
CONGIESS OP ' N E  PMlLIPPlNES 
7~IHIKT!334TH CONGRESS 
First Regular Session 

R. No. 2478 

AN ACT GXUNTir\rG THE RADIQ ML4PJA FOUNT)ATION, INC. A/ 
?P,ANCHISE TO CONSTRUCT, lNSTALL, ESTAI'JLISB, OPERATE! 
AND MA1NTAP.I FOR RELIGIOUS AND NOI\I-CONMERCXALi 
PUWOSES RADIO BROADCASTING STATIONS IN 'EEi 
PIIILIPPINES 

i 
i 

i Re it eriiicied by the Seizaie and House of Repsefenlatives ofthe PM@pines in: 
Corzgress assembled: ! 

~ 1 SECTION 1. iYaii?re and Scope of Franchise. -- Subject to thei 

2 provisions of the Constihition aa~d applicable laws, rules and regnlalions, there 

3 i s  hereby granted to Radio Maria Foundation, Inc., hereunder refwrerl to as the! 

~j, grantee, i t s  successors or assigns, a Crarackiise to cous~~uct ,  install, estabIisl1,j 

\ 
5 operate and maiiitain ~ O K  religious and non-corrmcrcial purposes aiid iu tbej 

j 
6 public interest, rac1i.o broadcasting stations in lhe PGlipphes, where: 

i 
7 frequencies andor chairnels i r e  still available for radio and/or televisioni 

i 

8 broadcasting, through microwave, satellite o~ whatever means, including the, i 
I 
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use of any new technologies in television and radio systems, with the 

coi-mponding technological auxiliaries and facilities, special broadcast and 

other program and distribution seivices and relay stations 

SEC. 2. Manner of Operation of Stations or Faciliiies. - The stations 

or facilities of the grantee shall be constructed arld operat.ed in a manner as 

will, at most, result only in the minimum interference on &e waveienghs or 

frequencies of existing stations or other stations which may be established by 

law, without in any way diminishing its own right to use its selected 

wavelengths 0-1 frequencies and the quality of tsansinission or reception 

tliereoii as should maximize rendition of the graiykee’s services a d o r  

availability them$, In no way shall h e  opera;iions of the grantee, rmr the 

radiated power o f  its stations or facilities, exceed that required to cover the 

area where it is allowed to operate. 

SEC. 3. Prior Approval of the National ~?T,lecani;ztJnicalion.s 

Commission. - The grantee shall secure from tlie National 

Telecormnunications Convnission (NTC) the appropriate permits and licenses 

for the cvnslructioll and operation of its statioas and facilities and shall not use 

any frequency in the mdio/tetevision spectrum witlnout having been authorized 

by the Commission. The Cornmission, however, shall iiot unreasonably 

withhold or delalr the grant of any such authority. 
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SK. 4. Respo&Dilil'y to the Ptrblic. - The gralitee shall provide 

adequate public service time to enable the government, though th.e said 

broadcasting stations or facilities, to reach the population on important public 

issues; provide at all 'tinies sound elid halanced programming; assist In the 

functions of public information and education; confbrm to lhe ethics of bonest 

enterprise; and not use its stations and facilities for the broadcasting of 

obscene and indecent language, speech, act or scene, or for the dissemination 

of deliberately false infomiation or willfd misrepresentation, to the debiinent 

or tlie public interest, 01- to incite, encourage or assisi in subversive or 

heasonable acts. 

SEC. 5 .  Right of Government. - A special right is t-lerebji reserved to 

the President of the Philippines, in times of war, rebellion, public peril, 

calamity, emergency, disaster or disturbance of peace and order, to 

teiiiporarily talce over and operate the stations or facilities of the grantee, to 

teiiiporarily suspend tlie operation of any station 01- facility in the interest of 

public safety, security and public welfare, or to authorize the temporary use 

aiid operation thereof by any agency of the goveninient, upor! due 

compeiisetioii to the grantee, foor the use of said stations or i'acClities during the 

period when tliey shall be so operated. 



8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

1 4 

15 

16 

1'7 

18 

I!? 

20 

21 

L) 

The radio spectl.uni is a finite resource that is p ; ~ t  o f  &e national 

p n t h o i i y  and the me thereof is a privilege corrfe~~ed upon &e grantee by tile 

Stare and may be witlidra-a\w mytime after due process. 

