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Wlednesday, September 16, 1987
» CRUE
SENATE
RECORDS AND ARCHIVES DIVISION

~—— REGULAR SESSION
At 4:04 p.m,,
r‘P.F!;gPATE of the Senate,

38

the Honorable Jovito R, Salonga, President
called the Senate to order,

THE PRESIDENT.

The Senate session is-ealled to order,
Senator Herrera will lead us in the opening prayer.

PAGAMPO

SENATOR HERRERA,

Dios, nga makagagahum; Dios nga
Amahan namo, karong

panahona nga nagkaguliyang ang among

Gabinete, hinaut unta nga dili mo kami biyaan,

Ikaw man ang tuboran sa kaayohan, pasensya ug kalig-
dong,

Hinaut nga imong tagaan ug kaligdon

8, imong tagaan
ug igong kusog

é
» dili lang ang mga Miyembro sa Kabinete,

dili lang ang Bise Presidente, dili lang ang Presidente,

kung dili usab kaming mga Miyembro sa Kongreso nga unta mata-
bangan mo kami sa pagpangita ug sulusyon niining nagkalain-

laing problema nga nag-atubang sa among nasud karon,

kay ang
among Kapait dili malalim,

Ginoo, salamat sa tanan mo nga giya ug mga kaayohan nga
imong ihatag kanamo,
Amen,

THE
NOT TO BE TAKEN OUT OF
RECORDS AND ARCHIVES DIVISTON
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ROLL CALL
THE PRESIDENT. The Secretary will please call the
roll,

THE SECRETARY.

7.*They arrived after the roll call,

o
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OPENING OF THE SESSION

At <. 04 pv—the Honorable Jovito R. Salonga, President.of the
Senate, called the Senate to order.

THE PRESIDENT. The session is called to order,

ROLL CALL

THE PRESIDENT., The Secretary will please call the'roll,.

THE SECRETARY .
Present Absent
Senator Heherson T, Alvarez Y g

Sexator Edgardo J. Angara e o o o
Senator pito A, A u1no

2 oy N 2y B
Senator Joseph/EJcrc1t6AE§%1ada Ve G

.
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Senator Naptali A. Gonzalag o ey o

Senator Teofisto T. Guingona, Jr. o o
Senator Ernesto F. Herfefa "« « o« o o o
Senator Sotero He Lalitel, "= « o o o o o
Senator Jose D. Linagydr. “ o e s o
Senator Ernesto M./Maceda o o o o o o
Senator Raul ,S. Manglapus 5 0 0 a0 o
Senator OrlandofS. Mercado o « « o o o
Senator John H. Osmefia e o o o o o e
Senator Wigenjte T. Paterno . « « o o o
Senator Aquilino @, Pimentel, Jr, .« .
Senator Santanina T, Rasul . « « « o
Sed®oEyAlberto G. Romulo o « o o o s
Senator Rene A, V. Saguisag © o o o o
Senator Leticia Ramos Shahani G oo O
Sehator Mamintal Abdul J. Tamano .« « .

Senator Wighberto E. Tafiada o+ o o« « o o

EEREREEREEE R

Senator Victor S. Ziga c o e o o o o

The President G o0 06008 a0 o0

THE PRESIDENT. With-Z| Senators present, there is a cuorum.

*They arrived after the roll call.

(98]
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Manila
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N ame

:Present:Absent

Yes

No

Abstained

ALVAREZ, Heherson W

ANGARA, Edgardo J.

AQUINO, Agapito A.

ENRILE, Juan P.

ESTRADA, Joseph E.

GONZALES, Neptali A.

GUINGONA, Teofisto Jr.

HERRERA, Ernesto F.

LAUREL, Sotero H.

LINA, Jose Jr. D.

il e

MACEDA, Ernesto M.

28

MANGLAPUS, Raul S.

13.

MERCADO, Orlando S.

14.

OSMENA, John H.

U5

PATERNO, Vicente T.

PIMENTEL, Aquilino Jr.

17.

RASUL, Santanina T.

18.

ROMULO, Alberto G.

19K

SAGUISAG, RenesA. V.

20.

SALONGA, Jovito R.

2%

SHAHANI, Leticia R.

228

‘'TAMANO,  Mamintal A. J.

23.

