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Introduced by Senator AQUILIIMO Q„ PIMENTEL,, JF:L

EXPLANATOFW NOTE

TT’ie proposed bill see;l<s to establish the Department of 

Interior„

It will liave control and/or supervision over the 

b u r” e a t..i s a n d c a fn f11 i s s i o n s

(1) Bureau of Local Governments 

( b ) B u r" e a u o f T o i i r i s fTs 

( c:) N a t i. o n a 1 P o 1 i c:: e C o m m i s s i. o n 

(d) Bureau of Coast Guards

following

It is one step towards "civi1ianizing" the police and the 

(" o a s t g u a r d w h i c; h age n c i e s d e a 1 m a i n ], y wit h d o m e s t i c 1. a w 

enforcement„

Local government and tourism matters are likewise placed 

under its supervision for economic and administrative efficiency 

and economy,,

Early approval of the bill is earnestly urged™

AQUILINO Q. PIMENTEL, JR
Senator
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AN ACT
CREATING THE DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

PLACING CERIAIN BUREAUS UNDEF; ITS E)UPEF;V'ISlON AND CONTROL
AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

Be it, (io.acted, by. t,he Senate and the House o.f. Representatives 
.y.j.fe .Ml CQnQres..~i assernbled s
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SEC I ION ln Title cj,f the Act „ This Act shall be

known as the Department of the Interior Act of 19SS,

SEC r I ON .,:-M Pur,poses. This Act reorganises the 

Executive Department by creating the Department of the 

I n t e r i o r,, h e r e i n a f t e r c a 11 e d t h e D e p a r t m e n tw h i c h w i 11 

have supervision and/or control over certain bureaus of the 

government as specified in Section 3,, hereof for the sake 

of a more efficient administration of the affairs of the 

said bureaus,,

SECTION 3 „ Q,rgan,ization.. (1) There is hereby 

created within the executive branch of the government, a 

new department ? which shall be called the Department of the 

In 1. e I .i o (' w hie h s h <a 11 h a '■/ e g e n e r a I s i.i p e r v i, s i o n over I o r a I 

government units and tourism activities and supervision and 

control over the police forces through the National Police 

Commission,, and over the coast, guard,,

(,;:!) i he Department shall have four agencies under its 

supervision and/or control ,, namely s the Bureau of Local
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shall be appointed EJecretary of the Interior unless he is a 

lawyer,, of good moral character and of sound judgment and 

probity.

(2) The ESecretary shall hold office at the pleasure of 

t h e P r e s i d e n t a n d s i"i a 11 r- e c e i v e the c: o m p e n s a t i o n , 

allowances and other emoluments to which members of the 

Cabinet are entitled„ He shall be assisted by four deputy 

secretaries and four assistant secretaries who shall be 

appointed by the President with the consent of the 

Commission of Appoin tmen ts ,,

( 3 ) T h e S e c r e t a r y m a y a j3 p o i n t s u c h o f f i c e r s a n d 

em p 1 i") y ees a s he (?) a y d e e (b n e c e s s a r y ,, p r es c r i. b e t he i. r d i.rt i e s 

and f .i >; their co(n pen sat ions pursuant to law,,

(4) Pow(ars oi the Eiec retary „ The Secretary shall haive 

the following powers and dutiess

(a) Control;, supervise, direct and coordinate 

i ri a p |::) r o p r i a t e c a s e s,, t. hi e o v e r a 11
f

operations of the Depart(?ien 15 

( b) F' r e p a r" e a n d s u b m i. t i") e r i c:) d i. c r e p o r t s a n d 

such other reports as the F-’resident (nay 

('"equireji

( c:) I mp 1 emen t and eecu te t he po 1 i c i es ,

directives ant:! parojects foi'”imulated ancJ 

adopted by the F::'resident5 and 

(d) l:::'erfor(n such othei'" functions as (nay be

assigned to hicn by the President or as may 

bos n!at::03ssau'"y to cai'“i'"y C3ut the p:iurproses of 

this Act,

SIFCTION 5„ Powers and Dut.i<as of the Dep^artcnent. „ Tho::o

30 Do3pai'"t(nen t, by and thronugh thus ;:3ec)"etai'"'>/ oi'“ his duly
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author.!zed representative shadl have the followinq powers 

and duties i;

