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A RESOLUTION DIRECTING THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY TO CONDUCT AN INQUIRY. IN AID OF LEGISLATION, ON THE 

STATE OF MARITIME RESEARCH BY FILIPINO SCIENTISTS AND THE 
PROGRAM OF THE GOVERNMENT TO PURSUE SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH AND 

EXPLORATION IN THE PHILIPPINE RISE

WHEREAS, the Benham Rise is a 13-hectare m arine area off the coast of 
Aurora province. With m ore than fifty species of fish and tiered plate corrals, its 
rich biodiversity makes it a valuable resource for presen t and future generations 
of Filipinos. It also holds strategic minerals, oils and natural gas of potentially 
economic significance to the country;

WHEREAS, in 2012, the United Nations Commission on the Limits of the 
Continental Shelf (UNCLCS) confirmed the Philippines’ claim to Benham Rise as 
part of its extended continental shelf;

WHEREAS, the Benham Rise was renam ed Philippine Rise and 
designated as a Protected Food Supply Exclusive Zone in May 2017 by virtue of 
Executive Order No. 25;

WHEREAS, in May 2014, Filipino scientists from the University of the 
Philippines Marine Science Institute (UP MSI) conducted the first ever benthic 
survey in the continental shelf. The survey team was com posed of researchers 
from the Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR), UP Los Banos 
(UPLB) School of Environmental Science and M anagement (SESAM), UPLB 
Institute of Biological Sciences (IB), UP Mindanao, UP Baguio, Xavier University 
(XU), and Ateneo de Manila University (ADMU).1 This was part of the approved 
program  of the D epartm ent of Science and Technology (DOST) to initiate 
scientific research and exploration in the Philippine Rise;

WHEREAS, once again, in 2016, a team of Filipino scientists from BFAR, 
UP and Oceana Philippines aboard the research vessel M/V DA-BFA explored 
Benham Bank, the shallowest part of the Benham Rise. The team  found terraces
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