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JUEVES, 19 DE ABRIL DE 1956 . 

S APERTukA DE LA SESION 
e ab?·e z . , 

trado el p .a ~eSton a las 10:85 a:m., ocupando el es-
E! p 1 estdente, H on. Eulo·g'io RodTiguez, S'r. 

RESIDENTE. Se declara abierta la sesi6n. 

DISPENSACION DE LA LECTURA DE LA LISTA 

El s y DEL ACTA NO. 56 
8e disp:~· PRIMICIAS. Sefior Presidente, pido que 
. _El pRE se la lectura de la lista y del acta. 
~~on? (S~~EN_TE. l Hay alg~na .obj eci6n a la mo-
5 18Pensa 1 ~eto.) La Mesa no aye ninguna. Se 

6. a ectura de la lista y del Acta N funero 

))ESPAc:a 
0 DE LOS ASUNTOS QUE ESTAN SOBRE 

Lea LA MESA DEL PRESIDENTE 
se el ord El SE: en de asuntos. 

CRETARro: 

MENSAJ 
E DEL PRESIDENTE DE FILIPINAS 

Qelltlettten MANILA, AP'ril 12, 1956 

lll l l:ta"e th of the Congress: 
ent l:t e hono to . 

Of th as o:tte d r mform you that the Belgian Govern-
title~ e n e:pa:e Dr. Octavio L. Maloles, present Counselor 

\l ''c ~•rnent f F . · ... ln onun 0 orelgn Affaii·s, the decoration eu-
llcce;strt-uch aandeur de L'Ordre de la Couronne." 
~al\t~d "'ith s the aforementioned decoration may not be 
all\ to Art~~t the prior approval of the Congress, pur-

811bltlittin lc e III, Section 1 (9) of the Constitution, I 
saso2 g the matter to you for appropriate action. 

Pending such action, therefore, the said decoration will be 
deposited in the archives of the Department of FoTeign 
Affairs as soon as the same is received from the Belgian 
Legation in Manila. , 

Enclosed is the draft of a Concurrent Resolution for 
your consideration. 

Very truly yours, 

The SENATE 
Congress of the Philippines 
Manila 

(Sgd.) RAM6N MAGSAYSAY 

El PRESIDENTE. AI Comite de Relaciones Ex
tranjeras. 

El SECRETARIO : 

RESOLUCION 

Resoluci6n Numero 122, serie corriente en la que la Junta 
Provincial de Bataan, recomienda la aprobaci6n del Pro~ 
yecto de Ley N umero 4666 de la Camara de Rep1·esentantes 
presentado por el Representante Cases, que t iene por objeto 
requerir a todas las Compafifas de petr6leo y gasolina, po
seedoras de depositos en cualquier puerto de Filipinas, que 
paguen a la pro•incia donde e,sten situados dichos depositos, 
un centimo por cada litl;o de gasolina o petroleo extraido 
del deposito. ....._ 

E l PRESIDENTE. AI Comite de Hacienda. 

CONSIDERACI6N DEL S. NO. 438 
( C ontinuaci6n) 

Senator PRIMICIAS. Mr. President, I now ask 
that we resume consideration of Senate Bill No. 

897 

' 
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haceros verdaderamente esclavos! Nueve P d yuestra 438. The distinguished gentleman from Batangas, 
Senator Laurel, will continue his sponsorship. 

The PRESIDENT. Continuation of the considera
tion of Senate Bill No.A38 is now in order. The -gentleman from Batangas has the floor. 

PONENCIA DEL SEN. LAUREL 

( Continuaci6n) 

Senator LAUREL. Mr. President and gentlemen 
of the Senate: This is the third day that I am 
making the sponsorship as Chairman of the Com
mittee on Education for the approval of Senate Bill 
No. 438, and I have been making an effort to cull 
or quote certain passages of the Noli Me Tange1·2 
and the E~ Filibusterismo in which, in' my opinion, 
are found the great thoughts and ideas of our 
national hero. And precisely because of these 
thoughts and ideas, these two novels ought to be 
read and studied in all the schools, colleges and 
universities in the Philippines. I am going to 
continue with these quotations, as I have said, for 
the purpose of making of record that this, among 
other things, is my 'reason for sponsoring this 
measure in addition, of course, to what I consider 
a1·e other reasons of great il)lportance. 

In the dialogue between Silnoun and Basilio, the 
former adverted to the 1at1!er the following: 

"1 Os ligais para con vuestros esfuerzos unir vuestra pa
tria a la Espana con guirnaldC].s de rosas, cuando en rea
lidad forjais cadenas mas duras que el diamante! Pedis 
igualdad de derechos, espaiiolizaci6n de vuestras costum
bres, Y no veis que lo que pedis es la rnuerte, la destrucci6n 
de vuestra nacionalidad, la aniqullaci6n de vuestra patria 
la consagraci6n de la tirania! . . . ;, Que sereis en lo futuro? 
Pu~blo sin caracter, naci6n sin libertad; todo en vosotros 
sera prestado, hasta los nrismos defectos 1 Pedis esr)afiol' _ 
"6 J'd '" IZa c1 n, Y no pa 1 ece1s de vergiienza cuando os }a niegan ! 

Y aunque os Ia concedieran, ~que quereis? ·que vais 
?C d 'f· ,~, a goanar. ua~ . o mas ehz, pais de pronunciamientos · 

de guenas CIVIles, republica de rapaces y desco t to ' pals 
1 . n en s como 

a guna.s repubhcas de la America del Sur' A • , 
• • • l. que ven1s ahora con vuestra ensefianza del castellano p t .

6 ..: ·d· 1 · , re enst n que 
ser.a n 1cu a s1 no fuese de consecuencias d 1 . bl 

Q •· - d' . . ep ora es? ;, uere1s ana 1r un 1d10ma mas a los cuarent t 
habl a Y antos que se an en las Islas, para entenderos cada vez menos? 

" iError c1·aso!-Os dejais engafiar por ,.,.and 1 b . .,. es pa a ras 
y no va1s al fondo de las cosas a examinar 1 ei to 

· lti · · os ec s en sus u mas mamfestac10nes. El espafiol nttn • . ca sera len-gua)e general en el pais, el pueblo nunca Io habl · 
• 1 · ara porque para as concepc10nes de su cerebro y los se t ' · to . n 1m1en s de 

su coraz6n no bene fra"Ses -ese idioma · cada bl . 
1 . · pue o bene e suyo, como t1ene su manera de sentil· . Q , . . · ~, ue vats a 

conseguu· con el castellano, los pocos que lo h be" 
hablal·? Matar vuestra originalidad suborcl· . a IS de 

. • mar vuestros 

que os presumis de ilustrados, sois reneg~~os e descuidJ 

Pa tria. El que entre vosotros habla ese 1~10ma, tiende f 
'b 1 Jo en sol de tal manera el suyo que ni 1o escn e n ll una 1 

i cuantos he visto yo que afectan no sa be:· ~e. ~l 0 
·:MientraS 

.. b"er·no lmoecl . ...., palabra! Por fortuna tene1s un go I . e1 ru""' 
P 1 · le 1mpone ·as la Rusia para esclavizar a la o oma provinC1 

mientras Ia Alemania prohibe el frances en ]as ervaros el 
. por cons . un conquistadas, vuestro Gob1erno pugna .

11050 
baJ0 de 

vuestro y vosotros en cambio, pueblo , ~naravldespojaros .. 
gobierno increible, vosotros os esforza•s . e~1. de que Jll1e~e 
vuestra nacionalidad! Uno y otro os olvldaJs la prendn 

5 
tras un pueblo conserve su idioma, coJtserva. ·a znientra 
su libertad, como el hombre su independenCies el pen~: 
conserva su ~aneta de pensar. El idioma . dependell"'~ 

' ta 1n ·· rniento de los pueblos. F elizmente vues r or ella · · 
esta asegurada: las pasiones humanas vel an p ·s di8' 

. to tbl ·n· 
I am referring to this statement 01 haPS to 1 t 

B T per 11 o logue between Simoun and as1 10 :Rizalia we 
dicate what might be considered a.s thef that ill 11 

the historical reason for the adoptiOn ° state sl~e 
Constitution which provide~ that theuage oll. of 
take . steps to adopt a natwnal lang 'fbi'S ~~ iS 
basis of one of the native languages. thell ttl.l:ttl. 
course a personal opinion of mi.ne, bu~he const~1jl· 
the justification for that proviswn of ·n the 1'011e 
tion not to adopt any particular dialect 1 usi!lg uoll 
ippines but to take the necessar_Y steP~he ad.oP tile 
of the native dialects as the basis fo~e~5011, 1!1 ell~· 
of the national language for the 1 s el P det' 
language of Rizal that "El idiollla e ·th po~ tJle • • . wor ~ 
miento de los pueblos" And this 1s p"rt 0 t;lle 
· the "' 'Jl mg and worth reading, at least on ~11d 1 

students in the schools, in the colleges ei· 
universities. tweefl ,~gl 

t' n be . ,~ 11 
~ontinuing with that conversa IO d :Basil!~ g 9 

moun and Basilio, ·when Simoun aske ot Jl'laJclfl~ o~ 
he wanted to do and why he was ~ake stePd~~ 
effort to wreak vengeance or to d tlle '"'~ 
acco?nt of the death of his mother a~he £o110 

of his brother Crispin Simoun asi{ed l 
. ' ' ' question to Basilio : e.flo' ~~~ 

,er)'l'l ~o 
"Y d ~p ~ , por la mernori~ de su madl'e y - e uorlll' if" 

hace us ted? ;,Basta venir a qui cada a.no y t1 
. # ~ IDUJer sobre una tumba? 0 c c01 ~;: 

gunt ·cill ,o . 
"l. Que qujere us ted que haga.? pre r just1!)!)9 ~~~ 

;,Sin medios, sin posicion social he de obtene esttel1 ~h 11(. 

s_us verdugos? Seria otr a victima Y rne roeS.· . ~e1'tc 
un pedazo de vidrio lanzado contra una. ·rrotl1 
usted mal en record{nmelo po1·que es tocar 

1 eli 
llaga! ·f11' 11 

"·Y . ?'' Jll 911 
~, Sl Yo le ofrezco a usted apoyo · ed 

f rJl'l . ~9, 
. It was Simoun who had trans 0 tee1J0 

pensamtentos a otros cerebros y en vez de ba l'b ceros 1 res 
Into a radieal element with radie8-1 

the answer of Basilio' was this : 
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,, T 
1 odas las reivindicaciones de Ia justicia todas las ven

ganzas de Ia tierra no harim revivir un so,lo cabello de mi 
rnadre ref. 
Q ' 1escar una sonrisa en los labios de mi hermano! 

ue duerma 
vengu ? n en paz ... ;,Que he de sacar aun cuando me 

e . 

