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AN ACT
ESTABLISHING THE NEGROS ISLAND REGION, AND APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Philippines in 
Congress assembled:

SECTION 1. Short Title.-This Act shall be known as the "Negros Island Region Act".

SEC. 2. Declaration of Policy. - It is the avowed policy of the State to promote efficiency 
in the government and to accelerate social and economic development. Toward this end, the 
State shall continue to encourage administrative decentralization to strengthen the autonomy 
of local governments, enhance the delivery of public services, and promote a more equitable 
distribution of opportunities and resources in the regions toward a strong and self-reliant 
nation.

8 SEC. 3. Creation of Negros Island Region. - The Negros Island Region (NIR) is hereby
9 created composed of provinces, including the cities, municipalities and barangays located in the

10 provinces of Negros Oriental, Negros Occidental, and Siquijor, including Bacolod City.

11 SEC. 4. Negros Island Region Technical Working Group. - A Negros Island Technical
12 Working Group (TWG) is hereby constituted composed of representatives from the Office of
13 the President, the Department of Budget and Management, the Department of the Interior and
14 Local Government, the representatives of the Office of the Governor of the provinces of Negros
15 Oriental, Negros Occidental and Siquijor, and all the elected District Representatives of the said
16 provinces, including the Representative of Bacolod City.

17 The TWG shall formulate strategic plans to put in place the institutional arrangements
18 for the NIR; recommend to the Office of the President the preferred location of the Regional
19 Center; arrange the requirements for the organizational development, staffing, and budgeting
20 of regional line and regulatory agencies, as well as the imperatives for development planning
21 and investment programming.

22 SEC. 5. Department of the Interior of Local Government as NIR Secretariat. -
23 Notwithstanding the activities of the NIR-TWG, and to ensure the smooth transition of basic
24 services, the DILG is hereby designated as the Secretariat of the TWG until the latter has
25 completed its task. The plans and recommendations of the TWG shall be approved by the
26 President.

27 SEC. 6. Role of Government Agencies. - All departments, bureaus, offices, agencies, and
28 instrumentalities of the national government, including government-owned or controlled
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corporations and government financial institutions, are hereby directed to extend full 
assistance to the NIR-TWG in support of its functions and activities.

SEC. 7. Appropriations. - The amount necessary for the initial implementation of this Act 
shall be charged against the current year's appropriations of the Department of the Interior and 
Local Government. Thereafter, such amount shall be included in the annual General 
Appropriations Act.

SEC. 8. Repealing Clause. - All laws, decrees, executive orders, rules and regulations 
which are inconsistent with this Act are hereby repealed or amended accordingly.

SEC. 9. Effectivity. - This Act shall take effect fifteen (15) days after its publication in the 
Official Gazette or in a newspaper of general circulation.

Approved,


