CONGRESS OF THE PHILIPPINES}
Fourth Regular Session 3}

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

H. No. 32696
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INTRODUCED ~ BY CONGRESSMEN ISIDRO, BAGATSING (A.),
MONFORT, BANDON, JR., LOPEZ (J.), TANJUATCO, JR.,
ROMERO, DE VENECIA, JR., LOPEZ (A.), MATTI, JAVIER
(R.), PILAPIL, PAYUMO, ANDOLANA, JOSON, JR., ADASA,
JR., GARCIA, JR., FUGOSO, CONGRESSWOMAN COSETENG,
CONGRESSMEN ALFELOR, ZARRAGA. RAMIREZ, CONGRESSWOMAN
LABARIA, CONGRESSMEN “LACSON, CUA, CONGRESSWOMAN
VERANO-YAP, CONGRESSMEN CUENCO, WEBB, MASKARIRO,
TAGARAD, SATOR, BELTRAN, JR., TY, CONGRESSWOMAN
REYES, CONGRESSMEN LUMAUIG, MERCADO (R.G.), . PLAZA
(D.), ANTONIND, APACIBLE, ASPIRAS, BENGSON . 111,

BERNARDEZ, CHIONGBIAN, DANGWA, DAYANGHIRANG,
DOMINGO, JR., FUA, GARCIA (E.), GARIN, CONGRESSWOMAN
GONZALEZ, CONGRESSMEN JAVIER (E.), LAZATIN,
CONGRESSWOMAN LOBREGAT, CONGRESSMEN LORETO,

MARTINEZ, JR., ONG, JR., PUNZALAN, RIVERA, JR.,
ROBLES, ROCO, TUPAS, TUZON, YAP _(R.), BAGATSING,
JR., OCAMPO, CABOCHAN (J.), DRAGON, GARDUCE,
CONGRESSWOMEN PLAZA (C.), ROA, CONGRESSMEN DEL MAR,
YAP (J.), CONGRESSWOMAN PUYAT-REYES AND THE MEMBERS
OF* THE COMMITTEE ON TRADE - AND INDUSTRY, PER
COMMITTEE REPORT NO. 1204

AN ACT PRDVIDING PROTECTIBN"TO CONSUMERS BY STABILIZING

THE PRI OF . BASIC NECESSITIES AND PRIME
COMMQD'W‘ 5+ AND [ BY PRESCRIBING MEASURES AGAINST
UNDU PRICE INCREASES DURING EMERGENCY SITUATIONS

AND LIKE OCCASIONS

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
of the Philippines in Congress assembled:

SECTION" 1. Short Title. - Tﬁis -Act shall be

referred to as the "Price Act."

SEC. 2. Declarafion of Basic Policy. — It is the

policy of the State to ensure the availability of basic
necgssities and prime commodities at reasonable prices
at all times and to provide protectioﬁ to the consuming
public against fraudulently excessive rise in prices
during occasions of calamity, emergency, widespread

illegal price manipulation and similar emergency

o




10
11
12
13
14

15 ¢

16

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

situations. To these ends, the State shall:

(1) Develop, promulgate and adopt measures to
promote productivity in basic necessities and prime
Commodities;

T {(2) Dévelop an improvep and efficient transport and
distribution system;

(3) Promulgate rdlé; and regulations to stabilize
prices at reasonable levels;

(4) Establish measures to protect the consuming
public against combinations and monopolies affecting
supply, disfribution, sale and. prices of basic
necessities and prime commodities;

(S) Institute sterner penalties for illegal price
manipulations; and .

(6) Put into Place a _mechanism that will readily
prdtect consumers from unreasonable price increases on
occasions | of calamities, emergencies and like
occurrences.