TANADA, Wigberto E.

24.

7ZIGA, Victor S.
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THE PRESIDENT., With 21 Senators present, there is
a quorum,
THE JOURNAL
SENATOR MERCADO. Mr. President, I move that we dispense
with the reading of the g23523} of the previous session and
consider the same as approved.
THE PRESIDENT. Is there any objection? (Silence.)
The Chair hears none; the same /s approved,
REFERENCE OF BUSI NESS
THE PRESIDENT. The ‘Secretary will now proceed with
the reading of the Order of Business.,

The Secretary/ read the following Bills and Resolutions
on First Reading, the President making the corresponding
references:
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"Séssjoh"No. 36 AERRE Wedneéday;'Séptember 16, 1987

I. PRAYER
ST, RO CALLY

ITI. READING AND APPROVAL OF THE JOURNAL OF
- ..THE PREVIOUS SESSION . pi

]

IV. REFERENCE QLY BUSINES® ¢ Ee

" BILLE CN FIRGjimk LADIN”

. No. 103, entitled:

AN ACT PLACING THE ACCOUNTING UNITS AND QFFICES. OF v
"THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT AND GOVERNMENT~OWNED AND
. CONTROLLED CORPQRATIONS 'UNDER THE DEPARTMENT OF
BUDGET AND NANAGENTNT AND FOR- OTHER 'PURPOSESH™

Introduced by Sc.nator‘c Romulo Tanada, Pimentel, Jr.,
.and Rasuld S 3 X i

»

THE COMMLTTEED ON FINANCE AND CIVIL SERVICE AND GOVERN- -

TO

MENT PEORGANIZAT]ON

No. 104, enti¢led: ;
“AN ACT.$®» ESTABLISH ETHICAL STANDARDS FOR-ALL PUBLIC
OFEICERS® AND PRO%IDING PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS
. IHEREOF" '

; Introduced by Senators Salonga, Gulngona, Jr., Mercados,
and Sagulsag ' :

TUE COMMITTEES ON- CIVIL SERVICE AND GOVERNMENT REOQG \NIZATION;

ACCOUNTABILITY OF PUBLIC OFFICERS AND INVESTIGATIONS: AND
ETHICS AND PAIVILECES

: .'-—-OOO#{-— .
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" UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Serate Bill No. 38 (Cdﬁmitteé Renort No. 4), introduced by
Senater Gonzales, ‘entitled: 5 W
~ AN ACT REPEALiNG‘SECTION FORTY OF PRESIDENTIAL DECREE
; NUMRERED EIGHT HUNDRED SEVEN, OTHERWISE KNOWN- AS
THE CIVIL SER¥ICE DECREE" , ‘ =

‘Sponsor. : Senator Gonzal€s

Dissenting : Senator Osmena

\ R
-

Senate Bill No. 17. (Commifttee Report No. 7); introduced by
Senators Gonzales and Romulo, entitled: :
“AN ACT PROVIDING FOR A SYSTEM OF INITIATIVE AND REFER-
. ENDUM AND THE EXCEPTIONS THEREFRONM, WHEREBY TRE
PEOPLE IN(EBOGAL COVERNMENT UNITS' CAN DIRECTLY
PROPOSE AND/ENACT. RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES COR
APPROVE OR REJECT ANY ORDINANCE CR RESOLUTION
PASSED/BY THE -LOCAL LEGISLATIVE BODY" '

Sponsorss Senators Gonzales, Pimentel, Jr., and
- wlLina, Jise , 0

--000- -
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SENATOR MERCADO, Mr. President, to speak on a Question
of Personal and Collective Privilege, I request that we
recognize Senator Santanina Rasul,
THE PRESIDENT. Senator Rasul is recognized,
~ RASUL PRIVILEGE SPEECH
(0w Mo, (ounirtvof. SHTe I,
SENATOR RASUL, Thank you, Mr. President,
Mr. President, I rise to a Question'of Personal and

Collective Privilege affecting this Assembly,

The Philippine Leader, a newspaper which covers both

the Senate and the bigger House, in its September 14-20
&
issue on page 13, in an iftem entitled: "Aquino Convenes

Council of State even without yet EO for its being".
It proceeded to say, Mr. President, and I quote:

"But even, as the Council has been constit-
uted, questions on its formulmtion remained
unanswered, 'Malacafiang was silent on whether
or not President Aquino has signed an executive
order ,creating the Council .as suggested by
Congress.,

"It was even ironic that some of those who
were appointed as members of the powerful body
were at a loss on what their official functions
ared""

And I continue to quote:

"Emerging from the first session of the
Council that lasted two and a half hours,
palace Press Secretary Teodoro Benigno declined
to say in clear terms whether the Council was
set up in response to the politifal issues raised
by the Aug. 28 military mutineers led by Lt. Col.
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(
Gregorio "Gringo'' Honasan who is now the object
of a nationwide manhunt by the law enforcers,"

The MALAYA today, Mr. President, in its issue_came

out with an item, entitled:

, )
"PHB charges:
DE  FACTO UNTA. .,

(&)
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SENATOR RASUL;

\
1
\

J;Eﬁtiikéay "eﬁB Charges De Facto Junta Now In Place," and I will read:

Leaders of four cause-oriented groups tagged by the military
as front organizations of the outlawed Communist Party of the
Philippines, yesterday said the Aquino Government has adopted
a?¥und:l-quote%jWnilitary agenda in a de facto junta'to the Council Of
State.™ 7

The four organizations: Kilusang Mayo Uno, Partido Ng Bayan,
Bagong Alyansang Makabayan, and League of Filipino Students, claimed
that the recent creation of a State Council catered to the demands
renegade Col. Gregorio Honasan, leader of the August 28 failed ’
coup, whose group is reportedly set to mount another attack.
Leandro Alejandro, Secretary General of Bayan, also said his
group, which was among the organizers of the successful transport
strike last month, has been drawing up security measures against
the possible crackdown and a declaration of a state of emergency.
. "The de facto junta now:in place,”inejandro.saidfi”has the
military dictating policies and actions to civilian authorities."

\The civilian government,” (the-paper-continues,) is increasingly

adopting a military agenda.‘%fﬁdel Agcaoili, Chairman of the PNB,
added in a press conference:“\mMilitary sources said the Armed
Forces High Command is bent on the crackdown to neutralize right
wing forces that have been critical of the government's kid glove

treatment of Communists and their front groups."

And the article continues, Mr. President.

Mr. President, allow me please to recall in retrospect some events
that led to the formulation of the Council of Siate, in fairness to

the President, and to set the records straight.

Mr. President, as a nation we underwent a crisis such as we have

never known before. We went through a bloody and harrowing event

in which 53 people died and hundreds were wounded; an event in which

the very fate of our constitutional democracy hang in the balance.
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For the greater part of a whole day on August 28, the nation teetered

between the fold of a duly constitutaiéﬁnernment that sprung from
people power, and the grasp of a military junta that rode on.the
legitimate grievance of our suffering and neglected soldiery.

We were saved, Mr. President, by the fidelity to duty of the majority

of our soldiers, the skill and coogbeadedness of our loyal -military
officers, and of course, by the grace of the Almighty.. Yet, the sense
of grievance among our soldiers that made that Black Friday possible
at all is still there, and remains a threat/ to the very life of our
democracy.

Mr. Prsident, the grievances of ‘our soldiers are only a part
of the total dismal picture. We are forced to maintain a huge military
establishment because we are confronted on one side by a Communist
insurgency that has flourished for the most part of two decades and
on the other, rebellion in.my native Mindanao that has persisted in
spite of our peace-making initiatives.

I venture to say, Mr. President, that the Communist insurgency,
the Bangsa Moro rebellion, and the simmering discontent in the military
stem from one and the same thing-—-a common sense of outrage, a common
sense of being victims of injustice. And what is the nature of that
injustice? The injustice is that they are not equal with their more
fortunate and dominant countrymen in terms of status of economic

opportunities.

And that is the reason, Mr. President, that we are here in this
august Chamber, to fashion a set of laws that will bring about social,

economic, and political reforms, including reforms in the functioning
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of the government machinery so that it might be cleansed of the grime
of corruption, of ineptitude, callousness, indifference.

We have splendid opportunities and possibilities unfolding in
the Legislature. For if we are able to address the very roots-of
our problems and fashion effective and practicable reforms; then it
is our honor and privilege, Mr. President, to have achieved nothing
less than a revolution--the true revolution that will bring dbout

1&%
the long-term stability that we all have longed, and which EDSA was
only the promise.

