
SECTION I. OBJECTIVES.· These Rules silek to ensure the orderly and humane execution of the death·, 
penalty by lelhallnjeclion. 

SEC. 2. DEFINITION OF TERMS.· As used In these Rules, unless the context olherwlse requires· .. 

a. "Death Convict" or "Convict" shall refer to a prisoner whose death penally Imposed by a Regional' 
Trial Courlis alflrmed by the Supreme Court en bane; ' ·.' 

b. "Lethal Injection" refers to sodium thlopenthotal, pancuronlum bromide, potassium chloride afld. 
such other lethal substances as may be specllied by the Director of Corrections that will be 
administered intravenously inlo the body of a convict until sall:l convict is pronounced dead; ' 

c. "Bureau" refers to the Bureau of Correclions: 
d. "Director" refers to the Director of the Bureau of Corrections; 
e. "Secrelary" refers tC? the Secrelary of the Department of Justice; 

SEC. 3. PRINCIPLES.- The following principles shall be obServed In the Implementation of these Rul~s: 
a. There shall be no discrimination In the treatment of 8 death convict on account of race, color, 

religlon,language, pditics, nationality, social origin, property, birth or other status. 
b. In the execution of a death penalty, the death convict shall be spared from unnecessary anxiety or 

distress. · · 
c. The religious beliefs of the death convict shall be respected. 

SEC. 4 PRISON SERVICES. -Subject to the avallabllily of resources, a dealh convict shall enjoy th8 
following services and privileges lo encourage and enhance his sell-respect and dignity: 

a. Medical and Dental; 
b. Religious, Guidance and Counseling; 
c. Exercise: 
d. Visitation: and 
e. Mail. 

SEC. 5. CONFINEMENT.· Whenever practlcable, the death convict shall be conlined In an Individual cell':; · 
In a building thetis exclusively assigned lor the use ol dealh convicts. The convict shall be provided 
with a bunk, a steeVwooden bed or mat, e pJIIow or blanket and mosquito net. . ·· 

SEC. 6 RELIGIOUS SERVICES. • Subjectlo securlly condfii~ns, a death convict may be visited by lha· 
priest or minl.ster of his lallh and given such available religious materials which he may require •. 

SEC. 7. EXERCISE. ·A death convict shall be allowed to enjoy regular exercise periods under the 
supervision o_l a guard. 

SEC. e. MEAL SERVICES . • Meals shall, whenever practicable, be served Individually to a death convict 
Inside his cell. Mess utensils shall be made of plastic. After each meal, said utensils shall be 
collected and accounted. · 

SEC. 9. VISITATION.· A death convict shall be allowed to be visited by his immediate family and reputable 
friends at regular Intervals and during designated hours subject to securi~ procedures. 

SEC. 10. LIST OF VISITORS. • A list of persons who may visit a death convict' shall be complied al'ld 
maintained by the prison authorities. The list may Include the members of the convict's Immediate 
family such as his parents; step parenls, foster parents, brothers and sisters, wife or husband and 
children. The list may, upon the request oflhe convict, Include his grandparents, aunts, uncles, In· 
laws and cousins: Other visitors may, alter Investigation, be Included In the tlstllll will assist In 
raising the morale of the conv~ct. 

SEC. 11. INTERVIEWS OF CONVICTS. 
convict shall ~ot be allowed. 

SEC. 14. COURT APPEARANCE. • A death convict shall not be brought outside the ·pen&tlnslitutlon 
where he Is conrined lor appearance or attendance in any court except.when the Supreme Court 
authorizes, upon proper application, said outside movement.Ajudgil who requires the appearance 
or anendance of a death convict In any judldal proceeding shall conduct such proceeding wit~in 
the premises of the penal Institution where the convict Is confined. 

Sec. 15. HOW LETHAL INJECTION IS TO BE ADMINISTERED. ·The execuUon of the death senlence 
by lethatlnjecllon shall be done under the authority of the Director who shalt endeavor to mitigate 
the sufferings of the convict prior to and during the execuUon. , . • .. · . ', . 

