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MONDAY, AUGUST 25, 2003

OPENING OF THE SESSION

At 4:06 p.m. , the Senate President, Hon. Fi'anklin M. 
Drllon, called the session to order.

The President. The 13^^ session of the Third Pvegular 
Session of the Twelfth Congress is hereby called to order.

Jr.

We shall be led in prayer by Sen. Ramon B. Magsaysay

Everybody rose tor the prayer.

Senator Magsaysay. Thank you, Mr. President.

The title of the prayer is "Our Maker Is Our Owner" 
This is a prayer based on and culled from a speech by His
Eminence Jaime Cardinal Sin, v^ho celebrates hit 
bii'thday on August 31, 2003.

PRAYER

Loving Father, help us to gi^asp human dignity 
by realising that ultimately and above all, ive 
belong to You.
None of us had the honor of being consulted 
as to whether v?e prefer to exist or not.
It v^as You vjho e.xercised the prerogative to create 
us,

therefore, we cannot claim to ovm ourselves.
As our Maker, You are our Owner.

This being the case. Lord,
enable us to fulfill our duty
to maintain our personal integrity -
because v;e are only stewards v.Jio must make sure

that we return ourselves, intact and improved,
back to the Ovmer.
Vie are not at liberty to damage or mutilate
or in any way pollute our bodies, minds and

spirits.

We have no right to destroy what does not belong 
to us.

For Your glory. Father, allovj us
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to take care of the health of our V7hole person, 
believing that any intervention meant to upset the 
ecological

balance v^ithin a human person is an affront to 
God's ovmership.

Your vjays, 0 Lord, are not ours.
Make us knov; Your plans, lead us in the truth.

Earnestly pray this 
In Jesus' name.

AMEN.

The President. The Security Bank Chorale .V7ill lead the 
Chamber in the singing of the Philippine National Anthem, 
after which, it shall render another song entitled, " Isang 
Dugo, I sang Lahl, I sang Muslka. "

NATIONAL ANTHEM

Everybody remained standing for the singing of the 
national anthem.

The President. Thank you. The Chamber v,Tishes to thank 
the Security Bank Chorale for that beautiful rendition of 
our national anthem, and the song, entitled Isang Dugo, 
Isang Lahl, Isang Muslka. Maraming salamat po.

ROLL CALL

The Secretary will please call the roll.

The Secretary, reading:

Senator Edgardo J. Angara. . . . . . . . . . . Present

Senator Teresa Aquino-Oreta. . . . . . . . . . . Present

Senator Joker P. Arroyo. . . . . . . . . . . . . Present

Senator Robert Z. Barbers. . . . . . . . . . . Present

Senator Rodolfo G. Biason. . . . . . . . . . . Present

Senator Noli"'■Kabayan" de Castro. . . . . . . Present

Senator Luisa "Loi" P. Eclercito Estrada. ... Present
Senator Juan M. Flavier. . . . . . . . . . . . . Present

Senator Gregorio B. Honasan. . . . . . . . . Absent

Senator Robert S. "JAWO" Javjorski. . . . . Present

Senator Panfilo M. Lacson . . . . . . . . . . . Present

Senator Loren B. Legarda . . . . . .  Present

Senator Ramon B. Magsaysay Jr. . . . . . . . . Present



Senator John H. Osmena. . . . . . . . . . . . Present

Senator Sergio R. Osrneha III. . . . . . . . . Absent

Senator Francis N. Pangilinan. . . . . . . . . '-v-
Senator Aquilino Q. Pimentel Jr. . . . . . . Absent

Senator Ralph G. Recto.. . . . .   Present

Senator' Rarnon B. Revilla. . . . . . . . . . . . Absent

Senator Vicente C. Sotto III. . . . . . . . . Present

Senator Man'uel B. Villar Jr... . . . . . . . Present

The President.............................Present

The F'resident. With .17 senators present,, there is a 
quorum.

SUSPENSION OF SESSION

Before we proceec; with the Business of the Day, with 
the permission of the Chamber, the Chair declares a one-- 
minute suspension of the. session, if there is no objection, 
in order to greet our Minority Leader a Happy Birthday! .It 
was his birthday yesterday. [There fvas none,,]

11 S ■'■f" 14 p „ iJi«

RESUMPTION OF SESSION 

fitt 4s 17 p.m.the session was resumed.

The President. The session is resumed.

The Majority Leader is recognized.

OFFICIAL. VISIT OF ST A, MARIA, ROMBLON
VICE. MAYOR DENNIS COREIN AND HIS COUNCILORS AND

SK PRESIDENT REXY MOLD ACKNOWLEDGED

Senator Legarda. Mr, . F’resident, we would like to

acknowledge the- following: Vice. Mayor Dennis Corpin and his
councilors, Lanie Tulagan, Aries Mortel , Flo land Larqueza, 
Gauden Musca, and SK F:'resident Flexy Miolo of tl-ie Office of 
the 'Sanggun.1 ang Ba'yan o'-i- S tai. I'1ar.ia , F-ccmiblon .

.The President. The visi t is so acknow 1 edged .

THE JOURNAL

Senator Legarda. Mr. F"'res i den t, I move that we dispense 
witti ttie reading of ttie Journal of August 20, 2003 and

consider it approved.

t- On official mission



The President. . Is there any objection? ['SilencBj
There being none,, the motion is approved.

Senator" Legarda. Mr". PresidentI move that we pr'oceed 
tcj the i::::eference of BusinesB.

Tfie F'resirien t „ Is there any objection? [Silence]
There being none, the motion,is approved.

T !"i e Sec r" eta r" y w j. 11 r e a d t h e F< e f e r" e i"! c e c:) f B u sins s s .

REFEFVEMCE 0Fr BUSINESS 

RESOLUTION

The Secretary. Proposed Senate Resolution No. 664, 
entitled

RESOU.JTION CALL I NO ON THE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION,

ARTS AND CULTURE TO REVIEW AND EVALUATE, THE 
ACADEMIC CURRICULUM/TRAINING OF THE 
PHILIPPINE’ MILITARY ACADEMY (PMA) IN THE 
LIGHT OF THE JULY 27 COUP ATTEMPT INVOLVING 
GRADUATES OF PMA

Inti'"oduesd by £>enator F:'angi 1 inan

The Pr"esident. Referred. to the Committees on

Education, Arts and Culture; and National Defense and 
Security

COMMITTEE REPORTS

The Secretary . Committee Report No. 265, pr'epared and 
submitted by the Ccmniittee ori F'or'eign flel a cions, on F:'ro;:.;osod 
Seriate Resolution No. 665, entitled

. RE SOI. LIT I ON CONCURRING IN THE RATIFICATION OF THE 
PROTOCOL FOR THE SUPPRESSION OF UNLAWFUL ACTS 
OF VIOLENCE AT AIRPORTS SERVING INTERNATIONAL 
CIVIL AVIATION, SUPPLEMENTARY . TO THE 
CONVENTION FOR THE SUPPRESSION OF UNLAWFUL 
ACTS AGAINST THE SAFETY OF CIVIL AVIATION

recommending its approval without amendment.

S p CD n e a r : Sena t o r Villa r J r .

T i'l e F:' I'" e s i d e n t „ T o t i i e C ale n d a !■" f o r" 0 r d i ri a r y B u c;; i n e s s



T !' i e S e c; r e t a r y „ C o m m i 11 e e F; e p o r t f4 o . 266 , fj r e p a i e c:i a rt ( 
BubfTii.tted by the Committee on Foreign Relations,, on F::'ropoBe( 
'cS e n a t e F4 e !5 o 1 t..i t i. o ri h-l (j , t> 6 , e n t i t .1. e d

RflSOUJTIOM CONCURRING IN THE RATIFICATION OF THE 
CONVENTION BETWEEN THE REPUBI...IC OF:r THE 
PH II... I PRIMES AND CZECH REP1..JBL..IC FOR THE 
AVOIDANCE OF D0L1BI...E TAXATION AND THE 
prevention OF FISCAL EVASION WITH RESPECT TO 
TAXES ON INCOME

recommending i ts approv'al without aciiendmerit»

Spon5oI" 5 Senater Vi. 11 ar Jr . ’

The President, To tlie Calendar for Ordinary Business

TTie Eiecretary „ Comm i tt<?e Re port No, 267, prepared and 
s:;.ubmi 11ed by tF ie Comfni ttee on F: or'ei. qn Re 1 a t i. on s on Propo ed
£) e n a t e R e in; o 1 i..i t i. o n N o „ 667, e n t i. 11 e (;:i

RESOLUTION CONCURRING IN THE RATIFICATION OF THE 
CONVENTION BETWEEN THE REPUBLIC OF THE

p i -I i:!.... :i: f:- f:' i n e s a n d t" f-! e f:' e o f- l e ' s ^ r e f:i !..j b l... j c o f:-

BANGl’-ADESH FOR THE AVOIDANCE OF Dn(JB!....E 
T A X A1" 10 N A !\! D 'I' H £1 F::' FT E V E FT T10 N 0 F' F- IS C A £... E V A FT i: 0!'i 
WITH RESPECT TO TAXES ON INCOME AND ITS 
PROTOCGI....

recommendanq

I •; 'i ■'

submitted by the Committee on Foreiqn Relations on . Propo

CONVENTION BETWEEN THE REPUBLIC ' OF 
F:;' !■■■! II F::' i:::':[ FT E S a N D T' FT FI !<£ IN G D 0 M 0 F::' FI W E D El N F 0 FT 1"!-! £ 
AVOIDANCE OF , DOUBLE TAXATION AND TFT:

TAXERS ON ;[!''.!C[.']£Ti:I



! in-nni 11
iuljfiii t ted by B ! ,J O ill 111 .1. t t on 1- Q i::< (51 B t i o n o n P r' o p o 'ii e d»• •• r.Vi " n )•••(

■ F;;E:SOi....UT I ON COMClJiyFdiNG IN THE RATIFICATION OF TF-iE 
AGFCIEMENT BETWEEN THE 60VERMMENT OF THE 
REPUBL..IC OF 'i HE PHIL.IPPINES AND THE

Vietnam' fof< jFiE avoidance of double taxation

AND THE PREVENTION OF FISCAL EVASION WITH 
respect TO TAXES ON INCOME

B r (j ijj fii B ri c:! 3. n g 1 'tb iprc:iVa 1 wi. 11"iout amBndmsn t r 

tor Viliar Jr,

The FMosident,, To the Calendar for Ordinary BusinssB 

additional REFERENCE OF BUSINESS 

BILLS ON FIRST READING

The Secretary, Senate Bi11 No. 2638, enti11ed 

AN ACT TO PROHIBIT PYRAMID PROMOTIONAL SCHEMES

I 1") 1: !'■ OdU BE d by Senator Estr-c da

T he i“'reo:i den 1 Refer-red t 3 t. i-ie C ommittee on Ti ■ade ■:-u-id
Cciiffift er c. e

T l-iO Sec re t'. a r y • Senate Bill Nc , 2/■39, entit It d

A IM ACT' T'O PROVIDE F'ROTISC'r I ON FROM F EH" SOI '•IAL
I N'l'P US 10 N FOR COMMERCI AL PLJRF: OSES

I !"i t Y' Od LICE d by Eienator Estra 'd a

1 I'le F-'roo; .den- rred t D the Comnii 't-tet: Just i. CE:
and Human Rights

T l'"f e Secre tary , Senate Bill Nc ! n .;L C; 4 C> n Ei i"i’t'. i, 't le d

AN ACT TO .REOUIR E CE RTA IN DI-SCLOSUF ■; E. f '■1 IN
CONNECTION WIT!- -1 ANY INTEi iNATIONAL •!EY
TFv'AN SF-'FIF’ AND FOR , OTHER PURPOE ES

I n iv. roduced by Siena'tor Estra da

1" he Pres; • den Ref V K" f 0 r;| to the COffllTll -t L.E r::i on ■Ban! : 0 ". n

lr i n a n c ial I ri s t i tut ions and C u r"e n c; i es



The Secretary» Senate Bill Mo, 2641, entitled

AN ACT TO F:'ROVIDE EDUCATIONAL 01:-'i:::'0!::mJMITIES . FOF< 
DISADVANTAGED CHILDFI'EM, AND FOR OTHER 
F'1JRF:'0SES

Introduced by Senator Estrada

The F:'resident, F:;ef erred to the Committees on

El d u c a t i o n , Arts a n c:! C u 11 u r" e ; Y o u t Fi,, W o m e ri and Fr a m i 1 y 
Relations; Ways and Means; and Finance

The Secretary, Senate Bill No. 2642, entitled

AN ACT TO FURTHER STRENGTHEN THE YOUTH DEVELOPMENT 
PROGRAM BY CREATING LOCAL YOUTH DEVELOPMENT 
councils in EVERY CITY AND NUNCIPAL ITY AND 
APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR

Introduced by Senator Els trad a

The F:‘resident. Fief erred to the' Commi'C'Tees:- on You 'fc h, 
Women and Framily !::le 1 a'tions; Flocial Justice, Welfare and 
Plural Developmerrt; Ways and Meansi; and F'inance

T i"i e S> e c r eta r" y , S e ri ate B i. 1 1 N o 2643 , e rrc i. 't 1 e d

AN ACT PROVIDING MECHANISM IN COMPULSORILY 
REPRODUCING UNAVAILABLE PRESCRIBED BOOKS AND 
PRINTED MATERIALS FOR SCflOOL AND UNIVERSITY 
USE AND FOR OTF-IER FdJRF'OSES

Introduced by Senator Lacson

The 'President. Referred 'To the Commit'Tees on Trade and 
Commei'“ ce ; arid Ed u’ca't ioi"i, Ar" ts and Cu 11u i'"e

The Secretary . Elen ate Bill No, 2644, entitled

AN ACT PROVIDING FOR THE PROTECTION, PRESERVATION 
AND RESTORATION OF CINEMATIC FILMS BY THE 
FILM DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL.,, ESTABLISHING THE 
NATIONAL FILM -REGISTRY FOR THE' PURPOSE, 
PROVIDING FUNDS THEREFOR, AND FOR OTHER 
PURPOSES

Introduced by Senator De Castro

The F'resident, Fief erred to the Committees on F:'ublic 
Ii'iforma'tioi'i and Mass Media; Education, Ai'"ts and Culture; arid 
Finance



!::<i:i30LUTI ON

The Secretary. Proposed, Senate Itesolution Mo» 670,

entitled

R E S 01.. L.I T10 N C 0IIM E N DIN G T H E 0IJ T S T A M DI Id G T E A C H E R S 01::- 
200 3

Introduced by Senator Greta

The F'reel dent. Fief erred to the Committee ori Rules

COMMITTEE REPORT

The Secretary,, Committee F?eport No,, 270 prepared and 
submitted by the Committees on Labor, Employment and Human 
Resources Development; and Finance on Senate Bill No. 2645 
with Senators Drilon, Leqarda, Revilla and Villar Jr. as 
autJiors ti")ei'eof , entitled

AN ACT STRENGTHENING FURTHER AND BROADENING THE 
COVERAGE OF THE SPECIAL PROGRAM FOR 
EMPLOYMENT OF STUDENTS,. AMENDING FOR THE 
PURPOSE CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF REPUBLIC ACT 
NO. 7323, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

i- e c:: o m m e n d i. n g i t a p* p r o v a 1 :i. n u b s> t i. t t i o n o f S; o r i ate B i 1 1 
Nos. 436 and 667, taking into consideration House Bill No. 
4300...

S p)DRsor ; Senator FIevi. I 1 a

The F'resident. To the Calendar for Ordinary Business 

The Majority Leader is recognized.

MOTION OF SENATOR LEGARDA
( F' i..t r- is Li a n t t o FI i..t 1 e X ?ction 15 of the

/?t.f./(ss;i Senator Lac son ' s Pr'i vi 1 eqe 
Speech Be Fief erred to tiae Blue Flibbon 

Committee Primarily and Secondarily to 
t he CDIIIm i 11 ees on Con s::. t i. ti..i t i on a 1 Amen d men t , 
Flevision of Codes and Laws; Banks, F^inanciai 

I n E t i. t Li t i o n s a n d C u r r e n c: i. e )

Senator Legarda. I would just like to make of record, 
Mr . F'resi.dent, tF'le r"esu 11s of the Commi,11ee on F:Iulei;; meeti.ng 
Field last week;; The pirivilege speecii of Elen a tor .L..acson was 
i'" e f e!" i'“ e d to t Fi e Blue FI i t j i::) n Committee at Fie pi r i. m a i'" y 
c o m m i. 11 e e ;; a n d a is s e c:: o I'l d a r y o m m i. 11 e e , t la e C e m m i t tee on 
Constitutional Amendments, Flevision of Codes and Laws; and 
as the t laird committee, the Committee on Banks, F:'inancial



Institutions and Currencies pursuant to Ru1e . X 5 Section 15 
of the. Rules of the Senate and cognizant of the fact that 
the c o n tents o f 11 "i e s p ee ch an d in ter pe i latio n s i n deed f a 1 1 
!..i n d e r the j u r i. d i. c t i o n o f t h e 11’ i r e e c: o ni in i. 11 e e s „ J t..t is t f o r 
t! io Record.:

The !“'resident „ There is a motion that the matter of 
the privilege speech of Senator Lacson be referred to the 
Committee on Constitutional Amendments,, ifevision of Codes 
and Laws as the secondary committee together .with the 
Committee on Banks:-, ir inane ial Ins;-titutions and Currenciesi 
a-1 si-o as secondary cofrimittee., as recommended by the Cofnniittee 
on Flules:- whicli has:- met on this; points

Is there any objection? [ 
motion is; approved.

S.i Ienc:e3 Ther'o be;mg riorie , the

BIL-L ON THIRD READING 
S. No. 2501—Mount Apo Protected 

Area Act of 2003

Senator Legarda. Mr,, Pres;ident, I move that we vote 
Third Reading on Senate Bill Mo,, 2501,, Copies of the bi 
were dis;tributed to the members; on Augus;t 25, 2003,

in

T in e P !“• e s i. d e n t „ I s; t ki e r e a n y o I::j j e c t i. o n ? [ Si 1 en c:e J 
There being none, voting on Third Reading on Senate Bill No. 
2 501 i s; n o w i. n o r d e: ■,

ESenator Legarda,. We are in receipt of the

certification from the Office of the President,, I ask that 
the Eiecretary read the certif ication ,

The Pres;iden t.»

certification„

The E>ecretary „

The S e c 1'" eta r y w i. 11 r" e at:; trie

June () o.

HON. FRANKLIN M. DRILON 
Senate I-'e s i d e n t 
i:::' iii 1 i. p p i. n e £>o n ate 
GSIS Comple>:, F:'asay Cit



Dear £.' e n a t*. e Presiide ri t. D r i. 1 on s

Pu r;;;; uar t to 1 .he p rcivisions of f ■ir t i c:: 1 e
Secti on 26 ( 2) of the C o ri s t i t u t i o n , I he

cert a t y to the' necei;;;sity of the immod

enact merit o f SB No. 2501 , entitled;;

"AN 1"'! ■■ ESTAB ...I SHI MG MOL.! NT AF:0 L DC :ated
IIM THE MLJMIC I PAL I 'TIES OF MAG PE T AND

I'iAK I LAL A AND C ITY L F KIDAPAWAN, PF OL' I MCE
0i:r JOT 13ATO, IN T ME MUNICIPAL IT :e S OF

BANS At. AN AND STA. CRUZ AND Cl T 'v OF"'

DI GOS, PROVINCE OF DAVAO DEL SUR, H I''1ID IN
T'HE CI ■ Y OF DAVAO, AS A PROTECTE 0 AREA

UNDiER ■ HE CAT:IGORY OF NAT!.JRAL PA ■JK AND

I T'S F'E tIPHERAl .. AREAS AS BUFFER ZONES,

PROV IDI NO l:-"0R ITS MANAGEMENT, AND FOfJ

OTHE p IJRPOSES
n

due to the c i. t. i. ca 1 order of prot e c t i. ri g
main t a i n i ng the unique biological re'S< :)ur ces
Mo!..in t Apo i' \s well as its aesthetic. econo

c;u 1 tu ra 1 and eco1og i ca 1 importance.

and

Best regards.,

V e r y t r u 3. y y c:; u V" si,

(Sgd,) (3].Dria Macapaqal Arroyo

E:3ncl ,, a/Ei

Cc: Hon,, Jose C. de Venecia, Jr „
S p e a k e r
Houe of F:;o|jreen tati ve!s .

Quezon City

The ■ F:'res;-i dent, We is ha 11 new vote on the bill and th;

Secretary will call the roll,

i f 'l 6/ E! e c. r e t b. r y , S e n t. o r s;-

Angara. . . . . . . . .   Yes

Aquino-Oreta Yes

Arroyo ............................
BarbersYes

Blazon. . . . .  , . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

De Castro. . . . . . '. . . . . . .  . . . . . . Yes

FI avier. . . . .  Yes

Honasan

J Bi. w.i D r B k 1 « Y e is
Lacson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . '. . . Yes
Legarda.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Yes

10



Osmeria (J )
Osmeria (S) „

F:'angi. 1 in an „ . . 
F'imentel „ „ „ „ 
Recto, ........
Revilla ..

Sot to III ,, , , 
V i. 1 1 a r
The F"'resident

r t/i;:-

Yes

approval OF" S, MO, 2501 OM THIRD READING

Tl'ie r-'res id on t. i t I'l .15 affirmative votes, no negative 
vote, and no abstention. Senate Bill No, 2501 is approved on 
Tl'iird Reading,

RFICOMSI DERATION OF APPROVAL OF 
S', , 2 S OM SE::.CuNL> F(i”.ADI NO

Senator Legarda, Mr, President,, I move that we

reconsider the approval on Second Reading of Senate Bill No, 
2636,, "An Act Declaring August 21 of Every Year as Beniqno 
'Ninoy' S, Aquino, Jr, Day, a Special NonworF^ing Holiday, 
and for Otlier F'urposes,"

We already approved it on tJecond F:;eadinq, I believe 
there are some amendments on the name or tine title, I move 

lat its approval on Second Pleading be re con v:-i her £s:;i.

The F'resi-iden t „ T tie re is a motion by tfie Majority

Leader that the approval on Second Reading of Senate Bill 
Ft::), 2636 be reconsidered in order to introduce certain

amendments.

May I |;now ttie pj lea sure of Sen, Teres:-a Aquino-Oreta?

E>enator Greta, Mr, r rosiident, I lio-ard tlie Majority
Leader s:ay sometFiing like Benigno S, 'Ninoy',,,,,,

Senator Legarda , Beri iqno ' Ninoy ' S , Aqui.no ? J r , Tha t.
was the title here.

The Presi-ident. Can we firsit appirove the motion to 
reconsider?

Is tl'ie re any objection to 'tl'ie mo't ion'? [ SlleriCG ] . There
being none, tl'ie motion is approved.

We now pjr oceed to ttie p)eriod of amendiiien ts),

.1.1



Of<ETA AriEMDMEENT

Senator Oreta. Mr. President, if we can amend the 
name to just say NINOY AQUINO DAY, Because if we make it 
Benigno 'Ninoy', et cetera, there are two- Benigno Aquinos, 
One senior and one junior. Sometimes if we fail to put the 
"senior", since this is really for a Benigno S. Aquino, Jr. 
p a r t i c u 1 a r 1 y , the n fn ay be if we can j u s t d o away w i. t li t h e 
"Benigno" and make it NINOY, Anyway, he was known all over 
with tl'iat nickname. Even in Harvard, they usied to call him 
that.

So , can we j st reconsider i. t as NINOY AQUINO DAY ,

The President, So that the motion is to replace the 
name Benigno 'Ninoy' £3, Aquino, Jr, whenever it appears in 
the measure, into NINOY AQUINO,

Senator Oreta, Yes, Mr, President,

The President. Is there any objection'? [Silence]
There being none, the amendment is approved.

APPROVAL. OF S, NO, 2636 ON SECOND READING

Senator Legarda, Mr, F'resident, I therefore move that 
we vote on Second Ifeadinq on Senate Bill No, 2636, as 
amended,

ThB Pre.ident, Is;:- there any obj ecti.on?

S e n a t. o r M a g s a y a y , M r , P! ~ e i d e n t,

The r-'resident „ Senator Mag say say is recognized.

Senator Mag say s>ay, Did I hear it right that this is a 
nonworkinq national holiday'?

The F'resident. Yes, a non working national holiday.

That is correct.

Senator Magsaysey, I thought there was; a provi.s;ion

there that it is just for the province of Tarlac as 
nonworking,

Siena tor Legarda, That was one of the measures

considered. But there were two or three resolutions which 
were filed.

SJenator Magsaysay, 
holiday.

Sio this is national nonworkinq



Senator Legarda. This was discussed last week.

The President. Yes, that is correct. That was the
amendment on the FIoor.

Senator liagsaysay . Thank you, Mr, F'res a dent.

The President. We shall now vote on Second Reading on 
Senate Bill No, 2636,.as amended.

As many as are in favor of the bill, say aye.

S e V e I'" a 1 M e m b e rt:? „

The President. As many as are against, say nay. 
[Silence]

Senate Bill No. 2636, as amended, is approved on Second 
Readinci.

SUSPENSION OF CONSIDERATION OF S, NO. 2636

EJenator Legarda. I move tliat we e;lispend conssideration 
of Senate Bill No. 2636, Mr, President.

