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No. 45

The SPEAKER. The Secretary will call the roll. The SECRETARY, reading:

THE ROLL CALL WAS DISPENSED WITH BILL FOR FIRST READING

Mr. ALBANO. Mr. Speaker, I move that the roll call By Congressmen Ricohermoso and Espinosa (H. No.
be dispensed with. 1713), entitled:

Th.e SPEAKER. Is there any objection? (After a
paUde.) The Chair does not hear any. The roll call
is dispensed with. Thel'e is quorum.

APPROVAL OF THE JOURNAL

Mr. ALBANO. Mr. Speaker, I move that the reading
of the Journal of the prQCOOdings of the last session
be also dispensed with and that the same be approved.

The SPEAKER. Is there any objection? (After a
pause.) The Chair does not hear any, The reading
of the Journal of the proceedings of the last session
is dispensed with and the same stands approved.

The Secretary will read the order of buelne.ss.

An Act to provide for the ,establishment of the National Jndi~t

Children's Hospital, appropriating fundi for the purpol!C.

The SPEAKER. To the Committee on Health.

PETITIONS

COfD'Dunication from Congreaaman Tito V. Tizon. forwanliQg •
copy of the Resolution adopted by tbe pubUc IChool leacben 01
Santa Rita District, Santa Rita, Samar. earnestly requeltin!
the early approval of the Bill QO Bacl~ Pay recently paacd by
the Senate. (Pet. No. 454. lit C. P.)

The SPEAKER. To the Committee on Appropria
tions:

817

H USE OF ~ ~? ENTATIVES
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·1414E BtLL

Mr. ak r, I move that we~
III No. HH.

RATt N F H

luti n 0.!l2 of the Municipnl Coun 'I of lItning n, Mal·
b t on the same subject-mr.tter. (Pet. o. 457, lit 0, P.)

, r"tadinp:

EXPLANATOR.Y NOTE

fhe SECRETA

I ") , •

The SP AK Is h r mry objection1 (Silenee.
The Chair does not hear any. The consid on of
HOIl. e Bill Nc. 1414 is r.-cw In OTder, The g-~1'Y

~ ,/ /' /' ,
wm rc d tIt btll. . .! ,', J

I '

The preaent bill aeeb to create· the barriot of Can-avid. CDo
lina, Barok, C:uangaya, Mabuhay, Camantaog, Canila,., PandoI'
and Balagon al an independent municipality to be known as mu
nic~pality of Can-avid.

gno, Surl·
aI Ohe \Sf

neatl h.

I J '",' ..

To th Committee on National Lang
uage.

I .

E KElt To the Committee on National Lang
uage.

The

Th

COMMIlTEE REPORT

Report of the Committee on Health (C. Rpt. No.
647, 1st C. P.), re H. No. 1299, entitled:

The group of barrios aggrrgate a population of DO less 1ha:a
ten thowand lOuis and an income from real estates of DO less tb:m
lix thou!l3nd pesos per annum. The prognss in edueatioG aDd
ecoD:lmic condition of the inhabitants thtre£ore, justify the c:rc:.
tion of theJc barrios ioto an' independmt municipality.

An Act limiting the OWDerIhip of drug stores to lice.nsed pharma.
aSIa,

recommending its approval

Sponsor: Congressman ,Ricohermoso;

The municipality of Dolores, Samar, has no less than twaltJ
barrios and hal a very ext~Mive krritory. The police work or
the maintenance of peace and order will be made easier by the
creation of these barrios into a RpaRte and indqJeDdcnt body
politic. The distance from the poblacion of Dolores to the remot
eSt barrios of Pandol and Balagon is estiJna~ to be ~ Iicss
than 20 kill meten.

Dissenting: Congressmen Fernandez and Tojong-.

The SPEAKER. To the Calendar of Unassignpd Busi
ness.

In view of the foregoing ·consideration, the undersigntd ft

spectfully requests unanimous approval of said bilt.

(Slid.) ADJlIANO D. LOMUNTAD
COn8reS,lm4n, srd Dis/fiR, s.-r

USQMPTION OF THE SUSI N

Mr. ToPACIO NUENO. I raise the question of quorum.

The SPEAKER. The session is suspended.

Mr. LEUTERJO. Mr. Speaker, J ask for the immediate
coDRideratioD of House Bill .No. 1395, creating the
barrio of San Policarpio and certain barrios into a
municipality.

I.

