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MR. PRESIDENT:

The Committee on Foreign Relations, to which was referred the Agreement, entitled;

HAGUE CONVENTION
ON THE CIVIL ASPECTS OF INTERNATIONAL CHILD ABDUCTION

has considered the same and has the honor to report it back to the Senate with the
recommendation that Proposed Senate Resolution No. 1723 » prepared by the
Committee, entitled:

RESOLUTION
CONCURRING IN THE ACCESSION TO THE HAGUE CONVENTION
ON THE CIVIL ASPECTS OF INTERNATIONAL CHILD ABDUCTION

be approved without amendment.
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Prepared by the Committee on Foreign Relations

RESOLUTION
CONCURRING IN THE ACCESSION TO THE HAGUE CONVENTION
ON THE CIVIL ASPECTS OF INTERNATIONAL CHILD ABDUCTION

WHEREAS, the Constitution, Article 7, Section 21 states: "No treaty or international

agreement shall be valid and effective unless concurred in by at least two-thirds of all the members
of the Senate";

WHEREAS, the Convention on the Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction was
adopted on 25 October 1980 in The Hague, Netherlands;

WHEREAS, the Convention seeks to combat parental child abduction by providing a system
of cooperation between the central authorities of the Contracting States, and a rapid procedure for
the return of the child to the country of the child’s habitual residence;

WHEREAS, the objectives of the Convention are to secure the prompt return of children
wrongfully removed or retained in any Contracting State, and to ensure that rights of custody and
access under the law of one Contracting State are effectively respected in other Contracting States;

WHEREAS, the Convention shall take priority in matters within its scope over the
Convention of 05 October 1961 concerning the power of authorities and the law applicable in
respect to protection of minors, as between Parties to both Conventions. Otherwise, the present
convention shall not restrict the application of an international instrument in force between the State
of origin and the State addressed or other law of the State addressed for the purposes of obtaining
the return of a child who has been wrongfully removed or retained or of organizing access rights;

WHEREAS, the President of the Philippines acceded to the Convention on 16 December

2015 and has accordingly submitted it to the Senate for concurrence, in accordance with the
Constitution; and

WHEREAS, in the hearing conducted by the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations on 26

January 2016, the following government agencies endorsed the concurrence to the accession of the
Convention:

1. Department of Foreign Affairs
2, Department of Justice

3. Department of Social Welfare and Development



4. Inter-Country Adoption Board

WHEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED, that the Philippine Senate concur, as it
hereby concurs, in the Philippine accession to the Convention on the Civil Aspects of International
Child Abduction.

Adopted,

MIRIAM DE&E;NSOR SANTI%O‘U

Chair
Committee on Foreign Relations
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28, CONVENTION ON THE CIVIL ASPECTS OF
INTERNATIONAL CHILD ABDUCTION!

(Concluded 25 October 1980)

The States signatory to the present Convention,

Firmly convinced that the interests of children are of paramount importance in matters refating to their
custody,

Deslring to protect children internationally from the harmful effects of their wrongful removal or retention
and 1o establish procedures to ensure their prompt return to the State of thelr habitual residence, as well
as to secure protection for rights of access,

Have resolved to conclude a Convention to this effect, and have agreed upon the lollowing provisions

CHAPTER | = SCOPE OF THE CONVENTION

Article 1

The objects of the present Convention are -

a)  tosecure the prompt return of children wrongfully removed to or retalned in any Contracting State;
and

b)  to ensure thal rights of custody and of access under the law of one Contracting State are
elfectively respected in the other Contracting States.

Artlcle 2

Contracting States shall take all appropriate measures to secure within their territories the
implementation of the objects of the Convention. For this purpose they shall use the most expeditious
procedures availabla, .

Article 3

The removal or the retention of a child is to be considered wrongfu! where -

a)  ltis in breach of rights of custody attributed to a person, an institution or any other body, either
jointly or alone, under the law of the State in which the child was habitually resident immediately
before the removal or retention: and

b)  atthe time of removal or retention those rights were actuslly exercised, either jointly or alone, or
would have been so exercised but for the removal or retention.

