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FOURTEENTH CONGRESS OF THE REPUBLIC 
O F  THE PHILIPPINES 

Introduced by Senator Arroyo 

RESOLUTION 
EXPRESSING THE CONCERN OF THE SENATE THAT THE NUMBER OF 
FILIPINO CARDINALS IS GROSSLY DISPROPORTIONATE TO THE HUGE 
CATHOLIC POPULATION OF THE PHILIPPINES, BEING THE SECOND 
COUNTRY IN THE WORLD WITH THE BIGGEST NUMBER OF CATHOLICS 

WHEREAS, hereunder are the Catholic population and the number of 
cardinals in countries with the largest number of Catholics: 

Catholik Population, ranking worldwide 

1. Brazil 147 million 8 
2. Philippines 73 million 3 
3. U.S.A. 63 million 13 
4. Italy 57 million 38 
5. France 45 million 7 

No. of Cardinals 

6. Spain 39 million 8 

WHEREAS, hereunder are the Asian countries with the largest number of 
cardinals and their corresponding Catholic population: 

Catholic Population No. of Cardinals 

1. Philippines 73 million 3 
2. India 16 million 5 
3. Japan .505 thousand 2 
4. Taiwan .305 thousand 1 
5. Thailand ,273 thousand 1 

WHEREAS, the Philippines is the second largest country in the world in the 
number of Catholics, with 73 million Catholics after Brazil. The U.S. is the third 
with 63 million, followed by Italy with 57 million, France 45 million and Spain 39 
million; 

WHEREAS, the Philippines, the second largest Catholic country, has three 
cardinals; the U.S., Italy, France and Spain, which have smaller Catholic 
populations, have more or less triple that number of cardinals; 

WHEREAS, the Philippines the only Christian country in Asia, and with 73 
million Catholics, yet we have only 3 cardinals. On the other hand, India with 16 
million Catholics has 5 cardinals more than the Philippines. Japan with only 
505,000 Catholics has 2 cardinals. Taiwan with 305,000 Catholics has 1 cardinal, 
so with Thailand with 273,000 Catholics; 