And th' · 
"" 1S 1s the answer of Simoun which I would •vant to 1 · th'nl emp 1as1ze and that is the r eason why I 
za}\ { that this is one of the paragraphs in Ri-

s work tl t interp. t 1_3. ough~ to be read and understood and 
Which rRe _ed :l~ the hght of those conditions under 

1za1 hved: 
111:'1 • 
.l!.vttar u . · 

lo futu
1
• 

1
q ~ otios sufran lo que usted ha sufrido que en 

I o lay 1 . . ' 
ocura. L a. UJOS a sesinados y madr~ forzadas a Ia 

a restg · · · cuando al' nac10n no stempre es virtud es cr imen tenta t · . • ' 
esclavos n a mas: no hay despotas donde no hay 
abusa c~a~~Y ! e] hombre es de suyo tan malo que siempre 

'I' 0 encuentra complacientes". 
hese are . , 

deep in tl agam words that ought to be planted 
there 1•8 

le hearts of the Filipino youth. But 
one · . 

cuu f 1·orn th POint particularly which I want to 
to the PUritese ~wo . ~o~els because it is in relation 
been tall . Y of Fllipmo womanhood Rizal has 
b nng so f · · Ut there . ar of the great virtues in genera l, 
! \ IS a por·t· · · >¥ouJd Ion m these two novels which 
th Want ·t· at \va Pal Icularly to make of r ecord and 
de s When B · · ' ath of 1\f • asiho reported to Simoun the 
~~Usl_Y gri~~~ Clara, and Simoun although tremen
'"h0VIng of the made ~he follo:ving state~ent ap
th Ose histo . . monastic seclusion of Mana Clara, 

e heginn·
1
Y Is too long to be narrated here from 

Se}f · Ing to th · 
q 111 the tn e time that she secluded her-

eath, Sitnou ona~tery. But upon learning of that 
'' ·n n said: 

IS I uel'll'le 
epulta en Paz, hi· · . . 

ell s en Ia t b Ja ll1fehz de nu desventurada patria I v· u v· um a lo u.·.,.e 1&'01' ! C , 5 encantos de tu juventud marchita 
11 "' lles uando ' 
a.lh-ad un ho un pueblo no puede brindar a sus 

'" a· gar tra ' I b·1Uda. 1! cuando 1 h nqm o, al amparo de la libertad 
tel\ ~ aglill'las a el ombre solo puedc legar sonrojos a Ia 
~ "ue~~o.tl·as en co~d lllad:·e Y esclavitucl a los hijos, haceis 
t 1, bie 10 sen0 el ge

1
: nalos a perpetua castidad, ahogando 

1 UllJba ll. haya8 t. men de la futm·a generaci6n maldita! 
oa qu OJ7endo el u. que no te has de estremecer en tu 

q\l e sc · gl'lto de l · 
<:1 e se a Stenten co os que agomzan en sombras, de 
bel Poet hogan Po:r f 

1 
n a las. Y estan encadenados, de los 

"l.'acla a a la reg· . a ta de 11 bertad ! V e, ve con los sueiios 
•a... en Ion del · fi · 
la '<~a.s de Un l'ayo de m mto, sombra de mujer vislum-
" <:!ue ..t los cafiav 

1 
luna, murmurada por las tle:l!.ibles 

"1\ \lej era es . F . q !!ant a en el · · · 1 ' ehz la que muere llorada, 
Ue fet~ l'ecuerdo corazon del que Ia am a una pur a vision, 
l entan c ' no manchado por mezquinas pasiones 

be ll othe:r on .los- aiios." 
h . teacl Wo:rds h . 
.. ,l~<\l Pa1·tic 1 ' ere Is a great lesson that should 

thl'ottgh u;_rly ?Y our Filipino young women. 
unoun expressed a great deal of 

satisfaction in preferring seclusion, disappearance, 
death, to dishonor . To him the purity of woman
hood is preferable to anything else, because there 
can be nothing dearer than honor. Life without 
honor, life par ticularly of a Filipino woman, with
out purity, wi~hout consecration and devotion to 
home, to moral, in the language of Simoun, "duer
me", he pr efers them to remain in monastic seclu
sion and be a negative f actor in the great events 
t hat transpired in the course of the history of a 
nation. 

And then the last part perhaps, without attempt
ing to make r eference to the other passages and 
narrations of t hese two novels, is the great faith 
that Rizal had in the F ilipino youth, not only from 
the t ime that he was in his tender years when he 
wrote that famous poem dedicated to the "Juventud 
Filipina", but in his novels, when desperate, when 
everything seemed gloomy and dark, when he could 
not believe that t he :fight for good government, for 
justice, would be abandoned, and for many of those 
imper ceptible things that I have mentioned the 
other day, you find this remark, this summon, this 
challenge to the Filipino youth : 

";.D6nde esta la juventud que ha de consagrar sus rosadas 
horas, sus ilusiones y entusiasmo a! bien de su patria? 
;,Donde esta Ia que ha de verter generosa su sangre para 
lavar tantas vergiienzas, tantos crhnenes, tanta abomina
cion T Pura y sin mancha ha de ser Ia victim a para que 
el holocausto sea aceptable . . . ;,Donde estais, j6venes, 
que habeis de encarnar en vosotros el vigor de la vida que 
ha huldo de nuestl·as venas, la pureza de las ideas que se 
ha manchado en nuestros cerebros y el fuego del entu
siasmo que se ha apagado en nuestros corazones? . • , Os 
espera~os, oh jovenes, venid que os esperamos!" 

Realizing that there is a never-ending continuity 
of nations, desiring that the Filipino nation shall 
live and survive throughout the ages, he practically 
ended his two great novels by an appeal to the Fi
lipino youth. If for no other reason than that 
every F ilipino student in the schools, colleges and 
universities may read this appeal of Rizal to the 
F ilipino youth that they may 1·ealize that this is a 
sacred summon so that they, full of vigor and full 
of enthusiasm, educated men and ""omen of tomor
row, so that they may, when the bugle calls for 
service, band together as a compact and united 
F ilipino, and :fight for those principles for which 
Rizal fought and died, if for no other reason than 
that, this appeal of Rizal may reach and touch tlle 
heart, the soul of every Filipino student, every 
girl and boy in the public schools, I think that the 
novels of Rizal and his w1·itings should be read, 
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in such schools and colleges and universities. And the Roman Apostolic Catholic ChUI c f 

1 
froDI 

then, before ending, in view of the fact that there He distinguished true religion from the a :e~oneY 
is some question as to the object and purpose of the superstitions to the holy words _to ~e . which 
Rizal in writing his two novels that I even ex- and to make us believe in absurdities, 01 

ceeded and tried to philosophize that our problem true Catholicism would blush. ractice5 
will be beyond social problem, which was Rizal's He was attacking, in other word~,. t~e ihat ~as 
purposes in br·inging about reform in the social of untrue corrupt polluted CathohciS d1·v1n~ ' ' . h twas ~ and polittcal . life then obtaining in those hectic not the Catholicism that was J.u~t, t a uld blUS~ . 
days. and so he said,-"just Catholicism wo h r jndic8 

. · " Anot e os· I want to xead his letter originally written in · It ever knew of those practices. tholic .1\~ 
French which has not been given enough publicity tion that he even assumed that the Cal religious 

. . I ean t le be in my opinion, and being a personal letter of him tolic Church d1d not know,- m because ·t 
addressed to his personal friend Ferdinand Blu- authority, the hierarchy did not know, if e.yel' 1 

mentritt, whose authenticity cannot be questioned, said that true Catholicism would b1?5~ haS pee; 
and which is admitted eVen by the Hierarchy and knew. "I have unveiled that w~_It~erillg -wor of 
the ecclesiastical authority in the Philippines, which hidden behind the deceitful and g 1 ntryll'le11

115 
proves, as I have stated, that while Rizal might of our government. I have told our coud are fall,( 

. . . . l quote d no have committed certain mistakes, in unnecessarily our mistakes, our vices as I 1ave rn all s l 
referring to certain doctrines, said to be inimical we had and I have even r eferred to. the Wherell i~ 
to the Roman Catholic Apostolic Church, this letter with complaisance with our miseries. ·t }lig}llY red 
explains why. If that was the case, what was his have found virtue, I have spoken of ~ot -«a."e <Jet 
intention, and I said, the members of this body order to render it homage and if I have 10cJced ~te! 

. r~memb.er at the beginning of my sponsorship, that in speaking of our misfortunes, I have nd }atl~eed5 
R1zal d1d not attack the Roman Catholic Church them because no one will weep for :me a 'fbe ·red· 
bu_t rather those men who claimed to be represent- is the best means of concealing sorroW·

111 
occtl~111fC 

atJves of the church and who abused their author- I have related are true, and have actualc :JXll-l~d ,~~5 
ity and their prerogatives under the cloak of Ca- I can furnish proof of this. My b~~t 1 s~1 
tholicism. This is what Rizal said in that note which and it does have a lot of defects. W !Jse 
he wrote, sending at the same time copies of his that it was not a perfect boolc." ·f ct pe~~~~· 
works to Ferdinand Blumentritt, written in French: The works of Rizal were not pel e "'ritlt. p&:' 

"This book," he says, "contains things of which imperfection and imper:fectibility g?e~ ill }llfeJ'~1• 
no one up to the present time has spoken. For kind and human nature, and Dr: Rl~~1,5 t<> tl'li5 ~~~ 
they are so sensitive that they have never suffered sonal letter sending copies of hl~ b stated t}leJ

11 themselves to be touched by anyone whosoever. nand Blumentritt in Austria havmg y c~Jl 1)1 !I 1 

"For my part," said Rizal, "I ha~e attempted to writing that letter in French, I dare s;e~t ft~f)11~ 
do. what no one else has been willing to do. I have be a more affirmative statement? Detb.iS l £{liD 0' 

tned to answer the calumnies that have f . t artistic and aesthetic point of vieW ~racitY 0i9 ~:ef• 
ries been heaped upon us Filipinos and ou~\~~~~ tehny. But no one can dispute th~r=ted· ~~ectJ\# 
country. I have written of the social d't'. ave presented and I have nai . l'S o,_. 9t-'~ !'' 
and the life of our people of our beli'efs con hl Ions bably is the first presentation of RlZal }lS.~e..,ted o( 

1 . ' , our opes h · hat .,.rf!.'' ~ our ongmgs, our complaints and our sorrow j lS purposes and this supports W eJ.' ""' 
9

ec lle 
have unmasked the hypocrisy which d .s. here ·in my sponsorship that Rizal ne~l' a~~ itlo .,~ 
clo~k Cofthrel~igiAon,"-h.e did not say tha~nt~~ ~~~ ~tt~c~c the Catholic Apostolic Chtn:cb. a fllt·itl~J ~~ 
man a 0 lC postohc Church was hy ··t· IehglOn of any character but bel11g of oef •))o 
h · . pocn 1c or . ' . 0se ot -~1 yp~cntical, but he said,-" I have unmasked'" was ammated by the lofty pulP. 

