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Socialite seeks Congress
post for the fifth time

DAVAO CITY — Sonja Habana Rodri-
guez has filed her certificate of candidacy,
her fifth in as many elections, for congress-
woman of Davao City’s third district. She
was dressed in black when she went to the
Comelec office. Socialite Sonja sought the

in vain in the elections in 1995 against

Lopez, and in 1998, 2001 and 2004
wkuylopa.sonofhhmm
man. Aides of Sonja, who accom;
to the Comelec office at Magsaysay Park
here, said the black dress signified Sonja’s
intention to lift residents of the third district
from poverty. (Gil Abarico)

WHERE TO STAY IN MINDANAO

The WARCO POL0 - DAVAD (AAA) Davao CRy (062) 2210888
GRAMD MEN SENG HOTEL Davao City (082) 221-9040
HOTEL ELENA Davao City (082) 233-1941
REGENCY INN Davao City (082) 222-5819
DAVAD FORTUNE INN Davao City (082) 221-0819
PEARL FARM BEACH RESORT Davao CRy (082) 2219970
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AGUSAN NURSE

. Students of Loreto National High School and their principal, Carmelito Anino, arrived in

full force to und.rhk. b-gglng opontlon in preparation for seedling production at the nursery (at back-
and

ground) of the P

and Natural

ces (DENR)-C
Natural Resources Office (C!Nlo) In Loreto, Agusan del Sur. (nlk. Crismundo)

2 couples face off in Cotabato, Kabunsan

COTABATO CITY - Residents here
are expecting an exciting race between
two couples for the mayorship here
and for the lone congressional seat of
this city and the new province of Shariff
Kabunsuan.

“The couple versus couple fight is
drawing attention from the voters and
media people,” a reporter of a weekly
tabloid here said.

The couples are City Mayor Musli-
min Sema and his wife, Bai Sandra, and
incumbent Rep. Bai Zeny Dilangalen
and her husband, the former three-
term congressman of Maguindanao’s
first district (now Shariff Kabunsuan)

Mayor Sema, who is seeking reelec-

tion, is being challenged by former
Congressman Dilangalen. Sema’s
wife, Bai Sandra, is aspiring for the
congressional seat. Dilangalen’s wife,
Zeny, is seeking reelection for the same
congressional seat

The Semas belong to the administra-
tion party coalition chaired by President
Arroyo, while the Dllangalens are allied
with the Partido ng Masang Pilipino of
former President Joseph Estrada

Bai Sandra, a former UN commis-
sioner on education and education
secretary of the Autonomous Region
in Muslim Mindanao, lost to Bai Zeny,
the incumbent lady solon, in the 2004
polls. But Bai Sandra is confident she

will make it this time with her enlarged
mass base and the support of the ad-
ministration.

Former cony Dilangalen re-
called that he and her wife won in the
last four elections, saying they would
make it for the fifth time because of
their congressional projects.

In the city mayoralty race, Mayor
Sema and Dilangalen are |omed by
E: 1lita Juliano-T. ab
woman who had filed an election pro-
test against Sema in connection with
the last nayoralty election here

Christian voters in this city consider
Juliano-Tamano as the “candidate to
reckon with.” (Ali Macabalang)

Frt products closely watched

Log smugglers active
during long vacation

BUTUAN CITY — Forest officers of
the artment of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR) in North-
eastern Mind have tigh d their
watch on forest products being trans-
ported in this city.

“Our close monitoring of the ac-

tivities of timber and illegal
log and lumber traders will continue
without letup even after the observance
of the Holy Week,” DENR Caraga Re-
gional Executive Director (RED) )
min T. Tumalivan said.
REDT li issued a
dum to his regional field

Resources Officers (PENRO) and 13
P g N, I Re-

Env
sources Officers (CENRO:s), directing
them to keep a tight watch on forest
products that are being moved during
and after the Holy Week.

