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AN ACT RENEW ING FOR ANO THER TW ENTY-FIVE (26) 
YEARS THE FRANCHISE GRANTED TO RADIOWORLD 
BROADCASTING CORPORATION UND ER R E PU B U C  
ACT NO. 8219, E N T IT L E D  “AN A CT G R A N TIN G  
RADIOWORLD BROADCASTING CORPORATION, A 
FRANCHISE TO CONSTRUCT, INSTALL, ESTABUSH, 
OPERATE AND M AINTAIN RADIO AND TELEVISION 
BROADCASTING STATIONS IN  THE PH IL IPPIN E S”

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Philippines in Congress assembled:

Section l . N ature and  Scope of Franchise. -  Subject to 
the  provisions of the C onstitu tion  and  apphcable laws, ru les and  
regu la tions, the  franchise g ran ted  to R adiow orld B roadcasting 
Corporation, h ereu n d er re ferred  to  as the  g ran tee, its  successors 
or assignees, u n d er RepubUc Act No. 8219, to construct, install, 
establish, operate, and  m ain ta in  for com m ercial purposes and  in  
the  pubhc in terest, radio and/or television broadcasting stations.



including digital television system , th rough  microwave, satellite  
or w ha tever m eans, as well as the  use of any new technology in  
television and radio systems, w ith the corresponding technological 
aux iliaries and  facilities, special b roadcast and  o th er program  
and  distribu tion  services and relay stations in  th e  Philippines, is 
hereby  renew ed for an o th er tw enty-five (25) years from the 
effectivity of th is  Act.

Se c . 2. M anner of Operation of Stations or Facilities. -  
The sta tio n s or facilities of the  g ran tee  shall be constructed  and 
operated in  a m anner as will, a t  most, resu lt only in  the  m inim um  
interference on the wavelengths or frequencies of existing stations 
or o th er s ta tio n s w hich m ay be estab lished  by law, w ith o u t in  
an y  w ay d im in ish in g  i ts  ow n priv ilege to  use  its  assig n ed  
w avelengths or frequencies and  th e  quality  of tran sm issio n  or 
reception thereon  as should m axim ize rendition  of the g ran tee’s 
services and/or the availability  thereof.

S e c . 3. P r io r  A pprova l o f the  N a tio n a l 
Telecommunications Commission. — The g ran tee  sh a ll secure 
from the  N ational Telecom m unications Com m ission (NTC) the  
appropriate perm its and hoenses for the construction and operation 
of its  s ta tions or facilities and  shall no t use any  frequency in  the  
radio/television spectrum  w ithou t au tho riza tion  from the  NTC. 
The NTC, however, shall not unreasonably  w ithhold or delay the 
g ra n t of any such  au tho rity .

Se c . 4. Responsibility to the Public. -  The g ran tee  shall 
provide, free of charge, adequate  pubhc service tim e w hich is 
reasonable and  sufficient to enable the  governm ent, th rough  the 
b roadcasting  sta tio n s or faciUties of the  g ran tee , to reach  th e  
p e rtin e n t populations or portions thereof, on im p o rtan t public 
issues and relay im portan t pubhc announcem ents and  w arnings 
concerning pubhc em ergencies an d  ca lam ities, as necessity , 
urgency or law m ay requ ire; provide a t  aU tim es sound and  
balanced  program m ing; prom ote pubhc partic ipa tion ; a ss is t in  
the  functions of pubhc inform ation and  education; conform to th e  
eth ics of honest en terp rise ; prom ote audience sensib ih ty  an d  
em powerm ent including closed captioning; and not use its stations 
oiffacihties for the broadcasting of obscene or indecent language, 
speech, act, or scene; or for the  dissem ination of dehberately false



inform ation or willful m isrepresen tation , to th e  d e trim en t of the 
pubhc in terest; or to incite, encourage, or ass is t in  subversive or 
treasonable acts.

Pubhc service tim e referred  h erein  shall be equivalent to a 
m axim um  aggregate of ten  percen t (10%) of paid com m ercials or 
advertisem en ts w hich shall be allocated based  on need to the 
executive, legislative, judiciary, constitu tional com m issions and 
in te rn a tio n a l h u m an ita rian  organ izations duly  recognized by 
statu tes: Provided, T hat the NTC shall increase the pubhc service 
tim e in  case of extrem e em ergency or calam ity. The NTC shall 
issue rules and regulations for this purpose, the effectivity of which 
shall commence upon apphcabih ty  w ith  o ther sim ilarly s ituated  
broadcast netw ork franchise holders.