1 
ill fiJlr t~' 

he lifted the veil, the mask ''I hav k ' - about reforms if those were posslb e d a C~_.\' 
h . h' . e unmas ed the ff - d a.., tlte ~~~~. 

ypocnsy w 1ch under the cloak of . 1- . ? er what he loved and espouse ta.cl' 9-S pll. 
to impoverish us; I have dist' Ie .lgion came m that period. But he did not at ere -.,'1 J'o~!lt 
relimon fr·om the false" In oth mguished true ol' Ch h 'f th p )I l' 

o· • er word d lC urc . In other words, I -wa.s t l ~ 
the cloak of religion the iniquities were c s, u~ er thing said against the church tha.t d a~ pi ~tl'' 
by some agents of Catholic church and 't ommitted only accidental or adventitious. ,A.nsel~e$!1li j 

which cloak, in his opinion no ' . 1 Was _under sa. id some of these people buried t. he~ t--.tljl(ll 
' I epresentatrve of t 1 ~ ,_. 

IVe Y speaking, in some place 111 · 
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~vhen the criminals or the guilty parties have got 
0 

be capt!Jred, naturally the house -\vas hit in the 
course of th I . . e s nrmishes during the fight that ocCUI·red 
e ' and this is what happened when Rizal 
r!~~:ed the caus? in his attempt to bring about 
...... 

8
· As I said there are quite a number and •uore th t 

tnan .: one can speak indefinitely about the so 
th Y I eals and concepts expressed by Rizal in ese tw . 
ing f . 0 g1. eat works. But I must add by plead-
ing f~1• the approval of this measure and in plead
by th/ the approval of this measure unanimously 
Validit 

8 
Body .we at the same time give validity, 

our n~. and VIrtuality to the life and teachings of 
~easure:OI~a~ h~ro, Dr. Rizal. By approving this 
In 1natt . ven If we are confronted at times and 
sions I.et

1
s. of our political bickerings and dissen-

' IS h d generar ope that future generations and 
and th Ions .after us by reading the life teachings 

e Writ' · . . ' . 8~lf-confiden Ings. of Rizal may gam mcorrupbble' 
bon in 0 'd ce, direction, courage and determina-

r. er th t continue f a ' as I have characterized, we may 
to a full or,~ard on our never ending pilgrimage 
lllaking tl. gteater and more abundant life. In 
and to us appeal, I wish to say and to reiterate 
th elllph · 

at llizal asize the incontestible admitted fact 
~ationalit Undoubtedly is the builder of Filipino 
t~adet· of: that h~ is the architect and the spiritual 
Chat therea~~ ~lor10us revolution against Spain and 
lU 08en by w~11 . he was a Filipino hero personally a: student d ham Howard Taft, so he told me in 
lla~ to glorif ays at Yale, chosen by him to honor 
lli lgu uncte

1
• ~.the American administration's cam

lt~os toward ~to .win the goodwill of the FiJi
Of al, I dares lencan policy in the Philippines. 
11'ili ~Uezon, 

0
;ay, was the insph·ation of Osmefia, 

'"h lllno ind Palma and other giants of the 
o h epend 

llo}· ono1·abl ence movement in the past years 
e1.h~Y into Y fought for the translation of such 

-.... ~1 one in · 
ttn1· ent fot· th Cl. eased autonomy and self-gov-

\1el· e FT · lle0lll 8ality a d 1 Ipmos. And then it was the 
Of lU ~· and t~: .love of Ri'zal for the common 
e0ll} 

1lle, it ,v Is Is of course a personal opinion 
Qlle~0n Peop~s that universality and love for the 
het

0 
on in th e that moved the great Manuel L. 

t·e ose h 
aoeial . the \Var appy days of the Commonwealth 
a l;lt· J.ustice .to formulate the basic policy of 
a11 °\1lsion . Which I have indicated yesterday was 
h. '"h · Insert d · · · "'•ain lch rem . e m our Consbtutwn and for 
tllrthstay of ams .. there today, remains as the 
l'ef0 et· soci t11 F1hpinos if it is to bring about 
tle111l'lns, l3 at Political, economic and educational 

en of th:' above ~II, Mr. President and ~en· 
Senate, It was Rizal's proto-typH~Al, 

inexhaustive and exemplary Filipinism sanctified by 
his own blood and the popular approval and vene
ration of the entire people that has inspired our 
nation today which is the inspiration of all of us 
to remain true to itself. And I am sure we shall 
endeavor to perform feats of endul'ance and valor 
without fear in all the crises that may come in the 
midst of our misunderstandings and differences of 
opinions in the political, economic and social fields. 
We are willing to go through and through in spite 
of the life and the writings of Rizal which is all 

\ 

we are asking now and which I, as Chairman of 
the Committee on Education, have the honor to 
submit--to require the compulsory reading of those 
writings by Filipinos, by generations of Filipinos 
and their children, so that the historic consecration 
of our nation at Bagumbayan fifty-six years ago 
may not prove in vam. 

Mr. President, I thank you, and with that plea 
I close my sponsorship. 

I am now ready to answer questions from tne dis
tinguished gentleman from Quezon. 

The PRESIDENT. The gentleman from Quezon may 
proceed. 

'Senator TANADA: I would like to ask the distin
guished sponsor of this important bill certain ques
tions concerning the operation of the provisions of 
the bill itself. 

Senator LAUREL. I shall be very happy to an
s·wear questions that may be asked by the Senator 
from Quezon. 

Senator TANADA. Your Honor, is there any pro
vision in this bill which could in any way or 
manner be interpreted as prohiBiting any teacher 
either in a public or private _ school from explain
ing the ideas embo'died in these works of Rizal or 
even from pointing to certain ideas as erroneous if, 
in the belief of the professor or teacher, said ideas 
are erroneous? 

Senator LAUREL. That is a very pertinent ques
tion, and I am happy that the distinguished gen
t leman from Quezon has asked that question. And 
the reply is categorically that the1·e is absolutely 
no provision to that effect. In other words, may 
I explain a little bit, all that the bill requires is 
that the noyels written by Rizal as they are printed 
and distributed be printed and distributed without 
eliminating any portion. In other words, the 
books ' as written, be~ause I main,tain and this is 
my humble opinion, that if you eliminate any por
tion of Rizal's ·writings which is part and parcel 
of a book, you not only disfigure what he has 
written but you also disfigure Rizal himself, his 
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thoughts and ideas, and ~I as a Filipino, as an 
admirer of Rizal, shall be against that. But if 
there are certain reasons, as Rizal himself said, 
that it is possible that he has made mistakes be
cause there is no perfection in this world, there 
is absolutely no prohibition contained in this bill 
which will permit any school, sectarian particularly 
in character, or that would/ enable the t eacher 
to explain the meaning, the extent, the nature, 
the implication and everything that the teacher 
may want to explain, but it must be on the basis 
of the original texts as Wl'itten by Dr. Rizal him
self because we want no fraudulent method in the 
teaching of or educating the Filipino people. 

Senator TANADA . . Would not, therefore, the gen
tleman agree with me that if a provision had been 
inserted in this bill prohibiting annotations or ex
planations of the works of Rizal or even attacks 
on the ideas expressed by Rizal in his works, that 
such provision would be unconstitutional because 
it would be a curtailment of the freedom of opin-

- ion and expression? . 
Senator LAUREL. But there is none. Something 

cannot be unconstitutional which is not there. 
Senator TANADA. Predsely, Your Honor, if a 

provision had been inserted then the bill would be 
unconstitutional. 

Senator LAUREL. Yes. 
Senator TANADA. That is right. 
Senator LAUREL. But I say, Your Honor, pardon 

me for inten-upting you, I may someday, when 
I am jobless, I shall pretty soon write my anno
tations on the Noli Me Tange1·e and the El Fili 
buste?ismo, and as I announced here, even if Rizal 
;-ras . satisfied with. his works, I may find myself 
m disagreement With him and I do not think the 
law, not even the government, can curtail my 
fre~dom to pre~a.re a textbook not only on the 
basis of the ongmal novels of Rizal but on th 
basis at the. ~arne tim~ ~f my own feelings an~ 
my own I'ehgwus conv1ctwns on the matter d 
that is not provided or required. The . ~ an 

h·b·t· Ie Is no pro 1 I Ion and the1·.efore, that can be done. B t 
al~ that. we are requi~·in~ is that you read wh~t 
RIZal sa1d, and as I said, m my opinion th t-

f R. 1 . , e grea 
ness o 1za 1s not that he was a perfe t 
~t he . had made no mistakes. His great;ess~~ 
lll the fact that he was a human being F'l' . 
and tha~ in the totality of the appr~i:al 1

0j1~?· 
pe.rsonahty, . he :was great, he was great in t~! 
m1dst of his m1stakes and in the mid t f 
frailties of his human nature. s o the 

~~nator TA~ADA. Your Honor, considerin 
OPiniOn you have expressed in answering m g the 

Y ques-

·a . ·t superfloUS tions, would you therefore cons1 er 1 h " waY 
·11 · sue ~ or unnecessary to amend the b1 m . ublic or 

as to permit teachers and professors m P .
1
·tjngS 

. t t the WI private schools to e"A!Jlam or anno a e 
of Rizal? . nnecessBrY 

Senator LAUREL. I think it would be ~ hts But 
t . 1 rig · t because they have their constitu 10na ot wan 

d I do n you know I am not the Senate an 
to argue with any senator on th~~· ur 0pini0~ 

Senator TANADA. I am just gettmg yod d in this 
gar e considering the fact that you aTe r~ Iawyel'· k 

country as the foremost constitutional 
1
• 'l'ha11 

Y . Bono · Senator LAUREL. Thank you, our ·ke 
you for what I am not. 