The rights of custody mentioned In sub-paragraph a) abovs, may arise in particuiar by operation of law
or by reason of a judicial or administrative decislon, or by reason of an agreement having legal effect
under the law of that State,

! This Convention, Including related materials, Is accessible on the website of the Hague Conlerence on Private
International Law (www.hcch.net), under “Conventions® or under the “Chiid Abduction Section®, For the full history
of the Convention, see Hague Conference on Privale International Law, Acles of documents de In Quatorziéme
session (1980), Tome Ill, Child abduction (1ISBN 80 12 03816 X, 481 pp.).




Arlicle 4

The Convention shall apply to any child who was habitually resident in a Contracting State Immedlatgly
before any breach of custody or access rights. The Convention shall cease to apply when the child

attains the age of 16 years,

Article 5

For the purposes of this Convention —

a)  “dghts of custody” shall include rights relaling to the care of the person of the child and, in
particular, the right to determine the child's place of residence;

b)  “rights of access” shall include the right to take a child for a limited period of time to a place other
than the child’s habltual residence.

CHAPTER Il = CENTRAL AUTHORITIES

Arlicla 6

A Contracting State shall designate & Central Authority to discharge the duties which are imposed by
the Convention upon such authorities,

Federal States, States with more than one syslem of law or States having autonomous territorial
organisations shall be free to appoint more than one Central Authority and to specify the territorial extent
of their powers. Where a State has appointed more than one Central Authority, it shall designate the
Central Authority to which applications may be addressed for transmission to the appropriate Centrat
Authority within that State.

Article 7

Central Authorities shall co-operate with each other and promote co-operation amongst the competent

authorities in their respeclive States to secure the prompt return of children and to achleve the other

objects of this Convention,

In particular, either directly or through any intermediary, they shall take all approprlate measures —

a)  todiscover the whereabouts of a child who has been wrongfully removed or retained:;

b)  to prevent further harm to the child or prejudice to interested parties by taking or causing to be
taken provisional measures;

¢}  tosecure the voluntary return of the child or to bring about an amicabla resolution of the Issues;

d)  toexchange, where desirable, information relating to the social background of the child;

e) o provide information of a general character as to the law of their State in connection with the
application of the Convention;

nH ta Initiate or facilitate lhe Institution of judicial or administrative proceedings with a view to obtaining
the return of the child and, in a proper case, to make arangements for organising or securing the
effective exercise of rights of access;

g)  where the circumstances so require, to provide or facilitate the provision of legal aid and advice,
including the participation of legal counse! and advisers;

h)  to provide such administrative arrangements as may be necessary and appropriale {0 secure the
safe retum of the child;

i) to keep each other informed with respect to the operation of this Convention and, as far as
possible, to eliminate any obstacles to its application,

CHAPTER Il = RETURN OF CHILDREN

Articte 8

Any person, institution or other body claiming that a child has been removed or retained In breach of
custody rights may apply either to {he Central Authority of the child's habitual residence or to the Central
Authority of any other Contracting State for assistance in securing the return of the child.

The application shall contain =




a)  Information concerning the identity of the applicant, of the child and of the person alleged lo have
removed or retained the child;

- &)  where available, the date of birth of the child;

¢)  the grounds on which the applicant's claim for return of the child is based;

d) sl avallable information relating to the whereabouts of the child and the Identity of the person with
whom the child is presumed to be. .

The application may be accompanied or supplemented by -

e}  anauthenticated copy of any relevant decision or agreement;

] a certificate or an affidavit emanating from a Centra! Authority, or other competent authority of the
State of the child's habitual residence, or from a qualified person, concerning the relevant law of

that State;
g)  any other relevant document.