Se c . 5. Right of the Government. -  The rad io  spectrum  
is a  finite resource th a t is p a r t  of the national patrim ony and  the 
use thereo f is a privilege conferred upon the  g ran tee  by th e  S tate 
and  m ay be w ithdraw n any tim e a fte r due process.

A special rig h t is hereby  reserved  to th e  P res id en t of the 
P h ihpp ines, in  tim es of war, rebeUion, pubhc peril, calam ity, 
em ergency, d isas te r, or d is tu rb an ce  of peace an d  order: to 
tem porarily  take over and  operate the sta tions or facihties of the 
g ran tee ; to tem porarily  suspend  the  operation  of any s ta tio n  or 
fad h ty  in  the in terest of pubhc safety, security and  pubhc welfare; 
or to au thorize  the  tem porary  use and  operation  th e reo f by any 
agency of the government, upon due com pensation to the grantee, 
for th e  use of said  sta tio n s or facih ties du rin g  the  period w hen 
these shall be so operated.

Se c . 6. Term of Franchise. -  T his franch ise sh a ll be in 
effect for a  period of twenty-five (25) years from th e  effectivity of 
th is  Act, unless sooner revoked or cancelled. This franchise shall 
be deem ed ipso facto revoked in  the  even t th e  g ran tee  fails to 
operate continuously for two (2) years.

Sec . 7. Self-regulation by and Undertaking of the Grantee. 
— The g ran tee  sh ah  no t requ ire  any  previous censorship of any 
speech, play, act, or scene, or o ther m a tte r  to be b roadcast from 
its  s ta tions: Provided, T h a t th e  g ran tee , d u rin g  any broadcast.



sh a ll cu t off from the a ir the  speech, play, act, or scene, or o th er 
m a tte r  being broadcast if the tendency thereo f is to propose 
and/or incite treason, rebelhon or sedition; or the  language used 
th e re in  or the them e thereo f is indecent or im m oral: Provided, 
further, T hat willful failure to do so shall constitute a vahd cause 
for the cancellation of th is franchise.

Sec . 8. W arranty in Favor of the N ational and  Local 
Governments. -  The gran tee shall hold the national, provincial, 
city, and  m unicipal governm ents of the Philippines free from all 
claim s, Habihties, dem ands, or actions a rising  out of accidents 
causing in ju ry  to persons or dam age to properties, during  the  
construction or operation of the stations of the grantee.

Sec . 9. Commitment to Provide and Promote the Creation 
of Employment Opportunities. — The g ran tee  sha ll c rea te  
employment opportunities and  shall allow on-the-job train ings in  
th e ir  franch ise operation : Provided, T h at p rio rity  sh a ll be 
accorded to the residents in areas where any of its offices is located: 
Provided, further. T h a t the  gran tee shall follow the apphcable 
labor s tan d ard s and allowance en titlem ent under existing labor 
laws, ru les and  regu lations and  sim ilar issuances: Provided, 
finally. T hat the em ploym ent opportunities or jobs created shall 
be reflected in  the G eneral Inform ation Sheet to be subm itted  to 
the  Securities and  Exchange Commission annually.

Se c . 10. Sale, Lease, Transfer, G rant of Usufruct, or 
Assignment of Franchise. -  The g ran tee  shall no t sell, lease, 
transfer, g ran t the  u su fruc t of, nor assign th is franchise or the  
rig h ts  and privileges acquired th e reu n d er to any person, firm , 
company, corporation or o ther com m ercial or legal entity , nor 
m erge w ith  any o ther corporation or entity , nor shall tran s fe r 
th e  con tro lling  in te re s t  of th e  g ran tee , s im u ltan eo u sly  or 
contem poraneously, to any person, firm, company, corporation, 
or en tity  w ithou t th e  p rio r approval of the Congress of the  
Phihppines. Congress shall be informed of any sale, lease, transfer, 
g ran t of usufruct, or assignm ent of franchise or the rig h ts  and  
privileges acquired thereunder, or of the m erger or tran sfe r of 
the controlling in te rest of the grantee, w ithin sixty (60) days afte r 
the  com pletion of the  said transaction . F ailu re to rep o rt to 
Congress such change of ow nership shall ren d er the  franchise 
ipso facto revoked. Any person  or en tity  to which th is  franchise



is sold, tran sfe rred , or assigned shall be subject to th e  sam « 
conditions, term s, restric tions, and  lim itations of th is  Act.