The President. Is there any objection? CSilenceJ 
There being none, the motion is approved.

SUSPENSION OF SESSION

Senator Legarda. I move that we suspend the session 
for one minute to allov-J the Chair, the F:'resident of the 
Senate, to sponsor the Dual Citizenship bill.

The President. The session is suspended for one 
minute,, if there is no objection. C There was none. J

It was 4"^0 p.m.

RESUMPTION OF SESSION

Pi t 4 s 31. p. ,, , the session was reBumBd i-./.ith the Hon,
Juan /'/. F'Javier, F'resident Pro Temporepresiding.

The President F'ro Tempore, The session is r-esumod,

1



COMF'EE'FsEIMCIE COHHITTEEI REPO Err ON S. NO, 2130/H, NO, 4720 
(Dual Citizenship Act of 2002)

Senator Legarda. Nr. President, we are in receipt of 
the Conference Committee Report on the disagreeing 
provisions of Esenate Bill No, 2130 and House Bill No, 4720 
of I i; he C i. t i. z en sh-hi p Retenti.on Ac t.

I ask • that we recognize the sponsor of the measure. 
Senate President Drilon, to present the report,

T he Pr es i cl en t Pr o Tem po re . Sen ate Pres i d en t Fran k 1 i n
11. Drilon is recognized.

REPORT OF SENATOR DRILON

Senator Drilon, Nr. F:'residen t, as Chairman of tFie 
Senate contingent to the Conference' Committee Report on the 
disagreeing provisions of Elen ate Bill Mo. 2130 and Hciuse 
Bill No. 4720, I am pleased to report to this Chamber that 
the Conference Committee, after having met and discussed the 
said bills in a conference last August lEl, 2003, had agreed 
on a reconciled version erf the Citizensihip Retenticjn and 
Reacquisition Act'of 2003.

T h i s iTiBBBu r e , N r , F' i-es i. d eri t, V'H. 1 1 all ow d a ti.i i'':a 1 fc;a rri 
citizens erf- the Philippines upon subscribing to. an oath of 
allegiance? to the F<epubl ic: to retain or reacquire their

Philippine citizenship concurrently with another 
citizenship.

I r’i 1 e s e:- t l i a I'l t h r e e l"i a u r" is o f d e 1 i. !::> e r a t i. r'l s , M r , 
P I'"es iden t, t he con f eren ce comm i. 11ee , us i ng pr i ma r i 1 y t he 
Elen ate versi on as the working draft, agreed on the 
following;!

1. Electicjn 1 of the E>enate version was amended by

changing the^ year ''2002'' to ''2003'' and was adopted as

Section 1 of the reconciled versic?n,

2. A new Declaration of F'cjlicy was adopted as Section 2 
of the reconciled version, which reads as follows;

.'' SEC. 2. Declaration of Pol icy, - It is

iieretiy declared tl'ie pc? 1 icy oi the state tkiat all 
f:'hi 1 ippine citizens'who become citizens of another 
country shall !::?e deemed not to have lost their

Phi 1ippine citizenship under the conditions of 
t f'l i. is A c't. ' '
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3. On the Retention of Philippine Citizenship, Section 
3 of the Senate version was adopted .as Section 3 of the 
reconciled version and was modified to read as follows:

Sf"C,, 3, Rete/nt ion of Philippi n o
Citizenship^ - Any prevision of law to the

con trary notwi thistanding , natura 1 born ci tizens of
111 e P li i. 1 i p p j. n e s w I'i o a v e 1 o !e t she i i'" F:' li i 1 i. p p i. n e 
citizenship by reason of their naturalization as 
citizens of a foreign country are hereby deemed to 
have reacquired i:::'hi 1 ippine citizenship upon taping 
t f 1 e f o 1 I o w i. i"i q a a t i t ct f a 1 legia n c e t o t I t e f::; e p u b 1 i. < ;;

" I ,_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ , solemnly

s w e a r ( o r a f f i r m) t hi a t .1 w i 1 1 s u p p o r t
and defend the Constitution of the 
Republic of the Philippines and obey the 
laws and legal orders promulgated by the 
duly constituted authorities of the 

, F' h i. 1 i p p i n e <3 , a n d I it e r e? try d e c 1 are t ft a t I 
recognize and accept the supreme 
a t..i t it D r i t y of the F' h i. 1 i. ftt p i n e !5 a n d v-j i. 1 1 
maintain true faith and allegiance 
thereto,, and that I impose this;; 
o b 1 i. g a t i o n u p o n m yself vol u n t.a r i 1 y
wi. tf"IDi..!t menta 1 reservati.on or purpoe;e of

Natural-born’ citizens of the F;'hi 1 i p pines who, 
after the effectivity of this Act, become citizens 
of a foreign country sha]1 retain their Philippine 
citizenship upon taking the aforesaid oath,''

4, Ejection 4 of the ESenate vension on Derivative

Citizenship was adopted as Section 4 of the reconciled 
version,

5. The section on I rrevocabi1ity of Renunciation was 
deleted as being not necessary,

6, Section 6 of the Senate vers; ion on Civil and

Political FF;ights and Liabilities was adopted as Section 5 
of the reconciled version with the following modification!;:;-;

a. In Section '5( 1 ) , the phrase REFPUBL.IC ACT MO, 9189, 
OTHEdyWISE KNOWN AS ' ' THE OVEliSEAS ABSENTEE VOTINB ACT OF 
2003'' was inserted after the word ''Constitution'',

This; means, Mr. President, that before the dual citizen 
can exercise the right to. vote, he must comply with the 
pi"o V j. Evions of the Overseas At:5s;;entee Voting Act, including 
tlie e/:ecution of the; affidavit which states tliat the dual



citizen intends to return to the Phi 1ippines within three 
(3) years af ter the election of !iay 2004»

While admittedly this provision has been a disincentive
to the immigrants who are concerned-. that statement under
oath of this nature would endanger their immigrant status in
their place of adopted residence. -such fear would not be

present in the case of dual citizens because dual citizens 
can reside anywhere without their s;.econd citizenship, or the 
c: i t i z e n s:- h i f:j cj f 111 e i. r a d o p t e d 1 a n d ti e i. n g i rt d a n g e r o f t;> e i n g
revoked ,,

I n o t I’l e i- w o r d , t ti e d u a 1 c i. t i. z e n c a n m o v e a r o n d
without any problem as to residence requirement which is

impDSed on immigrants;, of the country whicit he has:- adopted as:-
his legal residence., So that this provision will not serve 
as a dj-s>incen live i:o dual citizens; as; it is; a dis;incentive 
to the immigrants, .particularly those in the United States.

!:.(n In the s;ame s;ubs;ecticjn , the word 0T,H,ER vjas; inserted 
between the conjunction ''and'' and the word' '' e;;is;ting '' ;

c. In Ejection 5(3) , after' the word ''Those'' , the
pl'irase ' ' e 1 ected sjr'' was deleted;

d » T n Section 5(4), the word '' res;ume was; deleted;

e, , In the s;ame subs;ection, the prepos;ition ''of'' after 
the wor'd ''practice'' was deleted; and

f. In the s;ame s;ubs;ection, the phrase ''first re

apply'' was; replaced wi'th the word AF-F-'LY;

7„ The s;ec'tic:'n on Ffules: and P'equl a't ions; was; deleted;

S. The Separabi 1 i ty , Fie pea 1 ;i ng and Effectivity Claus;es; 
of the Senate version were adopted as Sections S, 7 and <3, 
r e s; f:; e c c J. v e 1 y , o f '(' 11 e r' e c o n <::: i. 1 e d v e r s; i o ri „

F'inally, the title of the E'en a to vers; ion was; adopted as; 
ttie title of ti'te reconciled version,. It now reads;

AM. ACT MAKING THE CITIZENSHIP OF- PHILIPPINE 
CITIZENS WHO ACQUIRE FOREIGN CITIZENSHIP 
PERMANENT, AMENDING FOR THE PURPOSE 
COMMONWEALTH ACT NO, 63, AS AMENDED, AND FOR 

• OTHER PURPOSES

Mr, President, Commonwea 1 th Act No, 63, which was; 
.enacted in 1936, should now be amended to allow Filipinos 
abroad the opportunity to prog res; s; economically and s;ocially 
in 'their adcjpted countries wittiout being placed under the 
pain of being s; tripped of ti'ieir" Pi'iilippine ci tizens;tiip once
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they become naturalized citizens .of other countries and in 
the process be considered aliens in their own honieland.

Mr, President,, it is not unknown to us that a 
substantial majority of our countrymen working or living 
abroad were compelled to adopt foreign citizenship because
of economic necessity to be able to have a decent and

comfortable li. fe for them and their family which tfte 
Phi1ippines cannot as yet guarantee and provide to all.

Despite their acquisition of foreign, citizenship, their, 
ontinued allegiance to the F:'hi 1 i ppines is demons; t rated by 
heir having maintained links to their homeland. There is 

no doubt that our countrymen abroad remain i::ri 1 ipinos in 
heart and mind and wherever they are arid whatever other 
citizenship they may have, they will always'remain Fi1ipinos 
to us;, to others; and to thems;el ves; „ Once a Filipino, always;, 
a F .i. 1 i f j i n o

It is therefore my honor" and privilege, Mr, F:'res;ident, 
to ask our colleagues and this Chamber to approve the 
Conference Committee F^eport on the disagreeing provis;ions of 
Senate Bill Mo. 2130 and House Bill Wo. 4720.

We s;ubmit, Mr, Pres;ident,

The President Pro Tempore. Thank you.

Senator Flee to raises his; hand; after him, Senator Sotto 
will be recognized.

Sen, Ralph G. Recto is; recognized,

£!enator F<ec::to. Thank you, Mr, Pres;;t dent,

Would the s pons; or be willing to ansiwer jus;t a few 
q u B s t i o n s , M r- „ fr e s i d e n t ?

Senator Dr i Ion, It is; my pleas;ure, Mr. F:'res; i dent „

Senator Recto, Mr. F're si dent, would this; bill now allow 
dual citizens; to run for members of Congress?

Senator Drilon. If I recall the pre;vis;ions; of . the 
Constitution correctly, members of Congress must be natural- 
born c i. t i z e n s; o f t F i e F' F t i. 1 i p p i. n e s;,

My view is; that they are no longer cons;idered natural- 
born considering that they reacquired their citizenship 
through the law and upon taking the oath of allegiance.

Senator. F:;ec to, So, that would mean that even the 
Constitution provides; for other rules if one were to run for

17



ffiayor or govern or compared to a congressman,, senator 
president or president.

vx ce

Senator Dr i Ion. I think the lav-j on local government is 
governed by the Local Government Code and the Local 
Government Code does not require a natural-born citizen for 
purposes of qualification. Therefore;, a citizen who acquired 
his;, citiizensl'ii.p under tlie propo'sed measi-ure would be? eligible? 
to run. But let ms place on record that the said dual 
citizen is; rec:juired tc; give up the other ci ti zensdii p „ The 
other citizenship musst be given gp before he can be eligible 
to run for that 1 ocai pos;ition.

Senator fiec Lo. He gives up the citizens;-hip by the oath 
of allegiance,

Siena tor Dr i Ion. No, there is; a specific 'provision in 
the measure, I would refer the gentleman to Section 5, 
paragraph (2),, which reads;;

Thos;e s;eekinq elective public office in the 
P1 •)i. 1 i ppines; hall inee i: 'the qua 1 i f i ca t ions; f or
holding s;uch public office as; required by the 
Cons;ti tution and e >: i s t i n g laws and, at the time of 
the filing, of the certifica'te of candidacy, make a 
personal and s;worn renunciation of any and all 
foreign c:i ti zens;hi p ' before any public officer 
authorized to admin is; ter the oath,

•Siena tor Flee to. Is; tha't renunciation of a foreign

ci'Li zensi'ii p l-iere in the F:'hi 1 i ppiness?

Si e ri a t o i- D ! '• i 1 o n , T I'l a’t i s; c: o r r e c: 't. „

Siena tor Flee to. But not abroad. So, what that actually 
means; is that he may still be carrying a passport from a 
foreign land? Will fie be re?quired to s;ur render that

pass; port?

Siena t o r Di 1 o n , T !'i a t in a '1: t e r c:> f s; i.i r r e n d e r i n g t i'i e
passport will be governed by the laws of the other country.

Senator Recto, F:'recis;ely, that is; my point, Sio,, my 
point is that he could have the best of both worlds?. Meaning 
to s;ay , Fie may now run f c; r p u. b 1 i c office in t hs? F-'hi 1 i p pines;, 
if he. is a U.S. citizen, he can s.ti 11 retain a U, S. passport 
wi'tlioi..!t no't having to give Sinat up. If fie los;es; in an 
election, he may just go back to tlie United States? or travel 
vjitl'i I'li s; Ameri r:an pas:;s;;pqr•(:.