SEC. 6 T e m  UJ Fmnchise. - This -Franchise shail be for term of 

twenty-five (25) years from the date of effectivity of this Act, unless soon.er 

revoked or cancelled. This franchise. shall be deemed ip,p.s.o facto revoked in 

the event the grantee fails to comply with any of the following conditions: 

(a) Commence operations within one year fr'om the approval of its 

operating permit or provisional authority by the NTC; 

(b) Operate continuously for two years; and 

(c) Commence operations within three years from the effectivity of 

this Act. 

SEC. 7 .  Acceptance and Compliance. - Acceptance oE his  franchise 

shall be given in writing within sixty (60) days from the effectivity of this Act. 

Upoii giving such acceptance, the grantee shall exercise the privileges granted 

under this Act. Nonacceptance shall render the franchise void. 

I 

SEC. 8. Build. - The grantee shall file a bond issued in favor of the 

NTC, \vliicli.shall deteiinine the amount, to guarantee the compliance with and 

fulfillment of the conditions under which this franchise i:; granted. If after 

three years from the date of the approval of its permit Gy tbe Conlmissio~~, the 

grantee shall have fulfilled die same, the bond shall be cancelled by the 
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Commission. Otherwise, the bond sliall be forfeited in favor of a11e 

goveriiment and the franchise ipso facto revoked. 

SEC. 9. Se~--Regulntion by a i d  Unn'ertakciizg ofGraiztee. - The grantee 

shall not require any previous 'censorship of any speech, play, act or scene, or 

other matter to be broadcast from its stations: Provided. That the grantee, 

during any broadcast, sbpll cut off from the air the speech, play, act or scene, 

or other matter being broadcast if the tendency thereof is to propose and/or 

incite treason, rebellion or sedition; 01 th.e language used therein or the theme 

thereof i s  indecent or illmoral; and willfiil failure to do so shall constitute a 

valid came for the cancellation i f  t h i s  franchise. 

SEC. 10. OMigation of fhe Guniitee. - Any person aggrieved by any 

remark, report, statement, commentary or the like by broadcasters using Cke 

same facili-ties OF the grantee shall have the right to reply ia the sanae program 

or any other program the aggrieved par'Ly rnay choose. 

SEC. 11. kVbr.ra7.3 in Favor of National and Loci11 Goverr?meizts. - 

'The grantee shall .hold the national, provincial, ciiy and municipal 

govcnmients of the Philippines fixe from all claims, accounts, dem.ands or 

aclioiis arising out of accidents or injuries, whether to property or to persons, 

caused by the construction or operation of the stations of the grantee. 

SEC. 12. Norifiansfei~ability of Franchise. - The grantee shall nQt 

lease, transfer, grant the usufiucf of, sell nor assign h i s  franchise or the rights 
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and privileges acquired thereunder to any person, f im ,  co1.1~pany, corporatioll 

ox other coimiercial or legal entity, nor merge with ally other corporation or 

entity, nor shall the controlling interest of the grantee be t~ ansferred, whether 

as a whole or in parts and whether siniultaneously or co~.iilre!ii~oraneously, to 

any such person, firm, company, corporation or entity, 

SEC. 13. Geizeia: Rroudcnst Policy Law. - The gr:mtee shall comply 

wit11 and be subject to the provisions of a general broadcast policy law, which 

Coiigress may hereafter enact. 

SEC. 14. Reportorial Requirernerzt. - Tbe grantee shall sizbmit an 

annual report to the Congress of the Philippines on its ccmpiiaace with the 

teriiis and conditions of the franchise and on its operations wi&n sixty (60) 

days from the end of eveiy year. 

SEC. 15. Equality Clause. - Anjj advmtage, favor, privilege, 

exemption, or ininirinity granted under existin.g franchises, or may hereafter 

be granted, shall ipso fach  become part of this franchise and shall he accorded 

iiimediately and unconditionally to the herein grantee: Provided, laowever, 

That the foregoing shall neither apply to nor affect provisicrns of broa.dcasling 

franchises concerning territory covered by the fiaaichise, the life span of the 

franchise, or the type of service authorized by the franchise. 
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SEC.. 16. Sepambility Clcluse. - If any of 1:he sections or provisions of 

this Act is held invalid, all other provisions not affected thereby shall remain 

valid. 

SEC. 1.7. Repenlability and N o i ~ e x c l t o i v i ~  Clause. - This fkanchise 

shall be subject to amendment, alteration or repeal by t h  Congress of the 

Philippines when the public interest so requires and shall ni~t  be intei-preted as 

an exclusive grant of the privileges herein provided for. 

SIX. 18. Efleectivig Clause. - This Act &all take effect fifteen (15) 

days fiom the date of its publication, upon the initiialive of the grantee, in at 

least two ncwspapers of geiieral circulation in the Philippinw. 

Approved, 