1 
would 11 iS 

Senator TANADA. Now, Your ~on?r, because :e. 
~ go .to another provision of ~h1s bi~l, ears to co bt 
b1ll w11l be the object of discussiOn for Y !tieS to bill 
Section 5 of the bill provides for pe~aof tb.e 5, 
~posed for Violations of the laW O~f . sectl0~jS 
Itself . According to paragraph (a) . ions of ellt 
if th~ person violating any of the p roVlS go vel'~ 1Jt 
law 1s a professor or teacher Ill .a or sll9 tto~~' 
college or university, his penalty 18. ficatioil.""-0~· d. . d' uaJI t Jl?' ISmissal from the service and 1sq Jllllen 
teaching in any public or any go~e:rsitY· 
nized private school, college or uniV plltl'' 

Senator LAUREL. Correct. ding to ers~ 
Senator TANADA. Whereas, accor 'f tlle ~e~ 

graph (b) of the same Section 5• .~ a pl'~t1 tc: 
violating the provisions of the JaW 1 jvet51 el-eU, 

. t h or un . Jl'l pt or eac er in a private college It'' JS fl'e 
· ena J rfl Ji' c~gnlzed by the government, the P gove ~or~ 

disqualification from teaching in anY 
0
tver ~ell ut 

recognized college or university. I~ a.s tlle ~9i ti' 
~here is a difference in penalty, whei:t -we 11coll~r, 
ls the same. And I am afraid th f tne 

9
cl1 ,1 

· 1 t· se 0 te tP 
VlO a mg the equal protection cJaU and ·""- rJ 
t t· rs "' )llw· Jto·~ u Ion, because then the professo Jd c t .dl' 
i bl' . wou " ilfl It' · n pu 1c Universities and colleges ItY tP oiS jJI' 
th~y are being given a higher pe_na te scP0tllot i: 
bei.ng ~e.ted out to teachers in priV~ t}l.i'l'l1{ tJ.}j~e~i 
Universities. Does not Your Honor ·pen 1 S~ 
asmuch as the offense sought to b~enfllt /' 
the same in nature and character, the . t t~l 
be the same as much as possible? · d P01~e 9 t'1~ 

S t goO tP jl I' ena or LAUREL. You have a iS e fl ff~ 1 
your Honor, and where the offense of t~o~4 d o~ 
and the offense is the same becau~~at {oi ete 9~ 
and the scope and the consequences Id J:>e ~,e o tj 
~he offense, the same penaltY shouwill !Jlt~-11~.~V 1~ 111 the two cases. If Your Honor to ~tltl-

0
J1] ( 

?osal and give me further t irne e 11° f!Ofl0 

~st Portion of the bill, I rnaY ha~0ur 
any prop0sal on the part of 
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amend 't . I so that it may be J·ust and equitable in 
Pomt f · · 0 Imposition of penalty. 
allSenator TANADA. I will gladly do that. After 
"' ' twe have not yet reached the period of amend•uen s. 

Now y . H . . 
Which j h om onor, I am gomg to a quesbon 
Person 

1 
ope Your Honor will not consider as too 

a. 

he Senator LAUREL Well I will be very happy to· 
ar that · · ' 

that it ' Precisely because of the announcement 
S may be too personal. 
enator TAN 

this bill f . ADA. I have known the sponsor of 
stitution °

1
1 Years. I have been his student in Con

a Law 
Senator L · 
Senat AUREL. It is my g1·eat honor or TA- . 

\votking NADA. I have had the privilege of 
11 Under hi · w ection With m m ashington, D. C., in con-
t .ct, and bee the amendment of the Bell Trade 
t 1ll1 very 

1 
ause of that I have come to observe 

:e Senato
1
: iosely, and I am of the opinion that 

'Y question .s a good Catholic. Now, Your Honor, 
r~u Passion I:: Are you being a ,good Catholic when 

e approva~ ely, e~rnestly, and sincerely ask for 
Senat of this bill? 

lio or LAURE b 1101', an emb L. I don't consider that, Your 
"'e~ause 1 h arrassing question for me to answer 
'~ ~ ' Ca~llds, and t never tried to deceive myself, my 
t a holic, 1 ho he People in the fact that I am a 
Cat Ill a good Pe a good one. I would not say that 
a.a holic .A.p C~thoU.c, but I profess the Roman 
Of Possible ~st~hc religion. I have tried, as far 
l th· foll0~e1~ ~Ive up to the duties and obligations 
hut 1lllt that f a Roman Apostolic Church, and 
But ~hat is not only have I not concealed that, 
fact 111 sponsev~n a ~atter of public knowledge. 
llot ', as I st ~ling this bill, and considering the 
ti-te leany att ed, that Rizal, in my opinion, has 
ittg- llel'Vetted acked the Catholic Church but rather 
~at., tny- a~,.... element of the church and consider-

"g-o . ·v 'l conv· t· ' oo.e l'lcally Ic Ion which I want to announce 
~it:qe could b and specifically now that I believe that 
10. co a good ~ ~ g~od Filipino and at the same 
tl'al'ie~ePt, de: h?hc, that there is fundamentally, 
a.o.q C • and P In my heart, no conflict, no con
l hav atholici no antagonism between Filipinism 
'll.ouo. e sp0ns sm, and for . this reason, therefore, 
so ced . ored th. b'll d l'sh · ln th Is 1 . And as I alrea y an-
~tl a~ll :Shoulde hall of this august body, my spon-
1ll thy- agitat· not be construed as trying to stir 
lla.st h hotle ~~n, quoting Winston Churchill, that 
~tl'e~ ac~ to at by looking back, back to the 

g-the:n, i ou: ancestors, back to their lives that 
nvigorate and fortify the spirit of 

the Filipinos; I thought that I would be contribut
ing as a Filipino in the realm of love of country 
as Rizal did, without abandoning or forsaking the 
religion which is of course also dear to my own 
heart. 

Senator TANADA. My last question is this : Does 
not Your Honor think, therefore, that the Catholics 
should welcome the approval of this bill because 
the approval of this bill providing for the com
pulsory r eading of the two great worh of our 
national hero in colleges and universities, whether 
government-owned or government-recognized, would 
give the Catholics an opportunity to rebut what had 
been considered by some Catholics as an attack 
qn their religion? 

Senator LAUREL. Yes, I perfectly agree with Your 
Honor, and I may go a little farther, which I 
would not want to do. In the fu·st ·place, the 
question of making a choice for me has not come, 
the choice, in a real case of conflict, where you 
should not be a binabae, where you reach the cross
roads and will have to go one way or the other. 
In the case of conflict between my religion and 
my country, the choice has not come for me to say, 
"I go this way." That has not come. But if I 
were one of those high in the ecclesiastical coun
cils of my own religion, I would hesitate many, 
many times before I object to a measure such as 
thi s, which ·would make every boy, every Filipino, 
know the writings of Rizal, because that might give 
the impression that the Roman Catholic religion is 
against Rizal, and I cannot conceive of a good, 
true, loyal, patriotic Filipino who can be a Filipino 
and at the same time against Rizal. It would 
affect and impair the popularity, the adhe1·ence 
an'd, who knows, perhaps the support of many 
Filipinos who would make the choice in favor of 
their own country first and then as to religion 
the other choice. 

Senator TANADA~ I wish to thank the distin· 
guished sponsor for the answers given to my ques· 
tions, and I wish to assure the distinguished span· 
sor that I will present the amendment which I 
think should be p1·esented in order to avoid o1· 
eliminate th~ unconstitutional features of section 5 
of the bill. 

Senator LIM. Mr. P1·esident, wHI the gentleman 
from Batangas kindly yield to a few questions? 

The ·PRESIDENT. The gentleman from Batangas 
may yield, if he so desires. 

Senator LAUREL. Before I answer the questions 
of my esteemed friend from Zamboanga, I would 
like to make it Imown that as chairman of the 
Oommittee on Education, I want to give notice that 
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I and the members of the Committee on Education 
-shall be very happy to hear and to confer, to 
exchange views in a kind of public hearing before 

: the Committee on Education which will start at 
2:00 o'clock this afternoon until Saturday or Sun

. day of this week, while the discussion of this 
bill is going on in the morning. · 

I shall be very glad to answer now the gentle-
man from Zamboanga. · 

"'" Senator LIM. First of all, allow me to make some 
preliminary remarks. I wish to congratulate the 
gentleman from Batangas for his sponsorship 
speech. I believe no one else could surpass or 
perhaps even equal the brilliance and the force of 
the argumentation of the gentleman from Batangas, 
and also I wish to congratulate him for his Fili
pinism with which I agree completely. 

Senator LAUREL. Thank you so much. You 
flatter me so much. 

Senator LIM. I would like to say at the outset 
that I am 100 per cent for the approval of this 
bill. However, I would like to inquire from the 
gentleman from Batangas as to certain points. 

Is it not true that these novels of Dr. Jose Rizal 
composed of two volumes, or rather two parts, to 
be accurate, fh·st of the Noli and Se~ondly, of 
the Filibusterismo, are quite a complicated read
ing m~tter in the sense that the words are very 
often m the form of metaphors, personifications 
~nd hyperboles and the language is so deep that 
1t would not be easy for ordinary school teachers 
and for ordinary young boys and girls in any 
school to interpret Dr. Rizal's ideas? 

Senator LAUREL. There is something in that 
that these novels probably will not be so very easil; 
understood at the beginning in the lower g" rad 
l t . . h es, 
e us say, m t e second and third years, high 
~ch~ol~ but. before I answer that question, I want 
o e permitted to st~te here that there was a time 

when I myself was m the high school from 1905 
to 1910. What I was r·eading in those day "f 
I remember, were Robinson Cr·usoe a fi t" 8

' I . 
th Alh • c wn, and 

en ambra, describing the conditions in Gra-
nada, and Ivanhoe, and Silas Marner Ev n· th 
fi t ·t· b · e ese c 1 1ous ooks written for the young m· d . . 1n In the grammar school I had some difficulty . 
stand· B t I · h m under-

"b 1dng. d u WlS , th.at we had already pre-

your 
and the whole Filibusterismo. Wha~ I ~:'11'85 life 
Honor, is that they may find some dlffic~ ! 