Siena'for Drilon, Tha'L may be so becausse we canno't. govern 
t I'l e c o ri d Li c t c:; 'f 'h! i e ft mo r i c a n g o v e r r'l (n e ri t,

Siena tor Recto. Yes?, I understand the point,
i.e



Senator" Dr"i 1 on . Bt..(t ao tar" as our jur'i.bc!i,ction i.b 
concBrned , he has a 1 ready renounced hi.s f oreign ci tizenship .

S e n a t o r" R e c t o „ Y e e .

Senator Drilon, So that it would really depend on the 
laws of the adopted country,, whether such- renunciation, is 
valid or not, Maybe in the United States, or maybe in one 
country, it is valid, and in another country, it is not 
valid, ■ But tl'tat i.B a matter which would be governed by the 
laws of the other country,

S BI i a t o r R e t;; t o , I u ri d e r" b t a i"i d , M r-, F' r e i. d e ri t.

I am just concerned about cer'tain pOBsible Belfish 
interoBt that one would run for public office in the

F'hi 1 ippines, later, possibly, winning and serving. After his 
term expires or if he is defeated, then he just leaves the 
F' !"i i. 1 i. p p i n e b a n d g o e j:;- t o |- i i b o t ti e r f o r e i. g ri c o u n t r y ,

S e n a t o r D r" i. 1 o n , F' r” e c;: i se:.-.l y ,. i n a ri elec t i. o n , M r".,

President, I would like to think that the other" candidate 
will e;:pose. all of these poBsi bi 1 i ties, , And if the

e 1 ectorate, never" the 1 ess r would vote for that candidate, 
then that is the. will of the people.

Fieri a tor Itecto, Yes. What I was looking for in the bill, 
Mr, President, was to be categorical especially insiofar" as 
running for public: office is concerned with regard tc::' the

constitutional provisions of n a tu ra 1 •■■••born citizens for

members of Congress;, to run for" vice pres:!dent or" president. 
We could have, in effect,’ a president of this country who 
may be holdJ.ng a U.S, pas;.s;.port as;, well becai isc? we ai- e not

a s k i. n q i"i i. m t (;;; s> i..i r r" e n <.;i e r h i s> IJ. S , p a s s p o r t,

Senate:'!'" Drilon, In the firs;.t pjlae:e, we cannot ask them 
to ssur render their for"eign passssport because that iss a 
property of a foreign government. Second, as far as 
qualification!;;: of natur"a 1-•-born under" the Constitution is;,

concerned, there is;, jurisprudence which says that ''natural •- 
born means being a ci tizen, at the time of birth'. In this 
parti Ci.! ] ar cac:e , they become t;:i. ti. zen<;;;. by vi r"tue of thoi r 
having taken an oath of allegiance by vir"tue of this 
provision of this Act.

Senator Recto, I have no further questions, Mr, 
President, I just wanted to put on record my observations 
and like 1 said, I was hoping that there would be a 
categorical statement in some of the pr'ovisions here that 
would clearly—-I do not mind giving economic and other 
|;;i o 1 i. t i c a 1 r i g h t is t o d i..i a ,1 c i t i. z e n s , b ti t I 111 i n k i. t may ti e 
unwi.s:e to allow dual citizens;;., to hold public office,.



T I 'l a n k y o u v e r y <n i..i c h .

Senator Dri Ion. Well, we respect the views of 
gentleman from Batangas, Mr. President. I believe that ! 
national interest is duly protected in this measure.

ne

he

The F-'resident Pro Tempore 
recognized.

TI "i e 1V1 i n o i'" i t y 1.. e1 a d e i'" 1.

£J e n a t o r S o 11 o . T' f i a n k y o u , k! r , F::' r e s;- i d e n t,

Senator DriIon, 
Minority Leader,

t h pleat..i r e , M r . F' r e s> ident, t c:; t h

Sen a to r' So tto. Yes I w:i 1 1 tie> firs to pioin t. out theit
.[ am a rfiem her of tlie B:L came'ra 1 Con fereni Committee, an d I
wi 1 1 help t,o, 1 ikewisB, p 1 a t:e Dfi re cord the■:■? fact t hat I Vi B.5

there at t lie s tai'"t|I but towai:'-ds tile end o i the Bicame' i'" a1 1
Con f erence Cornr;littee' F:;e port T e;-i cused mlys e 1 f a n d to 1 d tti B
S e n a te F-'res iden t about i ■1:,

Mow,, a s; I was glean i. n g thi-oug h the rfern mi tt,ee R:eport, rr}

attention i'] a s cattracted by the fac t tha t al 1 the sen atQ r'S
who were membie r o f the Bi camera! Conf ereri ce Commit tc•e
signed tl'ie Bicameral Con ■f e r 0n c Ve CommI ittee Fve po r t, But ther■0

are a numbev r o 1' congressmen w 1 ID did not. And I c OLint oi r {e n

t4v o and tl'ir ee m embers of the House c;:oun te rp.a 1-1 who dissen te'd
f rof!'! t !"((■/ B:L came:?ral Conf eren <le Commi tte'e Fie po r i I was n c;;! r
present dur" .1 n q that tim1 e a n d I won 1 d 1 i ke to knoi what •j

ti'ie disseni: i n g issue hi'"oug 1 rt out Ijy tile 1:;:-1e me?mber■s of ttlO

i"!ouse of Rspr■esen fcati.\/es- u J ust for the i" e cor d J Mr
Pres i.den t, I tl ■| .1 n k a n e p 1 a n a"tion !lowart;1 ' its effect is •} n
orde !'■ ,

c) e fi a t ci r Di i. 1 o n „ Thos e W ho signe d i n i c:lent, Mr „
P res iden t, were not preisen t 1 r i n g the B i am oral C on fereri c e
Comm ittee (lelilj(z I'- a t i. on s n Fhen-e weere t liriae w lio indica te■d
thei r dissp■in t.. There i'/j e {'" e i:2 D1- a maj o 1- ity (;:* t the Hous• e
C'On t ingen t Wl'lO gave thei l- CO n Cl,.irrenc r;.v n

•In ro|11 y to the c:juest:ion of the jvj -j j1D r j. ty I...eader I
cou 1 d only cite' what is w r 1 iateTi -in the rep<ji-t. Congressma,n
D i 1 an g a 1en said , "This Act i. 1:5 unconsti tlLit:Loha 1 , ' And th
same import *! t lie disE€an t of Cong 1 '■'essmian Zamora alleqedl y
the bill is unconstituti onal "

Senato r £lo tto, I s ee„ St1 they i.\t e e n(ot t here and t hey
d i. d I'l D t pa t i. .ipate in the' d £el ibera 11 on O f 'the Bicamera 1
Conf eren ce Cornrn ittee Repo r t,

Will t Ft e d i s t i n g u i. s In e d is p o n s o r , C Fi a i. r o f t F"i e S e n ate 
part of the Bicameral Conference Committee, yield for just 
some clarifications?
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£J e r I a t c: j r D r ■ i. 1 o n ,, M o , lYl r . F' res i d e n t

Senator Sotton 
F'resident.

Just one final point here, Mr.

May we spread into the !R score! again tiie need to 
incorporate the oath of allegiance?

Sjenator Drilon, The incorporation of the oath of 
allegiance was upon the represen tation and motion of the 
House contingent in order to determine who, indeed, have 
reacqui red their cl tisenship under this .. Act. Because as 
against the Senate version which automatically granted dual 
ci ti censlii p , the' House con tiriqen't irisis ted , 'that there 
should be an oath of allegiance as they are no longer 
ctizens;;. of tfle F:'F'li 1 ippirie.

Son a to i'- Sot to. And 'this oath was taken ■ from ,

Senator Drilon, This oath was taken, I think, from the 
natur'al ization law although on a revised basis.

Senator Sot'to. This is not a word for word,,,.

Senator Drilon, Mo, It is not a word--f or-word 
repetition of the Naturalization Act,

Eiei"i atc) r So't'to , 1 bee , ! i "iak y oi..i, ivl r , F’ r e1 d en t, ! f "ia t 
is all, I register my concurrence with the. motion of the 
S e n ate F' e i:;;- i. d e n't,

£5 e ri a t o r A r r o y o , M r", P r e s i. d e n t,

The President F’ro Tempore, Sen, Joker f"', Arroyo is 
recognized. After that, Sen. Edgardo J, Angara.

Senator Arroyo, Will the Senate President yield?

Sen a to r Dr i 1 or'l, My pleast..i r-e , ivlr , l:::' res i. den t,

Senator Arroyo. May I just be clarified, Mr,

F' rei deri t. A c h i 1 d b(zi'-n i. n t he United States o f fi 1 i f:; i r'lo 
parents is by Amer'ican law a U,S, citizer'i and by Ffii 1 ippine 
law a Fi1ipino citizen,

Sena tor Dr i. 1 ori, TT'iat i.B c::or rec t, Mr. F'resids/n t, E'ven 
without this law, the child mentioned by the gentleman from 
B io 1 11 a s a 1 r e a d y a d u a 1 c i. t i z e n s;; 1 "i i, p „

S e n a t o r A r " r o y o , S o , that p a r t i. c u 1 a r c h i. 1 d !;:) o r n o f b o t h 
mother and father who may be now U.S. citizens do not have 
t o d o a n y p o s i t .i v e a c t ?
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S e n B. t o r D r i 1 o n , T l i a t i. b c o r r e r: t b e c a u b d u !■ '

C o n t i t t..i t i o n i'" e c o g n i. z e s that c:: h i. 1 d a a lr i 1 i |::> i. n o c i t i z e ri , 
in fact, i.B a natura 1---born f-ili,pino citizen. But bince the 
child was born in the United States-, he or she is also 
considered an Arne ri can ca. tizen. That is the classic case, 
Mr, F'resident, of Manzana vs „ Nzndaza where the Supreme 
Court recognized dual citizenship as being allowed under 
c:) u 1" C D n j:;-1 i t u t i o rt

In that particular case, Manzano, who was a vice 
mayoralty candidate in Makati, was shown to have been born 
in the United States of Filipj.no parents. The Supreme 
Court ri.iled that Mr. Manzano is qualified to run as vice 
mayor ot Makati.

Senator Arroyo, Even if he did not elect Filipino

citizenship when he became IS years old?

.Sena t o r D r i. 1 o n , E v e n i f h e d i. d ri o t elect F;' i. 1 i. p i n o
ci. t i. zenstii. p . T! ia t i. tj cc:)r rec t, Mi" , F-’i'_esiden tT|■^e paren ts 
were citizens of tFie Prti 1 i ppines and, ttieref ore, under tine 
Constitution, at tine time ine was born, he was already a 
in a t u I'" a 1 - - fc) o r n F i. 1 i. fj i. n o „

Tile fact that they are immigrants is not material, Mr,

President, because immigrant would only affect tine

residents, not the nationality,

SJ e n a t o r A r r o y o „ A I 'l o t i i e r c:| u e s t i o n , M i"', F:' r e s i d e n t,

Come tine 2004 elections, if we adopt tFiis bill, all 
those Fi 1 ipinos wino reacquire F:’ini 1 ippine citizenship by 
virtue of tin is bill can vote for I"'res. Gloria Macapagal 
Arroyo throng In tine Absentee Voting Law, and come Mo v ember' 
also vote for" F:’resident Busin tor president of tine United 
States, Will tFiat be the pi ctur'e? I WDi.!ld like to be 
c 1 a r i f j. e d o r i t in a t.

senator 
"esident.

I) r i. 1 c:in wicin one exception, Mr.

F:'irst, tfiey must qualify under" our Constitution and 
they must execute tine affidavit.

Second, they, must not be a candidate for or occupying 
any public office in tine, country of w ini oh they are 
n a t i.i I'" a 1 i. z e d c: i. t j. z e n s ,

Senator' Arroyo. Meaniiiq, let us say, in the United



E>enator Dr i Ion,, In the United States cr in the active 
service as a commissioned or noncommissioned officer of the 
armed forces.

Sena tor Ar roy a . So ,, re.t i red of f i. cers a re no t covered
by that?

cJ e n a t o i'" D r" i. 1 o n F:; e t i. r e d o f f i c e r b c a n v o t e , E c: e p t f c:) r 
those exclusions, the answer is in tlie affirmative, Mr. 
F:'resident.

Senator Arroyo. I wish to tF;ank the gentleman,, Mr.

President. We just wanted to be clarified on that.

Sen a to r An g a r a . lir . P res i d en t.

r he eB1 d en t F'' ro i eni po re. dqardo J. Angara is
recognized,

S■::■! !ator' Angai"a . Ttiarik you , Mr . F'reident.

Mr. F'resident 5 I would li. ke to ask some points of 
c1arification on this bill.

the unmarried child, 18 years and below, is deemed a 

n o n n a t i.i r a 1 b o r- n c i t i. c e n ?