He specifically ordered PENRO
Rosendo Asunto of Agusan del Norte
and Butuan City CENR officer Achil-
les Ebron of Nasipit International Port
in Nasipit, Agusan del Norte whose

Officer Raul Rosales whose ic-
tion covers the western part of the
province, to keep close monitoring of
forest products passing through their
respechve jurisdictions.

umhuan md log su!uggim

and

long vacation such as the Holy Week

break, that they transport ille-

gally sourced forest ucts at night.
Meanwhile, PENRO Asunto and

With the alm order, they said the
personnel can still spend their time
with their families. However, the
DENR has to maintain a forr:e to man
the forest ing check
highways as well as the Agusan Rlvtr,

they also said
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S. No. 2249
H. No. 5956

Republic of the Philippines
Congress of the Philippines
fletro Manila
Thirteenth Congress
Third Begular Session

Begun and heid in Metro Manila, on Monday. the twenty-fourth day
of July, two thousand six

[ REPUBLIC ACT NO. 9417 ]

AN ACT TO STRENGTHEN THE OFFICE OF THE SOLICITOR
GENERAL, BY EXPANDING AND STREAMLINING ITS
BUREAUCRACY, UPGRADING EMPLOYEE SKILLS AND
AUGMENTING BENEFITS, AND APPROPRIATING FUNDS
THEREFOR AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the L

SECTION 1. Declaration of Policy. — It is the declared policy of the
mmmmwwwmmem"mmn-pmwwuu
Punulnlbmhpdcymloon-un
the legal service of
ummmoﬂudtmsauuoon«-v
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be encouraged

SEC. z.mcndon ~ The staff of the Office of the Solicitor Géneral
shall bg and their From fifteen (15) legal
m mmmnmwny(:w;bo-ldmuon-mmoonlcuol

n the and

lh.ﬂ

and

.dmlmsumn support p.r‘onn.l and pvovmon for -mplo oﬂk;a space.
Each by a General,
shall consist ol ten (10) l.wy-m and luch other personnel as may be
necessary for the office to carry out its fi
The presemt administrative structure of the Office of the Solicitor
shall be reorg into the Financial Management Service
Docket and Case Management Services and the Human Resources
Management Service. Each of these shail be composed of the necessary
divisions and sections
The legal and non-legal staff of the Office of the Solicitor General
the pr by the ge in this Act at
the time of its Ippvovll shall thereafter occupy the positions mandated by
this Act, and discharge the duties and functions of their new positions and
m the corresponding salary and benefits without the necessity of any

SEC. 3. Standards. — The Solicitor General shall have a cabinet rank
and the same , rank, p
ail s as the P g Justice of the Court
General, those o' an Associate Justice

efits and

of . an
Mm.counm»p-u

rank, p and
M of So«cnou .h-ll b. the same as judges npecmed as follows
Regional Trial Court Judge

Metropolitan Trial Court Judge
Municipal Trial Court in Cities Judge

Senior State Solicitor -
State Solicitor Il -
State Solicitor | =

The Solicitor General shall determine the qualifications, prerogatives
of the A

—~ The basic monthly compensation of

R ) State Solicitors and

and
the General,

Associate Solicitors shall be as follows

POSITION SALARY GRADE
FROM TO
Solicitor General 30 31
Assistant Solicitor General 20 30
Senior State Solicitor 28 29
State Solicitor Il 27 28
State Solicitor | 26 27
Associate Solicitor Il 25 26
Associate Solicitor Il 22 25
Associate Solicitor | 18 24

The positions and salaries of non-legal personnel in the Office of the
Solicitor General shall be raised to the level of their counterparts in the Court
of Appeals

Subject to the of funds, the and p of personnel
of the Office of the Solicitor General granted urldov this Ac( m.y be further
increased to match any corresponding later
granted to their respective counterparts in the Coun of Appeal.

SEC. 11. Funding. — The funds required for the impiementation of
this Act. including those for health care services, INSurance premiums,
fees,

benefits. and other benefits above. shall be taken from

0] Mm(s%)dnmymwwmcambw
the G

depart
lndudmgtheuund«eour
(0] ﬁﬁywc.nuso%)oﬂmcoﬂadodbymsmmm
urafization

(m)-llomor income. m-mwuuwmmwm
Office of the Solicitor General

For this purpose. the Office of the Solicitor General is hereby
authorized to charge deputation, certification and other similar fees in the
cases that it

Tm-mumwwlbmmmm.m
fund in the name of the Office of the and
undbythoSobcnovGofmnoa.vyommnmdm-Ad

SEC. 12. Effects of - Upon
SEC. 5. Benefits and Privileges. — Subject to the av--mmmy d funds, the implementation of any subsequent increases in the salary rates provided
Office of the Solicitor General may provide its g under R Act No. 6758, as amended, all up-ad
benefits under Section 10 hereof shall be of the
said salary increases as m.yb.p'vvd.dbyl.w Th.w
(1) Health care services through a health maintenance organization equivalent to the increase in the basic salary as may be by law