1
g but 

. . th beglnnn , .) itself is difficult, particularly m . e teachers 
if we require this and then Wlth th~t d stJ!te5 
explanation, as they do now in the Uruh ~ngton is 
since the first grade the life of Was/ "if yoU 
taught, or what Washington said t~,a thOse Jittl~ 
want a thing well done, do it yourself, t cbings 0d 
things which come from the great ea ·nds an 
a great man will be infiltered into the !r!t1 beco!Jle 

' d th theY Wl d to eventually into the heart, an en nhOO • 
1 Rizali~tas. .They will grow __ ul? .to m:d nation~; 

matunty, w1th that idea of Fillpinisrn a life of \.e 
ism so vital and so essential to the d sur\'! 
Filipino, if this nation is to live an 
throughout these difficulties. 138tang~ f m -r.r no" .senator LIM. But, gentle:nan r~ your P 0tb8t 
w1th due respect to your opimon an~ t to ge,"f 0t 

of course, all the t ime I would }Ike Jiai'"~tbare~>' 
unlike in the case of, let us saY •. h are P~ 

9
od 

Robinson Crusoe or Silas Marner, whl~he ]'/oh .5i~ 
fic_t~ons, i~ the case of the 1·eading ~f contro"e~jt!ll 
Ftltbuste?'tSmo I believe that certain ,, pe ted• 

' . h ma.J re 
factual matters· are brought whlC ·ute~'P cltr 

d · rlY 1 cofl ~ an qmte dangerous if not prope e to. . Jlo 
f to com ·t J9 -~~ or our young men and women ,.r 1i 1 .. j1l . d J.V Oil , , ot 
~lOllS. In the Fi libuste?'is11W ~n crusoe, }ltlJ)l 
the same as in the case of Robmson e of rt5 ~ 
is mostly humor or for the purpos ia.l fll~di11r 
Perhaps, but her~ we have controv~r~ rei o~: 
garding religion regarding nationalls.,~ tlP"elie\ . 
th . • . ta.l<V·E> r ~~ Ill 

e . propr1ety or impropnety 0~ a.nd re t11e;. 
agamst Mother Spain at that time, r tlte ,el~ ,· 
there are certain points there stated 

0 
tlteftl ,efi 

b · · chers tl'le te' · e a question that even the tea ·a.SP .pte ~~ 
~ot b:ing able to comprehend or g~isiflt~~te'~~e 
llltentwn ~f Dr. Rizal, might be the ~l 0ec9-/ V: ~ ?athohcs claim the reason whY ectS 15 

11t $ (1' 
rehgwn' counts with more than gOO; .0testdeliVel 
~he Bible is so complicated. Some ~ the It ~~~,~ 
1~terpret the Bible not as a grouP a.ncil stlc

5
. I 

bons are not done in common cou!l di1l~l et8 i'1• 
~ave in the case of t he Pope an? .~:~. 1: tile;.~~ 
IS ~hy the Protestants are di~1 bec8-tl~~J .0 ,i1.

1 more than 300 different sects It 15 
1·n Vl 1t ,} 1.1 

t · t · rta. p5 lv r erp~e separately or differently ce erl1~ 11~0, ~i~, scri e ' an as expressed regretfully b S . 
Taiiada that he wished we had requi·red Yth' enator 

b t "f Is Years ago, u I I had had the opportunity f 

sen hal portions of the ·Bible an~ !stetiS .et 1l1 
be t~e same as in Noli and Filtb illtef~~jttJ9li· 
POSsible that some teachers maY ti,SP1 !J~j~, 
was anti-Catholic Church and an 9-tfl1~ pt £f.,l 
tha~ he was in favor of taking ?P 5 tJ·re IV':· ~~ 
Spam at that time. These questlo!l eotletl'.rJof' 
nar·y, and I would propose that the ~ t}l.e 
Batangas, in view of the fact tha 

them, and then reading them aga~n a od read~ng 
the~ in the colleges and in the uni~er~"t' r~admg 
I would have been able to ac . I 1es, then 
creditably in reciting by mem~uryamtth myshelfl more 

e w o e Noli 
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Filibuste?~isrno are complicated r eading matters, 
that we should adopt an amendment to the bill 
Perhaps . · ' t h a 1 eqUirement, that there should be at-
hac ed a memor andum as to the t extbooks to 
be taught when certain accepted principles are to 
t~ ~tated, fr om which the teacher s cannot deviate ; 
Cha Dr. J ose Rizal did not attack t he Catholic 

b l~rch but some of its priests · that Dr Jose Rizal 
e 1ev d · ' · 

1. e ll1 things spirit ual not materialistic which 
s good f ' ' 
rialist · . or our youth today because they are mate-
and Ic '. that Dr. Jose Rizal believed in F ilipinism 
teach n~tionalism, and from these principles our 
buste e~ 8 cannot deviate in t eaching the Noli and Fi li-

?"lsrno I a 'th h tanga th · gree WI t e gentleman f rom Ba-
olic ~h at Dr. Jose Rizal never attacked the Cath
ridicui urch, I agree. Rizal simply put into 
and a:t s~me f riars at that time like Fray Damaso 
Catholi ~1 all there is nothing inconsistent with 
h Cisrn in tl t b . . c urch th . la ecause even m the Catholic 

fl'om Wit~~ e are enemies from within and enemies 
attacked ut and those abusive friars whom he 
cause b Were considered enemies from within be
l>l'actici~ abusing the people they ·were not really 

. 0 lic chur~hthe principles and precepts of the Cath
lnay be . · So that Rizal's t eachings and ideals 
teachet·s Inculcated in the minds of our school 
· and h' In a :m c lldren these should be incorporated 
atnendm::randum which I shall propose in an 
~e that · Does not the gentleman am·ee with 
In cert · c~ 

serted am Precepts and principles must be 
study th 

80 th~t those who would · want to properly 
equil>l)edese. t wo works of Rizal should be p' roperly 
Of Wit} · · · 
tn the brill ' 1 

ll1 telhgence such as the intelligence 

1. e. is the miant g~ntleman f r om Batangas who tp 
1\7Ing tact ost brilliant and most patriotic F ilipino 

Se ay ? 
Wh nator LA 
b en it 1· UREL. I shall be glad to consider that 
ut· s pr 

""e at· esented in the form of amendments 
S e not · ' \\7 enat01• L 111 the period of amendments yet . 

tee \\7ou}d IM. By inserting that amendment here 
be~~he1·8 ca st at e certain p1·inciples from which 
lle le\7ed in 

11~ de:viate. For example, t hat Rizal 
11. ~e1· atta 1 d, In Divine Providence · that he th believec c~d the Catholic church, th~t he did 
lie e Sl>h·it 111 materialism but in the virtue of 

\Ted · and als · · bel· 111 F'i}· . . o In nnmateriality ; that he be-
h.. le\7e 1·11 tll>llusm or nationalism· that he did not 
"'lOth ak· ' cis 

1 
er Spa. Ing up arms, f or inst ance, against 

a.1.~ Y it w 111 
at the time when he said that pre

attn s, \\Thetas by ~ducation and not by taking up 
!:!q,l' s agai; tAndres Bonifacio wanted to take up 
e){ Y l'efor~ Spain, that we could obtain neces-

Pect to d 8 because in those t imes we could not 
efeat the all-powerful Spain. Don't you 

believe that that principle should be made known 
to the teachers and that they cannot deviate from 
that principal thought of Dr . Rizal ? I believe 
.really, gentleman from Batangas, that we should 
have that principle inserted in t he requirements 
for the teachings of these two novels, 'that we 
should eliminate from the minds of the Catholic 
church or the Catholics that we a re anti-catholics, 
for example, when we say that Dr. Rizal never 
for a moment att acked the Catholic church itself 
but only some abusive friars as per sonified by 
Fray Damaso in "Noli Me Tangere". Another 
point is the constit utionality. I am concerned and 
interested in the passage of this bill and I would 
like to lmow, no less than the expert on consti
tut ional law, the gentleman from Quezon, when 
he directed the question to the gentleman from 
Batangas, as to whether or not this bill would stand 
the test of constitutionality in the sense that it 
provides penalty in section 5 under subparagraphs 
(a) and (b). 

Senator LAUREL. Precisely one of the reasons 
why we ar e having these hearings is first we want 
to take up, the constitutionality and application of 
the Canon Law and I thought it would be a good 
idea to hear them without expressing any opinion, 
and for tha t r eason, I would like to withhold my 
opinion before the public hearing is held so t hat 
I may know beforehand where I stand and it ~vill 
be less embarr assing to me if I will later on change 
my stand than if I will have to express an opinion. 
now. 

Senator PUYAT. Mr. President, ·will the gentle
man from Batangas yield to some questions?_ 

The PRESIDENT. T!J.e gentleman from Batangas 
may answer if he pleases. 

Senator LAUREL. I am happy to answer the gen
tleman from Manila and Pampanga. 

Senator P UYAT. I would like to ask a few ques
tions to the distinguished gentleman f rom Ba.tan
ga-s for the purpose -of clarifying the intent and the 
purpose of the Bill because I will use the answers 
of the gentleman from Batangas in preparing my 
amendment s to this bill. May I refer to the first 
section? What is the intent of the sponsor of 
the bill, that the reading of the "Noli Me Tangere" 
and "El Filibuster ismo" be compulsor y in all grades 
of the public schools starting with the inte1·mediate, 
high school and the university? 

Senator LAUREL. As it is in all schools, colleges 
and universities, public and private. 

Senator P UYAT. What does "school" mean? 
Senator LAUREL. Well, you start with the high 

school. Presently it is used in the third and fourth 
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year high school. Whether it should be extended 
down to the first year is a matter of implementa
tion and as I stated here the Department of Edu
cation shall take steps to promulgate rules and 
regulations for the implementation of this prac
tice. In other words, if the Secretal'y of Education 
feels that it should start from the second or first 
year it is a matter for deliberation and discussion 
for the purpose of determining in what grade they 

This should be determined by the National Board 
of Education. . h r point 

Senator PUYAT. This brings out a~oth \ phase 
I have in mind that perhaps to cover t a.,.., sho\f 

. t' non of our education because our stabs lCS th ~.-.:~t 

· should be taught more truthfully and effectively. 
If we say schools, colleges and universities, that 
does not mean that the students will take that 
in the evening or in the morning in the first year 
up to the fourth yea1·. It is a matter, I believe, 
of implementation and of making it more flexible 
to enable the school authorities to plan how the 
"Noli Me Tangere" and the "El Filibusterismo" 
are to be read in the schools, colleges and uni
vel·sities. 

