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WEDNESDAY, MAY 29. 2002

■RESUMPTION 0Fr THE SESSION

/■Tt 4:03' p. m. , the session was resumed 
i\iith the Senate PreSfident;, . Hon. Franklin N. 
Dri Ian, presiding. • ..

The President. The seBsion is reBumed.

Sentor Leviste. Mr. President,

The Presiden t-

recognized.

Senator Leviste. 
to the Fourth

Business.

The Majority Leader

I move that we proceed 
Additional Reference of

The President. Is there any objection? 
kSilenceJ There being none, the motion is 
aipproved . '

The Secretary will read 
Additional Reference of EHusiness,

the Fourth

FOURTH ADDITIONAL REFERENCE OF BUSINESS

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES

The Secretary

May 200?

The Honorab 1 e 
FRANKLIN M. DRI LON 
President of the Senate 
GSIS Bldg., Financia^l Center 
F::‘asay City 13OS 
Metropo1itan Manila

Mr. President:

the

have been directed 
Senate that the

to inform 
House of

■/1GG1



Representatives on May 21 , 2002

elected Representatives Prospero A.

Pichay 
Rodolfo 
Ro 1 e>:

Jr

B,

T.

Rolando G. Andaya Jr.,' 
Alba.no, Cel so L. Lobrega t,
Suplico,

G u n i g u n d o I, A tn a d o
F’ 1 a r i de 1 M . A bay a
Jimene, Juan Miguel

G. Solis, Eduardo K.

E. Real Jr., Teodoro L..

Aleta C. Suarec, Carlos 
Edg ar M. Cha t to an d J . R .

Acosta as conferees ' should
ask for a conference upon 
its counterpart version of 
Mo. 4579, en ti11ed:

Magtanggol T. 
T. Espino Jr.,

Mark " MJ "
F. Zubiri, Jose

Veloso, Isidore

Locsin Jr., 
M. F:'adilla, 

Mereus 0. 
the Sen Cite
approval of 
House E-till

'AN ACT INCREASING THE RATE

BASE PAY OF OFFICERS

ENLISTED PERSONNEL OF 
ARMED FORCES OF

PHILIPPINES"

OF

AND

THE

THE

which was earlier approved on May 14,

200:

Very truly yours.

(Sgd.) ROBERTO P. NAZARENO 
Secretary General

The President, 
on Rules

F<ef erred to the Committee

The Secretary

May 23 2002

The Honorable 
FRANKLIN M. DRI LON 
President of the Senate 
GSIS Bldg., Financial Center 
Pasay City 130S 
Metropo1itan Mani1a

Mr. President:

Li y y 1



I have been directed to inform 
the Senate that on even date the 
House of Representatives passed House 
Bill No. 254, entitled:

'AN ACT PROVIDING FOR A SYSTEM

□F DISPOSITION OF

SEIZED/CONFISCATED ILLEGALLY

CUT;, GATHERED ? REMOVED,, AND 
POSSESSED LOGS, LUMBER,

FLITCHES AND OTHER FOREST 
PRODUCTS, AND FOR OTHER

PURPOSES"

to which it requests the concurrence 
of the Sc:?nate.

Very truly yours,

(Sqd.) ROBERTO P. NAZARENO 
Secretary General

The President. Referred to the

on Environment and Natural Resources
Committee

The Secretary

May 23, 2002

The Honorable 
FRANKLIN M, DRI LON 
President of the Senate 
GSIS Bldg., Financial Center 
Pasay City 1303 
Metropolitan Manila

Mr. President:

I have been directed . to inform 
the Senate that on even date the 
House of Representatives passed House 
Bill No. 597, entitled:

"AN ACT PROVIDING FOR A FAIR AND 
EQUITABLE TERMS . FOR THE

0 H 3 3



OFf:?ee:lease 
PRACTITIONERS 
FEE WITHHELD BY 
MEDICAL CLINICS

MEDICAL 
PROFESSIONAL 

HOSPITALS OR 
FOR FAILURE

OF THE 
HOSPITAL 
PENALIZING 
THEREOF' '

PATIENT

BILL

TO PAY 
AMD

VIOLATIONS

to which it requests 
of the Senate.

the concurrence

Vesry truly yours.

(Sgd.) ROBERTO P, NAZARENO 
Secretary General

The President. , Referred to the Committees 
on Health and Demography; and Ways and Means

The Secretary

May 23, 2002

The Honorab1e 
FrRANKL I N M. DR I LON 
President of the Senate 
GSIS I31dg., Finaincial Center 
r^'asay City 1308 
Metropolitan Manila

Mr. President:

I ha^ve been directed to inform 
the Senate tha^t on even daite the 
F-louse of Represen tatives paissed F-iouse 
Bill No. 779, entitled;

AN ACT

PRIVILEGES 
PERSONS 
AMENDING

GRANTING OTHER

AND

WITH

FOR

THE 'MAGNA

DISABLED PERSONS'

INCENTIVES TO 
DISABILITY, 

THE PURPOSES 
CARTA FOR

4
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to which it requests the concurrence 
of the Senate.

Very truly yours,

(Sgd.) ROBERTO P. NAZAREMO 
Secretary General

The President. F:\ef erred to the Committees 
on Social Justice, Welfare and Rural 
Development; Constitutional Amendments, 
Revision of Codes and Laws; and Ways and 
Means

The Sec re tax ry

M; 2002

The Honorab1e 
FRANKLIN M. DRI LON 
President of the Senate 
GSIS EHdg., Financial Center 
Pas ay City .1.308 
Metropolitan Manila

Mr. President:

I have been directed to inform 
the Senate that on ' even date the 
House of Representatives passed House 
Bill No. 799, entitled: •

AN ACT PROHIBI 
THE WORDS

'CHRISTIAN' 
WORD THAT

RELieiOUS, 
REGIONAL 
AFFILIATION, 
BROADCAST ME; 
ANY PERSON , 
CONVICTED 
COMMITTED 
UNLAWFUL AC' 
PENALTIES 
THEREOF''

TING THE USE OF 
'MUSLIM' AND

OR ANY OTHER

WOULD DENOTE

RACIAL, CULTURAL, 
OR ETHNIC

IN PRINT AMD

:DIA to DESCRIBE 
SUSPECTED OF OR 

FOR HAVING

CRIMINAL OR

r AND PROVIDING 
FOR VIOLATIONS

/I409-;5



to which it requests the concurrence 
of the Senate.

Very truly yours.

(Sgd.) ROBERTO P. NAZARENO 
Secretary General

The President. Referred to the

on Public Information and Mass Media.
Committee

The Sec reta ry.

May 2.3, 2002

The Honora^ble 
FRANKLIN M. DRI LON 
President of the Senate 
GjSIS E-i 1 dg . , Financi<a 1 Center 
Pas ay City 1-308 
Metropolitan Mani. 1 a

Mr. President;

have
the Senate

been
that

directed 
on even

to inform 
date the

House of Representatives ' paissed House 
Bill No. 1459, entitled:

AN ACT PROHIBITING CERTAIN 
LOCAL OFFICIALS TO FILL THE 
VACANCY ■ IN THE OFFICES OF 
THE GOVERNOR OR MAYOR AND 
VICE GOVERNOR OR VICE MAYOR, 
AMENDING FOR THE PURPOSE 
SECTIONS 44 AND 46 OF 
REPUBLIC ACT NO. 7160, 
OTHERWISE . KNOWN AS THE LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT CODE OF 1991''

to which it requests the concurrence 
of the Senate.

iL n!- ■;



Very truly yours,

(Sgd . ) ROBERTO P. IMAZARENO ;

Secretary Seneral

The President. Referred to the Committees 
on Local Government; and Constitutional

Amendments, Revision of Codes amd Laiws

The Secretary.

May 23, 2002

The Honoraible 
FRANKLIN M. DRiLON 
President of the Senate 
GSIS Bldg,, Finamciail Center 
pasay City 1303 
Metropolitan Manila

Mr. President:

I hawe been directed to inform 
the Senate that on even date the 
House of Representatives paissed House 
Bill No. 2480, entitled:

"AN . ACT CLARIFYING THE COVERAGE

OF REPUBLIC ACT NO. 7837, 
OTHERWISE KNOWN AS 'AN ACT

GRANTING PERMANENT RESIDENT

STATUS, OTHER RIGHTS, AND 
PRIVILEGES TO FILIPINO

VETERANS OF WORLD WAR 11 WHO 
ACQUIRED AMERICAN

CITIZENSHIP UNDER THE UNITED 
STATES IMMIGRATION ■ ACT OF 
1990 AND ANY OTHER PRIOR 
ACTS FOR THESE PURPOSES'"

to which it requests the concurrence 
of the? Senate.

/} \;



Very truly yours,

(Sgd.) ROBERTO P. NAZARENO 
£) e c r e t a r y G e n e r a 1

Referred to the Committees 
Human Riqhts; and National

The President, 
on Justice; and 
Defense and Security

The Sec reta ry.

May 23, 2002

The Honorable 
FRANKLIN M. DRI LON 
President of the Senate 
GSIS Bldg., Financial Center 
P a s ai y C i t y 13 0 8 
Metropo1itan Manila

Mr. President:

I have been directed to inform

the Senate that on even daite the 
House of Represen taitives passed House 
Bill No. 2722, entitled:

"AN ACT AMENDING REPUBLIC ACT- 
NO. 9045 WHICH CREATES THE

STATE UNIVERSITY

EXCLUDING FROM ITS

■ THE POLYTECHNIC

OF THE

(PUP) CAMPUS IN

BATANGAS 
(BSC) BY 
COVERAGE 
UNIVERSITY 
PHILIPPINES

STO. TOMAS, BATANGAS"

to which it requests the concurrence 
of the Senate.

Very truly yours,

(Sgd.) ROBERTO P. NAZARENO 
Secretary General

The President. Referred

on Education, Arts and Culture

S

to the Committee

4409



The Secretary.

May.23, 2002

The Honorable 
FRANKLIN M. DRILON'
President of the Senate
GSIS Bldg., F7inancial Center - ,
Paxsay City 1308 
Metropolitan Mamila

Mr. President:

I have been directed to inform 
the Senate that on even date the 
House of Representatives passed House 
EH. 11 No. 4066 j entitled:

"AN ACT GRANTING 
CROSSINGS, INC. 
TO CONSTRUCT,

THE DIGITEL 
A FRANCHISE 

INSTALL,

ESTABLISH, 
MAINTAIN 
SYSTEMS 
PHILIPPINES''

OPERATE AND

TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
THROUGHOUT THE

to which it requests the concurrence 
of the Senate.,

Very truly yours,

(Sqd.) ROBERTO P. NAZARENO 
Secretary General

The President, 
on Public Services

The Sec re tat r y .

Referred to the Committee

May 23 ,* 2002

The Honorable 
FRANKLIN M. DRILON 
President of the Senate 
GSIS Bldg., Financial Center

o



Pa Bay City. 1308 
Metropolitan Manila

Mr. President:

I have been directed to inform 
the Senate that on even date the 
House of Representatives passed House 
E-iill’No. 4467, entitled: •

"AN ACT RENAMING THE DEPARTMENT

□F AGRICULTURE

DEPARTMENT OF

AND FISHERIES'1'

A£ THE

AGRICULTURE

to which it requests the concurrence 
of the Senate.

Very truly yours,

(Sgd . ) ROBERTO P. NAZARENO •, 
Secretary General

The President. Referred to the Committee

on Agriculture and F:ood

The Sec re ta ry,

May 23, 2002

The Honorab1e 
FRANKLIN M. DRI LON 
President of the Senate 
GSIS Bldg., Financial Center 
Pas ay City' 1308 
Metropolitan Manila

Mr. President:

I have been directed to inform 
the Senate that on even date the 
House of Representatives passed House 
Bill No. 4463, entitled:

10
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"AN ACT PROVIDING FOR THE

PROMOTION OF B10--ORGANIC ,

FARMIMG IN THE PHILIPPINES''

to which it requests the concurrence 
of the Senate.

Very truly yours,

(Sgd.) ROBERTO P. NAZARENO 
Secretary Genered

The President, Referred to the Committees 
on Agriculture and Food; and Finance

'he Sec re ta ry

May 2002

The Honorable 
FRANKLIN M. DRI LON 
President of the Senate 
GSIS Bldg., Financial Center 
PiH.ssay City 1308 
Metropolitan Manila

Mr. President:

I have been directed to inform 
the Senate that on even date the

House of Representatives pe^ssed House

Bill No. 4480, entitled:

"AN ACT EXEMPTING FROM
/ DOCUMENTARY STAMP TAX THE 
BORROWING AND LENDING OF

SECURITIES UNDER THE AUSPICES

OF ^ THE EXCHANGE, AS

AUTHORIZED BY THE SECURITIES

AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION,

AMENDING FOR THE PURPOSE

SECTION ISO OF THE NATIONAL

INTERNAL REVENUE CODE OF

1997, AS AMENDED"

11

A A 0 f: 1



to which it requests the concurrence 
of the Senate.