(HMO) Expenses for the mandatory annual executive check-up of
the Solicitor General, the Assistant Solicitor General, and the Service
Heads, shall be for the account of the office
All employees shall be covered by accident insurance policies
procured by the office at its own expense during travels while in the
performance of their official duties and functions
Without prejudice to efficiency in the service, scholarships to
deserving employees on official time and at the expense of the
Office of the Solicitor General to enhance their academic growth and
upgrade their knowledge and skills. Scholars under this provision shall
be selected on the basis of competitive examination, and
A plovldenl fund which shall consist of contributions made both by
he Office of the Solicitor General and by its lawyers and employees
Io a common fund for the p to such lawy or
employees or their heirs

@)

3)

SEC.6. and Other Fees. - Subjec!to the availability
of funds, fees for relevant seminars, as well as pvolesuonal membership fees

the Office of the Solicitor General Anyanxnmm. granted
under this Act not converted as basic salary shall continue to be granted
as such and shall continue to be funded under Section 11 of this Act.

SEC. 13, Rules and —wm-my(em
days from the approval of this Act, the
with the Secretary of Budget and shail such
rules and regulations as may be nocelury to carry out the provision of

this Act

SEC. 14. Appropriations. — The amount needed to implement office
streamiining and physical expansion shall be taken from the funds and
budget of the Office of the Solicitor General under the annual General
Appropriations Acts.

15. Repealing Clause. — Pertinent provisions
Order No. 292. the Revised Administrative Code of 1987, as amended,
Act No. 9139, Executive Order No. 480 dated December 3

for lawyers, registration fees, and related incurred
in completing the mandatory continuing legal education (MCLE) course shall
be borne by the office. Professional membership. registration fees. including
those for mandatory continuing professional education (CPE), and related
miscellaneous expenses of other employees holding positions for which a
professional license is required by the office shall also borme by the Office of
the Solicitor General

SEC. 7. Transportation B fits. — Subject to the availability of funds.
employees shall be provided with contracted transportation services until such
time that the office can procure additional motor vehicies for this purpose

SEC. 8. Other benefits. Consistent with the provisions of Executive
Order No. 292, otherwise known as the Revised Administrative Code of
1987, the legal staff of the Office of the Solicitor General are allowed to
receive honoraria and allowances from client departments, agencies, and
instrumentalities of the Govemmept

SEC. 9. Franking Privilege. — All official mail matters and telegrams of
the Office of the Solicitor General addressed for delivery within the Philippines
shall be received. transmitted, and delivered free of charge. Provided, That
such mail matters when addressed to private persons or nongovermnment

offices shall not exceed one hundred and twenty (120) grams

SEC. 10. Grant of Special Allowances The Solicitor General
Assistant Solicitor General, Senior State Solicitors, State Solicitors | and
1. and Associate Solicitors | to |il shall be granted special allowances in
amounts to be determined by the Secretary of the Department of Budget and

Management and the Solicitor General

The grant of special allowances shall be implemented uniformly in such
sums and amounts and up to the extent only that can be supported by the
funding source specified in Section 11 hereof. Provided, That the said special
allowance shall not exceed One Hundred percent (100%) of the basic salary
of solicitors as provided in Republic Act No. 6758 otherwise known as the
Salary Standardization Law

1997, Executive Order No. 482 dated May 7. 1988, Administrative Order
No. 117 dated February 17, 1994, and all laws, decrees, orders, rules and
regulations or parts thereof which are contrary to or inconsistent with the
provisions of this Act are hereby or =l

SEC. 16. Separability Clause. — If any provision of this Act is
deciared invalid or unconstitutional, the provisions not affected thereby
shall continue to be in full force and effect

SEC. 17. Effectivity. — This Act shall take effect after fifteen (15) days
from its publication in two national newspapers of general circulation

MANNY UILLAR

President ofthe Senate

Approved , /

/

Seeaker of the House
of Representatives

This Act which is a consolidation of Senate Bill No. 2249 and

House Bill No. 5956 was finally passed by the Senate and the House
of Representatives on February 5, 2007 and February 6 2007

respectively.
~——
OSCAR YABES

Secretary of the Senate

e

P. NAZARENO
Smg ary General
House 31 Representatives

ROBER

Approved
GLORIA MACAPAGAL-ARROYO
Prosident of the Philippines