Senator PUYAT. In other words, I gathered the 
impression that the distinguished Senator is will
ing to leave this provision undefined preferring 
that it be covered by rules and regulations that 
will be issued by the Secretary of Education. 

Senator LAUREL. Because it will be difficult for 
us, not knowing the operation and the technique, 
to say that they must be taught in the ·first, second, 
third or fourth year. I think it is better to leave 
that provided these books are read in the high 
school not necessarily in all the grades provided 
they are read in the university and college. 

Senator PUYAT. I want to know if it is· the 
intention of the gentleman to start the require
ment as compulsory in the high school or whether 
it. is the intention of the gentleman to include 
all intermediate schools, because depending upon 
the answer of Your Honor, I will prepare two 
~men?me~ts that will cover appropriation so that 
1f this bill becomes a law it will not be a dead 
h;tter l.aw be~ause t~is bill without an appropria
tion ":'11~ be mop.erat.Ive unless we provide an ap
propnabon for Its- Implementation 

Senator LAUREL. Only from the high school. Our 
students in the primary schools now do not know 
even how to read. 

Senator P(JyAT. Is it not better, Your Honor 
to start our young children early so that at ' 
eal"ly ~ge ~hey can drink deep into the inspirati~~ 
of Jose Rizal and not wait until they bec(')me 15 
or 16 years of age? 

' t r e u~u 
that for every 1 000 students that en e d 0ut 

, h' h chool an grade, only about thirty get to 1g s ' ·versitY· 
of the thirty only about three get to t~e unranaere 
So, if you start the r eading of the Nol~ Me 1 you 
and the El Filibusterismo in the high scht

00

1
·n' tne 

tar 1 are losing 970 of those students that 8 't you fee 
primary grades. Now, Your ~onor, do~ segillen; 
that you ate not reaching a very b .g h school· 
by limiting this requirement to the hlg . . w 

Senator LAUREL. No. leading ·u 
Senator PUYAT. But, precisely, I was d the bl 

the point that, perhaps, we can ·amen Jd prepare 
so t~at i_n the intermediate grades we cou 

11 a simplified version of these books. t probll~ 
. Senator LAUREL. Not the reading,, b~ curl·icll :; 
m th·e teaching of civics in a comblU~ a read 1<5 

there might be some form of prepar~~~nal ~o~ed 
but not compelling them to read the 011~ 1· cs cll1 r 
f · c1V pj}ll ' o R1zal, or probably some . books· on. i del . tlle 

from sources taken from R1zal, Mabl~ ' Jl'l fol ·gb 
or a compilation '<>f those to prepare t :e the ~ 9 

eventual reading should they go up 1There iS ted 
school or outside should they leave. 

0
u stfl to 

great deal of truth, I think, in wha! ~ho g~11e1 that about 7Q per cent of the childre that, jfld 
the primary grades drop out. Bey.qnd sol1le ~gtl' 
don't get any more education, and 50r

0
ugh 9

11iclJ 
of an arrangement could be made t~ 

5 
1:>1 w t!'rt' 

ning, technical planning of the authoritle '3·ust 5 .,t91 
'th re ~ev · WI out compelling these people who a p)ew Jll 

i th · · d f suP . 'llg " ng e Primary grades, some Inn °. trt~-1111 oitiJ)~ 
r~a.der could be prepared for thelr o:f 1'~ ]JOI 
~IVIc education, but not to the exten! of tlle 
hem to read the unexpurgated te~ 

0
• . i~ 

Me Tatngere and the El Filibuste1~1Y/I tll1p}C #'1 

Senator PUYAT. I am glad to knoW thepl1l etlt)· 
of your Honor because based on the reeJldftlll' ill' 
b · ' attl '!l" 0' e m a better position to prepare mY }lo'~J c1 c 
Now, gentleman, may I convey the fo cotll P~ 
formation to you so that perhaps we fJ'lle diJJY 
operate in Preparing these amendmentS··)' te: e~ 
~ropriation for t extbooks for compulsO~ tJl9- tiJ 

. Senator LAUREL. But this is compulsory read
mg and the children in the first grade do not yet 
know how to re~d. How can we compel them? 

In our public schools is P65d,OOO. ..A.Il 
0 rJ'O~~ t:. 

has been used up except P75.72 todaY·. beJfl~o~, 
appropriation is being presented and 18 e9-t· c,O·A 
~uced ~o P500,000 for the next fiscal.;it tll:fld1V' 
lf the Intention of the sponsor is to )1 sec 
pulsory reading of these books to tne 
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level, then the estimate of the Department of Public 
Education is that about 36 000 copies would be 
requ· d w ' Ire · ould the sponsor of the bill prefer 
~hat an authority to appropriate be incorporated 
In this bill, or an amendment to the effect that an 
app~·opriation to cover the printing of the books 

C
be Incorporated in the budget to be presented to 

ongress ? 

Sentor LAUREL. Either way but personally I 
Would l'l ' 
a 

1 te the bill amended containing the actual 
PProp ·· t· . Ila 1011 for the printing of the unexpurgated 

copies of th 
iu th ese two books for distribution even 
Ch . e amount of P50,000. I would appeal to our 

au·man of tl C . . in th t . 1e ommittee on Fmance to help us 
a du·ection. 

'[]- Senator PUYAT. Thank you ver'' much, Your J.'-Onor. ,J 

Senator p !s guish d RIMICIA: . Mr. President, the distin-
ator ~ g.entieman from N egros Occidental, Sen
hili. ocsm, will consume a turn in favor of the 

OcTc~de PRESIDENT. The gentleman from Negros 1 ental is recognized. 

'Bl DISCURSO DEL SEN. LOCSIN A FA.V0R 

del Se~e~ .. LocsiN. Senor Presidente, Caballeros 
folllbra: 0 

• El camino de la libertad no esta al
angostur~s de rosa.s. Tiene sus hondonadas, sus 
es sielllp. ' sus Zigzag·s, sus trechos bloqueados, 
bios d' 1 e ascendente sin termino porque los pue-
S lgnos ' . 

e requ· son eternos peregrmos del progreso. 
t·e Ieren val · · , co1·1·erl or sereno y determmacwn para 
dades In?· Los que precian la vida y sus comodi-
d~ buen ~ob~ue un ideal de libertad, de j usticia, 
hlenest Ierno Y los fueros del progreso y del 
t·ed ar social entor • se ponen al margen de la senda 

L a. 
hi os el·ro 
b oquearon :es Y a?usos del imperialismo espafiol 
lo en un bse carnmo manteniendo a nuestro pue

~co11611lico 0 scurantismo cultural, politico, social y 
01'111ian · No se dieron cuenta de que no todos 

llos en la n h d . d abrio oc. e e nuestros abuelos. R1zal 
e que fili e.se carnmo. Consciente, sin embargo, 

(}tle l'eco:t· . Pinos de todas las generaciones tienen 
Seg· lerlo y · · · · tn Un juic· VIva· todas sus dificultades, deJo, 
e·0 l'al y e~o. d.e D. Jaime C. De Veyra, un legado 
Jellllllo Plrltual: "la ensefianza de su vida, su 
i1 °ta.8 de sus escritos: el Noli Me Tangere, las 
q, ~len cia. l M 0''~'Ua, El Filibusterismo, S obre lt.t in
It ~08, Lac~ los tilipinos, Filipinas dentro de cien 

1Za} 1~eva Ortog-r·afia etc. Ahi, ahf, esta ,, , 
Const 

't:ll ante :r •t· d f " ~t· ~ PUeb} e~1 1endo la esencia e su e. 
andes 0 • especialmente la juventud, perderia 

0P0liunidades para amasar valores de es-

tilizada espiritualidad, de conducta ciudadana ejem
plar, d~ nacionalismo afirmatiYo con el desuso de 
ese valioso legado. 

Los males de toda laya que Rizal combatio y 
con mano maestra describio en sus escritos a' fin 
de exponerlos "en las gradas del templo para que 
cada persona que viniese de invoca1· a ·la Divinidad 
les propusiese un remedio", no han desaparecido 
del todo. Nuestros t iempos los han heredado si 
bien con otros nombres, con manifestaciones mas 
encubier tas, tanto mas peijgrosas cuanto mas su
tiles, a modo de la serpiente que se desliza bajo 
tupida maleza lista siempre a causar su v:ictim.a a 
la primera ocasion. 

Hoy dia, esos males se manifiestan en el abuso 
del poder que frustra la voluntad popular expresada 
en los comicios, que causa actos de terrorismo 
criminal. La influencia monacal de entonces esta 
suplantada hoy por Ia influencia de los intereses 
creados. Los latifundios de las corporaciones re
ligiosas de antes se conocen hoy por los latifundios 
fami liares. Las fortunas improvisadas o mal ad
quiridas de antes, hoy se adquieren por medio de 
grandes concesiones, de prestamos fabu losos, por 
compras de efectos del gobierno a precios previa
mente convenidos, o negociando en dolares. Aun 
tenemos la escandalosa preponderancia de las ga
lleras. La explotacion de los servicios de Basilio 
y Crispin la sufren hoy miles de menores de edad 
que trabajan en campos y talleres. No tienen 

tdesperdicio en estos nuestros tiempos estas palabras 
de Elias: "A lin oimos que se saquean pueblos; aun 
se ataja en los caminos; los robos continuan y 
no se averiguan los autores; el crimen existe y 
vaga libre el verdadero criminal" . . . Las consi
deraciones expuestas por Isagani a Fr. Fernandez 
sobre Ia falta de competencia del escultor para 
producir nada mas que una caricatura de Ia masa, 
mas que a la calidad de la misma pueden referirse 
al enorme porcentaje de estudiantes que fracasan 
en los examenes que las distintas juntas examina
dOl·as del Gobierno celebran pe1·i6dicamente. Las 
costosas celebraciones de la fiesta anual del pueblo 
"de San Diego se proyectan en las fastuosas cele
braciones de las fiest!is patronales o civicas de 
nuestros municipios y barrios. La opulencia de 
las fiestas sociales de Capitan Tiago encuentran 
acabada proyecci6n en los aristocraticos saraos de 
nuestros Clubs sociales de hoy dia. 