Senator Dr i Ion.. If the cfiild was born of F:'ilipino 
parents;. at the time of the birth and the parents;. 
i;;;ubs;.equen 11 y became naturalized citizens;., that child is;, 
natura.l born becaus;e ti id determin iriq factor is the time of

Now, if the child was; born after the parents; were

naturalized and they are below 18 years; of age, I will 
lnazai-d an Dpinic:)n, Mr. F'rf;/s;ictent,, that tF;ey are not, 
n a t i..i !'■ a 1 b o r n !r i. 1 i. fi n o c: i t i. z e ri s .

wi ien they acquired nei.',i ci ti.zens;hi p i„.i i '! '!

ime o f b i r t h wou 1 d be
".

It:

EJenato:'- Dr i 1 on .

i:;;i i r' 't ki

> 0 D E\ X. Cf r" Pi n n a !■- / i,

.. mportan t,



n ’i’ ’I' i ..

••{ . T
;j f...t {I u ' t i I a t - ri a t i..t r a I. I::* ori w o u I cJ i::i e

• 3 E ["5 t o }'■■■ • Angarc Nc T**: !. .1 -L ■(: f iere are; certai r'i a r eae;> o f
e c o!" O iTl 1 C ac t; ■vity r eser-v'ed ,ly ti i na- :u r_a I- -born e ; X't. .1. Z ens.

Sena tor- Dri 1 rin , 1 r'i a cor r e c t , l’-!r Pr-esxd ent„

Sena tor f-'i ;-“i g a. r a <;;;i, i. t XS St i ]. 1 cri- :.:i c;: a .1. „

Sen a tor Dri 1 ori Yes tt Id i'■ n F'residE i-i -t,

I::> e n a tor- Angara 11 •» , i 1 e;a;;i ■ i. a 1 wr'H^n Q ■ 0 iv\i; in te;; to
ru n for pub 1 i (::: o ~f 'f ice,, Beea use,, f Q r i ri z a n c E' H mem!; . i.O, {•- o f
Cone rees muB'i

■ be na
'tur'a 1 — borr 1 (;;; i. t: . zen; ;■,

But how can WE tel 1 ,, M1- F're i d e "i ■{■.-. , ■h hat th ? ret ;;kon i l'"l Q
pei"’i C3!::! wcnj. 1 d be the; ■time c f ti i. e;;. b i 1- 't i wl'it ■r h i pa reri ■ ■ S l-\! E re
Bt:U 1 F" i ] ipir ; t;;;i s?

Sena i; c::i i-" Di'-i. 1 or „ Tha ■t i B •CO! t •• /.V.I /••• t , i'-'-1 r", F' r e :.i den X". B

B e c a use i n ,'rr; r view, the? ( i t i eerie;;!! ip D f ti-"1 a par or; t ee rJ( !I d be
the dete r-ffi i. !"■ i. ri g -f e ie;;tor t o cieter ■mine ;■ . wl- ie ther ( ;i r r'i ;yt t he
c h i 1 d i !:1 r'i a't 1 - be irn bet :au B e at the t i cfi :.V; of th( -■? b i !- " C l "i i{ i'-ie
■f D 11 e v%i :he c.i ti;e;er 1 ti i. p < .1 -f t he p ,re?n .s« 'rtie?r“ef { ire, •i •I" he
pi a r (■: : n ts ■vero F” i lip inoe;;. e. , t 1 .he t ime (j i i::* i!--1 i -i, then he •»

nati.. ra! -1 orn

e ft a tor- Angara „ Bi..i t i f tie were t) ri iri the Ur; i -t. ed
Stal es '■'1 r .. I"-' K" i:;:, "i ("1 eri 'c,, 1 y '■he p 1- i n c :i. p 1 e ' f J u £p; i i, he
f.-\! Cl1 d al£ o tit; 1 autc;iniatical 1 -y' 1“ imer'i ( ;an teiti .;'|-i.

Sena tor Dri1 on „ , Ttiat : . e;;. coi -rec bu T- ncjt b' / \ / •{ |- 'tue o i
this 1 av'j, Mr. F-'resi ;;;len t,

C;> E' 1" I i.. c::i r Angara , Yee; f( -i- know ',y e;;i Pt ;?i-ati cj;- O t 1 aw o i
the IJn i i:e d S -i .ates.

Sena t. c::i r Dr'i 1 (;;;in p c:) pi e r c:i't' i C3ri D -f 1 aw of the l..!ri i -t ed

Senator Angara. And so, upon birth, he had dual 
citi^enship,

24



Siena tor Drilon. That is correct, Mr, F-'resident, but Fie 
is also a natural citizen at tliat point. Because Fiis 
parents were Filipinos or one of Fiis parents vjas a
F:i 1 i pino-... iie was tjorn under tiie 1987 Constitution..-and at
the time of his birth, uhder our Constitution, he was a 
natural-born citizen of the Philippines. Because one of
I'lis parents or IjotFi of Fiis parents were citizens of tic:?
PMni 1 ippines .

Siena tor Angara, Yes, we assume tiiat liotFi pa fonts are
still Filipino citizens------

Senator Drilon. , At the time of FjirtF'i,

Senator Angara—at tfie time of tiirtFi and tFiey Fiave 
not acquired new ci ti zensFii p. ' Let us assume tliat tFiis
c f 'l i. 1 d w i. 11 F'l a V e t w o c i t i z e n ic Fi i. p , t F ) e c i t i z e n s; F i i p o f t Fi e
place of birth, LI.S. citizen, and the citizenship of tF-ie
p a r e r i t , F .i 1 i, p i n o ,

Sio , under tFiis proyi.i.on , Mr . F::'reriiden t, on deri vati ve 
citizenship, how are we qoinq to classify the child?

Senator Drilon. TFie cFiild tjorn in tFie United Stateri of 
Fi 1 ipino parents is a dual 1 citizen not by virtue of this
law tiut F:;y virtue of t Fie operation of our f::'Fii 1 i ppine
Constitution and trie American law. TFiat is trie case of
Manzano, ■ ,

Now, in t F'l at parti cu 1 ar instance, since the child was
izorn of Fril ipino parents, F'le is a iiatural..Fjorn citizen of
the Philippines, al tFiough under American law he is also an 
American ci'Lizen.

!Mow, i f a't 'tdie ti.me o'f tF'ie FijiftFi of tF'le cFiild, Fie is or 
sF'io is tnorn out of a naturalized American, t hero is no 
n a 'i'. i..t !■ a 1 -■ l.n o r ;"i c F i i 1 d „ B e c as e a t 't F i e 't: i. m e o f t F i e ta i. r't. F'l, ri o n e
D f t F'l e J3 a r e n t w o i..i 1 d F:- e F i 1 i p i n o s ,

S> e n a t o r A n g a r a , Yes, I ui "i d e r s't a n d 't Fi a t, M i" . F' r" e s i. d e i "i t.
We ae ta 1 k i.nq of a c;F'li 1 d bori"i to natuf"a 1 -■ bc:;rn Fi 1 i piI'los ,

But it is. important to distinguisFi Fiis or her
ci tizensFiip for Fd'ii 1 ippii"ie pur'poses. NFietl'ier. Fie can run 
for Congress, w Fie t her he can ezercise some professions. 
wFie'tFier FiO can ezercise some ecoi"iomic rigF'its, ar'id mai"iy
other f undamental rights, Mr. F’resident. And if our only
Fnasis fco" saying 'triat Fie will Fie a nature 1 ■■-tiorn citizen or’ 
he will .not Fie a na'tural-Fiorn citizen is 'tiie fact of trie
date of Fiis FiirtFi and tFie circumstance tFiat Fiis parents are
s'till Filipino citi. zens, is 'tfiat rio't quite a tenuous
connection to a 'very important issue?



Ben a tf:) r Drilc <n „ I be 1 ie'-r M ■ii’resi ids n t; >; I siubmi’b
that i. t i s the mos • t a ecu '-ate Si 'b iinda rd be; : a i..! S 0 w a 3 1’” e
talk i. n q D t abou ’b cht: ? tie-e c r bi’if c:i ate of the b.i.r”i’ I’l o ’f ’i he
c hi i 1 d but Of the C i t . zens hip O"f ■ he par ents a t ’ : hi 0 time o i
b i r t h, Ther e f r e ,, i. f tin p are Pi t P is e e a 1 i. ens :• £ ’b bhe ,’ti me
o f b irth, hie s. U. 0 the y ha '•/ e aee n natu ra . ized f- me ■- .1 { :ans, he
chil d cannot be con Si i dere ::! a i’l atu ral-”l:::ioi-’n c: i t ’. i z e m of i he
Phil 1ppines.

Senator Angara n Wei 1 . nist> be ti- lat isi the mi 3Si't 1 i ber a 1
i n te rpretation we e i end to the:j cihi d , Mr. Fr” den t, E u t

i. )"i c e t ii i :5 1 aw e>; Lend Si ■f tl I 1 c 1 ■'/ il and po1iti c. a. 1 1 " i g I’l t s . I

maybe we she luld r (o t. be COD qe ne t‘"c:n..i B i n irrbe '-pr-et i n g 'is f ■ .'.i. s
prov is;.ion ,

Senator Dri It > f J B I ri f c": c t it IS not bi3 i. r ” g genere us
because the requiremerit i. s th Sit tht3 paren ti H- must be

citi zensi of the F' hil i. i:::? p i. i" lesi at t -le t i. nil 3 o f hi irt i’l in ore: er
to qualify tl lat cl- i 1 d 't n c .tui'-a I !;:! c3i"n F i 1 i p i n o ,

Senator Angara n Ye s but i. n th a t ( sasie, Mr, Pr■esiider” jj

he V' DU Id have bee "1 b 1 "oug h t L P ? ei |UC(vbed and 1'” eai -ed abr’oa d u
LJn 1 i. k e h i. Si paren bsi wl”ic;i i"i a ■ /e bi ?en re a red , ed LlCi' 1 'b e c:i c! n i::!
brought up lere „ Theor eti sal ly ,, I e V'JDU 1 d i t i 1 1 embra ce
them a Si natu '••al-b! t r" Pf c: i t i. f ut there woLi 1 d h a qu i te a
d i f f erence i !"'f ■ C U ] turei n J Ll t lO'■3 k and even i n F o 1 i t i c a 1
Phil sisiopliy o a c "lild bor i’"! £ n d raisic id iS broad , j--* haps, we
s;hou Id be more ca I'-efu 1 i n ay i n g th a ’(s !’"i e i s now, i;;> V'
i f i he r i tan ce ,, 3. n 3. t u r a 1 ”boi •Tl F 'il.i.ps n o

What I am juSi t -J q t!’ lat 11 10 r (•:::■ a i- •e n a t en au g !”i
f a c t Si- and S’ :atements in thi CT._ .i a w • shat wou 1 d c: on f e r t I’l a t
k i. n d of impor tan t c:: 1. ilSiSi j ”i i. ca t i. <siri to 'bi’if c f’l i. j. d I 11 a v e Pi ,Q
prob lem with a r"! a t i V e--bo! -n ! "il ip L |-| o Wl"l( 3 may ia\ •E acquii ” ed •
anot her citiiiensihi p „ He r ■ 0 {V, c. i. PI t ii ' ri s it ive-’-born Fi li 3 i. n o „

Senator Dri1 on. Mr a ::;t G den ’is, t !"i i Si ji '■ra ■> ' oi.on t. a s
f OLi n d in our o i g i ri a 1 Sen a’t rJ 'er si on s ri d I d o n o t I'-eca 11
the deba'hesi Cl a r't .. cu ] a r 1 y lUt ’t! "1 i. i; Wi iSi in CJU r o r i Cl i n a 1
Sena ’he vei'-sion, Pmy w ed.y j, the i. ew a 'f ti’K ? spans o r • ....1 et it be
spread on til e rectiird-’ -• i. !;:i that, th i s mu Si b be g i vc 'Pi a Si t r i. c h
in te rp retatic '‘■n u

Senator Angar a Ye; :• » Ti■la’i •j £:• tl fiat I am t ry i rig bt::i
a 1'“ q u B f o !*"', M !'•. 1“' r" e s i. cJ e ri t»

Mow,, ESection 5 ;i Civil and Political Rights and 
Liabi J i ties fl Bays;; ''Biiall enjoy ■ full civil and political 
rights'' » But it' is not really full,, Mr,, President, 
because as indicated by subsection 5f those who hold 
elective or appoint i.ve pDsitionsf abroad cannot enjoy these 
civil and political rights granted here, is it not'?



Senator Dri lorir. That is correct. Principally, it is a 
policy decision on the part of the Bicameral Conference 
Committee adopting the Senate version that there should be 
limitations on civil and political rights.