The stakes are high, Mr. President. No_less than the long-term

viability of this nation is involved. The question is; }fzr‘e we using

all available resources of human intelligence to use in the pursuit

of these vital reforms? I am afraid'not, Mr. President. I am afraid

that the cause of the incompleteness of-our-consultations,-lack of--
-
diaLaguexf

4% )
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- vy incompleteness of our consultations,
lack of dialogue with bhe Executive, we may here and there
apply rather simple sSohutions to problems that are immensel}
complex, thag)of course, is dangerous.
The mutiny of 2 segment of the military last aug@st &«

the communist insurgencw and the rebellion in Mi@danao are

to do away wat# Complex problems
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hrough simple solutions. Since they deduot fiuve social

influence and economic power, since they feither have the

respect of their fellows nor access (i@ Bome of the amenities
- : i a0 s 4 : i :

of life that is due the dignity g£apgraspire for 4~ they have

/
resorted to grabbing political powofillﬁdulmwiully nd by forcd ¢~

in order to acquire the very @i tney lack. PThe solution is
simple, Mr. President, buff@t to tragic conseguences.

Mr. Presideant, allow @e to rccwllliu retrospect some cvents
that led to the formfAtion of the Touncil of State in fairness

to the Prcsideng qnd te set the record straight.

Mr. Presidentighen the Committee on National Defense and
'f‘."x(,
¥

Security of“witigh this humble Representation is/Vicc nairman,
\

when we met dter the aborted coup, the Committee was briefed
by the Chief of Staff, Secretary Ilcto, General De Villaj

General lErmita on the state of the nation's security.

Even before this briefing, Mr. President. this humble

Representation already received reports from various parts
of the country concernng the breakdown in peace and order.

In my own region;éRegion IX, what comes out in the natjonal
. . 1 1 7
dailies 1is but the tip of the iceberg -- and yet, thgse
\

o . - .
are alarming enoughL We read about the continuing armed

(
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confrontation in Basilan, the poisoning of younz trainees in
Zamboanga Uity, 26 of whom have died and 106 hospitalized for

various stages of poisoning. 4in my own province of oulujmmbhere

the votes of two towns remain uncounted up to this day’{éﬁﬁﬁgfew

from 9:00 p.m. to 4:00 a.m. has been impose@ and gfemade-launching

occurg right in the capital town of Jolo. uihis gumtemable situation

is aggravated by tie lack of electricity for quitefja long time now.
Mr. rresident, I could go and on, recitingda litany of near

anarchy in many parts of the country.
It was for all these reasons, Mr., Ppegident, that this humble
kepresentation proposed to the Committeefon national Defense and

security a resolution expressing the sense of the vommittee that

there was a need to immediatelydeonvene a voint kxecutive-Legislative

Council to address the growiag Whreats to our national securit%
and for that Resolutidm to \bedPresented at the plenary session of
this augnst Chambeh that sa&me afternoon.

However, Mr., Prie@iiident, there were objections to this Resolu-

ot
¢ grer
tion. It was thouzht that the Resolution was alarmisd and could

produce a negabiveyeffect.

Mr. President, that same afternoon; the distinguished Senator
from Mandaluyong spoke of the possible grant of emergency powers
to the HFesident. Thiés distinsuished Assembly felt that this was
a drdstid proposal. What was needed, in our view, ¥r. President,
was f’{’a Joing Executive-Legislative Council to meet with the
Bresidena to come up with an integrated national' plan to address

the growing threats to our national security and to discuss matters

of national importance.

foad
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Therefore, lr. President, this Revoresentation proposed the

Resolution expressipgg the sense of "the Senate that afternoon/ that
the President create and convene immediately a Joint Lxecutive-

Legislative Council with possible renresentations coming the
military and the privabe sector.

The distinguished Senator from Batangas, Mr. Pngsd t, stood
up to amend this Resolution by proposing, among e to name the
Council as the “ouncil of State. The amendmen my distinguished
Colleague from Batangas truly reflect Lists ev, academic
excellence, and legal éxpertise, for which & umble servant is
grateful.