Be it enaoted by the Senate and House of RfJPf" ita
tives of the Phil'ippine in Congress a8 embled:

action.. The rriOI of n· vi<l, ouna Bamk, (laDSll,l\-'
aya, Mabllhay, Camantang, CluIil y, Pandol and Balason. are but- ..

by comtllut <I a. a ICpar te and independebt .eipallty to be •
known a. tho Municipality of Can·avid,

AN ACT CREATING THE BARRIO OF CA -AVID AND
CERTAIN BARRIOS INTO A MUNICIPALITY.

ctiQJl 2. Tbe QllU\i iJ)41 lJ\ayor,' viCC.m4 ,Md CQuucilqn of ..
tho m:wly reat d IJ\llni !w.\ity ,haU be apPQlotcd b)' the ~denr

of tho R. public of th PhUippin I to hold office. until ~e suecess·
on arc du.Jy ele t d and quaUfied. .

THE SESSIONSUSPE HON

The SPEAKER. The seBsion is resumed. tloll S' Tbl A t holl take elf t upon· its approval.
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Th SPEAKER. Th sp
thl r.

r h m ur h r. AL AN •

1t1UNTAD.

it.a rna

,ith

8 1

mark lite.

RE MAN Mr. ALBANO. Ar the people of those bard wiIJ.
log to 00 converted Into a municipality?

Mr. AD. Mr. peak . and Gentlemen of the
H u : Thi impI bill which seeks to create the
bani s of n-a'd, arolina, Barok, Casangaya, Ma-
buhn , Camantang, Canilay, Pandol, and Balagon as
an ind pdtmunicipality to be known as municipal
it cf Can-avid. Inasmuch as it is our policy to
grant an independent existence to barrios desiring
to be a municipality, if and when these barrios pos
s the necessary conditions and requisites for an
independent political existenoe as a local government, I
am asking' the benevolent consent of the Members of
this Body for the unanimous approval of this bill.

Mr. LoMUNTAD. Yes, they are willing; in fact that
is their petition.

Mr. ALBANO. I thank the gentleman from Samar.

Mr. ARNALDO. ·Mr. Speaker, will the gentleman
yield?

The SPEAKER. ·The gentleman may yiel<l, if be so
desires.

Mr. LoMUNTAD. With pleasure.

Mr. ALBANO.
yield?

Mr. Speaker, will the gentleman Mr. ARNALDO. I just wish to find out from the
gentleman from Samar, if this proposed municipality
is taken away from another municipality.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman .may yield, if he 80

pleases.

Mr. LoMUNTAD. With pleasure.

Mr. ALBANO. In what province is this proposed
municipality l()f'~ted?

r. LoMUNTAD. In the province of Samar.

r. ALBANO. What municipality is affected by
the change?

r. LoMUNTAD. My town, the municipality of Do
Jores, Samar.

Mr. ALBANO. What is the population cf the barrie?

r. LoMUNTAD. Not less than eight thousand. The
entire municipality has a population of twenty-two
thousand.

Mr. ALBANO. What is the estimated income of the
proposed municipality?

Ml'. LOMUNTAD. Not less than '5,000. It has tae
necessary plaza and cemetery. In other words it
complies with the requisites required in the creation
of a municipality.

Mr. LoMUNTAD. Yes.

Mr, ARNALDO. From what municipality is it taken'!

Mr. LoMUNTAD. From the municipahiy of DOlores,
which is a very big municipality.

Mr. ARNALDO. To what classification does that
municipality belong?

Mr. LOMUNTAD. To third class.

Mr. ARNALDO. And this municipality which is
going now to be constituted will become, perhaps,
fifth class, will it not?

Mr. LoMUNTAD. ,The ne,,: municipality?

Mr. MNALDO. Yes.

Mr. LOMUNTAD. Very likely.

Mr. ARNALDO. What is the estimated income?

Mr. LoMUNTAD. Not less than '5,000. We have
studied that aspect of the question. . .

Mr. ARNALDO. Before the s~paration of this mu-
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nicipality, what is the total incom ? from Manila for his generosity, but I decline to have
th honor.

Mr. LoMUNTAD. Th total incom ran s. Th
average is from 10,000 up.

Mr. ARNALDO. I ther no d ng l' that, if this n w
municipality will be taken awa , th old municipality
will disapp ar?

Mr. LoMUNTAD. This matter has been thoroughly
studif'd, and th re is nothing to fear abcut that.

Mr. ARNALoo. Studied by whom?

Mr. LoMUNTAD. By the corresponding local officials
and myself, being the representative of that munici
pality.

Mr. ARNALDO. But this case has never been brought
before the Department of Finance or before the De,..
partment of the Interior, is not that a fact?

Mr. LoMU TAD. I did not take the trouble, consid
erinS!' that ilie Department of the. Interior will have
no objection, precisely because it has the necessary
conditions required to become a new municipality.

Mr. ARNALoo. Will both the mother municipality
and the new municipality become part of the gentle
man's district?

Mr. LoMUNTAD. Yes.

Mr. ARNALoo. Thank you.

