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EAFPLANATORY NOTE

The law profession is  one of  the most  pe igious in
PFhilippine sociebty. Lawysrs are respected and often placed,
whether deserved or not, in a pedestal.

Tt is thus necessary for us to improve the legal profession.
This bill aims to uplift the standards of the legal education,
and to prepare  the law student for advocacy, counselling,
problemn-solving and decision-making. Ferhaps more important, it
aims  to infuse in the would-be lawvers the positive values and
the ethics of the profession.

The bill oreates & Legsl Edoucation Cowncil which will  be
abttached for administrative purposes, to the Department of
Eoucaltion, Cultuwre and Sports (DECS) . The Council has  the DECE
Secretary as  Chairman and the members include representabives
from  the Supreme Court, Integrated Bar of  the FPhilippines,
Fhilippine Association of Law Schools (FALEY, and the Philippine
fusociation of Law Professors (FPALPY .

Amorig its functions, the Council shall administsr the legal
echication system in the country, supervise and regulabtes the legal
education systems, prescribe a minimum standard for law admission
tests, prescribe regquirements Jor pre-legsl edocsationg ancl
review, revisse and modifty the pressnt law curiculla.

This proposed Aot would greatly improve and uplidt  the
standards  of the legal edacation in  the country. For  these
raasons, the immediate approval of this bill is esrnestly urged.

EDGARDO J. ANGARA

Senator
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AN AC
FROVIDING  FOR  REFORME  INM LEGAL  EDUCATION, CREATING FOR - THE
FPURFOSE A LEGAL EDUCATION COUNCIL AND FOR OTHER FURFOBES

Be At enacted by the Senate and the House of Representatives
the Fhilippines in Congress assemnbled:

\

This Act shall be known as  the e

Section 1a
Education Reform Act of 19932,

Beoction 2. Decleraticon of Folici - Itods hereby declared

o

the policy of the State to uplif the standards of legal
aducation  in  order  to prapare law  students  for AdVOCACY ,
counsaelling, problem-solving, and decision-making:; to infuse in
them the ethics of the legal profession; and to  form  socially-
commitbted lawyers with integrity and competence.

Towards  this  end, the State shall undertake saporopriatbe
reforms in the legsal education system, reguire proper selection
of law students, maintain guality among law schools, and  reguire
legal apprenticeship and continuing legal seducation.