Rizal crey6 que la responsabilidad de toda labor 
manumisora de la patria y de Ja sociedad tiene 
que encomendarse a la juventud. Aun de estu
diante del Ateneo de Manila, en su oda premiada, 
ya llam6 a I~ juventud filipina "bella espe1·anza 
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Ibarra un J. oven refiexivo como enamor ado era de la patria". En el Noli Me Tange're creo la 
figura central de Crisostomo Ibarra, rep9sitorio 
de todos los atributos· de mas valor que debe reunir 
un joven filipino en dotes intelectuales, en virtudes 
ciudadanas, en educaeion y responsabilidad familiar. 
Ibarra era para Rizal el joven ideal Ilamado a 
ser boton de muestra de nuestra juventud. Fue 
enviado por su padre a otros pafses para "aprender 
la ciencia de la vida", para ser un dfa util a la 
patria. Ibarra, antes de partir, se despidi6 de su 
primer maestro, un viejo sacerdote que le regalo 
estas significativas palabras de despedida; "No ol
vides que si el sabeF- es patrimonio de la humanidad, 
solo lo heredan los· que tienen corazon". 

' . de sus 
romantico, un consagrado a la memoria dora 
padres, un convencido de la labor ennoble~:.azon 
de la escuelas, un creyente de que en todo ct' ien· 
humano hay un rico deposito de nobles sen un ilU· 
tos. Rizal lleno al j oven Ibarra de ros~~a;, con 
siones para herirle en "su fibra mas senslb e 
el pufial de las injusticias de su tiempo. ..anza 

Animoso quiso Ibarra mejorar la en:e~ un!l 
ofreciendo el dinero necesario para levan a:on de 
escuela; pero en la solemnidad de la colo:~cl a no 

. la primera piedra por poco pierde la Vl at Jl]l 
' 'den e. haberle advertido Elias del planeado a.cci pol' el 

Ibarra vivio en el extranj ero una rigida dis
ciplina para conseguir la mas completa preparacion 
espiritual y cultural. Y volvio al pais mucho mas 
rico en conocimientos, intolerante con las injus
ticias, defensor y protector de los debiles, filan
tropo para la causa de las escuelas, resuelto a 
conservar la fe de sus padres, amar a la "patria, 
porque es deber de to·do hombre amar al pais a 
quien debe el ser, a quien debe y debera su f elici
dad". . . Pero al llegar, su gran corazon fue sa
cudido por dos violentos y contradictorios senti
mientos, ,de dolor intenso el uno, desgarrador por 
la muerte de su padre en la carcel, de como fue 
perseguido "en el mismo reposo de la muerte", 
hollando su tumba para ser tirados en el lago Jos . 
restos exhumados; y otro, un extasis de felicidad 
al encontrar a su Maria Clara, la novia dulcemente 
afiorada durante los afios de ausencia, tan hermosa ... 
"como un ensuefio, pura, llena de fe y de inocencia, 
mecida entre am ores y sonrisas", tan enamor ada 
para ponerle en olvido como le manda su confesor, 
su Maria Clara, que es 

'lfantasma azul del alma 
que sonara Rizal, 
p1·olongaci6n del beso 
de su obsesi6n divina, 
vibrante :poesia ' 
que el poeta caniara, 
eres, clara Maria, 
nuestra Maria Clara" 

filipina 

Asi lo canto una poetisa. iCon que acierto se ex
preso el Capitan General a Capitan Tiago: "La 
mas virtuosa de las hijas es digna seguramente 
del mejor ciudadano de Filipinas." Reexpresare
mos el pensamiento del Capitan General dicien'do 
que Maria Clara e Ibarra representaban una sim
biosis de amor entre la patria y la j uventud ! 

Como medico Rizal era un psicologo. Sabia 
que la juventud tenia necesariamente que ser "inex
perta y sofiadora", algo idealista. Asi, con\ ser 

pobre maestro de escuela salio hum11lado prendas 
cur a con estas palabras : "No me us~s " no 

· d oJil::L J 
pres tad as ; con ten tate con hablar tu 1 1 ·a voso· 
me eches a perder el espafiol Q,Ue no ~~ palractic!lr 
tros". Otra vez en Ia escuela se volv10 a P 

tra · aquello de que la letra con sangre en · -r~cte1 

· su ca. 11e Llama do a respetar al sacerdote pol . · 6n q 
1 Rellg1 ·e· Y porque "queria que se respete a y e»-tl 

educo a la sociedad", una alusion abi~rta adre qlle 
madamente injusta a la memoria de _su ~ano, qlle 
fue "un hombre hom·ado, un buen c1uda . cristiall~ 

h 'fi ·, buen ·a' o se a sacn cado por el pais, . un , prirJ'll , ll 
que siempre ha hecho el bien y jamas 0 obHS'0 

0 
d I. l . . bl " le tlJ1 esva 1c o, m acongoj6 al m1sera e ' 

11 
con 0 

derribar al P. Datnaso suj etandole el cue .~10 est11v,, 
de los pies Y "blandiendo un afilado cuchl .,.,pll1·a· 9 gre ll» flo 
a punto de manchar su mano con san " trle.!.rt' 

I Cl::tl''""' .lY Amando con noble amor a Mana · . ·eroll 11!1 
. . d J hiCl )!l i!> 
1m~1a osas y conciencias negras e l::t d~ er 
postble la realizacion de ese amor, Y 

50 
pl'1J1leJl 

de sus suefios que solo ·sabia en tregarse a vil'S'en. 111 
amor, derramo todas sus fragancias dede aJJl0~ 
el . convento de Santa Clara en preces 0o~· 
Dios del Amor! po:riZ~ ~olO 

C . nteJl'l tJe" on ser hberal, Ibarra era un co al P aflto 
que rehuia las violencias. Refiriendose 

0 
Ie" ·6Jl' 

S , " or es eel ,, e e~preso: yo quiero su bien, P . 5trll . o · 
. d I a 111 _ rlllfl una escuela; lo busco por med10 e c~--: Jle9· 

pot el progresivo adelanto ; sin lur no h~Ytel1c10. Jl~: 
IPero vio frustradas sus mas sinceras ::s Ie tli~ ~I 
y se transform6; mas bien los 'deseng::ttl ,1

8
} plil poC0 

formaron. Replicandole Elias de que e ull ,.oJl' 
b. , qll 1 v ., 

ten sufre, aun espera y no pide mas . ·a e _fll 
d l'b "" · " Ib::t11 .'a tyo' e I etLad, de justicia y de amor ; 5etl c, 
testa: "no vengarme, seria un crimen, fueftl }'!9~ 
marlos a nuevas injusticias· .. · No, 0al1cl0 v~ 
bardfa, pusilanimidad, gemir Y lloral' ~etO S~Sefl~ 
sangre Y vida, cuando al insulto Y al

1
1 

5
u rtll t9' 

el escarnio! . . . Hare ver a ese pueb 0 ]ev-a1l 
Y 1 d . , . , se 

e 1re que contra esta opresi011 
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Protesta el eterno derecho del hombre para con
quistar su libertad !" 

En la banca de Elias naci6 Simo(m! . . . Aleluya! 
de~~ El Fi~ibuste?'ismo Rizal cre6 otros modelos 
I Jov~nes d1gnos de ser emulados por la juventud. 
sagan1, el ·ateneista brillante de una fuerza argu
~entativa colosal, sin signos de inf erioridad cuando 
Iscute cara a cara con Fr. Fernandez el profesor 

que se vi . · ' . las 0 so1 prend1do, a veces confund1do por 
" contestaciones y la dialectica del estudiante: 

som~~te ustedes cumplan con su deber . . . Lo que 
se t· .' ~steeles lo han hecho . . . Al pueblo que 

liamza se 1 bl' h ' , . a qu· ' e o 1ga a ser 1pocnta; a aquel 
Ien se 1 · el q e mega la verdad se le da mentira · 

ue se ha t · ' ' les obi' ce 1rano, engendra esclavos . . . Algo 
uno. d Iga a estudiar. Aparte del deber de cada 
en el ~ buscar su perfecci6n, hay el deseo innato 
lll.lig P ~mbre de cultivar su inteligencia, deseo aqui 
su 

01
• 

0 eroso cuanto mas re.primido · y el que da 
0 y su 'd ' que le d , VI a al Estado, tiene derecho a exigirle 

servar r::_ ~a luz para ganar mejor su· oro y con
Pendenc· e~or su vida" . . . Este tono de inde
di&nida~a mtelect~al, de apasionada defensa de la 
convicci, Y capac1dad de los j6venes filipinos, de 
lectiva ~n arraigada sobre la responsabilidad co
Pati·ioti e los estudiantes de amor al estudio de smo d. , , ' , 
claracion ~namico campean en los actos y de-
lectica d:s I de la_ juven~ud de ento~1ces . La dia
~ado Pasta sagam es t aJante. Rephcando al abo
esas, sen . se expres6: "Cuando tenga canas como 
~ea que s~;· Y vuelva la vista hacia mi pasado y 
0 que buo 0 he trabajado para mi, sin haber hecho ie ha da~narnente podia y debia por el pais que 
an a Viv·0• todo, por los ciudadanos que me ayu

~na espin~1 ' ento:Q.ces, senor, cada cana me sera 
lll.~ de ave.' Y en vez de gloriarme de elias, me 

1nada 1 
1 gonzar". El senor Pasta dio por t er-

su a entr · t c· . cabeza ev1s a pensando en . las espinas de 
Ion d ·cana desp e. d . t e t e res .. u s e on· an condensada lee-
s Udiant Ponsab1hdad social improvisada por un 

l'\ e. 
.oasu· 

g"e • 10• el h" . lo nc1a en 
1 

IJo de S1sa, es un ejemplo de dili-
t 8 secl'eto e estudio de la Medicina poseedor de 
enia s de S. , ' 1\1: una ed 'fi Imoun porque sabia guardarlos, 

lll. ~catai 1 cante r esignaci6n a la pobreza. 
de~dios co~' el de .mas pasta, hacia uso de sus 
sie cal.'acter espl~nd1dez. Porque tenia conciencia 

(l>re g soc1al de la propiedad se mostraba 
Cio a juve:~:roso. en sus aportaciones materiales. 
~l llal.isrn0 e d b en: ~ucho que aprender de na
llel· li'tlib-uste~· las pagmas del Noli 1ne Twngm~e y 
q 

1 
seguid "l.Smo. Elias, brazo prot ector de los 

e l>Ueblos, coraginoso hasta la temeridad, la voz 
0 de los opr imidos, fue un Bautista en 

el desierto de nuestros anhelos libertarios. Suenan 
como un conjuro estas sus palabras dichas antes 
de morir: 

"Muero sin ver la aurora brillar sobre mi patria ... ! 
vosotros, que la habeis de ver, saludadla ... no os 
olvideis de los que han caido durante la noche!" 