Article 9

If the Cenlral Authority which receives an apbllcatfon referred to in Article 8 has reason to believe that
the child is in another Contracting State, it shall directly and without delay transmit the application to the
Central Authorily of that Contracting State and Inform the requesting Central Authority, or the applicant,

as the case may be,

Article 10

The Central Authority of the State where the ‘child Is shall take or cause to be taken all appropriate
measures in order lo obtain the voluntary return of the child.
{
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Article 11
¢

The judicial or administrative authoritics of Contracting States shall act expeditiously in proceedings for
the return of children. .

If the judicial or administrative authority concerned has not reached a decision within six weeks from the
date of commencement of the proceedings, the applicant or the Central Authorily of the requested State,
on lts own initiative or if asked by the Central Authority of the requesting State, shall have the right to
request a statement of the reasons for the delay, If a reply is received by the Central Authority of the
requested State, that Authority shall transmit the reply to the Central Authority of the requesting Stats,
or to the applicant, as the case may be. .

Article 12

Where a child has been wrongfully removed or retained in terms of Article 3 and, at the date of the
commencement of the proceedings before the judicial or administrative authority of the Contracting State
where the child Is. a period of less than one year has elapsed from the date of the wrongful removal or
retention, the authority concerned shall order the return of the child forthwith.

The judiclal or administrative authority, even where the proceedings have been commenced after the
expiration of the period of one year referred to in the preceding paragraph, shall also order the return of
the child, unless It is demonstrated that the child is now settled in its new environment.

Where he judiclal or administrative authority in the requested State has reason to believe thal the child
t;as !:azn taken to another State, it may stay the proceedings or dismiss the application for the return of
the child,

Article 43

Notwithstanding the provisions of the preceding Adlicle, the Judicial or administrative authority of the

requested State is not bound to order the return of the child if the person, institution or other body which

opposes its return establishes that —

a)  the person, institution or other body having the care of the person of the child was not actually
exercising the custody rights at the time of removal or retention, or had consented to or
subsequently acqulesced in the removal or retention: or




b}  thereis a grave risk that his or her return would expose the child to physical or psychological harm
or otherwise place the child in an intolerable situation.

The judicial or administrative authority may also refuse to order the return of the child if it finds that the
child objects lo being returned and has attained an age and degree of maturity at which It is appropriate

to take account of its views,
In considering the circumstances referred to in this Article, the judiclal and administrative authorities shall

take into account the information relating to the soctal background of the child provided by the Central
Authority or other competent authority of the child's habitual residence.

Article 14

In ascertaining whether there has been a wrongful removal or retention within the meaning of Aricle 3,
the judicial or administrative authorities of the requested State may take notice directly of the law of, and
of judiclal or administrative decisions, formally recognised or not in the State of the habitual residence of
the child, without recourse to the specific procedures for the proof of that law or for the recognition of
foreign decisions which would otherwise be applicable,

Article 15

The judicial or administrative authorities of a Contracling State may, prior to the making of an order for
the return of the child, request that the applicant oblain from the authorities of the State of the habilual
residence of the child a decision or other determination that the removal or retention was wrongful within
the meaning of Arlicle 3 of the Convention, where such a decision or determination may be obtained in
that State. The Central Authorities of the Contracting States shall so far as practicable assist applicants
to obtain such a decislon or determination.

Article 16

Alter receiving notice of a wrongful removal or retention of a child in the sense of Article 3, the judicial or
administrative authorities of the Contracting State to which the child has been removed or in which it has
been retained shall not decide on the merits of rights of custody until it has been determined that the
child s not to be returned under this Convention or unless an application under this Convention is not
lodged within a reasonable time following receipt of the notice.

Article 17
The sole fact that a decision relating to custody has been given in or is entitled to recogniltion in the
requested State shall not be a ground for refusing lo return a child under this Convention, but the Judicial
or administrative authorities of the requested State may take account of the reasons for that decision in
applying this Convention,

Article 18
The provisions of this Chapter do not limit the power of a judicial or administrative authority to order the

return of the child at any time.