Ve ry tru1y y ours,

( Sgd. ) ROBERTO P. NAZARENO 
Secretary General

The President. Referred to the Committees

on Ways and Weans; and Constitutional

Amendments, Revision of Codes and Laws

TI "I e S e c r e t a r y

May 23, 2002

The Honora^ble 
FRANKLIN M. DRI LON 
President of the Senate 
GSIS Bldg., Financial Center 
Pasay City 1308 
Metr'opo 1 itan Manila

Mr. President:

I have been directed to inform 
the , Senate that on even date the 
House of Representatives ■ passed House 
Bill No. 4431, entitled:

"AN ACT EXPANDING THE COVERAGE 
OF A CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT

SUBJECT TO DOCUMENTARY STAMP
TAX, AMENDING FOR THE PURPOSE 
SECTION 180 OF THE NATIONAL 
INTERNAL REVENUE CODE OF 
1997, AS AMENDED"

to which it requests the concurrence 
of the Senate.

Very truly yours,

(Sgd.) ROBERTO P. NAZARENO 
Secretary Generail

12

I



The President. Referred to the Committees 
on Ways and Means; and Constitutional 
Amendments, Revision of Codes and Laws

The Secretary.

May ;

The Honorable 
FRANKLIN M. DRI LON 
President of the Senate 
GSIS Bldg., Financial Center 
Pasay City 1308 
Metropo1itan Manila

2002

Mr President:

I have been directed to inform 
the Senate that on even date the 
House of Representatives passed House?

Bill No. 4534, entitled:

"AN ACT AMENDING REPUBLIC ACT ' ,

NUMBERED 6768, ENTITLED, 'AN

ACT INSTITUTING A BPtL I KB Pi YPiN
PROGRAM'"

to which it requests the concurrence

of the? Senate.

Very truly yours,

(Sgd.) ROBERTO P. NAZARENO 
Secretary General

The President. Referred to the Committees 
on Tourism; and Ways and Meeans

The Secretary.

May 23, 2002

The? Honorable 
FRANKLIN M. DRI LON 
President of the Senate 
GSIS Bldg., Financial Center

13 .
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Pasay City 1308 
Metropolitan Manila

Mr. President:

I’ have been directed to inform 
the Senate that on even date the 
House of Representatives passed House 
Bill No.•4538, entitled: .

"AN ACT PRO VI DING FDR THE

LEGITIMATION DP CHILDREN BORN 
TO PARENTS BELOW MARRYING

age/ amending for THE PURPOSE 
THE FAMILY CODE OF THE 
PHILIPPINEB, AS AMENDED''

to which it requests the concurrence 
of the Senate.

Very truly yours.

(Sgd,) ROBERTO P. NAZARENO 
Secretary General

The President. Referred to the Committees 
on Constitutional Amen d men ts,, Revision of 
Codes and Laws; and Youth, Women and Family 
Relations

The Secretary

May 23, 200;

The Honorable 
FRANKLIN M. DRI LON 
President of the Senate 
GSIS Bldg., Financial Center 
F'asay City 1303 
Metropolitan Manila

Mr. President:

I have been directed to inform

the . Senate that on even date the

14



House of Rejpresen tatives passed House

Bill No- 4594, entitled:

"AN ACT PROVIDING FOR OPTIMUM

PERFORMANCE IN REVENUE

COLLECTION THROUGH THE GRANT

OF SPECIAL 
REWARDS FOR 
AMD THROUGH 
IN

AGENCIES OF

INCENTIVES AND

EXEMPLARY SERVICE 
LATERAL ATTRITION 
REVENUE-GENERATING 
GOVERNMENT AND

FOR OTHER PURPOSES".

to which it requests the concurrence 
of the Senate.

Very truly yours,

(Sqd.) ROBERTO P. NAZARENO 
S e c r e t a r y G e n e r a 1

The President. Referred to the Committee 
on Ways .and Means .■

T he Sec reta ry.

May 23, 2002

The Honorable 
FRANKLIN M. DRI LON 
President of the Senate 
GSIS Bldg., Financial Center 
F:'asay City 1308 
Metropo1itan Manila

Mr. President:

I have been directed to inform 
the Senate that . on even date the 
House of Representatives passed House 
Bill No. 4624, entitled:

"AN ACT EXPANDING THE DEFINITION 
OF PIRACY AND INCREASING THE 
PENALTY FOR QUALIFIED PIRACY, 
AMENDING FOR THE PURPOSE

15



ARTICLES 122 AND 
REVISED PENAL CODE"

123 OF THE

to which it requests the concurrence 
of the Senate.

Very tru1y.yours,

(Sgd.) ROBERTO P. NAZARENO 
Secretary General

The President, 
on Constitutional 
Codes £uid Laws

Referred to 
Amen dmen ts,

the Committee; 
Revision of

The Se;cretary

Nay 23, 2002

The Honorable 
FRANKLIN N . DRI LON 
President of the Senate 
GSIS EHdg., Financial Center 
F:'asay City 1308 
Net ropo1itan Manila

Mr. President:

I have been directed to inform 
the; Senate that on even date the 
House; of Representatives passeed Joint 
Resolution No. 11, entitled:

JOINT RESOLUTION CALLING FOR

THE CONVENING OF BARANGAY

ASSEMBLIES NATIONWIDE TO HEAR

AND DISCUSS MATTERS

PERTAINING TO PROPOSALS TO 
AMEND THE CONSTITUTION OF THE

PHILIPPINES"

to which it requests the concurrence 
of the 3e;nate.

16
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Very truly yours.

(Sgd.) ROBERTO P. NAZARENO 
Secretary General

The President. Referred to the Committees 
on Constitutional Amendments, Revision of 
Codes and Laws; and Local Government '

Senator Leviste. Mr. President.

The President, 
recogn i ::ed .

The Majority Leader

• MOTION OF SENATOR LEVISTE 
(Transfer of Referral of S. No. 2032 

from the Rules Committee to the 
Education, Arts and Culture Committee)

Senator Leviste, Mr. President, I move 
that Senate Bill No. 2032’ be transferred from 
the Committee on Rules to the Committee on 
Education, Arts and Culture with the 
transmittal of House No, 2722 to the; Se;nate.

The Preesident. Is 'there any objection?

CSllE>nce?J There being none, the motion is 
a.pproved.

MOTION OF SENATOR LEVISTE 
(Transfer of Referral of S. No. IS?6 

from the Fiulee; Committee to the 
Education, Arts £<nd Culture 

Committee)

Senator .Leviste, I also move that Seenate 
Bill No, 1S96 be transferred from the 
Committee on Rules to the Committee on 
Educsition, Airts and Culture.

The President. Is there any objection? 
LSi lencBj The;re being none, the niotion is 
approved.

17



CONFERENCE COMMITTEE REPORT
ON S. NO. 2086/H. NO, 457?

(Increasing the Base F-'ay of AFP 
Officers and Enlisted Personnel)

Senator Leviste. Mr, President, we are

in receipt of the Bicameral Conference

Committee Report on the disagreeing

provisions of Senate Eii 11 No. 2086 and House 
Bill No. 4579 on the incretase of the base pay 
of AFP officers and enlisted personnel.

I ask that the sponsor, Sen. Ramon B,

Magsaysay Jr,, be recognised.

The President, Sen. Rat man Er

Jr. is recognized to render the report.
Mag saysay

REPORT OF SENATOR MAGSAYSAY

Senator 
President.

Magsaysay Than k you, Mr.

We met last night. We started the 
bicameral conference at ’about 7:30 and 
completed everything within one--and“a--hal f 
hour at 9:00 p.m.

Mr. President, the Conference Committee 
on the disaigreeing provisions of Senate Bill 
No. 2! 086 and House Bill No, 4 579, after- 
having met and fully discussed the subject 
matter in a conference, ' hereby report to 
their respective Houses the following, that:

1. The conferees agreed to adopt the 
title of the Senate version as the title of 
the reconciled version;

2. Section 1 (Statement of F:'olicy) of

the F-louse version was adopted as Section 1 of 
the reconciled version;

3. Section 2 (Pay Schedule) as provided 
in both the Senate and. House versions was 
adopted as . Section 2 of the reconciled

18



version with the following modifications:

a. The first paragraph of the Senate

version was made thie first paragraph of

the reconciled version but with the 
amendment that a candidate soldier , would 
instead be given a salary equivalent to

Salary Grade 7.

Our Senate version was that of Sa^lary

Grade 3, while the House version was 
Salary Grade 10. We reconsidered

everything and with the very detailed and

very thorough explanation of Sen. FJodolfo 
Biazon, we both agreed on Salary Grade , 7

for the candidate soldier.

a) The last paraq raph of the House

version was made the last paragraph

of the reconciled version.

4. Section 3 (Merit System) of the Senate

version was ■ 'adopted as Section 3 of the

reconciled version, because . the House version 
did not have any such provision.

5. Section 4 (Housing Assistance, F:'rogram)

of the Senate version v*;ais adopted ais Section

4 of the reconciled version. This is becaiuse

the House version does not have the 
counterpart.

6. Section 3 (Appropriation) of the House

version was adopted as Section 5 of the

reconciled version but v-jith the modi f icaition
that:

(a) The first sentence of Section 5

(Appropriation) of the Senate version

was made the first sentence of the

reconciled version.

19
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7. Section 6 (Annual Report) of the 
Sc?nate version was adopted as Section 6 of 
the reconciled version. I do not think that 
the House has a version of this-

8. Section 4 (Implementation) of the

House versiion ' wais adopted as Section 7 of the 
reconciled version. If the Chair remembers,

we were limiting it within three years. 
However, in the House version, they were very

adamant that

a p p r o p r i a t i on
s 1 n c e

proces

they s tar to?d
this can

implemented fully within 24 months. 
Senator Biazon’ and I have very 
recourse and adopted the House version.

the

be

bo,

little

9. Section 5 (Implementing Guidelines) 
of the House version was adopted as Section 8 
of the reconciled version.

10. The provisions in the repealing 
clause of both the Senate and the House 
versions. Sections 9 and 6, respectively, are 
the same and these were adopted as Section 9 
of the reconciled versions <and.

11. Section 10 (Ef fectiVity) of the 
Senate version was adopted as Section 10 of 
the reconciled version.

In case of a conflict ■ between the 
statements or amendments strated in this Joint 
Explanation and that of the provisions of the 
consolidated bill in the accompanying 
Conference Committee Report, the provisions 
of the latter shall be deemed prevailing.

Thank you very much. Hr. President,

APPROVAL OF CONFERENCE COMMITTEE REPORT ON

20
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Senator Leviste, 
t hi a t w G a p p r o V e
Committee Report.

Mr. President, I move 
the Bicameral Conference

The ■ President
[SiIbpcbJ 
Con f e;rence 
disc^greeing 
20S6 and 
app roved.

There

Is there any objection? 
being none , the Biceunera 1

Committee Report

provisions of Senate 
House Bill No. 4579

on the

Bill No.

is hereby

The? foJ losing is the? whole? toxt of the 
Conference Committee Report:

[Insert]

BILL ON SECOND READING
S. No. 2104—The Absentee Voting Act of 2002

(" Co n t i n u a t i on )

Senator Leviste. Mr. President, I move 
that i‘je resume cons idersition of Senate Bill 
No. 2104 £ts reported out under Committee 
Report No. 39,

The President. Is there any objection? 
[Silence] ■ There being none, resumption of 
consideration of Senate Bill No. 2104 is now 
in order.

Senator Leviste, Mr, President, we are 
still in the period of interpellations. I 
ask that Sen. Edgardo J. Angara, the sponsor 
of the measure, and Sen. Noli de Castro be 
recognized,

The Pres iden t. Sen. Edgardo Angara,

the sponsor,! 
recognized.

and Sen N o 1 i d e Castro are

Sen tor 
President.

De Castro. Than k y ou, Mr.

Will the brilliamt aind diligent
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legislator from Region III or 
for some cl arif icartory questions?

Region IV yield

Senator Angara. Mr. President,, when one 
is described like that., how can he refuse? 
But, of course, we denounce this separation 
of Aurora from the region of /'."a/? ay an and 
myself because now we are almost stateless.. 
They want us to belong to Region III against 
our will.

Senator De 
G. Presiden te.

Castro. Baibalikan natin iyan.

G. Presidente 
ang nan gang aimba
Voting .E-iill, 
l< a n i n a 1 a m a n g a y
a n a k k o m u 1 a s a
here on vacation 
kung ano na 
A b s e n t e e V o t i n g

a. 1 a m 
. tungkol. 
bagaman 
bisita 
Seattle, 

-at

po ninyo na marami

dito sa Absentee 
napak aigan da n i to.

ko iyong mga kamag-

Washington-—they au”e 
itinanong nila 

ang nangyari roon

Bill at Dual Citizenship 
ko ay pinag~uusapau"i pa sa

sa akin 
sa ating

E^ill. Ang sabi

Floor at sila ay nan cinabi k kung ano na ang

magiging resulta ng Absentee Voting Bill at

ng Dual Citizenship Bill.

Ang unang maigiging reaksiyon ng isa 
nating kababayan ay tungkol sa day aa.n na 
siyang pang unahin nating problema. Kung 
tuwing eleksiyon ay nagkakaroon ng dayaa^n sa 
loob ng Pilipinas, lalo na raw siguro kung sa 
labas ng ating bansa gaganapin ang eleksiyon 
na hindi natin lubusang masusubaybayan kung 
sak. a-~sak aling makapasa ang Absentee Voting 
Bill.,

Ma\y I know from the good sponsor kung a.no 
ang garantiya o safeguards against fraud or 
tampering with the result of the elections na 
nakalagay dito sa ating proposed 1aw?