Lo diamantino que es su patriotismo, su total 
cansagraci6n al ideal, su coraje inspiraron estos 
versos del lirico Guerrero loando nuestra bandera. 

"Fija en la brecha esta, ese es su puesto ;. 
alli la ·encontraran otras edades; 
alii iran a besar su hie1To enhiesto 
rayos de gloria o fieras t empest ades. 
Alii la mirare siempre clavada 
flameando al sol las esperanzas mias ; 
vieja quizas·, pero jamas, hollada, 
jamas ve~dida por el bravo ' Elias." 

Y nuestros capullos de mujer, si quieren tener 
mas de Ma1:ia que de Eva, encontraran en Maria 
Clara un espejo donde mirarse. Humildad en la 
belleza, en el rango social y en la fortuna. Sin 
pastas y colorines que empanen el color rosa de 
las mejillas y el carmin de -los labios. Pensa
mientos de recato que fiorecen en la tersa f rente. 
Pureza de alma que limpidos ojos dejan asomar. 
Refinamiento en las formas.' Sobre todo un noble 
coraz6n que es nidal de generosos sentimientos que 
dieron fuego a su unico amor, el impulso necesario 
a la mano que r egala un valioso l'elicario a un 
lazarino y trinos de ruisenor a la voz que canta : 

Dulces las horas en la propia patria, 
Donde es amigo cuanto alumbra el sol ; 
Vida es la brisa que en sus campos vuela, 
Grata la muer te y mas tierno el amor! 

* * * * * * 
Dulce es la muerte por la propia patr ia, 
Donde es amigo cuanto alumbra el sol ; 
Muerte es la br isa para quien no tiene 
una patria, una madre y un amor !" 

* 

Sinceramente cat61ica, en la hora nona de su 
vida de enamorada, de desesperaci6n abrasada, 
rendida por el dolor no acude a la botella de lisol 
como remedio de todos sus padecimientos, no . . . 
Corre a su cuarto escapandose del bullicio de una 
fiesta social en su propia casa y completamente 
exhausta, sin fuerzas, se deja caer en el suelo al 
pie de una imagen, sollozando : 

Madre, madre, i madre mfa ! . . . Y pasaron las 
horas· . . . se consumi6 la bujia y se apag6, pero 
la joven continuaba inm6vil en el suelo, iluminada 
por los rayos de la luna, al pie de Ja imagen de 
la Madre de J esus. 

i Que consolador a escena ! . . . Maria Clara que, 
como mujer enamorada, se declara vencida po1· e1 
dolor . . . y Maria Clara, la heroica creyente que 
se entrega confiada al amparo de Ia Madre de Dios! 
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No perdamos mas tiempo para romper el frasco 
de alabastro a fin de que el perfume de las en
sefianzas de Rizal se derrame e impregne todas 
las celulas de nuesb:a vida! . . . Estamos ab·a
vesando un trecho del camino de la libertad en 
zigzag y con un mal tiempo . . . Creedme, nos 
valdran muy poco los dolares prestados sin el sen
sible nacionalismo enriquecido con dadivas de sa
crificio que nos predico Rizal Cabesang Tales 
nos saldra mas valioso que Capitan Tiago en la 
hora actual. 

Rizal sabia lo que le esperaba con sus obras. 
Rechazo la oferta de una evasion cuando estaba 
desterrado en Dapitan. Sabiendo que el ambiente 
de Manila le era muy hostil, ya en Hong Kong, 
fuera por tanto de la juTisdiccion del gobierno es
pafiol, volvi6 aun a Manila porque no queria que 
otros padeciesen por su culpa. Siempre fue irre
prochable como hombre y como ciu,dadano. Previ6 
su papel historico y se prepar6 con fruicion de 
predestinado . . . Ya lo dijo: "Pura y sin mancha 
ha de ser la victima para que el holocausto sea 
aceptable". 

Repasemos el Capitulo VIII del Noli me Tangere. 
Ibarra recorrio en cache Manila para evocar re
cuerdos; pero sus pensamientos se cortaron "a la 
vista de la pequeiia colina en el campo de Bagum
bayan. El montecillo, aislado, al lado del paseo 
de la Luneta, llamaba ahora su atencion y le ponia 
meditabundo" . . . Preguntamos, y l. por que? . . . 
l. Seria la vision de otro calvario con la victima 
propiciatoria de nuestras libertades patrias clavada , 
muerta en la cruz del supremo y manumisor sa-
crificio? . . . E l 30 de diciembre de 1896, tal pre
sentimiento se convirti6 en una realidad apoteosica ! 

Rizal, en aquel~~ fria inafiana decembrina, cay6 
en Bagumbayan bfiendo con su sangre la verde 
alf~mbra del .l?gar. Su muerte forz6 el nuevo dia. 
Apostol refieJO el efecto del luctuoso sucedido en 
dos versos lapidarios, 

"Si una bala destroz6 tu cr{meo, 
tambil~n tu idea destroz6 un imperio!" 

Rizal era profetico. Cuando al toque del Ang 1 
el P. Salvi, con sombrero, atraviesa la calle e ~s 
prisa para dirigirse a la casa del alfe'r·ez s , e . , er1a 
por ut;t a.sunto d_e. suma I~P?liancia. Era para 
comumcar al alferez una mdiSCl'eci6n confe · 1 
d 't t 1 . . SIOna e una pem en e : a mmmencia de una conspiraci6 
Este pasaje en el Noli me Tangere pasa hoy ~
h~cho_ hist6rico. Preguntamos si la confesion ~ e 
S1moun preanunci6 la confesi6n de Rizal en e 
celda del Fuerte Santiago. Me inclino a cree~~ 
asi. 

. 1 patria. Llamado a dedicar toda su v1da a a do 
antes de morir epilogo esa total entrega vol:n 

50 
en hermosos versos alej andrino~ el ~~c~ar 

5 
e sa· 

incomparable amor a su adorada F1h~~na ·atri6-
boread conmigo fragmentos de la floracion P 
tica de Rizal. 

"Y 1 . l se colora. o muero cuando veo que e cte o . 
Y al fin anuncia el dia, tras lobrego capuz, 
Si grana necesitas, para tefiir tu aurora, 

]101'111 
Vie1'te Ia sangre mia, derramala en buen 
Y d6rela un r eflejo de su naciente 1~~· • 
* * * ~· ,, '•' 

. . a~~~ ~ 
Ensuefio de mi vida mi ardiente vtvo . a pnrt1 

i Salud! te .,.,.ita el 'alma que pronto va.te •• neJo, 
e.• dar v~ 

I Salud! oh que es hermosa caer por . 10 
M . b . tu cte , . ,, 

orn p.or darte vida, morir aJO . d dorifll~'· 
Y en tu encantada tierra la eterntda • 
* * * * * '-' dOS tre to 

Creyente en la comunion espirit ual en dos uPil 

los fieles de la grey Rizal impetra de torsos: 
. d , , . os ve 

Pia osa oraci6n en estos inspiradiSI111 
pore 

"Deja que el sol ardiendo las lluviaS eva posi 
Y l . , . 1 101' en . a c1elo tor nen pu1·as con m1 c an Jlo1'8 • ,.c, 
D . , t. prano . ll o 

eJa que un ser amigo mi fin elll , Jgllle . .'' y . nH a -n1oS en las serenas tardes cuando poi a v i 
Ora tambien, ,oh Pah-ia, por mi descanso dO: fo. ~0 

Senor Presidente y caballeros del senda I egreg~~~ 
h '1 . e p!V um1 de manera de honrar la memorHL br.as el 
patriota cada diciembre leo y releo sus 0

; que de 
. • ' • J1l.l dOll mi prop1a delectaci6n. Tengo pal a. ·11a J:1 

fi}' · JSCl Jl Ipmo no podra encontrar mejor P Jl10 e de 
r~fr~scar su espiritu de. ciudad~no :~ Jle1195 !Jiis 
Piscma de las obras de Rizal s1emP s 9g eJl' 
1 ' "anza ' P 
~S aguas vigorizantes de SUS efllS~n de giJS 0el1' 

Slen:pre frescas por la eterna lozanJa vfJS~ ~ 5e 
sa~nentos lapidarios. A medida que uno l10vell;l5'.!ll1' 

trando~e en las paginas de sus dos de 1~ gJ. ell 

prepara gradualmente para el imP~~to te1·iS'1~~1Jfl~ 
deza del ultimo capitulo de El F~Z~b~lfi saP1 co'11 

que el P. F lorentino, con la hurnild~d 1{ttica 
del verdaclero sacerdote oye con 51Jl'lP o'l pr . , , fo • 

ensiOn la confesion de Simoun. . ovlli • · ,, 
"D. SJfll :frido J•'t 

Ios le perdonara a usted, senor · · · bB- sll ·d!ld Jl~~ 
~ue somas falibles, ha visto lo que ust ed il'ljqtlld !!o tl 

sted ha creido que lo que el crimen y ]~ . quid!! ....,69 ~ 
manchad d f tra Jlll l"' I'P . 

. 0 Y e o1·mado, otro crimen Y o crell . 11e • ·, 
punficar Y redimir. Error l El odio no 1 ~:~l1loJ 11lt! • 5 

m~nstruos; el crimen, crimina]es; solo e de stll jde~;~·"' 
cLa o obras maravillosas Solo la virtud pue e slls ~~ 

os justos 1 · · . ·a qu J'le 14 ' Y os d1gnos deben sufnr pal 5uP0 V'' 
c~~ozcan Y se extiendan . . . Redenci6n .-11) ~I 
:vntud sac1·1·fi · ,, P 1 

' c1o, Y sacrificio, am or. . ' el . l' 
Asi h bl , · otitl . 1 ,P • a o el P. F lorentino a Sun vo'P §.~ 4"' 
much~ ternura y concentraci6n en 1~ y 1Jl t£1-
conseJo. Gradualmente se hacia J11~·s .va~ 
perceptible la respiracion de Sii1loun, 