Article 19

A decision under this Convention concerning the return of the child shall not be taken fo be a
determination on the merits of any custody issue.




Aricle 20

The return of the child under the provisions of Aricle 12 may be refused if this would not be permitted
by the fundamental principles of the requested Stale relating to the protection of human rights and

fundamental freedoms.

CHAPTER'IV = RIGHTS OF ACCESS

Article 21

An application to make arrangements for organising or securing the effective exercise of rights of access
may be presented o the Central Authorities of the Contracting States in the same way as an application

for the return of a child.
The Central Authoritles are bound by the obligations of co-operation which are set forth in Article 7 to

promote the peaceful enjoyment of access rights and the fulfiiment of any conditions to which the
exercise of those righls may be subject, The Central Authorities shall take steps to remove, as far as

possible, all obstacles to the exerclse of such rights.
The Central Authorities, either directly or through intermediaries, may initiate or assist In the institution
of proceedings with a view to organising or protecting these rights and securing respect for the conditions

to which the exercise of these rights may be subject.

CHAPTER V = GENERAL PROVISIONS

Article 22

No security, bond or deposit, however described, shall be required to guarantee the payment of costs
and expenses in the judicial or administrative proceedings falling within the scope of this Convention,

Article 23

No legalisation or simitar formality may be required in the context of this Convention.

Article 24

Any application, communication or other doctument sent to the Central Authority of the requested State
shall be in the original language, and shall be accompanied by a trans!ation Into the official language or
one of :he official languages of the requested State or, where that Is not feasible, a transtation into French
or English.

However, a Contracting State may, by making a reservation in accordance with Article 42, object to the
use of either French or English, but not both, in any application, communication or other document sent

to its Central Authority,

Article 25

Nationals of the Contracting States and persons who are habitually resident within those States shall be
entitled in matters concerned with the application of this Convention to legal ald and advice In any other
'Cotfr:!r'agﬁng State on the same condilions as if they themsalves ware nationals of and habitually resident
n that State,




Article 26

Each Central Authority shall bear its own costs in applying this Convention.
Central Authorities and other public services of Contracling States shall not impose any charges In

relation to applications submitted under this Convention. In particular, they may not require any payment
from the applicant towards the costs and expenses of the proceedings or, where applicable, those arising
from the participation of legal counse! or advisers. However, they may require the payment of the
expenses incurred or to be incurred in implementing the return of the child.

However, a Contracling State may, by making a reservation in accordance with Article 42, declare that
it shall not be bound ta assums any costs referred to in the preceding paragraph resulting from the
participation of legal counsel or advisers or from court proceedings, except insofar as those costs may

be covered by ils system of legal aid and advice,

Upon ordering the return of a child or issuing an order concerning rights of access under this Convention,
the judicial or administrative authorities may, where appropriale, direct the person who removed or
retained the child, or who prevented the exercise of rights of access, lo pay necessary expenses incurred
by or on behalf of the applicant, including trave! expenses, any cosls incurred or payments made for
locating the child, the costs of legal representation of the applicant, and those of returning the child,

Aricle 27

Whaen it Is manifest that the requirements of this Convention are not fulfilled or that the application Is
otherwise not well founded, a Central Authorily is not bound to accept the application. In that case, the
Contral Authority shall forthwith inform the applicant or the Central Authority through which the
application was submitted, as the case may be, of its reasons.

Arlicle 28

A Central Authority may require that the application be accompanied by a written authorisation
empawering it to act on behalf of the applicant, or to designate a representative so to act.

Article 29

This Convention shall not preclude any person, institution or body who claims that there has been a
breach of custody or access rights within the meaning of Article 3 or 21 from applying directly to the
judicial or administrative autherities of a Contracting State, whether or not under the provisions of this

Convention,

Article 30

Any application submitted to the Central Authorities or directly to the judicial or administrative authorities
of a Contracting State in accordance with the terms of this Convention, togather with documents and
any other information appended thereto or provided by a Central Authorlty, shall be admissible in the
courts or administrative authorities of the Contracting States.