Senator 
Pangulo.

An gar Marami pong ;alamat, G,
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may mg a nagbubukas ng 
rng^i lugar na. ang 

nan i n .i. r a h a n n g a yon.

G. Presidente, ang aming konklusyon sa 
kornito ay maaaring ang eleksiyon outside of 
the Philippines will be cleaner and more

peaceful and orderly than the elections here

in the country. Bakit po?

Unang-“una, itong eleksiyon s>a ibang

bansa,, under the Absentee Voting Bill., can be 
made either persona 1ly by the voter going to

the embassy or consulate voting personally, 
but can also be done through the mail.

Ngayon, marahil ay hindi n a t i, n puwedeng

pag katiwalaan ng mail dito sa Pilipinas dahil

(n Si i 1 dito. Pero doon

a ting mga kababayan ay 
katulad ng America,

Canada, Australia, Japan, Hong Kong, kahit po

sa Slaudi Arabia, iyang mail ay parang sacred 
siystern. F:'ag tinamper mo iy.an, federal! offense

iyart. Kay a ito ang isang dahilan kung bakit

kami ay naniniwala na ang eleksiyon sa labas

ng bansa a^y magiging mas mail in is kaysai

eleksiyon dito sa Pilipinais.

F'aangalaxwa, G, Presidente, an g parauan

lamang upang dumurni ang eleksiyon sa labas ay 
kung iyong mg a embassy official or . consulair 
official ay talagang mandaraya,

Ang katanun gang ito ay itinainong n a n aim in 
sa kani la. The biggest fear among us back

home is that, some diplomatic officials may 
connive with some politicians to tamper with 
the' result of the ■ election here, Ang se.bi po 
noong mga kababay an natin, ''Hindi mangy ay air i 
iyan," At ang sabi ng mga diplomaitic

service natin, ''Hindi mangyayari iyan. We
also have our ' .sense of pride in our career.'' 
At sila ay magiging deputies ,ng Cornelec, kaya 
hiridi silai mananagot sa kanileing Secretary, of 
Foreign Affaiirs, They are answerable to the

Comelec.

?

Senator De Castro. Kaya, G. Presidente,

ano po ang magiging laman noong sobreng 
i p a d a d a 1 a s a e m b ass y n a t i n k u n g s a k a Ti ?



Senator Anqa^^^. lyon pong balota.

Senator De Castro. Eialota.

Senator Angara. Filled ballot.

Mgayonj ano naman ang safeguard natin na 
iyong balotang iyon ay genuine at nainggaling 
doon sa botante? First of all, there will be

security marks. Second, of course, that is

numbered consecutively, at ito po ay

ipadadala sa kamila well in advance para 
na(11 an rna.ipa^da 1 a. nila sai kami-kam i 1 ang
ernbathadax o consular offices na malapit sa 
'kanila.

Senator 
'ou for that.

De ■ Castro, Mr Presiden t, thank

Under Section 4 of the proposed law, the 
Comelec shall provide a special mechanism for 
the time and manner of registration as wEill 
as voting of seafarers and Filipinos abroad, 
Iyon pong walang fix ed or permanent residence 
on or about the time of election.

Senator Angara. That is correct, Mr,

PI--e siden t. We h ave ab ou t over 200,0O0

seafarers and many of them possibly could be 
on the high seas on the day of the election.

• So how do we allow them to vote? Of

course, they can vote by mail. But there are 
seafarers who remain on the high seas for ’ as 
long as two to three months. That is why we 
authorized the Comelec to come Up with such 
mechanism that . will allow thern to cast their 
vote.

Senator

and he will

Magsaysay, in fact, suggested-— 
help provide the amendment-™ thzxt 

they can even be allowed to 
mail, e-vote--electronic voting.

vote through

/] ri n zi



Senator Do Castro. So if we will allow 
the seafarers to vote sa pamamagitan ng 
electronic voting or e-vote, why not allow 
other Filipinos na nasa abroad din to vote 
through e-vote or through elesctronic voting?

Sen ai tor 
electronic 
utilised is

An gaira . 
voting 
not yet

' Kasi‘ po iyong £ 
which can be 
perfect. Eiut becaiuse

the un iquenei t h e peculiarity

tema ng 
a1 ready 

of 
3.ofand

seafarer's work, we thought that we can—even 
if i t is st i 11 in an eperimenta 1 stage— 
already utilise it for them. And once the

security of the communication and the

certainty of the identity of the sender has 
been perfected, then we can let the e-voting 
apply to land-based voters, Mr. President.

Senator De Castro. Sa atin pong 
panukalang batas, G. f:'residen te, magpo- 
provide ba tayo ng mechanism para sa manner 
of registration and voting of seafarers and 
overseas Filipinos na walang fixed or 
permanent address?

Senator 
authority 
I to ifing 
dalubhasa kung paano 
at kung paano sila boboto

A n g a r a . I y a n
na ibinibigay

mag-iisip at

nga po ang isang 
n a t i n ssi .Come 1 e c.

kukunsulta sa mga 
si 1 a makapagre-register

Senator De Castro. Bak.it hindi po natin 
isama sa batas? Bakit kinakai1angang i- 
delegate natin sa Comelec ang authority para 
mag-provide ng mechanism?

S e n a t o r A n g a r a. That is good idea, Mr,

President, and I think v*je can say 
are authorised to employ e-voting 
other modern devices or mechanisms 
ensure full participation of the 
Something like that.

that they 
and such 
that will 
seafarers.

Gen ator 
President.

De C a s t r o I
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Mandatory po ba ang dates 
a.ppli cation for certif ication
voters should be received by

not later than 210 days and 
to,, vote should be received by 
not 1 a ter than .180 days

Eiecause the application to 
with the Commission ISO days-; 
of the May 2004 election ,, for 
should be acted upon by the

n a t i n 
as 

the 
the 
the 

Mr. 
vote 
before

when the 
absentee 

Commission 
app1ication 
Commission 
President? 
should be 
the date 

e ample, an d it 
Commission not

later than 
election.

150 day! before the date of the

K k a y a n i n k a y a .
sa loob ng 30 day' 
na kore;o pa sng 
pang motion for

ba?

KomisyonG. .Pangulo, ng 
taking into consideration 

pagdarisanan nito? Mayroon 
I'" econ si db rati on , hi n d i po

Senator Angara. Dpo. These deadlines, 
Mr. President, were suggested to us by the 
Comelec on the assumption that these periods 
would be sufficient to fulfill those 
particular functions. To me, these are

in dica tive p e rio d s.

t h e C Q m e 1 e c t h a t
p u r p o s e. But if

h a s a B u g g e s t i o n
period.

We accept the 
t his i s s u f ficien t
the distinguished 
we will consider

word ■ of 
for i, t B
g en 11eman 

anather

Senator 
arnend merits;?

De Castro During ttie period of

Senator Angara. That is correct,

Senator De Castro. Wala po 
ang a ting postal corporation 
nitong mga boto through mail?

bang kinalaman 
;;a pagpsipadala

Sentstor

n a p a g k a s-; u n d u a n 
mqa OFW sa

Angara. 
na iyong 

Hong Kong

Wala po. Dahil

boto, halimbawa, ng 
ay b i b i 1 an g i h at i k ax -

;anvass na sa Hong Kong, bo

be cast and canvassed 
ang ire-report sa—

on-sii te.
the votes will 
Mgayon, ano po

[}. l.l [ i f. n



Senator 
a t. in?

Sen ator 
certificate 
somebody is.

De Ca.B t ro ,

Angara, 
of returns

Ano an q d a r a t i n q

"May n i la? I y on ponq

Samakatwid, even

Senator De Castro. By mail pa rin po ba 
ang certificate of returns? Because by. that 
time, dadaan na ito sa ating postal service.

Senator Angara. Opo, maaaring. by mail. 
We do not want, to • exclude the maii.H but most 
likely it would be through the diplomatic 
pouch. Iyon po ang procedure diyan.

the 
sha 
by 
em b 
For 
1 i m 
e III b 
Qve 
emb

Senator Do Castro. Under Section 11.3,

t r a n s m i ttal o r d i s t r i b u t. i o n o f ballot s 
11 . b e a c c; o m p 1 i. s ti e d p e r s o ri a 11 y o r .t j y m a i. 1

Commission sa pamarnagitan ng atinq

at consulates ng Department of

Affairs. . Ang pagkakaalam ko po,

sng tauhan o personnel ng ating mga

at konsulada. Hindi kaya magiging

rburdened ang mga employ ado dito sa ating 
ahada at konsulada?

the

assies 
e i q n 
i tad o 
a hi 3. d a

Like-, for example, in Saudi Arabia, 
according to reports,, there are about 900,000 
0FW , a nd ac co rd i n g to t h e o f f i c i a 1 s o f t rie 
Department of i:roreign Affairs, they only have 
8 6 p e rson n e 1 i n our Emb as sy i n S a udi A ra bia. 
Kaya nangangahulugan na ang ratio nito is

about one personnel of the DFA to every 
10,465 OFWs?

Senator Angara. I yon pong sa . Saudi 
Arabia , tal agang unusual ang con centration ng

mga Fi 1 ipino • roon . As the di'stinguished 
gentleman s>aid , almost a million ■ Filipinos

a re i n S a ud i A r a b i a, a n d I d o n o t thin k t h e re
are enough embassy people, personnel. Kaya 
n g a s a atin g p a n u k a 1 a n g -• b a t a s, binibigy a n
natin ng poder ang 'Comelec to deputise other 
F' I'"I i 1 i p p i n e p u b 1 i c o f f i. c i. a 1 s i n S a u d i A r a b i a .

.-1/



OWWi^
Sen ator 
or PDEA

De s t r o . L i. k e the officials DT

Senator Angara. Opo, at saka iyong 
Department of Labor and Employment. At saka 
mayroon po . tayong mga public school teacher 
na nagtuturo sa Saudi Arabia na tinuturuan 
iyong mga anak ng ating mga overseas worker.

lyon pong mga public official can be

deputized by the Comelec to assist in the

registration and assist, too, in the election 
p r o p e r . ■

Ang napansin namin diyan sa 
1 lAg a 1''" na iyan , na paka 1 akas po

organisasyon ng mga Filipino, lalo 
m g a n o n g o v e r n m e n t a1. At si1a,

exception, ay napakataas 
V o 1 u n t e e i- i s m k u n g k a y a

lahat ng 
nq mga 
na iyong

without 
n g k a ni1an g sen s e of 
ila ay puwedeng ma~

accredit ng Comelec 
d u I-1. n g t h G e 1 e c t i o n »

to act as

Mayroon pong mga Filipino abroad 
be tapped to assist in the electoral 
and not confined only to embassy official Is.

l^Jatchdoq^

who cai.n 
exercise

Senator De Castro. Maisingit ko lamang, 
G. Fresidente. Sa Sabah, Mailaysia, a ri g mga 
F' i 1 i p i n o do on k un q m i n san cay tuni i t i g i 1 n g one 
W e e k. or- a d a y a t b a b a 1 i k n a n a m a n u 1 i s a 
Pilipinas. Papaano ang magiging botohan

natin, for example, in Sabah, Ma1aysia?

S e n a t. o r A n g a r a. S a
m g a t r a n s i e n t t r a d e r
and Seabc'Ah , Ma 1 ay s ia

pailc'Agay ko po, iyong 
between Su 1 u, T aw i --T aw i
ay maiaaring hindi ma^g-

qualify sa absentee voting dahil itong 
absentee voting assumes na ’iyong ating■ mga 
kababayan an/ . residing permanently in a pleice 
outside the Philippines. Pero transient

s i 1 a -— m g a t r a d e r i y a n .

F‘er-o malc-Aki rxn aing

S a b a h, M a1a y sia. If I 
h u m i g i t - k u m u 1 a n g .6 00,0 00 .

28

Filipino community sa 
ai m n o t m i s t a k e n ,
Kailangan siguro
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talagang ayuBin natin ang registration

procedure. E-iut wei leave the details to the

Comelecj Mr. President.

I .think one import£;mt thing that we must 
remember in discussing and • thinking about 
this absentee voting, Mr. President, is that 
we cannot hope to answer and anticipate every

single problem right now.

In a sense, this is an experimental

project and we will be able , to perfect the 
system as we go along. But I think’ there is 
no argument not to pass or to delay passing 
this bill simply because there may be 
problems t h a’t vm e ■ can n o t a n t i c i pat e n o w a n d 
provide a solution.

Kahit na ho siguro hindi natin

mairehistro iyong lahat ng 600,000 as • long as 
we set up the mechanism for their

r e g i s t r a t i o n a r-i d v o t i n g p a r t i c i p a t i o n I

think we would have already done justice to 
them.

Senator De Castro. How about iyong mga 
TNT na tinatawag natin o iyong mga tago--Vi,g-

tagong mga Pilipino abroad? I to ho ba ay 
maisasama o hindi?

Sericator Angara. Maisasama ho si la
sapagkat ang pilosopiya ng ba’tas na ito ay,

basta siya ay Pilipino, then we give him the 
oppDrtunity to vote .

Senator De Castro. Kaya■ maisasama sila ■ sa
mga 'NPA or no permanent address?

Senator Anga.ra. Maisasama 
regis’try of absentee voters.

ho i i 1 a Si 3.