SEC. 3. Definition of Terms. - For purposes of this
Act, the term:

(1) ""Buffer fund" means an extra or contingent fund
which is not used by the implementing agency in “its
normal or regular operations and which should be used
only to procuré, purchase, import, or stockpile any
basic necessity or prime commodity Oor distribute the
same for sale at reésonable Prices in areas where there
is éhortage of supply;

(2) "Implementing agency” means the department,
agenéy or office which haé jurisdiction over a basic
necessity or pr;me‘commodity as defined in this Act,

which shall be: f
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(a) The Department of Agriculture, with> reference
to agraicultural c}ops, fish and other marine products,
pork, beef, chicken, and fresh dairy pfoducts;

{b) Thé Department of Health, with reference ta
drugs;

{c) The bepartment ?f Environment and Natural
Résources, with reference to wood and other forest
praoducts; |

(d) The Office of Energy Affairs, with reference to
policies and programs concerning petroleum praducts;

(e) The Energy Regulatory Board, with reference to

prices of petroleum products; and

{(f) The Department of Trade » and Industry, with

reference to all other basic necessities and prime

tommodities;'

{(3) “Basic necessities” means rice; corn; fresh,
dried and canned fish énd other marine products; fresh,
dried or prdcessedtpork; fresh, dried or processed beef;
fresh, dried. or processed chickgn meat; fresh ar
processed: chicken eggs; fresh or processed milk; fresh
vegetablesy root crops; coffeej; sugar; flour; bread;
salt; laundry soap; detergents; firewood; charcaal;
candle§; kerosene; gasoline; liquefied petroleum gas;
water; ‘energyg and drugs classified as essent@al by
the Department of Health: Provided, That, upon petition

of the concerned parties and after public hearing, the

- implementing agency concerned, with the appraval of the

President, may exclude from the classification of basic
necessities types or brands which may be deemed as

nonessential goods or luxury goods: Provided, further,

That, upon petition of thé concerned parties and after
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public hearing, or in case of a shortage in the supply
of the basic necessity, the imp;ementing agency, with

the approval of the President, may reinstate any type or

brand so excluded 1in the classification of basic
necessities;
(4) "Prime commodities" . means fresh fruits, dairy

products other than milk, noodles, ONRiONS, garlic,
vinegar,v patis, soy sauce,itoilet soap, poultry feeds,
hog feeds, cattle feeds, 'pesticides, herbicidesy
veterinary pébducts, fertilizers, paper, school
supplies, construction maperials, batteries, . blinker,
hardware, electrical products, steél wire, tires,

spareparts, textiles, garments, andw all drugs not

classified as escential drugsgby, the Department of

Health: Provided, That, upon petition of the concerned

parties and after public hearing, the implementing
agency concerned, with the approval of President, may
exclude from the classification of prime »commodities
types or Brands ;hich may pe deemed as nonessential
goods or luxury goods: Provided, furthér, That, upon

petition’ of the concefned parties and after public

_hearing, Or in case of a shortage in the supply of the

prime commodity, the implementing agency, witﬁ the

approval of the President, may reinstate any type oOr

brand so excluded 1in the classification of prime
commoditiess;
(S5) “Prevailing price" means the price at which any

basic necessity or prime commodity is being sold at any
given time in majority of all retail outlets in a given
areas;

(6) "Price ceiling" means the maximum 1imit at

He
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which any basic necessity or prime commodity may be sold

to the general public;

(7) "Person" means a natural person or a juridical
person, as the case may be; and
/ (8) “Pani; buying,” which fhe implementing agency
is directed to curb thrqugh its rule—making power, is an
abnormal phenoﬁenon wheré consumefs of basic necessities
and prime cqmmbdities buy the same grossly in excess of
the;r noﬁma; feqq;rementAresulting in undue_ shortages of
Suéh commoditiesﬂéo the prejudice éf,the‘less privileged
consumers. |

SEC. 4. Illegal Acts of ‘Price Manipulation. -

Without prejudice to the provisions of existing laws on

items not covered by this Acty 1t shall be unlawful ﬁpr f

any pérson habitually _engaged in the production,

manufacture, importation, storage, transport,
distribution, ‘saie or other metﬁods of disposiéion« of
goods to engage in the following acts of manipulation of
the price of any basic necessity or prime commodity:

(1) Héarding - the undue accumulation by a peﬁspn

or combination of persons of any of the basic

necessities or prime commodities beyond his or their

normal  inventory levels or the unreasonable limitation

or unjust refusal tb dispose of, sell or distribute the
same to the general public or taklné them out of the
channels of tﬁédéﬁghdggémmerce. There shall be prima
facie_iévidéﬁ&e Bf.ho;;ding when a:person has stocks of
any basic  necessity or prihe commodity fifty percent
{30%4) Hhigher than his usual ihventory and unreasonably

limits, refuses or fails to sell the same to the general

public at the time of dﬁscovefy of the stocks. The

-
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determination of a person‘s usual inventory shall pe
reckoned from the third month immediately before the
disC0very of the stocks'invcase the person has been
engaged in the business for at least three {(3)
months;otherwise, it shali be reckoned from the time he
startéd his business;

(2) Profiteering - thefselling or offering for sale
of any basic necessity or prime cémmodity at a

grossly excessive Price over its true or Jintrinsic

worth. There shall be Prima facie  evidence of
profiteering whenever a basic necessity \ or prime
Commodity being sold has no price tag or is

misrépresented as to its weight. . or measurement or
ié adultefated or diluted or whenever 4 person raises
the price of any basic necessity or prime commodity he
sells or offers for sale to. the general public by MQre
than ten percent (10%Z) of its price in the immediately
preceding month: Rrovided, That, in the case of
agricul tural crops, fresh fish, fresh marine products,
and other seasonal prdducts, as  determined by the
implementing agency, the prima facie provision shall not
apply; and

(3) Price cartel - any combination oriagreement of
two © (2)  or more persons engaged in the production,
manufacture, processing, storage, supply, distribution,
marketing, sale or disposition of any basic necessity or
prime Commodity designed to artificially and
unreasonably increase Or manipulate its price. There
shall be prima facie evidence of price cartel Whengver
two (2) or more Persons or business ente;ﬁﬁises

competing for the same markeq and dealing in the same

120
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26

basic necessity or prime commodity perform uniform or
complementary acts among themselves which tend to bring

about artificial and unreasonable increase in the price

of any basic necessity or prime commodity or when they

simultanéously increase prices on their competing
products and lessen competition among>them5e1ve5.

SEC. S. Automatic Price Control. — Unless otherwise
declared by thé Presidégé, prices of basic necessities
in an area shall automatically be frozen at ‘their

prevailing prices or placed under price control

whenever:

(1) That area is proclaimed or declared a disaster

area or under a state of calamity;

(2) That area is declared under an emergency;

(3) The privilege of ‘the writ of habeas corpus is
suspended in that area;

{4) That area is placed under martial law;

(3) That area. is declared to be in a state of
rebellion; and

(6) That a state of wa;;;s declared. in that area.

The. terms "disaster" and "calamity" shall include
those brought about by natural or man-made causes,
whether local, foreign or international.

Basic necessities sold beyond the prices
contemplated by this section shall be illegal.

SEC. 6. Broadcast and Publication of Prevailing
Prices. - Upon declaration by the President of the
existence of any of the conditions under Section S5, the
implementing agency, upon approval by the President,
shall cause the broadcast by radio and television and
publication in at least two (2) newspapers of general

!
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15ting:0f‘the prevailing prices of all
basic nec séifies. The implehenting agency shall
endeavor to disseminate the information on price
ceilings such as throdgh posting in public places,

public markets, foodstores and supermarkets. . However,

if the prevailing price of any basic necessity is,

excessive and unreasonable, the implementing agency: may
recommend to the President the imposition of _a price
ceiling for the sale of the same other than its
prevailing price. Contrary provisions of existing léws
notwithstandiﬁg; price‘ contfol shall take effect
immediately after broadcast or publication of ‘ the
prevai%ing prices or the given price ceilings of basic

necessities.