(a) Assist the President in coordinating the 

act.,i.Vit.ies ar'id services of thcdse deartments, agenc;i.es, and 

units of the government having relationships with local 

government unitS;, tourism, police farces and the coast 

guard to the Eorid that the activities and services may be 

made more effective.

(b) Keep the F'residfsnt in former d about the problems of 

the three bureaus and the commission placed under the 

■Department and adv.ise and ass.lst the President in the 

formulation of policies with respect to the utilization of 

the resources ot the executive branch of government, to make 

the agencies under its supervision and/or control more 

responsive to the needs of the people,,

(c) Serve as a clearing house to thresh out. problems 

that, obstruct, impede or delay ths^ delivery of the services 

c:) f t I’ l e a f (::) r e (Ji e n t i o n e d f c:) u r age n c i e s .

(d ,1 Make studies and analyses of the problejms of the 

four agencies mentioned abovos to make them more cost, 

e 'f f i c:: i en t „

(e) Do all thin CIS necessary or convenient to carry out. 

the functions, powers and duties set forth in this Act and 

b y o t h e r' .1. a w is „

SLL; I .[ON 6„ 8t,af,f, oT tb.®. BUEsS.L.tffl.iLQt» The Department 

s h a 11 o r- g a n i z e its <ii> t a f f a n d wit h t i~i e a p p r o v a 1 o f t h e 

President, may call upon qualified experts in the government 

service to help in the discharge of its functions and 

r e s p D r'l s i b ill. t i e s ,,
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E) E C "I" I ON 7 „ F c:j r p !..i r- p o s e s d 'f c;) r ganizing and

constituting the Department? and for carrying out the 

provisions of this Act,, the sum of lEIBHTY MILLION PESOEi OiE 

MUCH THEREOF AS MAY BE NECESSARY IS HEREBY APPROPRIATED OUT 

OF THE FUNDS IN THE NATIONAL TREASURY THAT IS NOT OTHERWISE 

AF'F'ROPRI ATEDThereafter, such amounts as is necessary to 

carry out the provisions of this Act shall be included in 

the n a t i o n a 1 a p p r o p i'" i a t i o n s act,,

Ti'"ie i..ine>!pended ba 1 anc:es of tIte appropriations • and all 

p r o p e r t i e s,, e q u i p; n e r i t. a n <1 f a c i 1 i t i e s o f a n y k i n d p r o v i d e d 

by law for the existing Department of Local Governments, 

the Department of Tourism, the National Police Commission 

and the Coast Guard shall be transferred without cost to 

the Bureau of Local Governments,, the Bureau csf Tourism, the 

National Police Commission and the Bureau of the Coast

Guard as they ar"e consti ti.tte<1 and oi'"gani. zed under" this Act „

SECTION E!„ Fh..t 1 es and Fileau I at ions „ The F:‘resident

shall promulgarte such rules and regulations as may be 

necessary for the effective implementation of this Act.

SECT ION 9 » Fl'epeal ing Clause,„ Any law, presidential 

decree, executive order, rule or regulation contrary to or 

i n c o n s i s t e n t wit h t h i s A c t i s I") e r e b y r e e a 1 e d .,

EJECTION 10 „ EJeparabi 1 itv C,,l,ause„ If any part,

section or provision of this Act is held invalid or 

unconstitutional, the rest of the Act shatll not be atffected 

thereby«

SECTION 11„ Effectivity. This ct shall take effect 

upon its publication in, at least, two newspapers of 

general c i. r c:: i.i 1 a t i o n .

APPROVED,