S e c . 11. Dispersal of Ownership. -  In  accordance w ith  
the constitu tional provision to encourage public partic ipation  in  
public u tilities, the gran tee shall offer to Filipino citizens a t  least 
th ir ty  percen t (30%) or a h igher percentage th a t  m ay h ereafte r 
be provided by law of its outstanding capital stock in any securities 
exchange in  th e  P h ilipp ines w ith in  five (6) y ea rs  from the  
com m encem ent of its operations: Provided, T hat in  cases w here 
public offer of sh ares  is no t applicable, the  g ran tee  shall apply 
o ther m ethods of encouraging public participation by citizens and 
co rp o ra tio n s  o p e ra tin g  pub lic  u tili t ie s  as allow ed by law . 
Noncompliance th e rew ith  shall ren d e r the  franchise ipso facto 
revoked.

Se c . 12. Reportorial Requirement. -  The g ran tee  shall 
subm it an  an n u a l rep o rt to the  Congress of the  Philippines, 
through the Com mittee on Legislative Franchises of the House of 
R epresen ta tives and  th e  C om m ittee on Pubhc Services of the 
Phihppine Senate, on its compliance with the term s and conditions 
of th e  franchise and  on its  operations on or before A pril 30 of 
every y ea r du rin g  the  term  of its  franchise. The repo rto ria l 
compliance certificate issued by Congress shall be required before 
any application for p erm it or certificate is accepted by the NTC.

Se c . 13. Fine. -  F ailu re  of the  g ran tee  to subm it the  
requisite annual report to Congress shall be penalized by a fine of 
Five hundred  pesos (P500.00) per working day of noncompliance. 
The fine sh a ll be collected by the NTC from the  de linquen t 
franchise grantee separate from the  reportorial penalties imposed 
by the NTC and  the  sam e shall be rem itted  to the  N ational 
T reasury.

Sec . 14. Equality Clause. —  Except for taxes and  customs 
duties, any advantage, favor, privilege, exem ption, or im m unity  
gran ted  u n d er ex isting  franchises, or w hich m ay h ereafte r be 
granted for radio and/or television broadcasting, upon prior review 
and approval of Congress, shall become p a r t of th is  franchise and 
shall be accorded im m ediately and  unconditionally to the  herein  
grantee: Provided, T h at the  foregoing shall neither apply to nor



affect proviflionfl of broadcasting franchises concerning territo ria l 
coverage, th e  term , or th e  t3rpe of service au tho rized  hy the  
franchise.

Se c . 16. Repealability and  Nonexclusivity Clause. -  This 
franchise shall be subject to am endm ent, a lteration , or repeal by 
the Congress of the Philippines when the pubHc in terest so requires 
and shall not be in terpreted  as an  exclusive g ran t of the  privileges 
herein  provided for.

Se c . 16. Separability Clause. -  If  any  of th e  sections or 
provisions of this Act is held invahd, all other provisions not affected 
thereby  shall rem a in  vahd.

Se c . 17. Repealing Clause. -  All laws, decrees, orders, 
re so lu tio n s, in s tru c tio n s , ru le s  an d  reg u la tio n s , an d  o th e r 
issu an ces or p a r ts  th e re o f w hich a re  in co n sis ten t w ith  th e  
provisions of th is  Act are hereby  repealed, am ended, or modified 
accordingly.

Se c . 18. Effectivity. -  T his Act sh a ll tak e  effect fifteen 
(15) days a fte r its  pubhcation  in  the  Official Gazette or in  a 
new spaper of general circulation.

Approved,

VICENTE C. SOTTO ffl 
President o f the Senate

GLORIA M^tCAPAGAL ARROYO 
Speaker o f the House 

o f Representatives



This Act which orig inated  in  the  House of R epresentatives 
w as passed  by the  House of R epresen tatives on October 8, 2018, 
am ended by th e  Senate of the  Phihpp ines on M ay 27, 2019, and  
w h ich  a m e n d m e n ts  w e re  c o n c u rre d  in  by  th e  H o u se  of 
R epresentatives on M ay 29, 2019.

MYRA MARIE D. VILLARICA 
Secretary o f the Senate

Dani^  Ro b e r t a . Ma l in g
Acting Secretary General 
louse of Representatives

Approved; 'JUL 2 5

RODRIGO ROA DUTERTE
President of the Philippines
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