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Introduced by Senator Paolo Benigno "Bam" A. Aquino IV

A RESOLUTION DIRECTING THE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION, ARTS AND CULTURE 
TO CONDUCT AN INQUIRY, IN AID OF LEGISLATION, ON THE STATUS OF THE 

IMPLEMENTATION OF REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH EDUCATION IN SCHOOLS

P . ~ S' SeCti0n 14 0f RePublic Act No- 10354, or the "Responsible 
Parenthood and Reproductive Health Act," mandates the State to "provide age- and 
development-appropriate reproductive health education to adolescents which shall be
taught by adequately trained teachers in formal and non-formal educational systems 
and integrated m relevant subjects;" y

, . WHRREAS' pursuant to Section 14 of Republic Act No. 10354, knowledge and
skills m self-protection against discrimination, sexual abuse and violence, and teen 
pregnancy shall be taught in schools. Reproductive health education shall also include 
the rights of women and children, responsible teenage behavior, gender and 
development, and responsible parenthood;

a7 ” EREf - Republic Act No- 10354 Pro',ides for fl^ibility in the formulation 
and adoptmn of appropriate reproductive health education course content, scope and

™ertoL  sTkehold edUCatf0nal leval provided that take into consideration various stakeholder perspectives through consultations with
community associations, school officials, and other interest groups;

includeTIhe EffS' tha ten' p0int soc*0-economic agenda of the current administration 
includes the strengthened implementation of the Responsible Parenthood and

eproductive Health Law "to enable especially poor couples to make informed choices 
on financial and family planning;"i cnoices

oeriod the P0pulati0:; growth rate of the country was at 1.73o/0 for the
1 2ni q20t i ° ’2015; a(!COrdln^ t0 the PhiliPPine Statistics Authority (PSA).2 As of August
Populatio^fp(OPCE^ 201O|̂ U Th 01 2?ni^S 3t 1?° '981'437' based on the 2015 Census of p ation CPOPCEN 2015). The 2015 population is higher by 8.64 million compared
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with the population of 92.34 million in 2010, and by 24.47 million compared with the 
population of 76.51 million in 2000;3

WHEREAS, according to the PSA, teenage pregnancy in the Philippines is on the 
rise. Based on 2011 to 2014 official statistics, one in every ten women of child-bearing 
age IS a teenager, and 24 babies are born every hour from teenage mothers;4

riJNFPATI!nHEfhS' M T dy ̂ CD0mmissioned by the United Nations Population Fund 
n A t ndnthe Natlonal Economic and Development Authority fNEDAl entitled 
Demographic Sweet Spot and Dividend in the Philippines: The Window of Oppmunity is 
Closing Fast, concludes ^that the country is currently faced with a rare “dem ogra^ic 
window of opportunity" to benefit from its young population and further enhance the 
country s economic growth. However, the study notes that lowering the fertility rate 
through the full implementation of the Reproductive Health law, is one of the kev 
elements needed to realize this valuable opportunity;5

WHEREAS, in line with the administration's economic program of poverty- and 
inequality-reducing economic growth, NEDA Chief Ernesto Pernia articulated the 
government’s intention to fully implement the provision of sexuality education in 
schools. Secretary Pernia also stated that proper education for the youth on how to take 
care of their bodies is one of the ways to reduce unwanted teenage pregnancies;6

WHEREAS, the youth are faced with critical decisions involving sexual and 
reproductive health that could have a major impact on their lives. However research 
ated  by UNFPA shows that majority of adolescents still lack the knowledge needed to 
make those decisions responsibly. Without adequate information, they are left 
vulnerable to coercion, sexually transmitted infections and unintended pregnancies;^

WHEREAS, UNFPA Country Representative Klaus Beck highlighted the 
importance of including sexuality education in our Philippine education s y s tL  to help 
ensure young girls and boys make responsible choices based on accurate information;^

fDenEDT!!Et^ lAH r T aT  t0 RePUbli.C ACt N°- 10354' the DePartment of Education CDepED) IS tasked to develop a curriculum for reproductive health education that will
be used by public schools and may be adopted by private schools. Thus, in 2013 the 
DepEd released the K to 12 Curriculum Guide for Health, which incorporates lessons on 
Reproductive Health and Responsible Parenthood;9
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NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved, as it is hereby resolved, by the Senate of the 
Phihppmes to direct the Committee on Education, Arts and Culture, to conduct an
inquiry, in aid of legislation, on the status of the implementation of reproductive health 
education in schools.

Adopted,