Ngayon, iyong tago--ng’" tago, that is a 
matter between. them and their host country. 
Hindi na ho tayo makikialam diyan. Basta ang 
isang tao ay Pilipino at maaaring walang 
residence permit sa Amerika, wala na kaming

09



pakialam doon. Hindi na namin pakikialaman 
iyon. Ang impartante ay . bigyan natin si la ng

p a g k a k a t a a n g b u m o t d a n d it is u p t a t h e m 
whether to take advantage of that opportunity 
o r n o t.

Senaitor De Castro. G, Pangulo, rnayroon 
po bang probisyon sa inyong panukalang-batas 
that' provides for voting instractions to 
printed sa absentee ballots para 
guidance ng ating cnga absentee voter?

be

naman sat

Senator Angara, Wala ho. iiagandang 
suggestion iyan . Siguro in one of the 
sections, the gentleman ought to provide for 
an information manual or pamphlet on how to 
accomplish the it been tee voting ballot.

Sen ator 
Presiden t.

De Castro, Thank you. lvl r,

Ano ho ba itong ballot na ipadadala sa 
ating mga embassy or consulate--ito ba ay 
free postage? How about those . ballots that 
will be sent by the voters by mail?

Sen a tor Anq ara, Prepaid na ho ito.

Senator 
ba1 lot.

De Castro, So. t h i s i s ipecial

Senator Angara, This is a security paper, 
properly numbered with proper security marks.

Senator De Castro. Mayroong special

envelope. K<qsi under Section 135, it provides 
that there shall be a special envelope to be 
furnished the voter, Ano ho ba itong "specia. 1 
envelope" na ito?

Senator Angara. lyong envelope na made of 
security paper na hindi madaling ipeke £it 
mayroong security marks n a i--scan lam ang ng 
machine ■ ay alam na nating genuine- iyon. Iyon 
ang mga security features ng envelopes.

30
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ESen a tor De Castro,
n a k a s u 1 a t h o b a r i y a n ,

And then 
hal'imbawa,

may m q 
" official.

lection ballot" or something like that?

Senator Angaira. Hindi ko alam kung dapat

nating lagyan ng description ballot dahil 
baka naman pag may description iyon, may 
mag ka-interes doon sa sobreng iyan . Again, i*Je 
leave that to the Come lee, ' Mr. President, to 
ensure that the ballot in that envelope will 
be safeguarded.

Senator

provided din 
Comelec 
reception 
receive 
ballots . 
ito? II an 
s t a t u s n q m e m b e r s

De Castro. 1 Mr. F'resident,

po under Section 137 na ang

s h a 11 con s titu te a special 
a n d c u s t o d y g roup w h o s e t a s k 

an d handle mail or pe rson a11y

bcTi 1 lot 
i s to 
filed

Anu-ano ang komposisyon n’g grupong 
£tng miyernbro at ano a^ng employment 

ng grupo? Ful l“time ba

silai or sa duration laimaing ng eleksiyon?

Sen iitor Angara. Sa durattion laimamg ito
ng eleksiyon. Kung ilan ang dapat na members 
ng grupong ito, we' leave that entirely to the 
Comelec, Mr. President, . because we, do not 
want to be rigid in this regard.

Senator De Castro. Mr. President, after 
the special ballot reception and custody 
group has received the ballot, sino ang 
niag pre--prepare , ng transmittail document ■ to the

Special Board of Election Inspectors?

Elenator Angara. Iyon hong

o f f i c i a 1 at s s i g n e d t o t h at si t e o r 
venue.

Comelec 
to tha^t

Sen aitor 
system kasi 
President, 
bago ito 
Comelec 
kail a^ngang 
kaik a bay an 
Comelec

De Castro. All right. I'/ong

ng ating absentee voting, Mr.

proposed bi 1 l-—siy empre
ove rsea-is a^nd to our 

ting in ba ninyo 
natin a,n g ating

under the 
sa Filipinos

of f icia ls----sa ting in ba ninyo ay 
ma-orient natin ang ating mgai 

tungkol dito and therefore, our 
officials na mag-D--ori en t dito will

31
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have to travel to foreign countries para . maq-- 
conduct ng seminars at orientation meetings? 
Mayroon bang al loted budget para^ rito?

Se;nat.or Angara. Moong

proforma budget -that meams

budget-“-kasama na ho iyang 
orien ta tion . . .

h u rn i n g i k ax m i n g
paraxng projected 

training apd

Sean ator 
abroad?

De Castro , of :i 1 ipinos

Senator Angarax. Gho

ang Comelec officiaxls or

fro rn M ai n i 1 a w h o will 
d u r i n g t k'l e e 1 e c t i o n „

be

at ■ saka kunq ilan 
emp1oy ees coming

sent out to the field

Sen ax tor De Castro,
xa a p a g k a t h i n d i 1 a. m a n g
maxy roon g mg ax Pi 1 i pi no .

Pero max rami ho ito 
ilaxng ban sax aing

Senaitor Angaxra 
Kixyax nga ang sabi 
sax Comelec ay baika

mga opisyal1 a, h a t ng
ban sax at wax lax nang nati ra 
Hindi raw namatn auid they 
people judiciously.

Medyo marami ngax ho. 
namin sa ating mga kaibigan 

n a m ax n p a g e 1 e k s i y o n n a , 
n a t i n ay nasax labaxs ng 

rito sax Pilipinaxs. 
wi11 emp1oy t heir

Senator De Castro. All right. In case
o f e 1 ra c tlon- re 1 a ted cax ses, G. Pan q u 1 o, ' sax
ating rnqax volunteer abroaid—daxhi 1 may mqai

V o lunt e e r t a y o n g m a, gtatrabaho din—sino a n g 
maxg pro“provide ng 1 e gax 1 ass is tan ce sa kaxn i 1 a , 
kung sakali?

Senator Angara. Ang Comelec po. Mabuti

at naitanong ninyo iyan sapagkat isa iyan sa 
rnga tan on g during the consultation. Ang sabi 
ni 1 a,, "Kung kami ay ihabla , sino ang

tutulong sa amin?"

Ang sabi namin, ''Sa Pilipinas ay

nagbibigay ng assistance ang Comelec."

Siguro, . the same assistance can be extended 
here. •

A. V1



Senator ,De dastro. 
budget for that. Do we

para magbigay ng legal 
V o 1 u n t G e r , k u n q s a k a ~ s a k a 1 i ?

Again, ' we need a 
h a V e■ en oug h law y e rs 
assistance sa rng^x

Senator Angara. Hindi ko masabi kung 
Bila ay mayroong qapat na bilang ng mga 
a bug ado. Pero sa . palagay ko, ang incidence 
of disputes abroad will be less thsin the 
number of disputes we usually encounter in 
this country.

Senator De Castro. I would like to thank 
the gentleman for that, Mr. President.

Halimbawa, G. Pangulo, sa Japan ay 
may roon tcay ong humi g i t-kumu 1 ang 60,000 OFWs 
at karamihan dito ay nagtatrabaho bilang 
entertainers at artists na mayroong kontrata 
para sa anim na buv-jan l.amang.

Senator Angara. Hindi lamatng 60,000. 
If I recall right, Mr. President, mayroong

140.000 pero ang sabi sa arnin ni Ambassador 
Siason ay understated pa iyon dahil mayroong

30.000 mga Pilipino na napangasawa ng mga 
Hsipan in far-flung rural areas. More or 
less, ang sabi niya, ay 170,000 Filipinos.

Senator De Castro, 
i y o n g m g a T M T ?

Hindi pa kasama roon

Senator Angaxra. Hindi pa, G. Pangulo. 
It is just the official number.

Eienator De Castro. I tong mga legal na 
nagtatrabaho sa Japan ay mayroong six months 
na kontrata.

Senator Angara. .Opo, G. Pangulo.

Scenator De Castro.' Of' course, renewable 
at the pleasure of their employers. . Since 
the registration of the absentee voters ay 
isasagawa several months before the election



day , ang mangyayari po cay mahiraip na i- 
determine who cTimong the OFWs will be outside 
the country.

F'aano natin iti-treat sa bill ninyo ang 
ganiyang kaso ng rnga QFWs sa Japan?

Senator Angara. Ang senaryo po rito, 
pagkatapos nq anim n a b u w a ri ay babalik b i. 1 a 
sa Pilipinas. Ang suhestiyon natin sa kanila 
ay magpatala na sila roon sa bayan nila.

Senator De Castro. Before?

Senator Angara. Before going back to 
Japan. After coming back from Japan ay mag- 
register na sila. Pagkatapos, ang kanilang 
registration will go to the' Registry of 
Absentee Voters.

Sc-?n c'itor De Ccastro. Di to Comelec natin

dito?

Senator Angcara. Qpo, dito. Gagawa tayo 
ng separate na registry of absentee voters.

Kailangcang hi ling in nila na sila cay ma.g inq
kuwalipikado na absentee voters para pag 
naipadala uli sila sa Japan at after an

in ter-Va 1 ay naree(I'lp 1 oy si 1 a , puwe de si 1 a lag
bumoto Sea Japan. ,

Kayca, medyo

S a b i h a n 1 a m a n g n i 1 a
interesadong maisama 
vo'ters.

iimple ang

sa Comelec na. 
Sea registry of

pcarnamaraan,

ays i 1 a
absentee

. Senator De Castro. I would like to thank 
the gen 11 bman f or t hat, Mr . Pres iden t. That

is all. I would like to thank the good

sponsor of the bill from Aurora and Quezon of 
Region IV.

Senator Angara. Maraming salcamat po, G.
Pangulo. Sa . palagay ko, ang makikinabang sa
Absentee Voting E<ill ha ito ay si Kabcayang 
N o 1 i s a e 1 e k s i y o n s a 2004.
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Senator De Castro. _ Matagal-tagal pa ho

dahil aniiTi na taon ang ating termino.

Thank you very much, Mr. President.

Senator Angara. Salamat po.

Elen a tor Leviste,, Mr. President.

The President,

recogni ;-:ed.

The Majority Leader is

Senator Leviste. I move that we suspend

the period of interpellations on Senate Bill 
Mo. 2104.

The President. Is there any objection?

[Si1enCO] T he re bein g n one, t h e motion i s
approved.

SUSPENSION OF CONSIDERATION OF S. NO. 2104

Senator Leviste. I move that we suspend

consideration of SJenate Efi. 1 1 No. 2104.

The President. Is there any objection?

[ Si 1 Bn CB 3 3" h e i" e b e i n g n o n e , t h e m o t i o n i s
approved.

MANIFESTATION OF SENATOR LEVISTE 
(Referral of S. Mo. 1896 to F:'ublic Services 
Committee Instead of Education, Arts and 

Cu1ture Committee)

;nator Leviste would just like? to
correct, ' Mr. President, the transfer from the? 
Committee on Rules . to the Committee on Public 
5ervice?s. I am referring to Senate Bill No.
1396. I think I meentioned the? Committee on 
Education, Culture and Sports. That should
be referre?d to the? Commit tt?e on Public 
Servicees.

T l"'i e? President,
is according 1 y changed.

All right, The referral

4 /' ! if L?
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Senator Leviste. I move that we

consideration of Senate Bill No. 2130.
resume

The F'resident. Is there no

interpellation on the Absentee Voting E^ill?
more

Senator Leviste. I think I moved ' for the
suspension of its consideration.

The F:,residen t. Esjcause Senator Angara h£is 
not yet1 taken his seat. [Laughter]

Senator 
the sponsor.

Leviste woul d like to thank

Senator Angara. Because I was- expecting 
the Majority Leader to move now to approve 
the bill. [Laughter]

Se?nator Leviste. I wish I could, Mr. 
President. However, if the good sponsor would 
wexnt to know those who have still pending 
interpe 11 at t ions---“Sen a tors Arroyo, Pangi 1 i nan ,
Vi liar and this Senate President.

Therefore, inasmuch as I would

accede to the request of the kind

th£s Majority Leader cannot do so.

like to 
spon sor,

Sen at tor Angat ra^.

..eader,

Yes, Thatnk you. Majority

Mr. President, I stayed in the podium 
becatuse I want to make a manif Gestation about 
the Chain Saw Act. [Laughter]

tst time I was-

The President. Should we now put on the 
Ploor the Chasin Saw Act?

Senator Angara. No, Mr. President, I just 
V'jant to make a manifestation becatuse I ma^de a 
reservattion to introduce an amen d men t. I am
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withdrawing that reservation. I have no 
interpellation and I have no more amendment.

more

Senator Leviste. Mr. President, with 
reg ard to . t he i thd rawa 1 of the amendmert t of 
Senator Angara, I think we will go to the 
Chain Saw Act later on in the agenda.

The President. All right-

Sen ator 
he make the.

Leviste. May I just request that

The President, Anyway , the manifestation

IS .

Senator Leviste. The 
been made. We V‘iill

con side; rati on later on.

manifestation has 
take that into

SPECIAL ORDER

Mr. President, I now move that we

transfer from the Calendar for Ordinary

Business to the Calendar for Special Orders 
Committee Report No. 46 on Senate Bill No.

2130, entitled

AN ACT PROVIDING FOR THE RETENTION OF 
CITIZENSHIP BY PHILIPPINE CITIZENS 
WHO ACQUIRE FOREIGN CITIZENSHIP, 
AMENDING FOR THE PURPOSE

COMMONWEALTH . ACT NO. 63, AS .

AMENDED, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

The Prejsident. Is there any objection?