SEC. 7. Declared Price Control. — At any givenA

V

time, the President; upon the recommendation of the

implementing aggncy, may impose price ceilings or place

any of the bagic necessitges and prime commodities under

EXEEN

price conti if any”of,the following conditions so
warrants:

(1) The impendency, existence, or effects of a
calamity |

(2) The threat; existence, or effects of an
emergency ;

(3) vThe prevalence of widespread acts of illegal

manipulation of the prices of the basic necessity or

prime commodity;

(4) The impendency, or existence or effect of any
event that causes‘artificial'and unréasonable increase
in the price of tﬁe basic neFessity éf prime commodity;
and j
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(5) Whenever the implementing agency concerned
deems  thaot thEYgFevailing price of any hasic neceésity
or prime éommodity:haS‘risen to unreasonable levels.

SEC. 8.. Deté#éination, Broadcast and Publication of
‘PrfCe'Ceilings. - -The implementing'agency, upon approval
of‘ the President, shall determine the reasonable price
ceiling of the basic neé;ssity or prime commodity to be
blaced under price céntrol‘under Section 7 of this “Act,
and shail cause‘the broadcast in radio and television
and the publication in at least two (2)  newspapers of
genefal cifculation of the same. Contrary provisions of
existing laws‘ notwithstanding, price control of the
basic necessify or prime Commodity under‘ this section
shall be  in effect immediately after broadcast. or
publication, thchever is earlier. In defermining the
reasonable price ceiling, the implementing agency shall
take the following factoré into consideration:

(1) The exchangé-rate of the peso fo the foreign
currency with which a basic necessity or prime commodity
or any - component, ingredient or raw material thereof was

paid for;

(2) Any  char in  the amortization cost of

machinery brought about by any change 16 the exchange
rate of the peso to the foreign cd}rency with which the
machinery was bought.thfough credit facilities;

(3) Any change in the éost of labor brought about
by a change in the minimum wage; |

(4) ény, increase in:the cost of transporting or
distributing the basic necessity or priﬁe éommodity to'

the area of destinatidn; and

(3) Such other changes that may substantially

127
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affect the cost Df'prbduction, manufacture, distribution
or disposition of thei-basic necessity or prime
commodity. ' _ | .

SEC. 9. Allocation of a Buffer Fund to the
Implemenfinq Agency. - The implementing agéncy may
procure, purchase, import; or stockpile any basic
necessity or praime commodity, devise ways and means of
distributing them for sale at reasonable prices in areas
wheré there is shortage of supply or a need ta e&ffect
changes in its prevailing price. ¥for any . or . all of
these purposes, a buffer fund shail be allocated in the
annual appropriations of the implementing agency .

’SEC. 10. Additional Powers and Responsibilities of

Implementing Agencies. - To carry out the intents and

pufposeé of this Act, and subject to due process and

other constitutional guarantees of the rights of
citizens, the chief of the implementing agency shall
have the fol lowing additional powers and

responsibilities:

(1) He shall, with the approval of the President,
promulgate srules, regulations, and procedures for the
implementation of this Act;

(2) He shall 'develop, promulgate and implement
Programs,’ projects or measures to promote productivity
in all basic necessities and prime commodities under his
agency 'g jurisdiction;

(3) He shall establish or cause to’be established
an effecti;e procurement, .storage, marketing and
distribution .system of basic necessities and prime
commodities to ensure their availability.at all times in

all areas of the country where they are. needed. In
!
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cases of widespread scarcity of supply or speculation on

the supply or pficeuof any basic necessity or prime

commodity in any area, he may, with the approval of the

President, institute temporary measures to ensure
orderly and eqgquitable distribution to consumers of ~.the
basic necessity or prime commodity in the affected area;

{4) He shall, after due notice and hearing, issue
from time to tiﬁe reasonable suggested fetail prices
for all basic necessities and prime commédities for the
information and guidance of producers, manufacturers,
traders, dealers, sellers, retailers, and consumersj

(3} During reasonable = business hours, he may
reguire fhe submission of any relevant report, data,

information, paper or document, ‘Or inspect or cause the

inspection, or taking of pictures or video recordings,

periodically or whenéver neceSsary, of any farm,
factory, plant, 'Waréﬁduse, shdp, store or Vvehicle
engaged vin the productioﬁ, manufacture, procesging,
storage, distribution or sale ot any basic necessity Df
prime commodity;