Sec. 16. NOTIFICATION ANO EXECUTION OF THE SENTENCE ANOASSISTANCETOTHE CONVICT. 
• The court shall designate a working day for the execuUon of the death penalty but not the .hour 
thereof. Such designation shall only be communicated to the convict alter sunrise of the day of the 
execution, and the execution shall not take place unlit arterthe eXpiration ol 81 least eight (8) hours 
following the nolllicatlon, but before sunset. During the Interval between the. nollllcatlon and 
execution, the convict shall, as far as possible, be furnished such assistance as h&may request In 
order to be allended In his last moments by a priest or minister of the religion he professes and to : 
consult his lawyers, as well as In order to make a will and confer with members of his family or of 
persons In charge of the management of his business, of the admlnistrallon of his property, or of 
the care of hi&; descendants. . · 

SEC. 17. susPENSION OF THE EXECUnON OF THE DEATH SENTENCE,·· The ·death seiltence shall 
not be inflicted upon a woman while sh& Is pregnant or within one (1) year'afterdellwry,· nor upon 
any person over seventy years of age.lnthi&Jast case, the death senten·ce shall be commuted to 
~n~~C~e~~ reclusion perpetuswlth the ~~"~'r penalty p_rovlded In A~cle 40 of th~ Revised 

SEC. 18. PLACE OF. EXECUTION.- The execUllon by klthal Injection shell take place In the prison 
establishment and space thereat as maybe designated by the Dlrector.Sald place shall be dosed 
to public view, · · 

SEC. 19. EXECUTION PROCEDURE.· Details of the proced~re prior to, d~rlng and arter admlfil~tering 
the lethal injection shall be set forth In a manual to be prepared by the Director and submitted to 
the Secretary for review and approval. The manual shall contain details of, among others, the 
sequence of events before and after the execution; procedure~ In setting up the Intravenous line: 
the administration of the lethal drugs; the pronouncement of ~eath: and the rell)oval of the 
Intravenous syslem. · 

Interested parties, Including the accused/death convict, may obtain a copy of the lethal Injection 
manual. 

sEc. 20 QUANTITY AND SAFEKEEPING OF DRUGS PURCHASED. • The exact.quaniflles of the 
drugs needed for an execution of a death penally stiall be purchased by the Director pursuant to 
existing rules and regulations not earl!er than ten (10) days before the schedule date of execution. 
The drugs shall be kept aecurely atlhe office of I he superintendent ot the prison where the daalh 
sentence Is to be executed. All unused drugs shall be Jnvontorled and disposed ol properly under 
the direct supervision of the Director. 

SEC. 21. ADMINISTERING LETHAL DRUGS.· The Injection of the lethal drugs to a death convict shall 
be made by a person designated by the Dlreclor. 

SEC. 22 IDENTITY OF PERSON AND ADMINISTERING 'LETHAL INJECTION. ·The Identity of the 
person who Is designated to administer the lethatlnjection shall,,be kept secret. 

SEC. 23. PERSONS WHO MAY WITNESS EXECUTION. • The execution of a death convict shall bo 
wilnossed ontv bv tho oriosl or minister n..ssi.dlnn thn. aiiAnrlAr .1>nd hv hi<> ,,........,, .. """' hu h.l .. 



-". . ~ ' 
.• r-·'" .~ ............. u1v uu<~u• <.:UI!Vlt;{ ~;nau oe confined In an Individual cell ,-

Ill a building that is exclusively ass!gn11d lor the use of death convlcll. The convict ~I be provld&cj 
wit~ r~nk, a steal/wooden bed or mat, a pQJow or ~a.~kel arjd m~squn~ naL /' \., ... 

