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AN ACT TO REQUIRE THE USE OF GENERIC DRUGS IN THE
COUNTRY “

SECTION 1. Title. - This Act shall be known as
“The Generic .Druge Act of 1988."
| SEC. 2. Statement of Policy. - It is the policy of
the State to promote'and.encourage the use of 'generic
terminology (names) in the importation, manﬁfacture,
marketing, promotion, prescripiion, dispensation and
vtilization of pharmaceutical products. |
SEC. 3. Generic Terminologv (Names). Defized. -

(a) Generic terminology (name) is the'identifiéaﬁion of
drugs by their scientifically and internatiénally
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composition or by +their official generic name as

determined by the Bureau.of'Food and _Drugs or the
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appropriate agency concerned.

(b) Branded generics refers to drug products which .
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will be presented in their generic format, also carry 'ﬁhe
name of the company. or manufacturer preceding the
product”s ﬁeneric name. | |

(c) Branded products refer to drug products which
are presented under their own ﬁrand names. |

SEC. 4. Hho Shall Use Geperic Terminclogy (Names).
- A. Medical practitioners, in writing preacripiions
must  indicate the generic name of thé ‘drug. Such
prescfiption must not be substituted when served in any
drugsﬁore in order to ensure the responsibility of  the
manufacturer, prescriber or rgtailér, as the case may be.

B. Any organization or compﬁny ;iﬁvolved _in the
process of manufacturing, 1mportation.'repa§king, and/or -
distribution of - drugs or- medicines shall indicate
prominently  the generic names in  identifying
manufactured drugs on the product labels.

C. 1In the promotion of the use of generic names for
pharéaceuticals, special consideration shall beisiven to
those which are included in fhe essential drug lists
prepared and annually updated by the Department of
Health on the basis of internationally accepted criteria
as well as the prevalent health ﬁroblems- of the
Philippines.

'D. Incentives and other special promotive privi-
leges shall be granted to producere of these essential
druge as may be allowed by law: EPErovided, That generic
terminolégv is exciuaivelv;uaed in their manufacture,

distribution, marketing and sales.
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SEC. 5. Posting and Eublications. - The Department

1
_2 ' of - Health sha;l publish in atrleﬁst mwo'(Z) \newspapers
3 - of general circulation the list of  a11 pharmaceutical
4 " products with'tﬁéir-corresponding ésneric hame.
5 ' Subjgct-to tﬁe”rules and regulations promulgated by
6 the Department of Health, all drug outlets including
1 7 drugstores, haspitalskand non-hospital pharmacists may
‘ 8 inform any puyer,bf drugs and medicines about aﬁy or all
9 'other drug products having the' same generic name N
12 - together ~with their corresponding prices so that the buyex |
| 11 may exercise his option qﬁd they uhﬁli-’alsg post  in
‘ 12 conspicuous places in their business establishment a
13 list of drug products having the same generic name ‘wiih
14 their corresponding prices. | |
15  SEC. 6. Reauiring Government Health Agencies To Be
16 and Make Available Druge Hith Generic Names. - Govern -
17 ment health agencies and their personnel shall use gene-
18. ric terminology (names) in all transactions including
18 purchaéing, prescribing, dispensing and administering of
20 drug related to.the use of pharmaéeutieala:' Provided,
21 houever, That the guality of such druéé with generic
22 names is duly certified by thelDeparthent of Health, or
23 .the appropriate agency_boncerned. -
24 SEC. 7. Egnalix. -~ Any person who vioclates any
25 provision of thié Act ghall éuffer the penalt&» of
impr;sonment of not less thén gix (8) months Anor nore
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than one (1)' year, or\a fine of not 1less than Five
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thousand pesos (P5,900.09), ndr more ihan Ten thousand
pesos (P10,00@.98), or both sﬁch fine and imprisonment
at the discretion of the Court. In case of corporations,
the officers directly responsible for such violation
shall be liable under this Aét. If the gullty party 1is
an alien, he shall be ipsc facto depofted after service
of sentence without need of further proceedinés.'
Establishmenﬁé or fifms foﬁnd,  vidlating “the

provisions of this Ac%t gshall likewise suffer appropfiate

administrative sanctions such as guspension or

qancellation of.licenée, as the case may be.

SEC. 8. Rules and Regulationa. - The implementation
of the provisions of this Act shall be in accordance
with rules and regulations %o be‘ promulgated by the
Department of Health in consultation with the affected
sectors. P .,

SEC. 9. Sﬁpﬁ;ﬁhiliixlclaugg. - 'If any provision
of this Acﬁ ig declared invalid, the remainder hereof
not affected thereby shall remain in force and effect.

SEC. 10. Repealing Clauee. - All laws, decrees,
executive orders, rules and regulations contrary to any‘
of the proéisions of_this Act are hereby repealed or
modifiéd accordingly. ‘

SEC. 11. - Effectivity. - This Act shall take
effect fifteen (15) days after its'qomplqte pﬁblication _
in +two (2) newspapers of general circulation, except
Section 7 hereof, which shall take effect five (5) years

aftef the effectivity of this Act in order to give ample

time for +the dissemination . of information 'necesaar§
therefor. -

Approvedﬂ