(6)" He hay enter into ény agreement with any local
or foreign producer, manufatturer, supplier, distributor
or seller for the procuremeﬁt of supplies or stocks of
any basic necessity or prime commodity for purposes of
buffer stécking or fofvimmediate saie at reasonable
prices 1in areas where there are shortages or rampant
illegal ménipulation of pricess;

(7) He may enter into any agreement with aners or
operators of wareﬁouses or storage houses or with

owners, operators or franchise holders of vehicles or

public utilities for the storage, transport, or

125
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distrlbutiohvof any basic necessity or prime commoditys;
(8) VHe may initiate investigatiops and, after due
notice and heariﬁg, impose administrative fines for
vioclations of any provision of this Act'in such ‘amount
as he may deem reasonable which shall in no case be

less than One thousand pesos (Pl,OOb.OO) nor more than

One ‘million pesos"iP;;OO0,000.00), exclusive of
interests and éufcharges for noncompliance, for
violation of any of the provisions of this Act.

'In the imposition of administrative fines, the
following factors shall be taken into consideration:

(a) Whether the subject of the violation is a basic

necessity or a prime commodity. Violations involving

basic necessities shall be deemed more serious:

(b) Whether the subject of the violation is under
price control under Séétions 2 and 7 of this. Act.
Violations . invblving basic necessities or prime

commodities under . price control shall be deemed more

serious;

tc) The size in terms of assets and capitalization
of the business establishment which committgq the
violation. Bigger establishments shall be imposed
higher fines;

k (d) The numbgr ot . violations committed.
Respdndenfs who hgd previously been found to have
violated ' any of the provisions of this Act shall be
imposed a higher fine; and

{e) OSuch other considerations as may be necessary
for the purpose of carrying out the intents{‘ purposes
and provisions of this Act; i

(?7) He may issue subpoena requiring the attendance
f

124
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. and testimony of witnesses or the production of goods,

objecté; books, papers, documents, contracts, records,
financial statements, accounts, agreements and such
chef evidences ‘materiai in the determinaﬁion of ahy
violation of this Act;

(10) Without prejudice to téhporary closure ar
tempofary restraining order for a period which shall
not be more thén ten (10) days, he may, after‘due notice
and hearing, issue cease and desist orders,; closure,
censure, repriménd,.' and analogous. penalties and
sanctions for violation of any of the provisions of this
Acts

(11) He may order the withholding ior suspension

" and, after due hearing, camcellation of any permit,

license, authority or registration granted by his office
for any violation of the provisions of this Act;
(12) He may /(initiate summary proceedings to cause

»

the seizure by th;ygovernment'and sale to the public of
basic neceSsitie§ or prime comhodities seized or
forfeited whenever the nature of or the demand for such
necessities or commodities so requires, the proceeds
thereof accruing to the geaerél fund of the government
should the owner be later adjudged liable for violation
of ‘anyﬂof fhe provisions of this Act: Provided, That,
should the! owher of the necessities or commodities
forfeited or sold be found not iiable for the vioclation
which was the basié of the seizure, the proceeds of the

sale or distribution of the same shall be paid to himj

(13) He may initiate action against and cause the

prosecution before any court of law of vioclators of this

/
Act; '

/ ?’/ :

nt



10
11
12
13

14

15

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

31

128

)

t14) He may deputize and enlist the assistance of
any government official or egency in carrying out the
provisions of this Act; and

(15) Such other functions and ancillary powers as
may be necessary-to effectively implement this Act.

SEC. 11. Price CbOﬁqinating'Cbmmittee. - There |is
tereby createdk a Price Coordinating Committee,
hereinafter referred to as the Committee, composed of
the following members:

(1) The Secretary of Trade and  Ipdustry, ae
Cﬁaifmae;‘ |

(2) The Secretary of Aéricelture;

(3) fhe Secretary of.Health;

(4) The Chairman of the Energy Regulatory Board;

(35) The  Secretary ' of  Environment and Natural

Resources;

(6) The Chairman of the National Séefisties Office;

{7) The Secretary of Labor and Employment;

(8) fhe Secretary of Transportation and
Communications; -

(?) v The Secretary of Jusfice;

(10) One (1) representative from the consumers’
sector; |

(11) One (1) representative from the rural
producers’ sector;

(12) One (1) representative from the manufacturers’
sector;

‘(13) One. (1) rehresentative from the retailers’

sector;

(14)v0ne {1) representative from the wholesalers’

!

sector; and
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(15) One (1) representative from the labor sector.

