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RESOLUTION

URGING THE APPROPRIATE SENATE COMMITTEE/S TO CONDUCT A 
RELEVANT STUDY, IN AID OF LEGISLATION, ON THE VARIOUS LAWS AND 
POLICIES GOVERNING APPLICATION FOR LICENSES, PERMITS AND 
CLEARANCES INCLUDING THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE E-COMMERCE LAW 
WITH THE INTENTION OF SIMPLIFYING BUREAUCRATIC PROCEDURES, 
ERADICATING RED TAPE AND PROMOTING PHILIPPINE COMPETITIVENESS

WHEREAS, it is a declared policy of the State that, “[t]he State shall maintain honesty 
and integrity in public service and take positive and effective measures against graft and 
corruption”1;

WHEREAS, at present the Philippines ranks 103rd out of 189 countries in the world, and 
is sixth out of the 10-member Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) in the Doing 
Business Survey (DBS) of the World Bank International Finance Corporation (IFC)2;

WHEREAS, the World Bank cited that “red tape is strangling interest in doing business in 
the Philippines” and that accordingly, “the length of time and processes involved in establishing 
and doing business in the country remains complicated compared with neighbors such as 
Hongkong, China and Singapore despite efforts to curb corruption and implement tax incentives;”

WHEREAS, it has been reported that most government agencies have complicated and 
difficult bureaucratic procedures in providing services to the detriment of ordinary citizens and 
prospective investors;

WHEREAS, various government agencies including local governments performing 
business registration, issuance of permits and licenses, issuance of identification cards and 
clearances and similar public services have adopted independent policies in the performance of 
their mandates;

WHEREAS, one of the innovations in public administration is the system of electronic 
application and utilization of e-commerce in government transactions as provided in the E- 
Commerce Law of the Philippines;

WHEREAS, in the past, a ToolKit on Simplifying Business Permit and Licensing 
Procedures of Local Governments (2008) was drafted and utilized as guide by citizens, investors, 
market players and stake holders;

1 The 1987 Philippine Constitution, A rtic le II, Section 27
2 W orld Bank. Doing Business 2016: M easuring Regulatory Quality and Efficiency. Retrieved from  
http://www.doingbusiness.Org/reports/elobal-reDorts/doing-business-2016#sub-m enu-item-link

http://www.doingbusiness.Org/reports/elobal-reDorts/doing-business-2016%23sub-menu-item-link