I'SilenceJ There being none, the motion is

£ipp roved.

BILL ON SECOND READING 
S. No. 2130—Dual Citizenship Act
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Senator Leviste. Mr. President, I move 
that we consider Committee Report No. 46 on 
Senate Bill No. '2130.

The President. Is there any objection? 
CSilenceJ' There being none, the motion is 
approved.

Consideration of Senate E-iill No. 2130 is 
now in order. With the permission of the 
Body, the Secretary v^jill read only the title 
of the bill V'jithout prejudice to inserting in 
the RG'carcJ the whole text thereof .

The 
en titled

Secretary. Senate Bill No. , 2130,

AN ACT PROVIDING FOR THE RETENTION OF 
CITIZENSHIP BY PHILIPPINE CITIZENS 
WHO ACQUIRE FOREIGN CITIZENSHIP, 
AMENDING FOR THE PURPOSE

COMMONWEALTH AC'T NO. 63, AS

AMENDED, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

The foJJ.ohi.inp is the whoJe text of the biJJ.

Senate Bill No. 2130

( Insert)

.Senator Leviste. I ask that that 
recognise the sponsor. Sen. ■ Francis
Panqi 1 ini^n-

Senator 
President.

Panqi1inan Thank you ,

;s

v-ge

M.

The President, To sponsor the measure on 
the Floor, Sen. F-rancis N. Pangilinan is 
recognized.

F’lr,

6.6 0 on



May we know if the Body would be 
amenable, would accept or agree for us to put 
up the audio visual equipment.

The President, All right. Is there any 
objection to the putting up of the andio 
V i s u a 1 equipment to a i d the. gentleman's 
sponsorship speMSch? [Si lencsj There being 
none, it is so granted.

SUSPENSION OF SESSION

The C hair d e c1 ares 
suspension of the session, 
objection, [ThBre was none.]

a one—minute

if there is no

It was 4a 46 p.m.

RESUMPTION OF SESSION

H t 4:48 p.m.:, the session wai
with the Hon. Juan M. Flavior, presiding.

The Presiding 
The session is resumed

Officer [Sen

resumed.

F1avier]

The Majority Leader is recognised

SPONSORSHIP SPEECH OF SENATOR PANGILINAN

E>en a tor Pang i 1 in an ,

t o d a y t D 5 p o n s o r
c o n side r a tion Senate

c o n s o1id a te d version

Mr, President, / I rise 
for this Chamber's

Bill No.' 2130, 
of Senate E-iill

cA

Nos.

' ' AN 
OF 
WHO

1354, 13.40, 903, 100 and 64, entitled

ACT PROVIDING FOR THE RETENTION

CITIZENSHIP BY PHILIPPINE CITIZENS

ACQUIRE FOFl'E IGN CITIZENSHIP, AMENDING FOR THE 
PURPOSE COMMONWEALTH ACT , NO. 63, AS AMENDED, 
AND FDR OTHER PURPOSES" .

The sponsors, Mr. President, of this 
particular measure are Senators Angara,

Flavier, Pimentel Jr., Barbers, Legarda

Levis te, D ri1on, Revi11a, De C as t r o an d
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myself

46.

T h i s under Committee F-^Ieport No,

Mr. President, it was Aristotle, the 
great Greek political thinker v*jho, in the

first defined the concept 
For Aristotle, citizenship

Third Century 'B.C. 
of citizenship,

was defined ais 
com munity, as well

the administration 
of public affairs, 
the forerunners

systems, operationa1ized 
pair tici pation and

citizenship.

'membership 
as active 

of j L.istice 
’ This wa^s 
of modern

citizenship 
involvemen t

in a\ political 
participation in

a^nd the conduct 
the Greeks, 

political 
Active 
defined

how

day

During the feudal and medieval erai, 
citizenship was not understood as membership 
in a political community as Aristotle would 
have it .but, rather, as a subject's relation 
with his sovereign rulers. -The subjects, 
therefore, were deemed as properties of the 
ruler, pledging services to their supposed 
' ' superiors, " and getting state protection 
from them.

Over time, 
citizenship, and

however, the concept
by extension, aillegiance

of

to

t

one's country, has evolved and has been given 
diffe^rent in terpretations. The onset of the

highly globalized economy of the 21

century has necessitated a paradigm shift, 
Mr, President, in our understanding of 
citizenship. Indeed, globalization and the

revolutionary advances in the areas of

information and telecommunications technology 
have transformed relationships among people 
and countries to a degree never witnessed 
before in the history of human civilization.

Text and other technological advancements 
in rned ia , commun i ca t ion, and transpor t have , 
in fact, eroded traditional state boundaries 
and enabled peoplp to have greater access to 
goods and services, capital and information, 
and allowed an increasing numbesr of people to
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live 
own .

and work in coun tries other than their

Accordincj to the 1999 UN Report, the

P h i 1 i p p i n e s r a n k e d f i f t h a m o n g c o u n t r i e s w 11 h
the highest rates of emigration. In fact, as

of December 2001, . the Philippine government

has estimated that there were about 7.38 
m i 1 1 ion F i 1 i p i ri o s w o r k i n g a n d 1 i v i n g abroad, 
or roughly 107. ' of the total F'hilippine

population 
ove rseas 
permanen t 
States 
countries, 
mig ran ts.

» 0 f t i "i i B ri u m b e r , :

Filipino workers,‘ 2.5

residents mostly in

of America, Canada 
w h i 1 e 1, S 4 m i. 11 ion

> million are 
million are 
the ■ United 

and European 
are irregular

I n countries where?

c o n c e n t r a t i o n s 
C ai n a d a , U » S . A «
Middle Eaist,
intimated to 
have undergone

of Filipino 
the United 
Filipino

there are? large 
OF-Ws such as 

Kingdom,. amd , the 
immigrants have

t |-i i B 
the

to enjoy ' 
privileges.

employment

r e p r e sent a tion t h a t t h e y
p r o c e 5 s o f n a ti,U'_a 1 i a t i o n 
an d we 1 f a r e r i g h t s an d

It' should be noted that majority of the 
Filipinos who have migrated abroad did so .for 
better academic and employment opportunities 
not only for themselves but for their

Those who 
citizens of 

so mainly for 
their career

f am ilie s an d re-1 at i ves as w ell 
eVentuall y became' na tura 1 i zed
their host countries iiave done 
e c o ri o m i c r e a s o n s , w i d e n i n g
o p t i o n s , and m a i m i z i n g
t It r o u g Fi s t a t e p r o t e c t ion.

their social security

D e B pite th ese,

a11egia n ce to the

b y t h eir links to

to visit the

opportunity, 
c o n t r i b u t i o n;;;; 
i n V e s t m e n t s a. n d
to recent

however, their continued 
P h i 1 i p p i n es i s ma n i f e s ted
the homeland, their desire

coun try 
as well

to the

at

dol1ar

eve ry 
as in

economy 
remittances.

d a t a , r e m i 11 a n c e s f r o m
overseas through official! bamking

. 41
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alone from 1990 to April 2001 have amounted 
to at least USf-43.6 billion., enough

investments pumped into our economy thsit have

in fact kept it afloat in times of severe
financial crisis such as the one that shook

Asia in 1997. No mean contribution. Our

Filipino v^lorkers abroad have put their money 
whe^re their mouths are not. Se 1 f-sacrif i ce
of the highest degree. There is no doubt

that our economy, our country owes them much.

Especially since it is decades of ’corruption

economic mismanagement that 
to- seek employment away from

torn apart from the 
provinces they 
too many cases,

and fiscal and 
h a V e d rive n t. e (n
t l-'i e i r m o t h e r 1 a n d
families and 
dear. In all

once held 
we qave them

so

no

option but 
accountable

to leave. Ultimately, we are ill

Indeed, in spite . of 
s t a y e d a n d 1 i. v e d a b r o a d
without the benefit of 
retain or at the very 
Fri 1 ipino citi zenship ,

our 
f or 

a law 
1 east.; 
they

kahabayans having 
d e c a d e s o n e n d
allowing them to 

r e a c q u i r e t h e i r 
have remained

Filipinos in heart and in mind

Mr

number 
of t heir-

given the overwhelming 
overseas and the extent 

co n t r i bu t i on s to t h£3 e c on om y , i t i s

Presiden t, 
of Frilipinos

the intent of this bill to allow for natural-- 
born Filipinos to retain or reacquire their 
F^il ipino citizenship. As it is, the

restrictive and inflexible provisions of

Commonwealth Act No. 63 automatical 1y applies

with respect to the procedure by which 
P |-i i 1 i p p i n e c i t ice n ship is- lost t h r oug h
n a t Li r a 1 i z a t i o n i n a f o r e i g n c o u r'l t r y .

F-ience, by operation of this law, many 
Filipinos have been stripped of their 
Philippine citizenship without regard to the 
reasons that have compelled them to acquire 
foreign citizenship. Worse, this is done 
without any effort on the part of the 
Philippine government to inquire whether or- 
not it was the real intention of our

42

/' n 
u



kababayans to renounce

citizenship in the process.
their Phi 1ippine

But times have changed, Mr. 
The advent of a highly globalized 
redefined and reinvented the whole 
citizenship. Sixty-five years

passage of Commonwealth Act No. 63 
21, 1936, thi

high time

effectiveness

F'res iden t. 
economy has 
concept of 
after the 
on October 

represen tation believes i t is 
that we re-examined the

of the law and,. determine

whether its content and the 
p r e s cribes a r e in k eeping wit h 
a h ig i-i 1 y globalized’ economy .

procedures it 
the demands of

M r . F' r e s i dent, t h ere h a v e been a r g u m e n t s 
that the Constitution prohibits dual

citizenship. ection A r t i c 1 e IV

1987 Constitution provides that: 
allegiance of citizens is inimical 
national interest and shall be dealt 
la\w . '' ,

of the 
'' Du<a 1 

to the 
with by

Th<at is dual allegiance 
and not dua1 citizenship.

Mr Presiden t,

However, the 
Mercado vs.
di.ua 1 citizenship

Supreme Court in the ca\se of 
Mansano in 1999 distinguished 
f r om d ua 1 all eq i an c.e. T he

court ruled

when, as . a

app1ication of

more states, 
considered. a

that dual citizenship arises 
result of the concurrent

the different laws of two or

a person is simultaneously

n a t i o n a 1 by t h t:
F'or instance, such a situation 
a person whose parents are 
sta’te., which

said states, 
may arise when 
citizens. of

sanguj.nis; is 
the doctrine 
ipsa facto. 
his part, is

citizen of both state^

adheres to the principle 
born in a state which 
of Jus soli. Such a

a n d wit ho u t any v o1un ta ry

a

of JUS

follows 
person, 
act on

concurrently

To

f11- i 1 i p i n o
il lu s t r a t e, 
parents in

one

the
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U.S. citizen under U.S. law but i< 
a f:r i 1 i p i n o c i. t i z e ri u n d e r P h i 1 i p p i n 0 1’ a w.

considered

Dua1 allegiance, on t he o t he r hand, 
refers to the situation in which person 
simultaneously owes, by some positive act, 
loyalty to two or more states. While dual 
citizenship is involuntary, dual allegiance 
is t he resu11 o f an in divid ua1's volition.

With . rEJspect to dual allegiance, during 
the deliberations of the Constitutional

C o in m i. s sr. i o n 
Commissioner

the constitutional provision

dual allegiance as follows, and I

of the l<vS7 Constitution, then
and now Senator, Ef 1 as Ople

e plained 
prohibiting 
quote:

draw attention to the 
allegiance is not dual 

have circulated aI

I wamt to 
fact that dual 
citizenship. 
m e cfi o r a n d u m to t h e B e r n a s Co m m i 11 e e
according to which dual allegiaince is 
larger and more threate?ning than that

of mere double citizenship which is

se1dom in ten tion a1 and perhaps, never

insidious. That is often the) function 
of the accident of mixed marriages or 
of birth on foreign soil. And so, I 
do not question double citizenship at

.all*

Mr. President 
s t a k e h o 1 d e r s w h o
positions during 
t e c h nic a 1 wo r king
represen teit ion ' s 
n a t Li r a 1 i z a t i o n i n
not be construed as

toafter listening 
have articulated

t he c omrn i t tee he a r i n g s 
group se)ssions, it is 

position that

a foreign country )

'dua 1 allegiance.''

t he 
their 

and 
this 
mere 

. hou1d

Moreover, so long as it. does not endanger 
national security and contributes immensely

domestic economy.to the 
a c c e p t e d t h e b e n e f i t s
g lobal i zaition have,

the practica1ity

countries

of free 
increasing ly

that have 
trade ■ and 
recognized

o f 
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citizenship), or at the vt’ry least, retention 
or reacquisition of citizenship, so much so 
that mere naturalization in a foreign country 
does not automatically mean loss of one's 
citizenship or origin.