Thus, Mr. Presidnntr these were e cts which led to the
Resolution to create and convene immgd ely the Council of State.

It was not the military that prop he Council.
_ to be
The fact that no less tha Press Secretary seems/\unaware of
- of Covenond
the circumstances kaading tg@, and the urgent need conveneAt

Council of State, reflec seeming lack of communication between

this august Chamber : gxecutive.

Mr. President, we ave no sure formula to solve the problems

of this country. if the lines of communication among the

Executive, th&1 lative, the military, the private sector, and

the Presidev stremgzthened and kmm—.{

3

7,

bc



FT II-1 9-16-87 4:15 p,.m, 4

SENATOR RASUL .

kept open7 fgere is no doubt some strategies can be evolved
to hellp solve our country's pressing problems. -
Thank you, Mr., President,
SENATOR MERCADO., Mr. President,
THE PRESIDENT: The Majority FhPOr Leader.
SENATOR MERCADO. To aVai%fg¥ﬁghe remainder O0f the privilege

hour, I request that Senator Maceda be recognized.

THE PRESIDENT. Senator Maceda 1s recognized

MAECELR PRITICEGCE SPEt '/ (Ul Hoo e
SENATOR MACEDA.. Mr. Presi ent. be ver 'brlek. I

IMS"' '0

will speak on two matters: one is procedural and two, substantive,

how
. . v /flﬂd
To begin with, we, just have(a meeting of the Committee on

Public Services,and I found out, to/my dismay,that the subject of

my_grivilege Epeech on August 12, ‘this year, of-course,
requesting that Gommittee to look into. the domestic fare increases of
Philippine Airlines, Vp to today, 7# . hgs not been referred to the Committcee
bed nei iz
I checked with the Senate Secretary, and he said that it was—wot referred
" because of oversight. That ﬁ%ivilege-é%ooch was very urgent because it
involves the riding public%a £ involvcs something that was asking for a roll-
back of domestic fare inereases. And, certainly, I am sorry, lr. President,
but I have to make it.on record that I want an investigation on this matter.
Because, it is not only this Representation who is involved but the entire
N4 h
countrx,because thad ié domestic—fare increases ofAPhilippine Airlinese.
Mr. President, the substantive matter that I would like to bring up is,
~u\ — : - )
I just like to,put on recor *Qﬁ-wdn spite of the fact that I have left
the UVIDQIyi was 1nformed today that the Vice President has tendered his
irrevocable resignation from the Cabinet. The Vice PrQSIdent, even at one
time, reportedly objected to my proposed appointment as Ambassador to the
United Nations. I mentioned that, Mr. President, to say that, in spite of

that, I have always had the respect for him. And pursuant to what I have

Y

D
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been saying these last few weeks in a Cabinet, where he is the

only member with political orientation left, if he will be allowed

to leave the Cabinet as he has tendered his irrevocable resignation,'
I think this is a very gnwelcome- development. And, therefores

I would like to appeal to the Vice President —- who was one

[ 4 o Nk 2 ;-
amd  fhe Fresidl it g/ heii”

/

of the closer friends of Ninoy Aquino -- to reconsider h%ﬁ/aecision,
to bend over backwards,and to patch up their differences because,
at this point in time, we need both of them as a team to work
<out our problems. I have the highest respect for the
Vice President, who has done his job well as Mimister and Secretary
of Foreign Affairs. 1 see no reason why he should leave ﬁhat
position and, much more so, 1 also see ne reason why he should
"be allowed to 1eave.the Cabinet.

Thank you, Mr. President.

SENATOR MERCADO. Mr./President.

THE PRESIDENT. The Majorit‘y Fitorow L?éder is recognized.

SENATOR MERCADO. May I request that Senator Tamano be recognized.

SENATOR TAMANO. Mr. President, I just wish to make it of record
that I join Senator Maceda +in his sentiments that the Vice-
President should not resign from the Cabinet, and that President

Aquino should prevail upon him to remain in the Cabinetas

Thank you, Mr. President.
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BILL ON SECOND REAIING. '/
SeMor (7= (MM ATIvE AND REFERENDUM)
SENATOR MERCADO. Mr. President, I move that we consider

Senate Bill No. 17 We are in the period of interpellations. It
was Senator Gonzales who has the floor when we left yesterday.
I move th:t he be recognized.

