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A RESOLUTION DIRECTING THE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION, ARTS AND 
CULTURE TO CONDUCT AN INQUIRY, IN AID OF LEGISLATION, ON THE 
EDUCATION OF YOUTH REGARDING THE MARTIAL LAW PERIOD AND 
HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES UNDER THE MARCOS REGIME WITH THE END 

VIEW OF PRESERVING MEMORY THROUGH HISTORICAL TRUTH-TELLING, 
PROTECTING OUR DEMOCRACY, AND PROMOTING A SENSE OF JUSTICE AND 

HUMAN RIGHTS AMONG YOUNG FILIPINOS

WHEREAS, it is stated in Section 11 of Article II of the 1987 Philippine 
Constitution that, "The State values the dignity of every person and guarantees 
full respect for human rights.” In line with this. Section 12 of Article III of the 
Constitution prohibits the use of torture, force, violence, threat, intimidation, or 
any other means which vitiate the free will. It further mandates the 
compensation and rehabilitation of victims of torture or similar practices and 
their families;

WHEREAS, Section 2 of Republic Act No. 10368, otherwise known as the 
"Human Rights Victims Reparation and Recognition Act of 2013,” as amended, 
declares it a policy of the State "to recognize the heroism and sacrifices of all 
Filipinos who were victims of summary execution, torture, enforced or 
involuntary disappearance and other gross human rights violations committed 
during the regime of former President Ferdinand E. Marcos covering the period 
from September 21, 1972 to February 25, 1986 and restore the victims’ honor 
and dignity.” Pursuant to this, the State also acknowledges its moral and legal 
obligations to recognize and provide reparation to these victims and their 
families "for the deaths, injuries, sufferings, deprivations and damages they 
suffered under the Marcos regime;”

WHEREAS, historical records show that 3,257 were killed, while an 
estimated 35,000 tortured and 70,000 were incarcerated, during the Martial Law 
period under the Marcos regime. As of May 2015, a total of 75,730 persons 
already filed their claims as victims of human rights violations with the Human 
Rights Victims Claims Board.1 Claimants included relatives of victims of extra­
judicial killings and disappearances, and victims of detention and torture, rape or 
sexual abuse. Their claims were backed by submission of narratives and

1 http://hrvclaimsboard.gov.ph/index.php/claim-process/announcements/98-press-release-6- 
2015
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