Article 31

In relation to a State which in matters of custody of children has two or more systems of law applicable

in different territorial units -
a)  any reference lo habitual residence in that State shall be construed as referring to habitual

residence In a territorial unit of that State;
b)  anyreference to the law of the State of habitual residence shall be construed as referring to the

law of the territorial unit in that State where the child habitually resides.




Article 32

In relation to a State which in matters of custody of children has two or more systems of law applicable
to different categorles of persons, any reference to the law of that State shall be construed as referring

to the legal system spacified by the law of that State.

Article 33

A State within which different territorial units have their own rules of Jaw in respect of custody of children
shall not be bound to apply this Convention where a State with a unified system of law would not be

bound to do so.

Article 34

This Convention shall take priority in matters within its scope over the Convention of 5 October 1961
concerning the powers of authorities and the law applicable in respect of the protection of minors, as
between Parties to both Conventions, Otherwise the present Convention shall not restrict the application
of an international Instrument In force between the State of origin and the State addressed or other law
of the State addressed for the purposes of obtaining the return of a child who has been wrongfully
removed or retained or of organising access rights.

Article 35

This Convention shall apply as between Contracting States only to wrongful removals or retentions

occurring after its entry Into force in thase States.
Where a declaration has been made under Article 39 or 40, the reference in the preceding paragraph to
a Contracting State shall be taken to refer to the territorial unit or units in refation to which this Conventlon

applies,

Arlicle 36

Nothing In this Convention shall prevent two or more Contracting States, in order to limit the restrictions
to which the return of the child may be subject, from agreeing among themselves to derogate from any
provisions of this Convention which may imply such a restriction,

CHAPTER VI = FINAL CLAUSES

Article 37

The Convention shall be open for signature by the States which were Members of the Hague Conference
on Private International Law at the time of its Fourteenth Session.

It shall be ratified, accepted or approved and the instruments of ratification, acceplance or approval shall
be deposited with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of the Netherlands.

Article 38

Any other State may accedo to the Convention.
The instrument of accesslon shall be depositad with the Ministry of Foreign Affalrs of the Kingdom of the

Netherlands,
The Convention shall enter into force for a State acceding to it on the first day of the third calendar month

after the deposit of its instrument of accession.

|
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The accession will have effect only as regards the relations between the acceding State and such
Contracting States as will have daclared their acceptance of the accesslon. Such a declaration will also
have to be made by any Member State ratifying, accepling or approving the Convention after an
accession. Such declaration shall be deposlited at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of the
Netherlands; this Ministry shall forward, through diplomatic channels, a certified copy to each of the
Contracting States,

The Convention will enter into force as between the acceding Stale and the State that has declared its
acceptance of the accession on the first day of the third calendar month after the deposit of the

declaralion of acceptance.

Article 39

Any State may, at the time of signature, ratification, acceptance, approval or accession, declare that the
Convention shall extend {o all the territories for the International relations of which it Is responsible, or lo
one or more of them, Such a declaration shall take effect at the time the Convention enters into force for

that State, .
Such declaration, as well as any subsequent extension, shall be nolified to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs

of the Kingdom of the Netherlands.

' Adlicle 40

If a Contracting State has two or more territorial units in which different systems of law are applicable in
relation to matters dealt with In this Convention, it may at the time of signature, ratification, acceptanco,
approval or accesslon declare that this Convention shall extend to all its territorial units or only to one or
more of them and may modify this declaration by submitting another declaration at any time.

Any such declaration shall be notified to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of the Netherlands
and shall state expressly the territorial units to which the Convention applies.