During the

President, this 
copies of a

CITIZEN SHIP POLICIES

It was forwarded to 
Fa r eiq n A f fairs. An d

committee hearings, Mr.

represen tc^tion was furnished 
•document entitled, '' DUAL

□F SELECTED CaUMTF:?lES . "
us by the Department of 
if I may enumera te some 

include F ran ce, N ew
Argentina, Cambodia,

of them, these countries

Zea1and , Israel, Mexico,,

Colombia, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador

Hungary, Iran, Ireland, Northern Ireland
among other 
form of

re a c q u i. s itio n 
the proud

example of 
Going by the 
seen from

75 countries that allow for some 
retention of citizenship or

of the same. Can anyone dispute 
and fie r ce hation a1ism, for

the Israelites or the French?

rules and regulations we have 
this wide representation of

countries, thii 
the same can 
and points of 
C h a m b e r deb a t e 
.pro posed me asu r e.

representation believes that 
be used as legislative inputs 
reference as we in the Upper 
on the pjros and cons of this

In view, however, of 
demographic trends that point

in the number of Filipinos 
Philippine government should

recent global 
to an increase 
overseas, the 
consider the

findings of the United Nations' Population 
Division which say, that in the next 50 or so 
years, the capitalist economies of Europe,

the United States', Canada and Northeast, Asia, 
will . need. a substantial number of Asian

migrants to maintain their population levels 
and .avoid declinE)s in their labor force. If

this bill is approved into law, this w i ]. 1
enable the Philippine government to respond

to global demographic trends cind realities,

lessen immigration restrictions for Filipino 
n a t i a n a 1 s w i. s h i n g t o t a k e per m a n e n t reside n c e 
abroad, and introduce a more liberalized
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citizenship policy by countries like the 
F'hilippines that sends its skilled human 
resource abroad.

It is hopeid that with the approval of 
this proposed bill, Mr. President, our own 
concept of duail citizenship will be

reinvented and allowed to see the light in 
keeping with the dtsmamds of a global economy. 
The Filipino is already in virtually every 
pocket zind corner of the world. Let us give 
him a reason to keep his heart of hearts at 
home.

TI'"ian k y ou, Mr. Pres iden t.

The Presiding Officer [Sen. 
The Majority Leader is recognized-

F-1 a V i e r 3

Senator Leviste,

Mr. F:'resident.

We thank the spanso r,

SUSPENSION OF CONS I DEFLATION OF S. NO. 2130

To allow our colleagues to study the 
measure for interpel laition, I move that we 
suspend consideration of the measure.

The Presiding Officer [Sen. Flavier]. 
there any objection? CSIlenceJ There- 
n on e, con si d oration of Sen a t e Bill No, 
is hereby suspended.

Is

being

2130

Seruator Drilon. Mr. President.

Senator Leviste. Mr. President, I move

that we recognize the Senate President.

The Presiding Officer [Sen. 
The Senate President is recognized.

Frlavier ]
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MAM IFEBTATI DM Of-- SENATOR DRILON 
(Submission of His Cosponsorship Speech 

on S. No. 2130)

Senator Dr i Ion. This is just a

manifestation, Mr. President. I have a

cosponsorship speech which I will just submit 
for the record on this particular measure.

Senator Leviste. Mr. President, I move

thsit the cosponsorship speech of the Senate 
President be reflected in the record.

The Presiding Officer [Sen. Flavier]. It

is so noted.

The fol lotting is the i\iri t ten
cosponsorship speech of Senator Dri1 on.

SPONSORSHIP SPEECH OF SENATOR DRILON

Section 5, Article IV of the Constitution 
provides that ''dual allegiance is inimical 
to the national interest and shall be dealt 
with bY law." This is rightly so—for no

individual is expected to serve two masters 
at the same time with equal fervor. Dusil

allegiance is not, however, synonymous to

of

dLta 1 c i t ie ns hi. p . 
Court in the 
[G . R . No .
distinction 
allegia n ce. 
citizenship 
app1ication 
more states" 
a national 
a 1 ]. eg iance, on

situation in 
owes, by some 
more states,

dis a11o wed, ou r
it is possible 
Philippines to 
as for example:

No

c<ase of 
1350S3, May 
between dua;l 

According

1 ess than the Supreme 
Mercado vs. Manzano
26, 1999] made a

citizenship and dual 
to the Court, du<al

resu1ts 
the 

where 
by 
the

from the ''concurrent

different laws of two or 
the person is considered 

the saiid states. Du<al 
other hand, refers to the

which a person simultaneously 
positive' act, loyalty to two or 

While dual al 1 eg iance? is

Constitution recognizes , that
f or 

posse!

certain 
3 dual
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Those born of Filipino fathers or 
mothers in foreign countries which 
follow the . principle of Jus soli. 
Such child ren alt houg h considered a 
citizen of the country . where he/she" 
is born shall be deemed a Frilipino 
citizen «

of

Those born 
Filipino mother 
by the law 
t h e child f o11ows
the father, 
child's mothG?r

Philippine laweyes of the

in the Philippines of 
snd a lie?n farthers if
the father's country, 

citizenship of 
thait the 

in the 
the child

the

Considering 
is a Fi1ipin o

is deeme?d a Filipino,

A Filipino who mairries

from a country which

grants citizenship to the

B. foreigner 
aiutomati ca 11 y 

spouse of

its nationals shall remain a Filipino

unless by the act or omission of the 
Filipino spouse, they are deemed to 
have renounced _ Philippine
citizenship.

The concept of dual a 11 eg ian ce would

refer to the deliberate exercise of loyalty

by ' actions and decide that

to another starte? or country

hand, dual citizenship is 
circumstances of birth,

natura 1 i zat ion .

reflect fidelity 
On the other 

borne out of 
Hi a r r i a g e or

As of 
to tail of 39 
dua1/mu 1 tiple 
Center for 
even Israel 
n a tion a 1is tic s ta te s,

either explicitly . or 
their citizen s hip
elsewhere.

July 2000, there are already a 
c o u n t r i e s 11 "i a t alio w some for m o f 
citizenship. The U. S.-baised

Immigration S tudies reported that 
and Cuba, known to be staunchly 

allov'i their citizens, 
implicitly, to retain 

being naturalized
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The Eiritish Nationality Act of 1981, for 
example, allows a citixen to reacquire his 
British citizenship if his renunciation was 
necessary for the retention or acquisition of 
some other citizenship or nationality. South 
Africa, on the other hand, allov\'s other- 
nationals to retain their original 
citizenship in the acquisition of South 
Afr'ican citizenship. Meanwhile, Cana^dai, 
Portugal, Nev*j Zealand and Ireland give t heir- 
citizens who have acquired another 
citizenship the option to renounce their 
original citizenship through a formal 
declaration of renunciation.

Mexico which has th£5 largest number of 
mig ra to ry wo r k er s together wit h t he 
Philippines recently ratified Mexican 
National Law of 1988 which explicitly allows 
Me Xican s to recover t heir nationa1ity even 
if they acquire another one. The • same is 
true in Spain, Italy, France, Taiwan, 
Vietnam, Cambodia and Russia, among others.

This overwhelming trend of allowing 
dua1/mu 1tipie citizenship across countries is 
in response to the growing phenomenon of 
transnaitional migration. The Organization of 
Economic Coopeeration and Development (OECD) 
reported that the ' f 1 owsr- of permanent and 
temporairy migrant range up to 3 million a 
year in recent years.

The loss of Philippine citizenship upon 
naturalization in a foreign country is 
decreed and provided for NOT BY OUR 
CONSTITUTION but by Commonwealth Act No. 63, 
a law which was enacted on October 21, 1936 
or more than ',65 years ago. The time is now 
ripe for us to reexamine the efficaxcy, if not 
the fairness, of the said law.

Do we con s i d e r Fr i 1 i p i n os w ho t r ave led 
abroad in searc-h for better opportunities for 
personal growth and to uplift the standards 
of living of their loved one in the
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Phi 1ippines 
a 11 eg ce

themselV05

who subsequently swears 
to the foreign country to protect 
from undue discrimination and qsiin

better employment conditions an infidel for 
renouncing his or her Philippine citizenship 
as part of his oath to the foreign sta te vMhen 
most if not all the ■ fruits of his labor is 
sent to support their families at home?

Is it 
number of 
who have 
of our

citizenship 
sought to

fair that we divest at 
t h e F i 1 i p i n o W o r 1 d W a r 
s a c r i f i c e d t h e i r y o u t h

country of their

on account of the fact that they 
be n ai t u r a 1 i z e d as U. S.

significant 
II veterans 
in defense 
P h i 1 i. p p i. n e 
that

citizens to.

be able to avail of the promise of economic 
benefits in the forJit of pension from the L1..S. 
government which they and their families 
righ11y deserve to enjoy?

T h e s e a r e but a .few of t hi e m a n y 
considerations why I decided to push for the 
dual citizenship law- The dual citizenship 
measure aims to clarify the blurred, the 
legally and . the morally wrong assumptions 
that natural born Filipinos who acquired

citizenship of other countries automatically 
lose the citizenship

hum b1' 5 u b rn it t hi a t t h e y
citiz en s hip to t heir
itself should not be 
TI i u s, t hBy should not

of their birth. I

simiply added one more 
personal 1 i ty 
considered 

bes penailized

which in 
a crime.

with the

1 o s s D -f P h i 1 i p p i n e c i t i z e n s h i p.

Mow in their

of our V'jar, who

a n y y e t a c q u i r e d
be denied the

citizens amd

in con v e nien ce an d
aliens in t heir- 
op t to vi'sit or

qood .

twilight years, the veterans 
served to protect our country 
U.S. citizenship, should not 
r.ight to remain Filipino 
should be s paired the

cost of being treaited as 
own motherland should they 
stay in the Philippines for

To the? ' Filipinos working aibroa^d

to Linaivoidable circumstance, V‘jere
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to adopt the citizenship of their host

country, they are our ''Bagong Bay ani,'' The

remittances they have sent to their loved

ones in the Philippines have contributed a

lot in keeping our country aifloat in times of 
financial crisis. It is not easy for any

individual to be separated from the security

of one's DV‘jn homeland and the warmth, comfort 
and the company of their loved ones but these 
Filipinos had to make the sublime sacrifice

even at the risk of lasing their Philippine 
citizenship in order to provide their

families with better lives. Despite their

acquisition of foreign citizenship, a vast

majority of these Filipinos who have migrated

abroad continue to demonstrate their

allegiance to the Philippines by maintaining

their .1inks to their motherland , sharing

w i-1 a t e V e r gains; t h e y m a y I 'i a v e o b t a i n e d abroad

to their friends and loved ones back home.

Their loyalty to the country is likewise

manifested in ’their eager desire to visit the 
country at every avail (able opportunity.

A Filipino may decide to gain ainother 
citizenship but wherever they may be, in 
their hearts and minds, as well as their 
loved ones back home, they shadl always 
re;?main Filipinos.’

Considering the 
through abroad, we 
for them when they 
not be made to suffer 
being treated , as an 
birthplace.

sacrifices they had to go 
should make life easier 

return home. They should

the 
a 1 ien

wor 1 d

inconvenience of 
in their own

ofIn a growing

globalization, instant communications

vastly inci-easied personal mobility,,

citizenship facilitates travel, business 
work opportunities for . individuals. We

not deny our Filipino brothers abroad 
Dpportunities that dual citizenship

econom xc 
and 

dual 
and 

must 
the 

would

b r i ri g p i" i m a r i 1 y w hi e n this
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betterment of their lives which, in rec^lity, 
would also rodound to our country's benefit.

SPECIAL □F:?DER

Senator Leviste. Mr. President, I move

that we transfer from the Calendar for 
Ordinary Business to the Calendar for Special 
Orders Committee Report No. 52 on Senate Bill 
No . 215 5 , en t i. 11 ed

AN ACT ADOPTING A MAGNA CARTA FOR • THE 
WORKING CHILD PROVIDING FDR

STRONGER DETERRENCE AND

PROTECTION AGAINST CHILD LABOR 
AND IMPOSING ' STIFFER PENALTIES

FOR ITS VIOLATION AND FOR OTHER 
PURPOSES

The F'residing Officer [Sen. Flsivier] 
there any objection'? [Sx lencej There 
none, the motion is approved.

■ Is 
b e i n q

BILL ON SECOND READING 
No. 2155 - The Magna Cc 
for the Workinq Child

Senator Leviste. Mr. President, I move

t i-i a t w e CD n s i d e r Senate Ei i 1 1 No. 215 5 a s 
reported out under Committee Report No. 52.

The Presiding Officer [Sen. Flavier]. Is 
there any objection? [SilencBj There being 
none, the motion is approved.

Consideration of Senate Bill No. 2155 is 
now in oi-der . With the permi ssion of the 
Body, the Secretary will read only the title 
of the bill without prejudice to inserting in 
t h e Recard t h e w h o 1 e t e t t h ereo f -

The
entitled

Secretary. Se-’nate E-iill No, '-’155.

/) f] O C'i r, 
H U v;



AW ACT AD OPT I we A MAGWA CAFaTA FQF.I THE 
WGR KIWG CHILD PR□VIDING F OR
BTROWGER DETERREWCE AWD

PROTECT low AGAIWST CHILD LABOR 
AWD IWPOSIWG STIFFER PEWALTIES 

• FOR ITS VlOLATIOW AWD FOR OTHER 
PURPOSES

The fol loi'jina is the Mhole text of thi
hi 11

(Insert)

Senator Leviste. Mr. President, for the
sponsorship speech, I move that we recognize 
the sponsor, the acting Chairman of the 
Committee on Labor, Employment and Humian 
Resources Development, Sen. Ramon B.

Magsaysay Jr,

The F::'re5siding Officer [Sen. F:rlavier].

Sen. Ramon B. Magsaysay Jr. is recognized.

SPOWSORSHIP SPEECH OF SEWATOR MAGSAYSAY JR.

