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Introduced by SENATOR LEILA M. DE LIMA

RESOLUTION
DIRECTING THE APPROPRIATE SENATE COMMITTEE TO CONDUCT 
AN INVESTIGATION, IN AID OF LEGISLATION, ON THE REPORTED 

DATA BREACH IN THE DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
PASSPORT DATABANK, WITH THE END VIEW OF SAFEGUARDING 

PERSONAL INFORMATION, MITIGATING THE ADVERSE EFFECTS OF 
THE ACTUAL BREACH AND PROVIDE IMMEDIATE REMEDIES TO 

UPHOLD DATA PRIVACY AND PROTECTION

1 WHEREAS, it is a declared policy under Republic Act No. 10173, or the Data
2 Privacy Act of 2012 that the State acknowledges its “inherent obligation to ensure that
3 personal information in information and communications systems in the government
4 and in the private sector are secured and protected”1;

5 WHEREAS, on January 12, 2018, the Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA)
6 revealed that the United Graphic Expression Corporation (UGEC), the sub-contracted
7 company of the original and awarded contractor APO Production Unit Inc. (APUI) for
8 Philippine Passport printing, "took off’ an undisclosed amount of information2 3 4 of
9 those who have availed their Philippine passports;

10 WHEREAS, it is unclear what the extent of the data loss or breach is and
11 whether personal information taken by the passport production contractor terminated
12 by government were safeguarded or can be still retrieved^;
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