THE PRESIDENT. Senator Gonzales is recognized. Any
interpellations?

SENATOR SAGUISAG. Mre. President.

THE PRESIDENT. Senator Saguisag is recognizeds

(@]
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SENATOR SAGUISAG. Thank you, Mr. President.

Will the distinguished Gentleman from Mandaluyong yield?

f
SENATOR GONZALES., Gladly, to the Gentleman #fg "'} sig
J) <)

an¢ many other places. v

STINATOR SAGUISAG. Thank you. In the 'ttee Report,
I said that I agree to the concept bltv reservations in

e

relation to what I wrote down as Sect

ons 1 and 3. That was
a. slip of the pen, a so-called laps adlame which I would like

to correct now. I had rezlly 1A Sections 2(1) and Sections

30} $

On that page appea three places the phrase '"registered

voters, It appears in

I have no problem wi the use of registered voters in Section

2(2) vhich mex

of the Conatu iony /nanm ten percent of the total number
of regi d voters. Because,in determining the ten percent/
we ht o relate it to a fixed frame of reference.

In regard, however, to Secticns 2(1)and Secticn 3(1),
V

when registered voters refer to people who would mzXe use

of this prerogative, I have this concern whether this bill

ection 2(1), Section 2(2)/ an< Section 3(1).

vroduces what appears in Sectien 32, Article ¥I




2 o

=

yee

9-16-87 ITE-1 4:05 2
may be sublject to some constitutional challenge on the
ground that there may be an unequal protection of the lauw's

problem,

We all know, and I am subject to correcti 2re, that

we have no system now of conbtinuinge registr So that, if
v (& (&) b

this bill, assuming it passes, 1is availed of
child \
ne e

from now, my eldest/is 14 years oldjs ¥1 be enfranchised

°rs. And the waaézéhe

along witRAnmahy others who miﬁgé of hs

say four years

)

four years from now)along with mansg

law is phrased, my son
£ y Ay

/

age, four years from now or tj who may not be able to pes

ut of town or sick, may not be

ight.qi

And T was wondorin;/whether

ngister soon because they

able to meke use of th

in the period of an nts, the Gentleman from Mandaluyong
would considern igstead of using the term "registeresd voters' -
substitute i&h the term ”qu.alifigd voters" in the sense

that it § for instance in Senate Bill 92, on page 2,line

30; ar page 3, lines 7, 14, 17 and 24; because this can
re result, in my view, in unconstitutional disenfranchise-
ment,

SENATOR GONZALZES. Your flonor, please. ;, Insofazr as those
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< s 3 .- S
who would sign the petition, btmeh there ought to be a basis.

That is why the bill says, I meanfthere i.s reference

to the registry list used in the clection irmedia N.Aceding.

o

cult tc have a . .  If you will use quali:

-

there will be again a determination by the pction Registrar
together with a representative of the !‘op nents and a repre-

sentative of the local legislative ' They will still de-

termine now whether one who siggs 3 guainie

” — g ) . T .

Because, one maybe a quulltledﬁngfer without being & registered
.

voters L understand, Youx hor, and please correct me if I

am wrong)that a qualiyg voter is one who possesses all the

gualifications fo exercise of the right of suffrage and
does not suffergfrom any of the disqualifications.
(@ ther hand, a registered voter is not only a qualified
votes but s name appears in the registry list.
ve want a definite frameof reference, ”registered voters)"

&1@ ng to those whose names appear in the registry list of

voters.
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/a{?r\ So that this Board whose duty is merely to take

the signature, will not have the quasi-judicial authority
of still determining whether one who signs isl a qualified‘
voter or not,

SENATOR SAGUISAG. So)the tension or conflict here
is between the practical convenience of @dministration
and the denial of a right guaranteed under Article V,
Section 5 for which people have ,died, I meag their
right to vote. For instances as 1 said, my son, let
us take him as a typical example., He will be of age
nine years from now. [ No one in the neighborhood may
really question his'gualifications. it seems to me
that we should address our attention and energy towards
solving that problemrf’Maybg)there can be some kind of
another, registration, just to enable people. .- ,