Senator Magsaysay. Thank you.

President, Dr. and Sen, Juan M, Frlavier.

M r,

The title of my sponsorship speech ii 
''The Worker Is A Child."

Mr.
Senate:

F'residen t, my CO 1 leagues in t lie

As Acting Chairman of the Senate

Committee on Labor, Employment , and Human 
Flesources Development, I have the honor of 
sfDonsoring tine legislation that. would provide

the framework for the abolition of cFiild 
lab o r i n t h e P In i 1 i p p i n e s v i a. S e n a t e Co rn m itte e 
Report Wo. 52, entitled ''The Magna Carta For 
The Working Child. "
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The proposed measure is a consolidation

of various bills and a resolution filed by

the

60:

o u r coll e a g u e s i n
Senate Bill Mos.

Leviste; (2) Senate Bill 
Viliar; (3 ) Sen a te Bi 11
Cay e tan o; (4) Senate B i 11 Nos. 1377

by Senator Ople; (5) Senate Bill Mo

Senate?; 
and 750„ 
Mo. 1009, 
Mo. 1207,

namely, (1) 
by Sen ai tor
by Sen ator 
by Senator 
and 13.’94, 
1932, by

Sen . Tessi£5

Reso1ution No,

Leviste.

Aquino--0re ta; and

12, by Senator

Senate

Legarda

But before I proceed to discuss the 
merits of this measure, Mr. President, allow 
me to show an audio-visual presentation ' which 
features briefly the situation of children 
involved in prostitution,

• d e e p-sea fis hin g, mining and 
plantaitions and py rotechn ics , 
are considered as the worst 
1a b o r in t h e count r y.

domestic 
quarrying, 
al 1 of 
forms of

w o r k , 
sugar 
which 
chi 1 d

With this, Mr. President, may I ask’ the 
permission of this Chamber to use the power 
point to view the 30-seconder.

The Presiding 
'lease proceed.

Officer [Sen Flavier]

IShohiing of JO-soconder child labor plug]

Senator Magsay say. ■ The

being shown presently, Mr. President
!;0-seconder

The Presiding Officer [Sen. Flawier]

S0G ■

Senator Magsaysay. , Thank you, Mr.

President. I think, they thought it was a

brownout, then they put on the lights instead 
of putting it off. But we can have that 
another time, the 30-seconder. That is just

to show how the children are being exploited 
by their elders.
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The Child Labor Phenomonons

Mr .

1 a b a r a. 
exists 
d a t a, 
estimated to 
conditions . in 
of them are 
child labor.

President;, the phenomenon of child

not only limited to our country but 
v^jo rid wide. ■ Based on lea test UNICEF

around 250 million .children are 
be working under exploitative

a global scale,, and 
involved in the worst

50 million

forms of

F'or a long 
child labor in 
c o n s t a n t s o u r c e
g o V e r n m e n t b u t
i n o u r s o c i e t y . 
a c o m p r e h a n s i v e
o f w o r k i n g c li i 1 d r e n
that the nufnber of 
assessed to be at 
the 5---14 age^ group

time noV‘j, the prevalence of 
the Philippines has been 'a 

of concern not only for the 
also for the various sectors 

While there is an absence of

data as to the total number

the UNICEF data indicate 
Filipino child workers is 
5 million children within

The same data indicate 
that almost 4 million working children reside

in the rural areas. The Bureau of Women and

Young Workers placed the number of ■ working
children to range somewhere between 5 million

to 7 million nationwide, Mr. President.

In addition, the results of the 2001

national survey on working children show that

there are now 4 million working children in 
the country aged 5 to 17 years old as against 
3.7 million in 1998, a big increase. Most of

them are unpaid, unskilled workers in family

farms. Others work in shops, or sweatshops,

or as vendors in forestry or fisheries. Out

4 million, 2.4 million of the working 
p hy B i ca 1 , b i o 1 og i ca 1 an d
There are also those who

and work-related illnesses

of the 
chiIdren 
chemica 1 
suf fer 
such as

mill ion, 
face

I’l a c a r d s. 
inj u ries
body aches and skin diseases Said

data further indicate that one (1) in every 
f o u r ( 4 ) c h i 1 d r e n w o r k i n t h e eve n i n g o i“ 
d u rin g nig h 11ime.

Mr. F'resident,

1 a b o r a re en d 1 ess .

the statistics on child

But in the end, the

n
U



question boils 
can do to address

down as to 
the issue.

what this Conqresi

Let

pro posed 
chi1dren 
value of 
depend 
bas i ca 1 1 y 
chi Idhood.

me emphasize though that this

measure does not intend to teach the 
to be lazy or to discourage themi the 
work. Neither will it teach them to 

on their pzirents for life, but 
for children to sirnply enjoy their

There are those who speculate, Mr.

President, that poverty itself is the reason

for the emergence of child labor. Because? of

child labor is resorted to as one 
ho useh o 1 d -- CO p i n g s t r a teg i es

view • children

poverty, 
several 
F: i 1 i p i n o 
poten tia1 
family

families who 
income providers 

upport system.

entry of 
vievMed as 
strategies. 
President., 
ezcuse for

of

by

the 
t l;ie 
is

and as part of 
In other words, 
t I'l e 1 a b or market

household's survival 
firmly believe, Mr. 
is too simple an 
All forms of child

children into 
pa.rt of the 

But I 
that poverty 
child labor.

1 a b o r a r e u n a c c e p t a I;) 1 e i n f r i n q e m e n t o f
fundamental human rights and must, therefore, 
be immediately addressed.

and 'magnitude 
the Philippine 

Legislative 
its duty to 
measures to

Rslated Lai-JB on Child Labor:

As a response to the extent 
of child labor in the country, 
government, particularly the

branch has not been remiss in 
u n d e r t a k e a p p r o p ria te legis1 a tiv e
address this issue.

In 1974, 
o t h e r w i s e k n o w n
Y o u't. h W G1 f a r e Code'' w a s
the framework for the

welfare of the Filipino

during the time of then

Bias F. Ople. This lai*j'

the child, e n u m e r a t e s'

Presidential Decree 
as ''The ■ Philippine

enacted to 
promotion 

children.

Secretary 
defines the

parents, an d d e f i n t
the 1ia bi1itie

the role' of

No. 603, 
Child and 
serve as 
of the 
This was 

of Labor, 
rights of 

of 
other

a a

d .d n a f;



institutions in promoting 
Filipino children in general.

the we 1 fare of

In July, 1992, Republic Act Mo. 7610 was 
signed into lavj providing for stronger 
deterrence and special protection against

child abuse. In November, 1993, Republic Act

No. . 765S W£is enacted to prohibit the

employment of children below 15 years of age.

The. F'hilippines is a signatory -to various 
international anti-child labor agreements

like the ILO Convention 138, which outlined 
the minimum age for admission to employment 
and the ILO Convention No. 182 concerning the 
f3 r o h i. b i t i o n a n d i m m e d i a t e a c t i o n f o r t h e 
elimination 'of the worst forms of child 
labor.

Sadly, Mr. 
existing laws 
that need to

F:' r e s i d e n t, there

and policies 
be addressed-

are gaps in 
on child labor 

immediately by

c ra f ting a policy meas ure t hat will 'provide 
stronger deterrence in the employment of 
children in exploitative undertakings.

It is for 
C o m m i 11 e e R e p o r t 
Carta ■ for the 
proposed.

this

Mo. 52,

Working

purpose 
entitied 
Child, ' '

that 
' ' The 
is

Senate 
Magna 
b e i n g

Salient Features of the Bill

Under

defined as 
age. In the

shall refer

the said 
a person 

same 
to

measure, a ''chi Id'' is 
who is belov'J 18 yesirs of 

1iq ht, ''haz ardous wor k, ''

dangerous heights; 
d riven tools, wor k 
exposing ' the child

any ' work 
any work with 

in unhealthy 
to hazardous

long hours of work during the 
those that will endanger the 
safety of 't,l"ie child.

underground, 
explosive- 
environment 
substan ces, 
night, and 
health and

Among the rights accorded 
under the propoised measure include:

to chi Id

5/
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The right of a working child, among 
Qi:h0r~s , to be provided a s tand ard o f 
living that would support his/her

e d u ca t i o n a n d to t a 1 d e v e 1 o p m e n t;

Protection f rorn e;;ploitation ;

Safety a g ain s t all f o rm s o f neglec t, 
a b u 5 0, c ru e11y an d o t h er con dition a
prejudicial to his/her well-being;

Not to be made to suffer 
perform any undG?r taking

to work or 
tharh vjill 

hinder his/her growth or that will be

hi a r rn f u 1 t o hi i s / hi e r d e v e? 1 o p rn b n 't;

Preservation of his remuneration and 
other income and benefits from his 
efforts; and right for collective 
bargaining for their salaries and 
benefits.

Mr Presidentj, the proposed . measure seeks 
the creation of a National Committee on. Child 
Labor to establish, coordinate, monitor, and 
assess . the programs and standards to rid 
society of the worst forms of child labor.

the

Another significant aspect of this 
proposed- measure is the provision which 
requires parents or guardians to do community 
service, for the • period of one (1) month and

one (1) day to one (1) year for parents found 
guilty of violating the provisions of this 
Act, This framework was patterned after the

U.S, model of community service principle.

Mr, President, esteemed colleagues, the

problem of child labor cannot be solved

overnight, and . neither will . the .passage 
the bill cornijletely wipe out child labor

our country , but I ' believe it is a step 
the right direction. The Magna Carta for

Working Child is a blueprint for 
e 1 i rn i n a t i o n a f c h i 1 d 1 a b o r , p a r t i c u 1 a r 1 y

OT

in

in

the

the

c::)n
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.its worst forms,. The fight against chi.Id

labor should be comprehensive so that it can

have a lasting positive change in society and

the world,

A11 o w rri e f i n ally to £2 n d t li i s s p o n s o r s h i p 
speech by borrowing the wisdom of our former

be1oVed colleague, the 1 ate Senate . President

Marcelo ''Celing'' Pernan who was a staunch

an t i--clii Id labor ad voca te , He said s<.nd I

quote, ''Let us 'not suffer our children to be 
deprived forever of • a- precious gift that has 
b e e n given u s b u t w hic h f o r t he m will never 
return—that is ''childhood.''

T ha n k 
■ residen t.

y o u and good af ternoon, M r,

Senator Leviste. Mr. President.

The F-'residing Officer [Sen 
The Ma j ority Leader is recogniced.

F1 a V i e r ]

MAN IFES TATI ON 0 F SENATOR LEVIBTE 
(That Her Cosponsorship Speech on S. No. 2155 

be Inserted Into the Record)

Senator Leviste, Mr, President, we thank

the sponsor and we wish to also- request that 
this representation's cosponsorship speech be 
inserted into the Record.

The Presiding Officer [Sen, Frlavier3 bo
noted

7'/?e fol 1 oi\ij.ng is the i-jritten sponsorship 
speech of Senator Leviste:

SPONSORSHIP SPEECH OF SENATOR LEVISTE

M r, Pre sid e nt;

As a motFier, 
a f f e c t i o n , b u o y e d

I look at children with 
b y t h e i r i n n o c e n c e, a n d

ft ft r. n ("■



tay the 
develop 

responsible 
any parent.

driven 
v-jou Id 
amd 
like 
best for my 
office, there 
for I have

endless 
in the 
members 
I v-j i s h

onCLiriosi ty 
fu ture—as 
of society 

nothinq less

how they 
productive 

Just 
than the

children, and 
emerges a much 
also leairned

being in public 
b i g g e r c h a 11 e n g e 

to accept other

c h i 1 d r e n a s m y own

I have been exposed to the? reality and 
the extent of the adverse effects of child 
1 a b or on the i. n n o c e n t mi n d s a n d f r a g i 1 e 
bodies of c hi1d ren.

It

Joseph 
m i n i n g 
Norte, 
in a 
laborers 
in my

wais in .1999 when 
Bosito, a child

community of
. 9. ■ y e at rT hen o 1 d

I first 
m i n e r i n
Pairacale , 
Joseph was

1 eatrned ■ of 
t h e gold 
Camair ines 
featured

d ocum en taxry ep i s ode
entitled ''Mga 
TV program then 

triggered a r'i outpouring of 
an d o t he r child 1 a* b o r e r s
situated.

on Filipino child 
Batang Tra^ibc^hador ''

. This episode

support for Joseph 
w ho were s a. m i 1 at r 1 y

The problem of child la\bor is a most

complex one for, it holds almost every a^spect 
o f • ou r s D cie ty r es po n sib1e—negligent

oftentimes helpless parents, exploitative

employers, the lack of protection a n d social

s> u p p o r t, and g over n m e n t a q e n c i e s that h a v e 
remained remiss in their duties in ensuring

that the rights of children are safeguarded.

concluded 2001

C h i 1 d r en c on d u c t ed
Nationa^l

by the

The recently 
S u r V e y o n W o r k i n g
National Statistics Office reveals tha-it about 
o n e i n s i. x F;“ i 1 i p i n o c hi i 1 d r e n h as to w o r k t o 
support his or her faimily.

The number of working children surveyed 
from October 2000 to September of 2001 did 
not show any d eve 1 oprrien t from the survey done 
five years ago: Four million of 25 million

Filipino children as young as five years up 
to . 17 years of age were identified as

So
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'' economical 1y active . ''
shows thcat seven out of 
rural areas, with Regions 
and XI hsiving the highest 
children.