S {■?? n a t: Cf AngaraA n I am j us; t w c;;! r i■- i.B/d a bout the
phraseology , Mr. Pre iden t■ H bscau SB when1 1/1B' : L.l 1 1 , " it

oug ht to be? f u. 1 1 ar id comf:ile?te. But, i n f act, th j. s; i. s; n e? t
full and comp 1 ete. It i s; rea lly a limite(d c• "j \/ •} !. and

po 1.1. t. i. cal r i. Q h t i. n tfarms; of pers;cans; and it ? ter" ms; o f arenas;

cj f a c t i vi ty , i::rc3 r i. n s tance H i f 11ne pedsenn rjants tea EXt;■> }•“ c: i. e

a pro" ■ i cI {■■ i in 11 "I i ; count ry, i:hen he mu s; t a p p 1 y to tine
1icens 1 n g b<ady , for ii f G Lt:i. i f G G " " " "

Sfitna t r• Dr i 1 ori „ That i ^ c.ori'■•ect, tln i G is; tl'ie amorid men t
in traduce;:! by S;:tna to v■ Pimen tel c:in the? Floe? r o f t he csenate

when w e w(;tr'{a del i t?er a t i n q (an it.

PFtna t. G r ■ A }"i q ara. For 1!' "1 s t a r'l f;::e, an A me? rieean 1 El i'-.f y Bj r wine?

wan ts tc? e n j o y ithe be?nef i ■ J-
L of this law mus t still tak. e tine

Philip f? i. n !■a 13ar e X ami. ri (;s t i o n i i t n C31 ?

Sc?nat:or■ Dri 1 c?r"i „ The pr■ovis; i on will. apply to Fill. pinos

who 1jass:;ec:! ti- PIhi i 1 i f? ■p i ne !3a r be :! f Cj r- e t!ae> !::ieraame
natura lizf?d c i t i. zenc of ai■■■; O ther cciun try , and the bil 1 wi 11

a 11 ow the:rn to e;\ e c: i. t;e on:ce rncar’e the Ic:?ga 1 pr Cites B i Cj n up (an

the re?newcsi of their 1 i cen SO ”

Sc:? n a t, O f-■ Ang.a r a I have n o p:r’ob 1 em wit h thc?s;e whe;i have

a 1 ready ■ t:: ec■n ex e r c; i. s,i n q 1eheir' p re? fee; sions p r" i o r tc? thei !'■

acqu is; itic ;:ti O t cX ne i-’j c i ti:Z0!a la i. p , But I am c on c::enned a !ac?i..t t
n c? w 1 (?wyc?rs:■ o r (d D e:'t. whcj ma;/ w a n t to P r a c t i. CE their

prof es; s 1 on here? in the c: in try „ They s;h(auld be required

to und erqc3 rsnd pass the board and Bar ex amirnations.

S (v?ria tor D i'" i. 1 or?. Thos::.0 who l.'30 re never ad mi ttcad t ca tine
practi re (J 1 the p r Ci 1::eEsion i;;ief ore', l:"(ar e?xam P1 e J a phys■ i ci an

who a {squ i. re;e! Inii. s ]j -j cens;e i n 11?e Unit.ed Eitates; sol C'l'V-------

having b t•eri sc:!'3C30 1 !ad the re' and ' becamer, {rJv dual citi zern.... .
ccannot jus;t c ornf;? he rt? and c"(p p 1 y and • be qr<s n t e d 11ne r■ights;

to e;; e r" c is;:e hi pr" Cj f B S'a ion. He mus; t go thn;?Lig h the

1 i cens; i n g pf■■■■ o c edure naqi..i i red of P ti i 1 i. f? p i. n e ;::;i ti zens;, .

S :! n B. t cj r Ang a i'" a , Yes that is; wlaa ■t I mean , A 1 3. w y e r
mus;t p a s t!'ie Ba r €i a rn i. i"i a t i. a

3 ?nat D r D r i. 1 on „ "i i: he had n ot taken the Bar

e;-;amin.at ion b O T o re. TI la t 1 exarre c: t, Mr, Pre?siden t.

St:? n a t O 1-" An g a i "' a tt And a plays; ician mus;t take ithe board

{•;•? a f'i) i n •a t .'i cJ n be c a u. t th1 e •e t,wcj pr-of e SSIons r'E■qui re
nationality„



Sere(tor Dril on » TLiiVit • is c c;i r rec t , Mr- n F' r - di :;n t « .1 f
tl" is law yer and the physi cian W0 •re n o t pre v' i Ci L\ B ] y I i c:e ■ised
:i. n •L Lie i::- 1 i. 1 i. ppine ----

Sen<: f. tor f-lri g a !■■■• a » . Ye <;;r a TL a- i. 1- a. . waye; the a :;:.E u in |::i t i. c::,f-|
he re

Senator Dril on . ■ ..... t! ley Wi :*u 1 d je '■'eg Li: . r ed to ta I--. E; the
Ba 1“ and the joard ex, iminat ior s, 1- esp act. ..-ve 1 ->■

S e n <• t o r Anqa K "c‘. « O c: (:::'n tr 3. y to the m f:i 1'" 0' S 1 ;.i on that
t hi is i. B f u .1 civ ,i. 1 arid r i::) 1 i ti Cilil r i g |-i ts,, t( j 0 ::imf • ex tf iii -| -t,
i: Li .1 f:'; •j r a- .1 1 y 11 mi 'ted by 11 i O ci::)ndi t i orr. ifiil. i Ci s 0? {'. Ul -ider
Se ct ion a, wheth a |- i ri t !i 5 fc xe. rt i. l;ii- 0-' of the p' r 0 f e;; ■ s ion ; .1. n
seek i. n q :h.i i:' 1 i. of f .1 c:: ( o- ole ct-i ■'/ 0/ c r" a p po. n 1: i \'e i t ri c:;, t r.-‘

Seric ! C' r Dri I on . I Li a 1: o "le way o f pi .itt; .ng ! .The
o t he r wa y O' put t .'.i. f! 1 it th a-! t!-1 i 5 is - "u 1 1 re:-lit CD!'-a cion

bj ect t O cert a j. ri cone; 1 ti cin n T -ierf / ar e tv !Ci a >' 0::. c;i f
|:.u. tl inq i t., Mr . Pri?siden I-

n But ac ree g hat t Lie ?re are
ce K" ■ ain cciirid i. t ion S hi?f ore cer t. s i. r r i. g Li t i :• car ■;io f rxe 1'- ( :ise c:!1»

Sen;? .tor- Ang^' r a o Wei 1 1 c (Ti ( ;; on c: 0 - r- "fod a b c: ut the
ex pectat 1 on arid ■ die repr-E sen ta t.i Con .. I t!-1 i. f-i L; 0 |- lO ..11 d f-|t
re o Y" esen L t "t a (v. t Li r e {ii-: tor0 S f ul i. c ivi 1 a n c 1 :io 1 i. -t i. c: a 1
r i. gh ts becauf;;-e i t ■doi- s not ■■

Wow,, i n the e; ' 0? Y " C j. B- e :i 1‘ { >omF. ei ::ori cmi ;; r ■ig -rt t;:-
h. t
1 Ji’ n

1:"' 1- es iden 1 Vi 1 1- thf? Fil ipi n o WI! "1 j 1-' li 1 1 r lOW ei oy the
bene f i t of this •j T:i L-'i O E‘ 1 11 ] Ci ■ led t c;i bu. / lan c;l i ri the
Ph i 1 i. p p i. rf e s ?

Sena ■tor- Drill. in » Yes, thi •• / c •^n , Mr. F:'re si den t. "i hey c a ri
eng a g (•:? i f re< 1.1 es tatfj deve lopme -| t

Sena 't o r Anga '-•a. Wii 1 -t Lie now bo a 1 i oi led tc 0 pO) " a '(■ 0
public utilities?

Eienator Drri 1 on, I cannot remember exactly the wording 
of the i::>ublic Service Act, as amended „ But if it does not 
!' ■ e c:i u i. r e n a t u r a 1 -■ b o r n c:: i t i. z e n s, y e s , t 'n, e y c; a ri o p e r- ate p u b 1 i c: 
services..

Senator Angara „ Will they now be allowed to run 
e d u c: a t i. o n a 1 ■ i I’l s j t i t u t i c j n s ?

Sofia Lor DrcL 1 on» If it is not a reqi..iirement that he

should be a natur’a. 1 - born citizen,, yes.

£>enator An gar'a. Will they now be allowed to own

advertising agencies which is supposed to be 100 percent 
o w n e d L) y F:’ Li i. 1 i. p c:? i n e n a t i. o n a 1 s::- ?



EJenator Dril on. Yes, Mr. F'reoidon t. In fact, this

i'" e p i'“ e B e n t a t i. o n c a n n c t li ri d e r b t a ri d w h y a n a d v e r t i i n g 
i I'l d u B t r y i. !s 1 i. in i t e ;::l t o F' !i i 1 :i. fj p i. n e n a t j. a n a 1 s ,

Senator Angara, Well, that is t hi CoriBti tut ion .

ESenator Drilon, Tfiat is the ConEti. tution. I know. But 
just in reply,, yes, Mr, President. These dual citizens can 
now acquire 100a eiqi.iity i.n an advertisi.ng company,

ESenator Angara, As we can see i Mr, President, tliis

!") as fa r“ r' e a c hi i n g i rn p 1 i c a t i o n s o n e c o n o m i c a n d c i v i 1 r- i q h t i;;:-, 
As the B-ponsor said, and I will adopt that, this law should 
be interpreted restrictively rather than liberally.

Senator Drilon, In terms of the derivative

ci tizBnBhi p , >■ es , Mi" . F'residen t, i.n tei"ms of tlie situations 
where the question of whether or not one is a natura 1-•••born 
citizen is concerned.

Senator Angara, There is one other poirrt here, Mr. 
President, The question of public office, would citizens 
by derivative ' origin qualify to run for public office, 
e>: cept Congress, becai.tse there is a ques^tion aboLut his 
ci ti. zensl ii p ,

Eienator- Drilon. F:'or those governed under •the Local 
(Bovernment Code, they will be qualified, Mr. Pres id on t,

E> e n a t o r A ri g a ;•••• a . T h e y w i. 11 b e q i.\ a 1 i. f i. e d ,

E; e ri a t o r D r i 1 o ri. Y e b: , M r . P r e t;;- i. dent.

£>ena tDr Angara . tii. 1 1 t i■•ley be c:]ua 1 i. f i. ed ior

appointments to the civil service?

E> e n a ^t o r D r i. 1 o r;. Yes, M i- „ F' r e ;s i. d e n t, p r o v i d e d t hi a t t hi e y 
denounce -their other citizenship. That is provided for 
under the measure.

Eienator Angara. Will the gentleman tell us, Mr, 
F:’resident, how many countries in the world allow dual 
citizenship, and to what eztent they give civil and 
political rights to them?

Eienator Drilon. As of -the las-t, count, there are about 
39 countries. In the case of Spain, for example, it is so 
liberal that it recognizes dual citizenship so that a

foreigner who becomes a Spanish citizen is expressly told 
he can maintain his o-kher ci ti zenshi. p. I cannot, at -this 
point, recall all the provisions of the SS other laws, but 
there are about 39 countries reported to have dual 
citizenship in one way or the other.



ESenator Angara, We will appreciate i t ? Mr. F'resident, 
if we can clarify all these points because it is not 
unlikely that a challenge may be brought to the Supreme 
Court. We must therefore ensure to reflect on the records 
what the congressional intent really is. All these points 
should be put on record.

Thank you, Mr. President. I support this bill and I 
believe that this will enable many of our countrymen not 
only to vote but also to have an economic si- take in our 
country.

e n a t o r • V i 1 1 a r . Mi-. F' i'" e s i. d e n t „

The Presiident F'ro Tempore 
is recognised.

E>en. Manuel B. Vi liar Jr.

EJenator Vi 11ar . I just wouId 1 i.ke to c 1 ar• i.f y a rjoint. 
Will there be any effect on the absentee-voting law once 
tliis bill is signed by the F'resident or is enacted into 
1 aw?

Senator- Drilon, The dual ci’tizen can now vote subj ec-c
to

1. He will be required to submit an affidavit of

intention to return to the F:’hi 1 ippines within three years as 
provided for in the Absentee-Voting Act;

2„ He must not be holding a public office iri the 
country where he is a national, it is his adopted, country, 
or a member of the armed forces in that country.

E> on a'tor Villar. Will he still be required to submit 
that affidavit even with the passage of this law?

Seri a tor Di-i 1 ori. Yes;, Mr . i:::'r es>i deri t. F::' r ec i. t;;:-e 1 y , t tia t
was specified i. so cause -Ll'ie affidavit, as borne out by the 
record, is necessary because of the residence requirement 
under the Constitution. The affidavit is nece;ssary in order 
that the intent to return will be proven or will be shown.