Article 41

Where a Contracting State has a system of government under which executive, judicial and legislative
powers are distributed between central and other authorities within that State, its signature or ratification,
acceplance or approval of, or accession to this Convention, or its making of any declaration in terms of
Article 40 shall carry no implication as to the internal distribution of powers within that State,

Aricle 42

Any State may, not later than the time of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession, or at the time
of making a declaration in terms of Article 39 or 40, make one or both of the reservations provided for in

Article 24 and Article 26. third paragraph. No other reservation shall ba permitted.
Any Slate may at any lime withdraw a reservation It has made, The withdrawal shall be notified to the

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of the Nethertands,
The reservation shall cease to have effect on the first day of the third calendar month after the notification

referred to in the preceding paragraph.
Article 43

The Convention shall enter into force on the first day of the third calendar month after the deposit of the
third instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession referred to in Articles 37 and 38.




Thereafter the Convention shall enter into force —

(1) for each State ratifying, accepting, approving or acceding to it subsequently, on the first day of the
third calendar month after the deposit of its instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or
accession;

(2) for any territory or terrilorial unit to which the Convention has been extended in conformity with
Article 39 or 40, on the first day of the third calendar month after the notification referred to in that

Article,

Article 44

The Convention shall remain in force for five years from the date of ils entry into force in accordance
with the first paragraph of Article 43 even for Slales which subsequently have ratified, accepted,
approved it or acceded (o il.

{f there has been no denunciation, it shall be renewed tacitly every five years,

Any denunciation shall be notified to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of the Netherlands at
least six months before the expiry of the five year period. it may be limited to certain of the territories or

territorial units to which the Convention applies.
The denunciation shall have effect only as regards the State which has notified it. The Convention shall

remain In force for tha other Contracting States.

Arlicle 45

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of the Netherlands shall notify the States Members of the

Conference, and the States which have acceded In accordance with Article 38, of the following —

(1) the signatures and ratifications, acceptances and approvals referred to in Article 37;

(2) the accessions referred to in Article 38

{3) the date on which the Convention enters into force in accordance with Article 43;

(4) the extensions referred to In Article 39;

(5) thedeclarations referred to in Articles 38 and 40;

(6) the reservations referred to in Article 24 and Article 26, third paragraph, and the withdrawals
referred to in Article 42,

(7) the denunclations referred to In Article 44,

In witness whereof the undersigned, being duly authorised thereto, have signed this Convention.

Done al The Hague, on the 25th day of October, 1980, in the English and French languages, both texts
belng equally authentic, in a single copy which shall be deposited In the archives of the Government of
the Kingdom of the Netherlands, and of which a certified copy shall be sent, through diplomatic channels,
to each of the Stales Membaers of the Hague Conference on Private lntematlonal Law at the date of its

Fourteenth Sesslon,
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Res,D

D,Res

Res

Res

Res

Res

D.Res

Res

Res

Res

Res

Res

D.Res
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New
Zealand

Norway
Panama
Paraguay
Pery
Poland
Portugal
Romania

Russlian
Federation

Serbla
Singapore
Slovakla
Slovenia
South Africa
Spain
Srilanka
Sweden
Switzerland
The former
Yugoslav
Republic of
Macedonia
Turkey
Ukralne
United
Kingdom of
Great Britain
and
Northern
Ireland
United
States of
America

Uruguay

Venezuela

9.1-1989

22-V1-1982

28-X11-1992

7-11-1986

22-11-1989

25-X-1980

21-1-1998

19-X1-1984

23-X11-1981

16-X-1996

31.v-1991

9.-1-1989
2-11-1994
13-v-1998
28-v-2001
10-VIN-1992
29-1X1 98‘3
20-X1-1992 .