SEC. 6 R; '7US SERVICES. ·SubJect to security ~ruons, a death_ convict m{ sited 
pu, _.1inlstar of his faith and given &uch available rtllg!ous.malorials whlcJ. .ay 

SEC. 7. E..11. .. ~•CISE. • A death convict shall be allowed to enl<*. regular exercise Pel-rOds "'''""'''" '•I' 
supervision o! a guard. . . · , 

SEC. 8. MEAl. SERVICES. ·Meals shall, whenever practicable, be s~•ve-~lln<fhl ri~""llll,l ~ IO~do,!f;h ~>~VI••; 
Inside his cell. Mass utensils shall be made of plasUc.- Allar 
collected and accounted. · • 

SEC. 9. VISITATION.· A death convicl shall be allowed to be visited by his Jm'tnodlate family and repulabl~ ' 
friends at ~egular Intervals and during designated hours lil;'b)act It securily procedures. · 

SEC. 10. l.IST OF VISITORS.· A list of persons who may vlsll'a death c~nvlct' shall be complied ~nd 
maintained by the prison aulhori!Jes. The list may Include tho members of the convict's Immediate 
family such as his parents, Slap parents, foster parents, brothers and sisters, wile or husband and 
children. The nst may, upon the request of the convict, include his grandparents, aunts, uncles, In· 
laws and cousins: Other visitors may, alter Investigation, be Included In the Jist If II will assist in 
raising the morale of the convict. 

