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Third Regular Session ) 

SENATE 

P.S. RES. NO. 931 

Introduced by Senate President Juan Ponce Enrile and 
Senator Vicente C. Sotto III 

RESOLUTION 
SUPPORTING THE MOVE OF HIS EXCELLENCY, PRESIDENT BENIGNO S. 
AQUINO III, TO FILE AN ARBITRATION CASE AGAINST CHINA UNDER 
ARTICLE 287 AND ANNEX VII OF THE UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION ON 
THE LAW OF THE SEA 

WHEREAS, both China and the Philippines are signatories to the United 
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) which prescribes the 
maritime entitlements of coastal states in terms of territorial sea (part II), 
Contiguous Zone (Part II), 200-mile Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) (Part V), and 
Continental Shelf (Part VI); 

WHEREAS, China's claim in the West Philippine Sea under the 9-dash line 
is expansive and inconsistent with the above provisions of UNCLOS; 

WHEREAS, China's 9-dash line claim encroaches on the legitimate maritime 
entitlements of the Philippines and other coastal states in the South China Sea, 
thus violating their legitimate rights under international law, specifically UNCLOS; 

WHEREAS, China has steadily and forcefully asserted its 9-dash line claim 
in the West Philippine Sea; 

WHEREAS, the Philippines has exhausted almost all available tools, 
mechanisms and fora for the peaceful settlement of the disputes with China under 
its 3-track approach, namely: Political, Diplomatic and Legal Track, which 
includes inviting China to bring the matter peacefully under any of the available f 
dispute settlement mechanisms under Part XV of UNCLOS; 

WHEREAS, China declined said invitation, and its assertion in the West 
Philippine Sea has continued unabated; 

WHEREAS, Philippines is left with no other option to peacefully settle the 
dispute but to proceed with bringing China to arbitration under Part XV of 
UNCLOS in order to protect Philippine sovereignty, territorial integrity and 
sovereign rights over its maritime domain; 

WHEREAS, arbitration is a peaceful way of settling disputes consistent with 
ASEAN's Six-Point Principles, ASEAN Treaty of Amity and Cooperation and the 
ASEAN-China Declaration of Conduct in the South China Sea; 



• 

WHEREAS, international arbitration does not preclude the Philippines from 
continuing to explore and utilize other possible modalities in its 3-track approach 
for the peaceful settlement of disputes in the West Philippine Sea: Now, therefore, 
be it 

RESOLVED, AS IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, That the Senate supports the 
move of His Excellency, President Benigno S. Aquino III, to file an arbitration case 
against China under Article 287 and ANNEX VII of UNCLOS. 

Adopted, 

, ~ ~ 
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Senator 
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