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ILESOLUTION
DIRECTING THE APPROPRIATE SENATE COMMITTEE TO CONDUCT 

AN INQUIRY, IN AID OF LEGISIATION, ON THE UNDUE PREFERENCE 
GIVEN TO CHINA IN CONDUCTING RESEARCH IN BENHAM RISE, 

OFFICIALLY KNOWN AS PHILIPPINE RISE, THEREBY GIVING THEM 
ACCESS TO STRATEGIC INFORMATION THAT WOULD ENDANGER 

OUR NATIONAL SECURITY, ESPECIALLY VTA THE PHILIPPINE SEA, 
AND POSSIBLY POSE LARGER SECURITY ISSUES OVER 

SURROUNDING AREAS, INCLUDING THE WESTERN PACIFIC OCEAN
REGION

WHEREAS, the Constitution, Article i defines our territory as comprising “the 
Philippine archipelago, with all the islands and waters embraced therein, and all other 
territories over which the Philippines has sovereignty or jurisdiction, consisting of its 
terrestrial, fluvial and aerial domains, including its territorial sea, the seabed, the 
subsoil, the insular shelves, and other submarine areas. The waters around, between, 
and connecting the islands of the archipelago, regardless of their breadth and 
dimensions, form part of the internal waters of the Philippines”;

WHEREAS, on 12 January 2018, Rep. Gary Alejano (Magdalo Party List) 
revealed that “the Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) has granted the request of a 
Chinese entity to do research in waters off eastern Luzon, where the Benham Rise 
(officially known as Philippine Rise) is located, and eastern Mindanao,”1 which are 
parts of the Philippine Sea;

WHEREAS, on 23 January 2018, Presidential Spokesperson Harry Roque 
admitted that the DFA had indeed granted the request of the Chinese Academy of 
Sciences’ Institute of Oceanology to do research in Benham Rise and was quoted as 
saying that, “Only China has qualified so far. There are other applicants. 
Unfortunately, they did not qualify according to fixed guidelines already set by the

DFA OK'd China maritime research in Benham Rise, salan claims (12  Ja n u a ry  2 018). G M A  N ew s O n lin e . 
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re s e a rc h - in -b e n h a m -r is e -s o lo n -c la im s /s to rv /.

http://www.emanetwork.com/news/news/nation/639514/dfa-okavs-china-maritime-