of L.eggal

Gection Se Beneral and Bpecific  Obiechives

~~~~~ Legal Education in the Philippines is geared to

attain the following general obiectives:

a. to prepare students for the practise of 1aw;

o  to provide especially-comnitted member of the legal
profession  of competence and integrity with an awareness of  the

-

nesds of deprived and oppressed sectors of socistys

c. to train persons for national leadershipsy

cha Lo contriboute towards the promotion and  advancement of
dustice  and  the improvement of its administration, the legal

system and legal institutions in the light of the historical and

contemporary  development of law in the country and in  obher



countries of the world.

1 education shall aim to accomplish  the following
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specific obischives.

a. to impart to the law students a broad knowledge of  law

and its various fields, and of legal institutionsg

e to develop their ability to search for the law and to
analvee, érticulﬁt@ and apply it @%%@ctively as well as to enable
them to gain a total approach to legsl probléems and issues;

. bto prepare law studenbts for advocacy, umunﬁﬁllimg. ard
decigion-making and their ability to deal with recognized legal
problems of the present as well as the anticipated problems  of

the fubure;

o students in & chosen

o

Fimle of law for gainful employment or as a foundation for fubare

training  beyond the basic professional degres and to develop  in

.

them  the desire and capacity for continuing  study  and  self-
improvensntesy

. Lo ingculcate in them bthe ethics and responsibilities  of

the lagal profes

s oy and

o to produce lawyers who pursue the lofty goals of  kheir
profession  conscieantiously and adhere to its  ethical norms
{aith%ullyn

Gerction & Lecial Educalion Councils CDrealion aryil

Gompositior, -~ To carry oult the purpo

of this fAct, there is

hereby crested the Legal Education Council, herein referred to as
the Council, ﬂttamhmd; For administrative supsrvision, to  the
Department of Education, Culture and Sporbs.

The Council shall be compossd of the S@cfetary of Education,
Cultwre and Sports as Chairman and the following as members:

1. One  representative of the Supreme  Couwh of the
Fhilippines to be designated by the Chief Justice of the Supreme
Cowrt as Vice Chailrmans

Ea ne representative of the Integrated Base of the



tation of Law

igrated by the Chairman of the Council

G PO M Lhe assoclation

Froom &

secdatdion of Loaw

4. One repr of the Philippine &

(FAlLFY to be designatad by the Chaivman of the Council

stibimd thed by bhe as

Frm Emn G riiim i e

Smction 5. Term of OFfice; Compensation. - The  term of

md s with Fd o e m

)

affice of  bthe Chailrmarn shall

of  EBEducation, Coltwe and Sports whils the obther
mezmbiars of the Council shall hold office for & term of five (5

viars  with  reappointment unless sarlier removed for cause. O

thi

firet appointed, the representative of the Bupremse  CDowrt

hplod of i for Five (5) vesrs, the representative of bhe

Tk, Four {43 the representative from  PALE, three (I

WERAT B, ard  the  repr ntative  from  FPALF, fwo

YA .

Appolntme yoshall be only For the unexpired

pevtion of the term of the predece

3 ]

cept for the Chairman of the Council who shall not receive
additional  compensation, the other members of the Council  shall
receive  such compernsation and allowances in accordance with  the
apmlicable wage classification and standardization laws.

S, fa  DFffice and Stafd Support. - the Department of

Ecucation, Cultuwe and Sports shall provide the necessary  office

and  staff support to the Council, with a principal office to  be

spated in Metropolitan Manila.

The Douncil may appoint such obther officers and employess it

sary in the performance of  its  powers and
funchions.

Section 7. Powers  and Functions. — For the puwpose  of

P
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anoil o shall have  the

achieving the ob

following powsrs and funohions:

-
-
i

the le syvabamn in the ocounds

1a Teor aoimini s

consisten with the provisions of this fAch

2e Te supervise  and  regulate  the countey’ s legal

soiucational dnstitutions  pursuant to the  provi

bt o g

welaeo Yo law admiszion te

A To presoribe & mindmum s

moiucatlong

Fa To  review, reviss, angd modify  The prasent 13

Taw  propear

currioulla,  which shall be contalnsd in & fow-vear

arcl elaeotisy

curicullum with  oore coue fomr hhe  puirp

oF i
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HY

svating hthe standar Loy

P
xu

a law prachi internship  which & 1aw

student shall wandsrgo o with any duly oli begd privabe or public

law office or firm for a p

Lot oof two academico summesr and the

Lrvbarvaning peeriod  of sachemi o summesr and the  dnbtervening

<aminatidon montl and bthe month when the

peariod  betwean bthe bar

dhe For this

result of bthe bar syamina
conried 1 ahall

guiddelinss  for ARG

v i oh

it
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the actual works of & new memnber of the

ol s on

T Tor provide a smechanism of

B

such  mindown standards as may be adopted by the

This  purpos

wicil o is he

s bhe O

EM AT @ o

the miniman standards. Conreses offered

gokools that do not me

titation shall not

v law schools wilthoul acor

of the Sar exaninabion courss Tl 6 g

for purpa

. To adopt & system of conbinuing dal  wmoducation. o

this purpose, ths Council may provide for mandatory sabttendasnce of

the

and for swuch oo

shising lawysrs in
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2. To perform such other functions and prescoribe such  rules
and regulations necessary for the attainment of the policies and

obiectives of this Act. .
i T - 2
” Fiinef ™ (1,] :
Section 8. Legal EBEducation Beesel. - (1) There is heaereby

createsd & Legal Education Fund, hereinafter referred to as the
Fund, that shall be established and maintained from the following

collections to be called Legal Education Fund: five percent (5%

e

af the total twition and matriculation fees of every law  student

inm every semnsster to be collected in addition to  the regular

ug

tuwition and matriculation fess: and Fifty (S0W) of the privilege

tad paild by svery lawyver.

2y The Fund shall be under the control of the Council  but
zhall be administersd as a separate fund by the Bocial Becwriby
Syetem (585) which shall invest the samse with due and  prudent
regard to the solvency, safelby and liguidity of the Fund.

(%) the Fund zhall he used to support faculty development
arants, professorial  chairs, library  improvemsnts and Tike
programs  for the advancement of law teaching angd education in

aceredited law sochool .

The Fund shall also be wsed for the operation of  the
Council. For this purpose, an amount not exceeding ten  percent
(10%) of the Fund shall be wtilized.

(é) The Council, in consultation with the 888 shall issus
the necessary rules and regulations for the efficient collection
of the Legal Education Fund.

Section 2. Appropriation. - The amount of one million pesog

(F1,000,000) iz hereby authorized to be appropristed out of  the
savings of the Department of Education, Culbure and Sports.
Thereatter, the necessary appropriations shall be iﬁaludwd in the
Annual  Gensral  Appropriations Act  under  the budget of  the

Department of Educaticon, Culture and Sporis.



Bection 10. Separability Clause,. - I+ any provision of this

Act s declared unconstitutional or the application thereof to
any  person, circumstances or transaction is held invalid, the

validity of Tthe remaining provisions of this Aot and  Lhee

applicability of such previsions to other persons, circumstances
and transactions shall not be affected thereby.

Section 11. Repealing Clause, — AL laws, decrees, executive

orders,  rules  and regulations,  issuances o parts thereof

inconsistent  with this Acht are hereby repealsd or  amended
accordingl v,

oy

Section 12. Effectivity, = Thig Act shall take efifect after

fifteen (1I) days following the completion of its publication in
the MHficial BGarebte or in any twoe &) newspapers of  general

ciculation.

Approved.,