Mr. ToPACIO NUENO. Mr. Speaker, will the gen
tleman yield?

The SPEAKER. The gentleman may yield, if he so
pleases.

Mr. LoMUNTAD. With pleasure.

Mr. TOPACIO NUENO. Will the g£Dtleman accept
an amendment?

Mr. LoMUNTAD. What is the nature of the amend
ment?

Mr. TOPAC/O NUENO. That this municipality be
named "Justice Lomuntad".

Mr. LoMUNTAD. I wish to thank the gentleman

Mr. T AC/O Nu NO. We have a precedent here;
we nam d a municipality after the Speaker.

Mr. LoMUNTM>. No, th e is none yet.

Mr. TOPAC/O NUENO. Yes, there is a municipality
~amed after the Speaker.

Mr. LoMUNTAD. We have not yet approved that
bill

Mr. TOPAC/O NUENO. I think we should immor
talize a colleague.

Mr. LoMUNTAD. I should much prefer to have It
named Nueno.

Mr. TOPACIO NUENO. Mr. Speaker, another amend
ment: that the 'Officials be elective instead of appoint
ive.

Mr. LoMUNTAD. I should like to inform the gen
tleman from Manila that the officials are going to be
elected; there is no question about that; in the mean
time, however, they will have to be appointed in or
der to get the municipality started.

Mr. TOPACIO NUENO. I have an idea to serve d<!
mocracy: al1 the tenientes del barrio should hold a
convention to ele.ct the first mayor and municip31
ccuncilcrs. I should like to reason that out. If we
allow the appointment of city officials, it will not be
conduciv~ to democl·acy. Before, I reported out sev
el'al bills regarding the creation of cities with the
understanding that the mayors should be electi. e. I
nresanted bills after bills for the election of ci ma
ors but the Committee on Rules has not r ported
any of them. We ocntinued creating city after city,
the officials of which are all appointed b the Pr 
Ident. There are so many cities and towns now t
ed, the officers 'Of which are all appointed by lh
President. If this policy will continue, we shall make
the PrEsident a virtual dictato·r; and w will d priv
the people of their I'ight to s lect their local officials,
So, I have adopted a pclicy ill my ommitt e, which
I suppose will be dissolved today, jf th news reports
are tru that in a c ucus th y hav decid d to oust me
ft'om the Committ ,and I consider that as another
slab in the back, b cnus I was not pI ent when
that was taken· up. I.am waiting for it to be discussed
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on the floor not b caus I do not want to b oust d
but I want to say som thing about the procedure
adopted. Now, as I was saying, I have adopted the
policy, when I noticed that this administration does
nut like elective officials, not to l' ,port any more bills
regarding the creation of cities and towns unless the
officials thereof are made elective. Even in Russia
wh n Stalin noticed that the people were already be
hind him, either by hook or by crook, he always re
ported that he had selected his cabinet and that his
policies and enunciations were supported 100% oy
the people, although Stalin has bodyguards less nu
merous than- the bodyguards of our public officials
here. But the tenaency is to give the people as much
power as possible. Now, if we, allow the cre,ation of
this municipality with appointive local officials, it
means that these officials will sit from today, from
the creation of this municipality, up to 1952.

Mi', LoMUNTAD. Up to 1949.

Mr. ToPACIO NUENO. No, there will be no local
election in 1949. So, it means that if we create mu
nicipality after municipality, and city after city with
appointive mayors and councilors, these people will
he grateful personally only to the President, and the
President will use' than for election purposes. Be
cause according to the bills regarding the creation of
-:ities, such as the cities of Legaspi and Naga, the
local officials will be appointed by the President and
their terms of office will termin'ate at the pleasure of
tae President-and I should like to amend the prov
ision by putting "at the pleasure of ~he Liberal lead
ers" or rather "at the pleasure of the Congr.essional
Representative." That would be better.

So I say, this would lead to dictatorship. The beRt
policy-if we want to be liberal-to serve the inter
ests of democracy is that we should begin electing
the local officials instead of creating a municipality
or a city with appointive mayors and councilors. I
do not see any good idea in appointing, for example
in Iloilo, four or five officials and electing the other
four or five. It seems to me that the admin,istration
is always jealous of its dictatorial powers: it does not
want to give more power and autonomy to the people

, although in, our platform we always announce local
autonomy-to give more power to the local and CIty

officials. We promised the people of ManiJa.-and
it is in the platform of the Liberal Party which was
duly approved in a convention-that the City of Ma.
nila would have an elective ~yor, but when Pres
ident'Roxas was elected and we reminded him as well

as th lead rs about this, they aid that it was not
good to elect the Mayor crt. Manila. That is another
betrayal of the public w al-decciving the people
of Manila and this is another defection, patronized
by Justice Lomumad with his knowledge-in good
faith, of course-because he is one &f the most saint
ly-minded representatives nere. In justice to bim
I am sincere-I would sa.y that Justice Lomuntad is
one of -the most good-intentioned, innocent-looking
Congressmen in this House; he does everything in
goo<! faith.