Let us visualize a case. In X townp there may

bé 400,000 voters now. In a year's time, maybe)twof

ree years,“fodr‘years from now because of migration,

because of people who k=< come back from abroad or for
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any number of reasons, there are people who are really,
maybe even leading members of the community who may be
xkr denied the right to take part, the right/to make usev
of this right, because of the practical inconyenience that
has been identified by the Gentleman. /In other words,
I share that but I am really concerned that in case % a
voter challenges this, théi thisy will not be nullified
by the Supreme Court because we prefereéé convenience
to the enjoyment of a veryswaluable right,

SENATOR GONZALES., /Well, even in elections, there
may be qualified voters/and who, for oné reason or another,hdw&

/
failed to registerjand ¥é can not Vote;becauseﬂa condition
ene

precedent to voting is that gp must be a registered voter.
Nothing is‘heard about a challenge from these people
that they are denied the equal protection of the laws,
because. the opportunity to register is granted to everyone.
Nobody is prevented from registering.

SENATOR SAGUISAG., No, but unless we set nNnows—

)

because + can see a case where, for instance, an energetic

7 C
/

group of young people who have just turned s&éb@mmﬁ

o

(¥9]
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14,

or ninei#équay in fact gather all the signatures that
they

we want because)sometimes(wn are more committed and more
/
’

concerned than their busier elderg/and the Constitution

speaks of people, not of registered voters,
Lz
So 1 said, there is a difference beqééen4registered
voters for determin;g the base. Butiasito who should
exercise this right, I think)we should make every effort
possible

to see to it that every/qualided/citizen is able to

take part in it)becausgjit wou.d be anomalous .if here,

(7 - 6 .
égu haveﬂ9u%—of’thgp in the hypothetical case 1 cited,

e

100, 000 voters today}and then, 10, 000 to 20,600 new

voters two or three,years from now, they are able to put
J/‘

together, they expended theenergy and attention to get

10,000 or ,20,000 signatures)and then they are told,

"No matter how much work you have put into this, the

X
law,_is the law, dura lex, sed lex", §ﬁd\1 really am bothered
by this(égnstitutional concern in that concrete factual
setting., because their inability to register is because

of something that clearly was not their fault;but they

are the ones who are most interested in using this very

[ S
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interesting innovation.
SENATOR GONZALES. Yes. I am merely telling, you
the rationale for this provision in the Bill)an%l think,
without prejudice to anyone submitting the amendments
ak the
an proper tlme aed I would expect that that would be one
of the amendments that would come from ﬁhe Bentleman from
Pasig.
SENA TOR SAGUISEG. Yes, because as I have said,
the conflict here is betweén convenience and disenfranchise-

ment.

Thank you very.much.

THE PRESIDLNT. Any other 1nterpellation° ‘ /)f
A 5,‘( ) 5/5 / 5 7,’\"' ) / 7 / \//\ \,", 24 o
& 4 NJOL ¢ NCT7 AT s 1Pf’; A o x’;v N 7 211

SENATOR MERCADO Mf. President, I move that we

close the period for interpellation,and I move that

/
we suspen?xéoﬁsideration of this particular Bjll,
\
THE PRESIDENT. Is there any objection? (Silence,)
The €hair hears none. The same is approved.

SUSPENSION OF THE SESSION

SENATOR MERCADO. Mr. President, 1 move that we
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suspend the session.

THE PRESIDENT. There being no objection?

session is suspended for a few minutes.

i — It was 4:35 P. m.

the
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RESUMPTION OF THE SESSION

At 4:45 p.m., the session was resumed with Honorable
Jovito R. Salonga, presiding.

THE PRESIDENT. Session is resumed.

,

CoMMITTEE MEMPEPEH 1
SENATOR MERCADO. Mr. President, on a matter concerning

committees, I would like to submit the name of Senator
Leticia Ramos-Shahani as an additional Member of the Committee
on Local Governments.

THEFRESIDENT; Is there any/objection? (Silence.)

The Chair hears none; the same 1is approved.

ADJOURNMENTHOF SESSION
SENATOR MERCADO. (Mr, President, I move that we adjourn
the session till 4:00 ,0'clock tomorrow afternoon.
THE PRESIDENT. Is there any objection? (Silence.)
Session i6/adjourned until 4:00 o'clock tomorrow
afternoons

Tt-was 4:46 p.m.




