
SEVENTEENTH CONGRESS OF THE ) 
REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES )
Second Regular Session )

SENATE

P. S. RES. NO. 590

 ̂ j J
( f  f f i r i  a f

RECEIVED BY:

Introduced by SENATOR LEILA M. DE LIMA

RESOLUTION
DIRECTING THE APPROPRIATE SENATE COMMITTEE TO CONDUCT 

AN INQUIRY, IN AID OF LEGISLATION, INTO THE LATEST 
COMMISSION ON AUDIT (COA) REPORT REVEALING THE 

WORSENING STATE OF DETENTION FACILITIES IN THE PHILIPPINES

WHEREAS, Article II, Section ii of the Constitution provides that “[t]he State 
values the dignity of every human person and guarantees full respect for human 
rights”;

WHEREAS, the second paragraph of Article III, Section 19 emphasizes that 
“[t]he employment of physical, psychological, or degrading punishment against any 
prisoner or detainee or the use of substandard or inadequate penal facilities under 
subhuman conditions shall be dealt with by law”;

WHEREAS, Rule 10 of the United Nations Standard Minimum Rules for the 
Treatment of Prisoners states that “[a]ll accommodation provided for the use of 
prisoners and in particular all sleeping accommodation shall meet all requirements of 
health, due regard being paid to climatic conditions and particularly to cubic content 
of air, minimum floor space, lighting, heating and ventilation”;

WHEREAS, upon his assumption of office in 2016, President Rodrigo Duterte, 
declared an all-out “War on Drugs” which resulted in police forces being more 
aggressive in their operations1;

WHEREAS, as a result, the 2016 Annual Commission on Audit (COA) on 
Bureau of Jail Management and Penolog>r (BJMP) revealed that jails, which has an 
ideal capacity of 20, 746, are holding over five times its cell capacity or exactly 126,946 
inmates as of December 20162;

WHEREAS, the COA report explained that the increase in jail populations were 
also attributable to the court’s slow or no action on the pending cases due to lack of 
judges, postponement of hearings and the slow disposition of criminal cases that carry

1 W riter undisclosed. Philippines’ ‘W ar on Drugs’. Human Rights W atch. 
https://www.hrw.orQ/taq/philiDPines-war-druas (last accessed 20 June 2017)
2 2016 Commission on Audit Report. Retrieved from http://www.coa.gov.ph/index.php/national- 
governm ent-agencies/2016/category/6204-departm ent-of-the-interior-and-local-governm ent
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