28-Vi1-201 'P
)

29-v-2001!
28-X11-2010 7
7-X1-2000 ('
2211994 °
8-VI1-1997
16-V1-1987
28-1X-2001
22-111-1989
11.X-1983

20-1X-1993

31-v.2000
2-V1-2006

20-V-1986

29-1V.1988

16-X1-1999

16-X-1996
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A* 1-VI-1991
R 1-Iv-1989
At 1.V-1994
A* ‘ 1-VIN-1998
A* 1-VII1-2001
Av 1-XI-1992
R 1.X11-1983
A* 1-11-1993
A* 1-X-2011
Su 271v-1992
A* 11:2011
R 1.11-2001
A* 111994
© A% 1-X-1997
R 1.1X-1987
A* 1-X11-2001
R 1-VI-1989
R 1-1-1984
Su 1-XI1-1991
R 1-VIlI-2000
A* 1-1X-2006
R 1-VIN-1986
R 1.V1l-1988
A* 1.11-2000
R 1.1-1997

hiips:iwww hech neten/insirumentsiconventiona/status-tablaricids 24

Res
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Res

Res

Res

Res
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N,Res
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Zombla

26-VII1-2014 At
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1-X1-2014

Non-Member States of the Organisation

States
Bahamas
Bellze
Colombia

Dominican
Republic

El Salvador
Fiji

Gabon
Guatemala
Guinea
Honduras
Iraq
Kazakhstan
Lesotho
Nicaragua

Republic of
Moldova

Saint Kitts
and Nevis

San Marino
Seychelles
Thalland

Trinidad and
Tobago

Turkmenistan
Uzbekistan

Zimbabwe

1) S = Signature

s

R/AIS?

1:X-1993
22-VI-1989
13-X11-1995

11.VIII-2004

S-11-2001
16-111-1999
6-X11-2010
6-11-2002 -
7-X1-2011
20-X11-1993
21-11-2014
3-vi-2013

18-V1-2012

14-X11-2000

10-1v-1998

31.v-1994

14X11-2006 *
27-v-2008
14.V111-2002

7-V1-2000

29-X11-1997
31-v-1999

4-1V-1995

Type?
Ai’
A*

A¥

At
At

A#

A&
A¥
AO

A"

A‘

A¥*
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EIF EXTS
1-1-1994

1.1X-1989

1-1111996

1:X|-2004

1.v-2001

1-VI-1999
1-11-2011
1-V-2002

1-11-2012

1-111-1994
1-v1-2014
1.1X-2013
1-1X-2012
1-111-2001

1-VII-1998

1-VIN-1994

1-111-2007
1-vin-2008
1-X1-2002

1.1X-2000

1-11-1998
1-VIll-1999

1-Vil-1995

Auth®

Res/D/N'

Res

D,Res

Res

Res

Res

Res

Res

Res

Res

Res

L.
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2) R7A/Su = Ratification, Accession or Succession
3) Type = R: Ratification;

A: Accesslon;
A*: Accession glving rise to an acceptance procedure; click on A* for details of acceptances of the accession;
C: Continuation;
Su: Succession;
Den; denunciation;
4) EIF = Entry Info force
5) EXT = Extensions of application
6) Authorities per Convention = Designation of Authorities
7) Res/D/N = Reservations, declarations or notifications
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As of 13 January 2016

PH Accession to the Hagque Convention

on the Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction

Jimeline

16 December According to ODESGA, the President has signed the necessary
2015 document and has forwarded it to the Senate for concurrence

(information received informaly on 7 January 2016.
— October DFA (OLA) through OSEC submitted the necessary documents to the
2015 Office of the President re the proposed PH accession
30 September UNIO provided DFA-OLA with the following: 1) CTCs of the position
2015 papers and COCs of DSWD and DOJ, including the latter's prepared

highlights and benefits for PH Accession to the Convention, 2) matrix
of responses received from Post from UNIO's circular fax on the
inquiry of existing and salient provisions of international parental
kidnapping laws, and 3) matrix of responses prepared by UNIO and
OUMWA re consuftation with FSPs,

21 September
| 2015

UNIQ provided DFA-OLA with CTCs of the position papers and
COCs of ICAB, CWC and OSG.

24 August 2015

UNIQ received an advance copy of ICAB's COC.

12 August
2015

UNIO sent a letter to DOJ, CWC, ICAB, DSWD and OSG
requesting for resubmission of documentary requirements.