The sectoral representatives of the Price
Coordinating Committee are to be ‘appointed by the
President for a term of one fl) year, without prejudice
to reappointment for another term.

The Committee shall meet every quarter and whenever
the President or the Chairman shall convene the same.
Each member shall receive reasonable reimbursements for
transportation.

Members from the government sector. may designate
their permanent alternate or representative to the
Cohmittee. |

The Department of Trade and Industry shall serve -as
the Secretariat of the Committee.

SEC. 12. Functions  of the Price Coordinating
Committee. - The Ptice Coordinating Committee shall
have the following functions:

(1) It‘ shall coordinate the productivity,
distribution and price stabilization programs, projects
and measures qf the.government and develop comprehensive
strategies te effect a general stabilization of prices
of basic necessities and prime commodities at affordable
levels; |

(2) It shall report tq the President and to the
Congress of the'Philippines thegstatqswgndrprogress of
the programs, projects, and meesures Qg ertaken by each
implementing department, agency or office as well as the
comprehensive strategies developed\by the Coma‘ttee te
stabilize_'the prices of basic necessities fivd prime

commodities;

(3) It shall advice the President on general policy

i
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1 matters for pfomotion and improvement in productivity,
‘t .2 ’<distributioh and price stabilization of prices of basic
3 necessities and prime commodities; |
4y (4) It may require from its members or any other
5 government agency such information as it may deem
6 necessary, and conduct public hearings for purposes of
7 assessing the supply, disgributioh and price situation
8 of any basic necessity or prime commodity; and
9 (5) It shall publicize from time to ‘time
10 developments in productiv;ty, supply, distribution and
11 prices of basic necessities and prime commodities.
12 SEC. 13. Role of the National Statistics Office. -
13 The National Statistics Office shall conduct independent
14 periodic surveys andvstuaies of the selling prices of
15 all basic necessities all over the country as well as
16 . their ﬁ'hare or effect on the family income of the
17 diffe :nf economic grdups ;n the codntry for purposes of‘
: 18 serving askdatabase for government efforts to stabilize'
'; 19 prices, as well’as evaluating the effectivity of the
%- 20 same.
% 21 SEC. 4. Penalty for Refusal or Failure to Submit
] .
: 22 ' Report, Data, etc. or Obstructing Arrest, Inspection,
5 © 23 etc. -  Any person who refuses or unjustifiably fails
} 24 to submit any report, data, information, paper or
‘ 25 documenf,or prevents or obstructs the inspection, taking
26 of pictures or video recordi;g as mentioned in Section
27 10(3) shall be punishéd by imprisonment of six (6) e

28 months to one (1) year or a fine which shali not be less
29 than Five hundred pesos (P500.00) and not more than
30 Fifty thousand pesos (PS50,000.00), or both, at the

31 discretion of the court.
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SEC. 15. Penalty for Refusal or Failure to Obey
#

,Subpoena.. -~ Any person who refuses or unjustifiably

failé to obey a subpoena issued in accordance with
Section 10(5) of this Act may be cited in contempt and
punished in accordance with the Rules of Court.

SEC. 146. Penalty fDC.Violatjon of Price Control. -
Any person who violates Section S of this Act, or the
prescribed price control prices under Section 7 .shall
suffer imprisonment of one (1) £0 ten (10) years or a
fine of not less than Five thousand pesos (P5,000.00)
but not more than One million pesos (P1,000,000.00), or
both, at tBe sound discretion of the court.