The survey also

ten. children work in 
IV, VII, VIII, V, 

share of working

Mr. F:'reside^nt, it is quite disturbing 
thait an estimated 1.1 million children face 
physical hazards; 221,000 do "heavy physical 
work,'' 942,000 children comp1ained that they 
suffered from work-related injuries and

754,000 said they experienced word-related 
illnesses like body pains and skin diseases.

E<ut I believe, more than these 
sufferings, the greatest injustice 
on our working children is . the fact 
a r e d e p r i v e d o f t h e i r r i g h t t o e d u c a t i. o n .

physical 
inf 1icted 

that they

□f the 4 million 
6 5.9 percent at ten d e d school 
t h e t i m e o f t h e s l.i r v e? y .

m i 1 1 i o n c h i 1 d r e n s a i d
suffered duE? to work and 
children dropped out of school.

wo r king chi1d ren , on 1 y
at least during 
One point two 

t h e i r s c h o o 1 i n g
two out of five

The problem of child, labor is 
a n d d e s e r v e s a s o1u tion t hat ought 
c o m p r e h e ri s i v e a n d w o r k a b 1 e .

Mo less than the. Philippine 
provides that, "The State, shaill 
right of children to assist^ince, 
proper care and nutrition, special

so

to

complex, 
be both

Constitution 
defend ’the 

i n c 1 u d i n g 
protection

forms of neglect, a buse, c rue11y,

Eind other conditions prejudicial 
deve lopmc-’nt. ' ' Apart from ■ this 

provision , Congress has
significant laws as ■ early as

No. 7610 or the

Children Against

and Discrimiination

law, Republic Act

from all 
exp loitation 
to their 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a 1 
enacted two 
1992, n a me1y Republic Ac t
"Special Protection of

Child Abuse, Exploitation,

Act'' and its anie?ndato ry
No. 7659,

61
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However, Mr. f:'resident, we believe that 
t h e r e i s s t. ill a n e e d f o i" a ' m o r- e
comprehensive measure that would effectively 
address the very root of the problem

concerning child labor in this country.

Senate 
commitmen t 
on the Flights of 
L a b o u r 0 r g a n i 2 t i o n
C hi1d r e n's Minim u m
E iTi p 1 o y n'l e n t a n d II- 0
E1 i rn i. n a t i o n o f t h e
Labor.

Bill No. 2155 exemplifies our 
to the United Nations Convention 

the Child, International 
or ILO Convention 13B orr 
Age for Admission to 
Convention 182 on the 
Worst Forms of Child

W h i 1 e t l"i i s 
children to a 
e m p f "i a sized t h t
the Technical Working 
this measure made sure 
with a restrictive law 
difficult for employe?rs 
by ensuring that the 
aiccorded all the rights, 
b e n £•? f i t s t h t a r e due t h e m.

bill allows the em p1oy m en t of 
c e r t a i n e t e n t, it should b e
the authors of the bill and

Group that worked on 
that they will come up

by making it extremely 
to hire chi 1 d ren , and

working children are 
privileges, cand

The proposed ''Magna Carta for the 
Working Child'' is a measure which, we 
believe and. hope, will squarely address the

con t i n u ous rise i n 
c h i 1 d r e n a n d t h e i r 
t he wor k p 1 a ce .

the ' number of working 
1‘jDrseninq conditions in

The

educational 
government, 
should all

State, the

institutions, 
and each and every 
work together for its

private sector,

the church, loctal 
one of us 
passage now,

Tor V'je 
chi 1dren,

are? dealing w i t h t he future of our

Let us give 
for work. Let
toil. Let us 
ignorant. Ls?t

our children toys not tools 
u s a 11 o w t h e m to p 1 a y not

keep them innocent, not 
us makG? them learn and

flourish, not stagnate? and deteriorate,
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These children will be , children only 
once- We owe our future to our children and 
we should act before? it is too late.

T ha n k you, Mr. P resid en t.

Senator Leviste. Senator Vi liar also has.

made a reservation. He is not present today. 
He will p r o b a b1y deliver his cosponsorship 
speech at a later date.

The . Presiding Officer [Sen 
noted. .

Flavier] So

SUSPENSION OF CONSIDERATION OF S. NO. 2155

Senator Leviste. Mr. President, I move

that we suspend consideration of Sena?te Efill 
No. 2155.

The Presiding Officer [Sen. Flavier]. 
There is a motion to suspend c □ n s i d e r a. t i cj n of 
Senate Bill No. 2155 under Committee Report. 
No. 52. Is there any objection? CSiJenceJ
There being none, the motion is a^pproved.

OFFICIAL VISIT OF SEVERAL GROUPS ACKNOWLEDGED

Sen an tor Leviste. We would like to

ancknowledge the presence of the following 
groups: the Educational Res eanrch and

Development Assistance? Group; the Visanyann

Forum F^oundation; the Employers Confederation

of the? 
Wor kers; 
ChiIdren 
F i I i p i n o 
C hu r c h ;

Philippines; the Federaition of F^ree 
the Council for the Welfare of

the ILO-Itech; !top Trafficking of
Group; the? National City United 

the Ate?neo F-lumain Rights Center; and 
the? officials of the? Department of Labor and 
Emp 1 fjymeen t.

Tlie Presiiiding Offic?e?r 
Thcay are all v-4elc:omt?? to tlie Seenarte?

63

. [Sen Fr 1 a V i e r 3

440993



BILL ON SECOND READING
S. No. 169 5 — E:: tend incj the Filing of Psitent 
Applications on Alienable and Disposable 

Public Lands 
(' C an t inn a 11 on ) (

Senator Leviste. Mr. President, I move

t ha t we r esum e con s i d er a t i o.n of Sen a t e B i 11 
No. 1695 as reported out under Committee 
Report No. 19.

The Presiding Officer [Sen. Flavier]. Is

there any objection? [SilencBj There being

none, resumption of consideration of Senate 
Bill No. 1695 is now in order.

Senator Leviste. Mr. President, that is

the E;; ten si on of the Free Patent Law. We are 
in the period of ■ committee amendments. I

move that we recognize the sponsor, Sen. 
Robert S. ''JAWO'' Jaworski.

The . Presiding Officer 
Sen<ator Jav*Jorski is recognized.

[Sen . ■ 1 a V i e r ]

COM MITT EE A MEND MENT S

Senator

President.

Jaworski Thank y ou,

Mr. President, • before I' present 
committee amendments for Senate Bill 
1695, allow me to make a brief manifestation-

Mr,

L f Ici*
No.

Committee 
Mo. 1695 was 
Justice and

Committee on

Resources is 
representation, 
t h e sec o n d a r y
report with

Hence, and 
chairman of

Human Rights,

Report No. 19 
reported out by 
Human Rights. 

Environment

on Senate Bill 
the Committee on 

The Senc-ite 
and Natural

the secondary committee?. This

Mr. President, as chairman of 
committee signed the committee 
r e s e r v a t i o n s a n d a mend m e n t. s.

with the permission of the 
the . Committe;e on Justice and

allow me to present the
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following committee £;imenclmE?n to in lieu of the

committee amendments as contained in

■Com mi11 ee Re po r t No. 19. In o t he r wo r d s, t h e
Senate committees are withdrawing the

committee amendments ' stated in the committee 
report and in lieu thereof, propose the

foil owing comrni 11ee amendmen ts :

1. Delete the entire Scjction 1 of the

bill, from lines 1 to 13 and renumber the

s u c c e e d i ri g s e c t .i. o n s a c c o r d i n g 1 y . This i s
because the amendments proposed in this

section are already incorporated in the law, 
as amended;

2. On page 2., line 7,.., I am sorry, Mr. 
President. Thsit is the first amendment.

Senator Leviste. , Mr. 
a proposed amendmcjnt. 
objection, I move tha t 
accepted.

President, there is 
There being no

t he a men d men t be

The Presiding Officer [Sen. Flavier]. 
The C h a i r u n d e r s t a n d s t h a t t h i s is a 
committee amendment.

Senator Jaworski. Ye?s, Mr. President.

The Presiding Officer [Sen. Flavier]. In

that caxse, the sponsor maxy continue to 
enumei'-ate a 11 of the comrni.11ee amendments , as 
required by our Rules.

Senator Jaworski. Well

P r e sid e n t, on pag e 2, line 7, c r 
"2010" to 2020;

then, Mr.
the yevar'

3. On the same page, lines 8 to 14, 
delete the phrase "except in the provinces 
of Agusan del Norte, Agusan del Sur, 
Cotabato, South Cotabato, Sultan Kudarat, 
Bukidnon, Lanao del Norte, Lanao del Sur, 
Davao del Norte, Davao del Sur, Davao del 
Norte, Davao del Sur, Davao Orientail, Sulu, 
Mountain Province, Denguet, Kalinga, Apayao,

S3
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Ifugao, Maguindanao, 
where the President 
the recommendation

En V i r o n men t and

Tawi--Tawi a n d Eiasi 1 an
of the Philippines,, 
of the Secretairy 

Nature-il Resources, .

determine or fix tine 
the period ending 
u n i f o rm 1 y n a t i o n w i d e. •

time

on

r' This 
December

is to 
31,

upon 
of 

s h a ]. 1 
a p p 1 y 
2020

n e !•: tThe

still- on , page:

' ’RESOURCES" 
phrase WITHIN 
THE DATE OF 
THE COMMUNITY

RESOURCES. This

the Public Land 
1 e f t o u t i n t h e b i 1 1

amendment, Mr. f:'reBiden t, is 
2, line 22. Between the words 
and ''OFFICE", insert the

THIRTY (30) DAYS COUNTED FROM 
THE' PRESIDENTIAL ■PROCLAMATION TO 

ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL

provision already appears in 
Act but ■ w a s;; inadverten t ly

Still on 
2010 to 2020.

paige line 36, chemge the year

Then finally, Mr. President, atmend the 
title of the bill to read as follows:

AN ACT GRANTING A PERIOD COMMENCING ON 
JANUARY 1, 2001 AND ENDING ON DECEMBER 31, 
2020, . FOR THE FILING OF APPLICATIONS FOR 
ADMINISTRATIVE LEGALIZATION '(FREE PATENT) ' AND 
JUDICIAL CONFIRMATION OF IMPERFECT AND 
INCOMPLETE TITLES TO ALIENABLE AND DISPOSABLE 
LANDS OF THE PUBLIC DOMAIN AMENDING ’FOR THIS 
PURPOSE COMMONWEALTH ACT NUMBERED ' 141, AS 
AMENDED, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE PUBLIC LAND 
ACT. ' •

That is aill, Mr. President.

The F^'residing 
T he C h air wau1d 
Jaworski.

Of.ficer [Sen. Flavier]. 
like to thank Senator

We will now receive the motion to end the 
period of committee amendments.

Senator Leviste. 
suspending the

Mr.

period

66

President, we are 
of commit t(-ae

Q f'
. i I



amendments. The Chair will recal1 that before 
the. Minority Leader left for abroad, he had 
requested that no bill be approved on Second 
R e a din g . T h e r e f o r e , t h e Actin g Min o rity 
Leader would need to contact the Minority 
Leader who is presently abroad to check on 
that arrangement so that we would have. to 
suspend the period of committee amendments 
and suspend con side; rati on of the measure.

The Presiding Officer [Sen. Flavier]. 
The Chair understands, but we are only 
closing the period of committee amendments.

Senator Leviste. Because there are no

Ion g e I'" a n y i n d i v i d u a 1 a m e n d m e n t s , M r .
President.

The Presiding Officer [Sen. Flavier]. 
All right. If it ,is a matter of approving it 
on ■ Second Reading, we cannot act on that in 
view of that arrangement v*jith Senator 
Pimentel. . .

Senator Leviste. Yes, Mr. President. I 
would first move that we approve all the 
comniittee amendments.

The

There i! 
committee

Presiding Office r C Sen.

a motion to approve 
amendments. Is there any

f Si 1 en c::e J T h e re being non e
are approved.

the

Flavier]. 
all the 

■obj ection? 
amendments

SUSPENSION OF CONSIDERATION OF S. NO. 1695

Senator Leviste. I move that we suspend

consideration of Senate Eiill No. 1695.

The Presiding Officer [Sen. Flavier]. Is

there any objection? [Silsnce] There being 
none, the motion is approved.
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MAM I frESTAT I ON OF SENATOR LEVISTE 
(That Senator frlavier be Made 

Coauthor of S- No. 894)

Senator Leviste, • I would like to make a 
manifestation, Mr. President.

Sen. Juan M. Flavier requested that he be

nri-ade a coauthor of Senate Bill No. 394, and 
this request was made to Sen. Robert Bar beers, 
the bill standardising the salaries of 
uniformed employees of the DIES.

The Presiding Officer [Sen. Flavier] 
is duly noted.

It

SUSPENSION OF SESSION

Senator Leviste. Mr. President, I move

that we suspend the session until ten o'clock 
tomorrow morning, Thursdaiy, Mavy 30, 2002.

The F^'residing Officer [Sen. Flavier]. Is

t. h e r e a n y objection ? [ Si 1 en c b ] T h e r e b e i n g
none, the siession is suspended until ten

o'clock tomorrow morning, Thursday/, May

2002.

30 ,

It was 5s24 p„m«
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