SEC. 11. INTERVIEWS OF CONVICTS. ·Television, radio and other Interviews by media of a death 
convict shall not be allowed. • . 

~~~- .· SEC. 12. HANDW~q,OF INMATE. MAIL ~-Th& sarid)ng-a·na iec:Givklg of malr:l~y'a' death convict Shalf be 

l1X-: ~·(~~-~?- ~-~;~?~~~~-~~~1~~~~[~;n~~ ~-!~~c!!;-,r:~ro~~~-c-~,u~n~~~~~ :;~~~- :~y.censore~~;j:~:~:~nco ~i~_ eyJ_sung • 

SEC. 13. OUTSIDE MOVEMENT. ·A death convict may be allowed to leave his place of confinement 
only for diagnosis of a J!fo-lhreataning situation or treatment of a serious aliment, lithe diagnosis 
cannot be done or the treatment provided In the prison hospllal. 

SEC. 14. COURT APPEARANCE. ·A dealh convict shall not be brought outside the Penal Institution 
where he Is confined for appearance or attendance Jn any court excepl.when the Supreme Court 
authorizes, upon proper appllcallon, said outside movement. A judge who requires tho appearance 
or attendance of a death convict In any judicial proceeding shall conduct such proceeding within 
the premises of the penal Institution whore the convict Is confined. 

Sec. 15. HOW LETHAL INJECTION IS TO BE ADMINISTERED.· The execution of the death sentence 
by lethal injection shall bo done under the authority of the Director who shall endeavor to mitigate 
the sullerings of the convict prior to and during the execution. 

Sec. 16. NOTIFICATION AND EXECUTION OF THE SENTENCE AND ASSISTANCE TO THE CONVICT. 
-The court shall designate a working day for the execution of tho death penally but not the hour 
thereoi.Such designation shall only bo communicated to the convict after sunrise of the day of the 
execution, and the execution shall not take place unUI after the expiration of_ at least eight (8) hours 
following the notification, but before sunset: During the Interval between the. notification and 
execution, tho convict shall, as far as possible, be furnished such assistance as he-may requeslin 
order to be attended Jn his last moments by a priest or mlnls!er of the religion he professes and to 
consult his lawyers, as well as in order to make a will and confer with members of his family or of 
parsons In charge of the management of his buslllltss, 'of the administration of his property, or of 
the care of his descendants. ' 

SEC. 17. SUSPENSION OF THE EXECUTIO/f OF THE DEATH SENTENCE.· The'death sentence shall 
not be inflicted upon a woman while she is pregnant or within one (1} yea rafter daJivory, nor upon 
any person over seventy years of age'.ln'thls,lasl case, the death sentence shall be commuted to 
the penally o{ reclusion perpetuawlth the accessory penalty provided In Article -40 of the Revised 
Penal Code. . • · · 

SEC. 18. PLACE OF. EXECUTION.· Tho execUtion by lethallnjeclion shall take place In the prison 
establishment and space thereat as may be designated by the D/rector.Sald place shall be closed 
to public view, 

SEC. 19. EXECUTION PROCEDURE.· Del ails of the procedure prior to, during and after admlrilstering 
the lethal Injection shall be sot forth In a manUal to be prepared by the Director and subm/Ued to 
the Secretary lor review and approval. Tho manual shall contain details of, among others, the 
sequence of events before and afler the axecuuon: procedures In setting up the Intravenous line: 
the administration of the lethal drugs: the pronouncement of death: and the ren')oval of the 
Intravenous system. · 

lnteres!ed parties, Including the accused/death convict, may obtain a copy of the Jathallnjectlon 
manual, · 

sEc. 20 QUANnrr AND SAFEKEEPING DF DRUGS P-URCHASED. • The exact· quanilties of th~ 
drugs needed lor an execution of a death penalty sliall ba purchased by the Director pursuant to 
existing rules and regulations not earlier than ten (10) days before the schedule date of execution. 
The drugs shall be kept securely altha otnce of the auperlmandant of the prison where the death 
sentence Is to be executed. AU unused drugs shall be_ inventoried and disposed of property under 
the direct supervision of the Dl~ector, 

SEC.21. ADMINISTERING l.ETHAL DRUGS.· The Injection of tho le!hal drugs to a death convict shaJJ 
be made by a person designated by the Director. 

SEC. 22 IDENTITY OF PERSON AND ADMINISTERING LETHAL INJECTION.· Tho Identity of the 
person 'Nho Is designated to administer the letha/Injection shall,_be kept secret. 

SEC. 23. PERSONS WHO MAY WITNESS EXECUTION. • The execution of a death convict shall be 
wimassed only by the priest or minister assisting the offender and by· his lawyers, and by his 
relatives, not exceeding six, If the convict so desires, by the physician and !he necessary personnel 
of the penal es!abllshment, and by such persons as the.Direclor may aulhorlza. _ · 

A person below eighteen (18) years of age shall not be allowed to witness an execution. 
SEC. 24. EXPULSION OF WITNESS.· Any person who makes unnecessary noise or displays rude or 

Improper behavior during an execution shall be expelled from the lethalinjecllon chamber. 
SEC. 25. NON-RECORDING OF EXEcunoN. ·The Director shall not allow the visual, sound or'}" 

recording of the actual execution by media or by any private person or group. 
SEC. 26. DISPOSITION OF CORPSE OF CONVICT.·· Unless claimed by his family, the corpse of a 

·Oeath convict shall, upon tho completion of the legal proceedings subsequenlto the execution, be 
turned over to an lnsUtutlon of learning or scientific research first applying for It, for the purpose of 
study and Investigation, provided thai such lnstJtuUon shall take charge of the deca/11 burial of the 
remains. Otherwise, the Director shall order the burial of the body of the convict at government 
expense, granting permission to be present thereat to the members of the family of the convict 
and the friends of the latter. In no case shall Qe burial of a death convict be held with pomp. 

sec. 27. EFFECTIVITY.· These Autos shall take affect fifteen (15) days after publication In a newspaper 
of general clrculallon. · · 

APPROVED. 

20 October 1998 

negligence, 
Gil and Moral· met with 

Sombillon las( week but 1he 
NBI docto'r stoOd fiJ111 on his 
findings prompting NBJ lnv& 
tigators to. red:>!nmend-' the, 
negligence resu!~ to gffive~ 
physical injuries ·charges· . 
against the tW~ ~lllfl medi- · 
pJI practitiqncfS.-':1 ··.- ': 

SombiiJon sajd Moral-as 
the pediatricia'n ~-should 
haVe postpon_ed th'e scht;· 
duled surgery ~ed · oQ her 
pneumonia diagnosis of ¢e 
girl, while Gil- aS the atiaes· 
rhcsiologist -should haVe 
stopped the SUJBeryafter read· 
ing Mor-JI's pneumonia diag· 
nosis. -jose Aravilla 