SEC. 17. Penalty for Illegal Price Manipulation. -

Any pefson who commits any act of price manipulation of.

any basic necessity or prime commodity under price
control under Section 4 hereof shall suffer impriéonment
of five (S5) to fifteen (13) years and shall be imposed a
fine of not less than Five thousand pesos (PS5,000.00)
and not more than Two million pesos (P2,000,000.00).
However, ‘in /case of a public official or employee who,
by reason of his office, conspires directly or
indirectly in tﬁe commission of any of the acts
prohibited under Section 4 hereof, the penalty shall be

imprisonment of ten (10) to twenty (20) years and a fine

of not less‘tﬁan Twenty thousand pesos (P20,000.00) and

not more than Two million pesos (P2,000,000.00), with

perpetual disqualification to hold public office.

SEC. 18. Imposition of Fines. — In the imposition

of fines, the court shall take the following factors
into consideration:

(1) Whether the subjéct of the violation is a basic
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1 necessity or a prime commodity. Violations involving
2 basic nécessities shall be deemed more serious;
3 (2) wWhether the subject of the violation s under
T price control .under Sections 9 and 7 of tﬁis Act.
5 Violations involving basic DECESSitiES' or prime
6 commodities undef price control shall be deemed more
7 serion; |
_8 (3) The size in terms of assets and capitalization
9 of the business establishment which ~committed . the
10 violation. Bigger establishments shall  be imposed
11 higher fines;
12 (4) The number of violations committed.
13 Respondents who had previously been found to have
14 violated any of the provisions of tQis Act shall be
15 imposed a higher fine; and ‘
16 (3) Such ‘othér considerations as may be 'necessary
17 for the purpose of carrying out the intents, purposes
18 and provisions of this Act.
19 SEC. 19 (Violation By Juridical Persons; Others. -
20 Nhénever any violation of the provisions of this Act is
21 committed by a juridical person, ‘the _officials or
22 employees thereof who ére immediatel* responsible for
23 the violation shall be held liable therefor. The
24 personnel or employees of the implementing agehcies,
25 police authorities, and other agenciés deputized to
258 implement the provisions of this Act who shall, with or
27 without consideration, conspire in the commission or
28 knowingly conceal violations of any of the provisions of
29 this Act 5ha11 likewise be.principally responsible for
30 the violation.
31 SEC. 20. Criminal Penalties Without Prejudice to

/’L/éf
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Administrative Sanctions. - The foregoing criminal
penalties shall be without prejudice to the'

administrative sanctions which the implementing agency
may impose under this Act or under any other law.
SEC. 21. Separability Clause. — If, for any reason,

any provision of this Act or the application of such

provision to any person, group or circumstance, 1s

\]
declared invalid or unconstitutional, the remainder of

this Act shall not bevaffected by such declaration.

SEC. 22. Repealing Clause. - | To the extent
inconsistent with thi§ ‘Act, the following laws and
letters of instruction are hereby repealed:

(l) gaepublié Act No. 4144, entitled "An Act to
Prevent  the ExceSéiQe‘Increase in the Price of Certain
Prime Necessities of Life on the.Oécasion of ., a Public

s

Calahity, Pehalizing the Violation Thereof, and for

other Purposes“;

(2) Presidential Decree No. 1674, entitled

"Providing ‘a Mechanism for Price Regulation, Creating a
Price /Stabilization Council, Prescribing its Fowers and
Responsibilities and forgother Purposes";
©(3) tLetter of Instruction No. 1305, entitled
"Directing Measures to Prevent Cement Hoarding, Price
Nan;pulationvand Profiteeéing“;
(4) Letter Gf . Instruction No. 1342, entitled
“Ordering Immediate Measures to Prevent Price

Manipulation and to Protect Consumers”; and

(5) Letter of Instruction Mo . 1359, entitled

"Directiﬁg Measures to Prevent Hoarding, Profiteering
and Price Manipulation."

!
ALl laws, and rules and regulations inconsistent

15
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1 herewith_ are heretby likewise repealed oar modified
2 accordingly.
3 SEC. 23. Effectivity Clause. — This Act shall. take

4 effect .three (3) days after its publication in two (2)
5 national newspapers of general circulation.

. Approved,

i3