Admittedly, many of the immigrants, particularly in the 
United States, are having second thoughts about voting, 
because they are concerned that an affidavit of an intention 
to return to the Phi1ippines couId prejudice and cou1d have 
adverse effects on their immigrant sta’tus in- 'the United 
Estates, That fear or that concern is not presen’t in tl-ie 
case of dual citizens because a dual citizen can reside 
anywhere and he can e;;press his -intention to stay or to 
return 'to t iie l:::'11i. 1 i. |.3pi.newi. 't I'ii.n 't 11ree years wi. 't tiou t tii.

A m e r i. c a ri c: i ti.se n s:: i' l i. p I::) e i n g p r e j u d i. c e d .



Ben star Vi liar,. That j. B rny only question, !v!r
F-Tesiden t,,

AF:1"'F^0VAL. OF" CONF:rEF<ENCE COMM I TIFFEi REF'OfiT 
ON S. NO. 2130/FL NO. 4720

Senator Drilon. Tliank you, Mr. F:'residen t. May I now 
reiterate ttie motion, if ttie^re' are no more qi-iestions.

The President F'ro Tempore. There being no more 
questions, we can now proceed wi tli tFie approval. Is t lie re 
any objection? Senator F:;ecto is objecting. With one 
objection, tlie others no objections, tlie Conference 
Committee F^eport is approved»

77f r? fa 11 o fv i n g i: 
Camnn ttaa Re-port s

the Mho la tax t of tha Con far an ca

INSEFFT

SUSPENSION OF SESSION

Senator Drijon, Mr. F resident, I move that we suspend 
the session for one minute.

TFib President F'ro Tempore. Is there any objection? 
['Si 1 enoaj Tiiere tieing none, ttie session is suspended for one 
minute,

I't MS B 5 S 1 '5 p » /77 .

RESUMPTION OF SESSION

f)t 5:16 the session msb rasumed Mith tha Hon.
Franklin k'L Drilon,, Sans to Fraoidan t ? prasiding„

Tine President. The sessiori is resumed.

3t



SF'EiC I AL. 0F<DE:F<

£> e n a t o!“ i... e g a r d a » Mr. F' r- e i. d e n t, I in a v e t !i at we

transfer from the Calendar for Ordinary Business to the

Calendar for Special Orders CDmniittee Report Mo. 23 
Proposed Senate Joint Ifesolution Mo. 17, entitled

RES50LUTI ON CALLING F"DF< A CONVENTION IN THE YEAR 
2004 TO F:'R0P0SE AMENDMENTS TO, OR REVISION OF 
THE 1987 CONSTITUTION OF THE •REPUBLIC OF THE 
PHILIPPINES

or)

The F'resident „ I s t her e any Otaj B c t ion' f'ii 1 £ •neej
Tiie {■■■■ e being none, tl)e niot. i on i. s approvf: ?d .

RESOL .IT I ON ON SE ICOND REEADINl ”i

S . J t. F es. No. 17—Calli 1") q f c r

Conver tion in 2004 to P {•■■■ O} J O B
Amende; ents to , o r Flevis ion c f

•I: le 1987 Cor)sti tut:; on

Siena tor Legarda Mr . E :'resi der it, r rno\'e that VMB

con s i der Senate Join t Resc] u t;.on No. i "y a! ?■ r ipor ted out
under CDmmi ttee Fiepor c . No. 21 ;s.

The F’resident,, Is there any b j eci i { in ? 7.x 1 n cej
The re being none, the motion •} approve'd .

C o n s i. d ij r a t i o n o f F' ropesed Senate J D i. n t ResD 1 Li t i. on No.
17 i. s now in order. With t lie perm i s;; • ion :;rf th e Bod y , t I'lO
Sec re tary 'wi11 read on 1 y the title D f t rose■ lut ion :i
wi t 
the

!'"icr ut prejudice to 
o f .

•j Pi ctn AT.'« »••• •!" iq in the Re CO! ■tJ t he. Wl'lC .1 e text

The Secretary. F'ropes;?d Sen £■; iv.e J o i n (■ 0 1 I...I t i on No.
17, e: ntitled

RESOLUTION CALLING FOR A CONVENT I ON E N T'H rr yf: AR
2004 TO i::'R01 :'0SE ame; NDi' lEN is i 0 , (..i!-; Ri :v I £ ION GE-'
The 1987 CO 4STI TUT :oN OF THE REPUBl ,IC OF" 1 HE
P!-! I [... I F'F:’ INES

The? fol 1 oi^'jing is the eriole text of the Resolution,

F'roposed Senate Joint F:;esDlutiDn No,, 17 

insert



Ser> a tai- Legard a . Mr'. Freb i. den t, I a

recognize the sponsor. Sen. Edgardo J. Angara.

■cnat wt

The F'resident. £!en. Edgardo J. Angara is recognized.

SF-'OMSORSHIF-' SF''EECH OF SEtNATOF'; AMBAF:^A

Senator Angara. Thank you, Mr. President.

Mr. FA'esiden t, the committee, Ccjmmittee on 
Constitutional Amendments, F:seviBion of Codes and Laws, is 
pleased to submit this resolution for consideratic:?n and 
discussion of tliis CiiarnbE-r,

In traduction

Let me begin,, Mr. President, by saying that a 
constitution is not and cannot be cast in stone, rigid and 
impervious to ctianqe. A law that ceases to grow ceases to
|je.

Tile only thing that should be permanent in this world 
is change and dynamism. No tiuman institution sliould be held 
sacrosanct and inviolate.

TFie FMii 1 i ppine Con si ti tut ion , Mr. f:'res;.ident, siad to 
note, is caught in a time warp. Drafted and ratified in 
19ci6 and 19B7, a period' of liberation and great euphoria, it 
ironical ly drew much of . its • vital provisions from the 1935 
Con Si t i tut ion. ■ ■ , .

11 per■ petuated a pres>idontia 1 i:oi-mi of government, w1.11 
all its demonstrated tendency to gridlock and stalemate its 
i. II: pe r i. a 1 t r a p p i. n g s;..

The Si separation of powersi—with the Presiidency, ConqresiSi 
and the Judiciary, as the three independent branches of 
government, breeds conflict and sitalemate in policy-making 
rather than promote cooperation and harmony.

Tile Supreme Court, tiie fi.nal arbi. ter tfiat invalidates 
the acts of a coordinate body, has become increasingly 
intrusive, going beyond its domain ' and has, increasingly 
too, e n c: )'■ o a c Fi e d upon, p c 1 i c y — fii a k i n g ,

The unitary structure iiasi resiulted in an Imperial 
Manila, with vast and awesome powers that are only its own. 
Its> economic provis:ions;- were better suited for a long-gone



era of mercant i 1 ism,, in which econDmic powers were basically 
ep 1 oi ters of natura 1 resaur ces and raw mater i. a 1 s . •

The provision that sets a cap on fbreign irivestments is 
BO obsolete that it has been (nodi tied (Jrastically in t !ic 
.country that had launched the Long March and the Cultural 
itevc; 1 uti Di'i .

Tl'ie preside'ncy is, in niany respects, Mr, F resident, an 
elected nionarchy in this country that sometimes, no, ncjt 
just BG(neti(nes 5 but (nany times can run roughshod over the 
traditional principles of checks and balances and of public 
accountabi1ity.

Whs:/n V'je . t a r t f i n d i q the rc::iots; of the s;;tate’ c:;i 1’ a n a r c i t y
a li c;l the fragility o f idie country' B vital deiiiocratic
i n s;; t i tu 1:i onB we (::;inly 1"ind one t!'1 i n g ; tfie Lifi res;.p(:;;in s;; i venes;;s;
and the irre1e vance of the pres;ent insst:i ti.i t i. on s;;,

1 .a 1

Tlies;e weak and unres;pons;-ive insti tutionsc I'tave only 
(pawned and abetted bad leaders, and un'sound policies.

Tlie time 1 s ripe to look at thisi ri.gid consitituti; 
aru'-angeinent in the eye and stand it on its head.

Change - The Constitutional Imperative

Reviewing the archaic government structure is( 
imperative. Otherwise, the alternative is grim and
fc:?r bidding.

We are onc:;e more As:.ia's( bas;-ket case. We are cornsidered 
one of the most (sorrupt.

The country ' !s . 1 if e s;.upport s:.ys;-tem conies;- froni the e>;port 
of our own people, and our economy, sustained by their 
remittances;.,

Re fo r(iis( a r”e only pos;-s;- i b 1 e w i. 11"i demo t: ra t i c i n s;-1 i tu t i. on s 
that are dynaniic, that are ressponsive to clianginq tiines.

Ti (is;. s>truc;:tura 11 y faulty coris'1. j. tut ion we have right now 
has;, beconie the refuge of the £.(nbi tious and the scoundrels, 
and has; failed to act as; a s;tabilizinq force a constitution 
purpciirts; to provide.

Major fireas of Constitutional Reform

The CoIIIrfii. 11ee c:;n Cons; ti tu t j. (::■ n a 1 A(iien dmen ts;, F;ev i s;i. on o f 
Codes and Laws;, Mr, Pressident, has identified in its; 

c company ing report to the Chamber, four (iiajor areas> of
34



constitutional reform, all drawn from expert 'opinion, 
testimoriies in pi.iblic hearings and a careful, comprehensive 
study of ti'ie country's current political and econcjmic 
condi ticjiis.

1) EBhift in the form of government, from presidential
t D p a i' -1 i a (n e n t a i- y

2) ‘3 hi f t from a unitary to a federal form' of

government

<::: j ”■> r"i r.:; o n .i. a n3 ) M o d e r I 'l i. z i. n q t ti e e c:: o n o m i c: p r o v i
ownership^ ownership , and opercition of publ ic 
utilities, ownership and operation erf media and 
advertising institutions, ownership and

o p e r a 11 o n o 'f e d u c a t i. o a 1 i. n ei-11 !..t t i. tj ri s , a I'i ci 't ti e 
e;: pi oration and development of natural resources 

4) Strengthening the supremacy of civilian rule ovsr 
the military

As I have stated earlier, a parliamentary form of 
government wri 11 avoid the vicious gridlock and paralysis 
i.nherent ;i.n a presidential setup. With its underlying 
principle of mutual dependence,, a par 1 iamen tary form of 
government will give greater degree of freedom 'to the 
V a r i o u !:;■ i n s t i t l! t i o ri s of g o v e i'" ri m e n t i ri f a c i 1 i tat i ri g act i o n s 
and decisions critical for economic and social advancement,

A u n i t a r y e t u p p r o rn a t e s excessive cen t r a 1 i. z a t i. o ri o f 
power and resources in the central government. Ttiis 
inequitable setup largely explains the lingering conflict in 
hi i n d a n a o an d t h e s t r o ri g feeling o f i- e s e i'i t in e n t ex p i-" e s s e d ti y 
local government officials towards flanila. It is believed 
that a federal system will weave together our fractious 
society and our thousands of islands and will break the 
culture of mendicancy that underpins the relationship 
between the central and local governments.

And from all the experts and all the studies submitted, 
Mr. I:::'resident, it appears 'tha't federalism is an integral 
component in the advocacy for a par 1iamentary system of 
government.

Ec:oriomists , i.n c 1 ud inq tiie governmon L ' cliief ec::onomist, 
the ME DA Secretary General, are. unanimous in saying that 
certain provisions of the Constitution on the national 
economy and patrimony are restrictive and stifle the 
r 1 ox i bi 1 i ty of govern men t to formulate sound and t i. m e 1 y 
economic policies which will attract investments and create 
jobs,,

This rigid constitutional framework has tied up the 
government's abi1ity to- respond t o the changes a n d 
challenges posed by an increasingly global market economy.



And lifting from the unfortunate e;;perienc::e of the 
Estrada administration v-,ihere the Chief of Staff undermined 
the duly constituted authority by cutting off the chain of 
command of the armed forces with alacrity,, affirmiiig the 
principle of supremacy of civilian authority over the 
military wou 1 ci reinforce the cause of freedom and strengthen 
the rights and liberties of Filipinos.

Constitutional Con vantion - Ths Chosen Mode

The committee proposes the holding of a constitutional 
conventicin to carr_y out the foregoing majoi'- recommendations 
for cDnst j. tuti.ona 1 r of orm .

A constitutional convention is deemed as an independent 
and coequal branch of government.. It is imbued with full 
plenary powers and is e:: pec ted to act with objectivity and 
foresight.