Mr. ARNALDO. Mr. Speaker, will the gentleman
yield?

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Manila may
yield to the gentleman from Capiz, if he so desires.

Mr. TOPACIO NUENO. With pleasure.

Mr. ARNALDO. The gentleman mentioned that Jus
tice Lomuntad is a. victim of deceit in presenting this
bill. Does the gentleman mean to say that this bill i~

authored by somebody else and that it was just pre
sented by Congressman Lomuntad?

Mr. TOPACIO NUENO. No, I do not mean that he
is not the author of this bill. What I mean is that,
taking advantage of his good faith, by making him
believe that appointive officials are preferable, he was
led to present this bill. I am only driving at that
point-regard,ing the election of officials. So, I hope
tha.t, inasmuch as Justice Lomuntad is in favor f
democracy, he will accept my amendment by making
the officials elective; and I believe that this wiII be
good for him because this will make him popular.

Mr. LOMUNTAD. Mr. Speaker, I think I have al
ready manifested to the gentleman from Manila that
I cannot accept his proposed amendment, and I should
like to make a few remarks in connection with that·
amendment. Mi'. Sp'eaker, I think we have already
approved in past sessions the creation of several mu
nicipalities, and in the interregnum, we have always
provided that the local officials ()f the newly-created
municipalities are to be appointed by His Excellency.
the President of the Philippines, until such time as
their successors shaH have been duly elected and qual
ified. It does not mean that these municipalities will
not participate in the election; they will. But in the
meantime and ina&much as after the approval of this
proposed law they will immediately have to exist as
an independent body politic, from that time the loca!
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Mr. TAl No . We do not like to mi88 you
In thl will ju t abstain; it is fundamental;
I nnot withdraw.

y th way, what Is th Dam of this municipality?

. Mr.
tleman

r. pak r will th gen- Mr. L MVNTAD. Can·avld.

Mr. TOPACIO Nu NO. What is the meaning of that'

Mr. LoMUNTAD. It has a sentimental m Ding; I
do not know exactly what it means, but it has a tren
timental signiflcance to the residents ()( that locality
in the sens that it was the name of a former aborigine
or Malayan.

Mr. TOPACIO NUENO. Why not name it after g

gue-rrilla leader or a martyr?

ntl an may yi Id, if he so

Willingly.

R. Th

.Mr~ Lot.dUNTAD

1'J"C""i"I. I not the gentleman- from
f the fight here last night be au e of

e appointiv fflctals of Ormoc7 Thi will b another
fight tween the gentleman and somebody.

Th
d

J.iUMU'NTAD. I will assure the gentleman from
that in my place it will not so happen because

i no quarrel there between Congressmen, n<l r
bet:weleJl Congressmen and Senators.

TOPACIO NUENO. How can· the gentleman
guarantee that?

Mr. LOMUNTAD. That is the concern of the peo
ple there, on account of the fact that the name "Can
avid" has a sentimental meaning to them.

Mr. TOPACIO NUENO. Is that the name of a person?

Mr. LOMUNTAD. Yes, of a former Malayan.

• LoM TAD. I can guarantee that because, in
past, we had already created municipalities and

we always had easy sailing in the appointment of
local of1icials.

Mr. TOPACIO NUENO. Does the gentleman i>el n
to that generation?

Mr. LOMUNTAD. We all belong to the Malayan race.

Mr. ToPACIO UENO. Is the candidate for Mayol'
of this proposed municipality a man of the gentleman
from Samar? If he is, I will favor the passage of
the bill; if the gentleman is the one to select the
mayor of the municipality, I will have no objection.

Mr. LoMUNTAD. I will be the one.

MI'. TOPACIO NUENO. Was that man a rajah?

Mr. LOMUNTAD. I do not know.

Mr. TOPACIO NUENO. If he was rajah or a sultan
the gentleman may be a prince tomorrow.

H . BILL . 1

The SPEAKER. Period of amendm nts. Ax th
Mr. TOPACIO UENO. Because I have always fa- any amendments? (The'te was non .

'\'ored the policy that every representative should be
g1'V the right to ,.select the local officials in his di!l'
trict.

Mr. LoMUNTAD. I am glad to inform the gentle·
man from Manila that 1 have been recommendin ,..
men foJ' appointment and my recommen 8 have al
wan been appointed.

Mr. TOPACIO Nv NO. Th g otl an is lucky.

lrir. LoMUNTAD. 1 am n yet candl
election j it ia yet too early.

for l' • anA!
. Th

N/).
blll.
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