August 2015

UNIO convened an interagency meeting attended by DSWD,
OSG, CWC, ICAB and DFA (OLA, ASPAC , OMEAA,
OUMWA). It was agreed that new certificates of concurrence,
position papers and other documentary requirements would be
resubmitted to DFA with a view 1o finalize the accession
package.

29 July 2015

As suggested by OLA during the interoffice meeting, UNIO sent
a fax o Posts in Jurisdictions of States that are parties to the
Convention Inquiring about the existence and salient provisions
of international parental kidnapping laws.

28 July 2015

UNIO convened an interoffice meeting attended by ASPAC,
OAA, OMEAA, OEA, OUP, OUMWA and OLA.

17 June 2015

OUMWA sent the circular fax to Foreign Service Posts.

11 May 2015

UNIO sent OUMWA the draft survey fax through a
memorandum dated 11 May 2015.

04 May 2015

UNIO attended a meeting convened by OLA. During the
meeling, it was agreed that FSPs would be consulted and UNIO
would draft the survey fax which OUMWA would send to all

FSPs

10 April 2015

Further to the 07 January 2015 memorandum, UNIO reiterated
its request for OLA's updates on the status of the PH ralification
of the Hague Convention.

07 January
2015

UNIO, through a memorandum to OLA, requested for updates
regarding PH ratification of the Hague Convention.

Prepared by: Division IV, DFA-UNIO
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As of 13 January 2016

August 2014

UNIO, through a memorandum to OLA, forwarded to the
Summary of Highlights of the Hague Convention on the Civil
Aspects of Internationa! Child Abduction which is the last
remaining requirement to proceed to the accession of the
Hague Convention,

As soon as deliberation on PH ratification reaches the
legislature, the body (DFA, DOJ, CWC, OSG, DSWD and DOJ)
deemed it wise to organize another dialogue/ forum with other
stakeholders to address their concerns and further smoothen
the process of ratification.

21 May 2014

CWC organized a public forum which was attended by
concerned agencies and other stakeholders (academe,
legislature, NGO's on women and children's rights, etc.). The
body agreed to move forward PH accession to the Hague
Convention as soon as DOJ submits the Summary of Highlights
of the Hague Convention.

05 May 2014
and 09 May
2014

UNIO and the CWC, respectively, convened an inter-agency
meeting to discuss among the concerned agencies OLA's
comments on the Convention. The meeting was attended by
representatives from CWC, DOJ, DFA-OLA, DFA-UNIO and
OSG. The body recognized the need to harmonize the
Convention with domestic laws and to set up the necessary
mechanism for PH to smoothly fulfill its commitments under the
Convention. As Central Authority to the Convention, DOJ will
submit to DFA the summary of highlights and benefits of the PH
accession to the convention.

22 April 2014

UNIO conveyed OLA's comments to concerned agencles (DOJ,
CWC, OSG and DOJ, DSWD)

11 April 2014

OLA acknowledged receipt of UNIO's submission of the
documents for the process of ratification. OLA then submitted
their comments to the proposed accession of the Convention.

24 March 2014

UNIOQ provided OLA with a copy of the COC from CWC

20 December
2013

To process the ratification of the Convention, OLA requested
UNIO to submit a COC from the Council for the Welfare of
Children (CWC), being the inter-agency body of the PH
government for children,

06 November
2013

UNIO submitted to OLA the copy of position papers,
background of the Convention, and certificates of concurrence

(COC) from DOJ, OSG and DSWD for ratification.

05 August
2013

UNIO Convened an inter-agency meeting attended by
representatives from DFA, OSG, DOJ and DSWD to discuss
Convention. All agencies are in favor of acceding to the
Convention with DOJ as the Central Authority.

201

In 2011, UNIO convened an inter-agency meeting to study
possible accession to the Convention. Position papers were
requested from the DOJ, OSJ, SC, DSWD and ICAB.
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