As embodied in F'reposed Joint Fleso 1 ution No. 17 ? under 
C D m fn i 11 e e Rej:?or t 233. tl'ie proposed i- u 1 e s for the c o rt v e n t i. o n

F“irst, ti'ie convention shall be composed of one delegate 
each from the existing legislative districts, who shal1 be 
e 1 e c t e d s i m u 11 a n e o u i;;; w i 11 i t Ft e May -2004 e 1 e c t i o n s:-;

S e c o n d , t i i e o f f i c: e c:) t d e 1 e g a t e vg i. 1 1 fc) e f i o r i o r ary a ri d t ti e 
d e 1 eg a to s iiall ri o t r e ce i. ve any sa 1 a r”y o i" com j;:?en sa t i on . F-ie 
stiall tiowever tie entitled to a modest per diem whenever tie 
attends the session of I Fie convention or any of ttie 
commi ttees, and to reasenable travel ing ex perises ;

TFiird, tFie convention sFiall commence its word; not later 
t.i'ian 30 days fr'om t!ie inauguration of tlle president-elect on 
June 30, 2004. TFie Senate I-'resident and tF'ie SpeaF;er of tFie

House will jointly preside at its opening.

FourtFi, tF'ie rules applicaFsle 'to memF;)ers of Congress on 
imfnunity, disclosiure of financial and business interests and 
o n f 1 i. c t o f i ri t e r e s t w i. 1 1 t) e a p p 1 i. t: a F:) 1 e 't o ■ t F i e d e 1 eg ate ; 

and

FiftFi, the convention will Fiave a term of not more tFian 
one ytjar and shall be considered functus oficio after the 
lapse of tF'ie second Monday ci May 2005- TFie appropriations 
needed for the- convention is good only for one year-



Conclusion

I n con c:: I u s;- i. D r 'l, M i F:’re;sitJon t let me s tate ori ce' again
theit c:ori t i t U t j. on al cl lange is int:?v i tabMe, Just ice (. lardozo
on c ;; 0 al d that ' The :i. Fi Fi t I'i at slit ■; 1 -iter s ■f c::i r idie n i.<::i ti t i s. n ti t
thr? j ourney's end. . The (Ions ti.tut.ion , just ” 1 i h:e the
trsive'1 er , murit be r e a d y ■ f o !'■■ the mej r!' ■'OW .

1“ ha t iiiorr'OW , Ml". Pres:idt:tn t., t Fi ci t: tome;■ r row after the
corive■n ti on sho:Li 1 d be £i brigtit morn i nq ,, a fresh ‘F tart, a lid a
boci'/ o S res pon;si v(a and re I ev ari t. iristi tutioFIS of domei c r a c. y .

I +• s;;-1'lou 1 d be a imiji'ning r;;i ”f dy nstmi c econcimi c pr Dvi.sions,
besit e::. LI i. ted foi a wor 1 d slow 'i V

i slia L n q D f f i t. S ti O rders

It sliQLild be a Constitution looking after today' and 
to;norrow and what lies further ahead .

It shcjuld provide the steady hand and anckior to this 
unsteady Republic,,

Thank you, Mr, F'resident.

The President,' Thank you, Senator Angara.

The Majority Leader is recognized.

SUSPENSION OF CONSIDERATION OF S. J"i", RES. NO. 17

Senator Legarda. Mr, F-'resident, I move that we suspend 
consideration of SJenate Joint F<esolution No. 1'7.

The F-'resident. Is there any objection? [Silence] 
There being none, the motion is approved.

S i.J S F' E N 310 N O F S E £> S10 N

Senator Legarda. Mr. F:'resident,, I move that we suspend 
the session for one minute.

The President„ Is there any objection? [Silence] 
There being none, the session is suspended for one minute,.

It (uas 5 s 29 p,.w.

RESUMPTION OF SESSION



The F:'reBiden t „ The seBsion is reBunied

The Majority Leader is ‘recognised.

Senator Legarda. I aek that we recognize 
Barbers.

T I t e P r e i. d e n t „ S e rt a t o r B a r b e r t;;., 
ftieasure, is recognized.

t It e p r i. n c i. p a 1 o f t It e

Senator Barbers. Mr. F:'resident. I will just submit my 
cosponsorship speecit,, for the record., with a coJ a ti 11 c-i that 
there is- really a need for art i mated i. ate Cf tar ter c! tenge and I 
tl'iink we have to do it now. We have to do it now. As 
pronounced by the main sponsor, ti'ier'e is an imperative need.

Thank you very mucIt n Mr. President.

The fol loMing is the leritten sponsorship speech of 
Senator Barbers s

SPONSOFISHIF' SF'EIEFCH OF" SENATOF::; BARBITflS

Mr, F-resident, I rise to cosponsor Senate Join! 
Resolution No. 17 under Committee if e port No. 238 sutamitte< 
by the Committee on Constitutional Amendments, Ffevision o 
Codes arid Laws’ cftaired by SenEdgardo J. Angara.

Mr, F'resident, I ft.il ly support Fieri ate Joint ffesolution 
No. 17 under Committee if e port No. 238, specifically tine 
P D i. n t t;;t j t..t ?;> t i. f y ,i. rt g t Ft e n e e d t o a m e n d t i t e C c:t n s t. i t t..t t i. o n .

Mr. President, the issue of whether or not to amend the 
Constitution has been tine subject of long debates among us 
F“i 1 i pirtots . F'rom tite time of the Ft a most admin i sit rat ion to the 
present adtriinistration, arguments for and against amending 
the Constitution have been raised. And for this reaston, Mr. 
F'resiident, I could stafely say that the said discussions were 
s;-;hausttive enough to settle tiie issue.

Nr. F'restiden t, there is:-, indeed, . a need to change 
certain provistions of ti'ie Constitution ae specifically 
outlined in Senate Joint Resoluti on Mo. 1'7 under Cctmmittee 
Report No. 23S.



. t may, I’lr. FTesident, the timeline; o f
amending the fundamental law of the land is another matter. 
During the time of the Ramos adminii;:;tration , • many said that 
it was too early. In F:'resident Estrada's time, many also 
argued that it was no i: yet the right time. And finally 
today, some are still singing the same' tune.

So, tlie questi.on now, Mr. President, is: When can we 
say that the timing is right'?

During the hearing;s conducted by the Committee on 
Constitutional Amendments, Revision of Codes and Laws, sorne 
;::;.ec::tDrs opined ttiat any move to tinker witti the Constitution 
could only mean an extension and strengthening of 
gcivernmenta 1 power by those who currently wield it.

M;-. i:::,residon t, tfiis kind of cynicism only means ti'iat 
here can never be a right time to amend the Constitution.

And .IT sucn wer'e ■('.he Corisrti ti.ition thus bt?c

!::ror,i as aptly put by the principal sponsor, only change is 
permanent.

It is for- tl'ii. s reasD!'"i, Mr, F:'res;.ident, wl'iy I fully 
support the move to amend 'the Consti'tution and 'ti'iat mo\'e 
si "i DU Id be imme'diate if only -to ritake d..m.'' Cons'ti tution tl'ie 
mirror or reflection of our society's current experience and 
predicament. Oliver We/ndell Holn'ies oi'ice said tfiat ''the 
life of the law is not logic but experience.''

And so, Mr. F're;siden t, let it be of record that as a 
cosponsor of Senate Joint Resolution No, 17 under Committee 
Report No. 238, I fully support the move to amend the 
C a n 51 i t u t i o n ,

The F'resident. The Majority Leader i recognised.

CONSIDERATION OF COMMITTEE REPORT NO, 237 
(Inquiry in Aid of Legislation 
Rr?; F'. S. Fles , Nos. 49 and 9S)

(Continuation>

Senator Leqarda, Mr, F'residen t, I move that we resume 
consideration of Committee Report No, 237 on Proposed Senate 
FLh'SdI ution Nos . 49 and 98,

The ("'resident. Is there any obj ection? [Si I once J There 
bei!"ig r"Ior)e , resumfj ti.ori af consi.dera t ion of Comf(ii h'tee FIefjpr" t 
Mo, 237 is now in order.



Senator Leg a rd aI ask. that the open;?: or ? Sen „ 
B a r b r o , b e i'" e c c:i qri i d ,

Sebert

The F'r e;:::;in::ien t. Sen, F;;oljert Barber;;:; id recognized.

Senate::'!'” Leqarda. We are in the period of

in te!'■• pel 1 a t iC3i”i;:?•, To in tei"i;:;e 11 a te ? I ask t ha t t he Mirioi'”i ty 
Leader, Sen, Vicerite C, Sot to III, be i-ec:Dqn ized,

The- Preoi.dent, Tlie Minority L.eader i;:::- recognized for 
t I'le pel'"iod af in ter"pe 1 i ati,cjn, L P~::<us&]

SUSF'ENSIOM OF" COWS I DEF<AT I ON OF COMMITTEE REFMIRT WO, 237

Senator L.enarda, Mr, President, we decided to move the 
interpellation;?; on Committee Report Mo, 237 for • tomorrow.

The F,re;::;iden t, For the record, may the Chair know the 
rea;:;;on for the, , , ,

S e n a t o r 1... e g a r t:l a , TT i e p o r”io r , S> e n a t cj r B a r !::• e i'”;::;,

rec:jneted 11 iat i t be i"ecliedu 1 ed f or tomor~r-ow , Ju;:it- tor tine 
recci'T'd, it has been on the agenda for the past ;::;everal 
week;?;,, It has been requested by the sponsor to put it on 
the agenda, I put it first for interne 1 1 at ion?:; today, but he 
!'■■ e q I .tested to move it tor tomorrovi, Mi", Pres id on t,

The Pro;::; j. den t, All right. On that premi;::;e

(:::ori;:?• i de r”a t ion of Comm i t tee lbepoi'” t Wo , 23F

SUSPENSION OF SESSION

1;::; ;;?• u;::;penc:iea , it

The F'resi{::lent, With the ptermissioh of the Cl'tamtaer, the
sessi ;:;in is pended for one minute
oLijection, [There iras none.]

It was 5a 51 p,e, .

RESUMPTION OF SESSION

f-i t 6;: 01 pthe Bession eas reeumeci.

The F"'resident, TFie sessic:'n is resumed

TFie Majority Leader i;::; reccign i zed.
40
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BILL ON SECOND READING
S „ Ncj. 2630 P ra postsd Afrieri dmen ts

to the F'hilHealth Law 
i"Con tinua ti on )

£>enator Lena r d-a. Mr. F-Tesiden t, I move that we resume 
con side “"at ion of Senate Bill No. 2630 as reported out under 
Committee Report No. 25S.

Tlie F-'residen t. Is there any obJeotion? [Si 1 onceJ 
There being none,, resumption of consideration of Senate Bill 
No. 2630 is now in order.

Senator Legarda. Mr. F'resident, we are still in the 
period of interpellations. I ask that the sponsor, Sen. 
Juan M. Flavier5 be recognised.

The F'resident. Sen. Juan M. F'lavier is recocm i zed ,

manifestation of senator legarda
(Fleservation to Interpellate of SSenator Pimentel on 

S. No. 2630, Who is Out of the Country)

Sena tor Legarda , Mm F'reiden t, Seriator F'iinen tel
earlier made a reservation to interpellate. He is out of 
the country and it has not been verified whether he would 
proceed with the interpellation or not,, Senator Angar“a had 
promised that fie would talk to Senator F'imentel tonight. 
Other than Senator !:::'imen te 1 , there have been no other 
e n a t o i- s; w fi o r e is e r v e d, t o i. n t e r fj e 1 late.

T fie re has been a request from the sponsor to closie the 
period of , interpellations subject to the request of Senator 
F^'imentel , upon his arrival from the U.S., whether he would 
still want to continue his interpellations.

The !:::'resident. I think the suggestion is that Senator 
An g a I'" a will call Senator Pimentel tonight and in f o!“m him of 
the closure of the period of interpellations. And if indeed 
Senator Pimentel would want to in terpe11 ate, the closure 
will be reconsidered tomorrow upon information of Senator 
Angara, if indeed Senator Pimentel would wish to 
•in ter pe i i a te.

Senate::! r F" 1 a v i. e r . T f i a t ic: o r r' e c t, M r „ fi'" e :::• i. d e n t,



It that is tlie case then I move that
we close the period of in terpe 1 1 a ticjns on Senate Bill No. 
2630 under Committee Repor't No. 258.

The F'resident. Subject to that. condition,, is there any
Dbj ectic 
approved

in? [Silence] There being none,, the motion is

c> e n a t c; r" !•■• 1 a v j. e r", i 1 i e r e
a m e n d m e n t s , M„ i- r e s i d e r i t.

Senator Legarda. There are no committee amendments and 
thei'-e ar'e no reservations for individual amendments.

I move that the period of committee amendments be 
closed.

The F'resident. Is tlie re any objection?

There being none,, the motion is approved .

1. hi 1 encej

j O Yar Leqarda. There are no reservations ye 
individual amendments. I move that the period of individual

There being none., the motion is approved.

SUSF: ENSI ON OF" CONS I DEFIAT I ON O!"" 3. NO.. 2630

tSenator Legarda. I move tliat we suspend consideration

Tt.or'o being none, the motion is apprtaved „

"I t o Li (::: h w i t i 1 
! pi'"Dc;sed wi til

r'i o t a r" o u n n „
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