Kong,
- fuera por tanto de la jurisdiccién -del gobierno es-
- panol, volvié atim a Manila porque no queria que

otros padeciesen por su culpa. Siempre fue irre-
prochable como hombre y como ciudadano. Previo
su papel histérico y se preparé con fruicién de
predestinado . . . Ya lo dijo: “Pura y sin mancha
ha de ser la victima para que el holocausto sea
aceptable”, ;

Repasemos el Capitulo VIII del Noli me Tangere.
Ibarra recorrié en coche Manila para evocar re-
cuerdos; pero sus pensamientos se cortaron “a la
vista de la pequefia colina en el campo de Bagum-
bayan. El montecillo, aislado, al lado del paseo
de la Luneta, llamaba ahora su atencién y le ponia
meditabundo” . ...  Preguntamos, y ;por que? . ..
¢Seria la vision de otro calvario con la victima
propiciatoria de nuestras libertades patrias clavada,
muerta en la cruz del supremo y manumisor sa-
crificio? . . . El 30 de diciembre de 1896, tal pre-
sentimiento se convirtié en una realidad apotedsica!

Rizal, en aquella fria mafiana decembrina, cayé
en Bagumbayan tifiendo con su sangre la verde
alfqmbra del .h’lgar. Su muerte forzé el nuevo dia.
Apdstol l'eﬂe;lo. el efecto del luctuoso sucedido en
dos versos lapidarios,

“Si una bala destrozé tu craneo,
también tu idea destrozé un imperio!”

Rizal era profético. Cuando al toque del Angelug
el P. Salvi, con sombrevo, atraviesa Ia calle de
prisa para dirigirse a la casa del alférez
por un asunto de suma importancia, :
comunicar al alférez una indiscrecién confesional
de una penitente: la inminencia de

_ una conspiracion
Este pasaje en el Noli me Tan :

S gere pasa hoy de
hecho historico. Preguntamos si la confesién de

Simotin preanuncié la confesion de Riza] en su
celda del Fuerte Santiago. Me inclino a creerlop
asi.

seria
Era para

Llamado a dedicar toda su vida a la Pa%
antes de morir epilogé esa total entrega \folc@su
en hermosos versos alejandrinos el néct_al' de. Jo
incomparable amor a su adorada Filipinas. e
boread conmigo fragmentos de la floracion DA
tica de Rizal. '

o se color#

“Yo muero cuando veo que el ciel ;
puZ.

Y al fin anuncia el dia, tras lébrego C2
Si grana necesitas, para tefiir tu aurora, horéd;
Vierte la sangre mia, derrdmala en buell ;
Y dérela un reflejo de su naciente 10z « AT
2y " % #* ) o
Ensuefio de mi vida, mi ardiente vive anhel 'a;-tif!. |
iSalud! te grita el alma que pronto Val
iSalud! oh que es hermoso caer Por
Morir por darte vida, morir bajo

Y en tu encantada tierra la eternid2
# * P ® # *

a kil
te vuelaj. |
cielol )
4 dorm
®

. i tre Vs
Creyente en la comunién espn'ltual en 5 ullg},
los fieles de la grey, Rizal impetra de
piadosa oracién en estos inspiradisimos

“Deja que el sol ardiendo, las 1luvi 08

¥ al cielo tornen puras, con mi clamo® e"
Deja qie nn ser amigo'mi fin tempran
Y en las serenas tardes cuando por mi A
Ora también, oh Patria, por mi deriiis do:
Seflor Presidente y caballeros del Senal ;.
humilde manera de honrar la memoria
pa.triota cada diciembre, leo y releo B
Il propia delectacién. Tengo Pard. in#
filipino ng podrid encontrar mejor Lhs
1'(_3f1"escar su espiritu de ciudadano -
Piscina de las ohras de Rizal, siemP’ Z
las aguag Vigorizantes de sus ense'na“

JLEEUAA, :
Slempre freseas por la eterna lozanlﬂlo vay? i
camientos lapidarios. A medida que W veld it

trandose en las paginas de sus dos ; P i
Prepara gradualmente para el imp?c,to : ‘g‘rr's"?dglf.%_'f y
deza del dltimo capitulo de B} FiliD! " ablf ity
aue el P. Florentino, con la humild2® Zypicd Sy
(121 verdadero sacerdote, oye con st 5@"?"‘ |
PLension la confesién de Simoun. S,mOu{‘;a h;‘ﬂ :
STy i g
. ‘Dios 1e berdonard a usted, sefior - * ° Suf-ldﬂd a‘,{’i,
%i Somos falibles, ha visto lo que usted iquld 7’ qﬁt
sted ha creido que 1o que el crimen N ﬂqﬂidn’ﬂ#.p '-‘|I
maf}chado b de'fﬂl‘mado, otro crimen ¥ otra s a lle‘, .',_:
Durificar y redimir. Error! El odio nol alﬁorvﬂrlﬂ& i
mcl'anStruDS; €l crimen, criminales; S610 e st/ ide'f"‘
;130 .Obras maravillogas, Sélo la virtud puq ui‘ v
conopitos y los dignos deben sufrir Dar2 Goupot® T
e “an 'y se extiendan ... Redencio? f{ﬂ- _Ei'l '
ud, sacrificio, y sacrificio, amor!” : . gﬂvﬂ»“_‘
Asi hablg g P. Florentino a simot”

: 8 ¥ concentracion € °
consejo,

, A

Gradualmente ge hacia mc’ul!
5 .« r i $

la respiracion de Sim?

Derceptible





