
tions: Provided, lwwever, That for any oath or affirmation 
administered by him, no fee shall be charged or collected. 

SEC. 2. This Act shall take effect upon its approval. 
Approved, June 17, 1949. 

H. No. 2118 
[REPUBLIC AcT No. 386] 

AN ACT TO ORDAIN AND INSTITUTE THE CJYIL 
CODE OF THE PHILIPPINES 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the Philippines in Congress assembled: 

PRELIMINARY TITLE 

CHAPTER 1 

EFFECT AND APPLICATION OF LAWS 

ARTICLE 1. This Act shall be known as the "Civil Code 
of the Philippines." (n) 

ART. 2. Laws shall take effect after fifteen days fol­
lowing the completion of their publication in the 0 fficial 
Gazette, unless it is otherwise provided. This Code shall 
take effect one year after such publication. (1a) 

ART. 3. Ignorance of the law excuses no one from com­
pliance therewith. (2) 

ART. 4. Laws shall have no retroactive effect, unless the 
contrary is provided. (3) 

GUIDE TO ABREVIATIONS 
Abbreviation Menning 

n = New article, section, chapter, or · title, not found 
in the old Civil Code. 

a = Amended. Thus (30a) signifies that article 30 
of the old Civil Code has been amended. 

A plain number} 
at the end of = An article of the old Civil Code has been en· 
an article. tirely preserved. Thus (1095) means that 

article 1095 of that Code has been entirely 
preserved. 
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ART. 2268. Suits between members of the same family 
which are pending at the time this Code goes into effect 
shali be suspended, under such terms as the court may de­
termine, in order that a compromise may be earnestly 
sought, or, in case of legal separation proceedings, for 
the purpose of effecting, if possible, a reconciliation. (n) 

ART. 2269. The principles upon which the preceding 
transitional provisions are based shall, by analogy, be ap. 
plied to cases not specifically r sgulated by them. (Rule 
13a) 

REPEALING CLJ' ... USE 

ART. 2270. The following bws ana regula.tions are 
hereby repealed : 

(1) Those parts and provisions of the Civil Code of 1889 
which are in force on the date when this new Civil Code 
becomes effective; 

(2) The provisions of the Code of Commerce governing 
sales, partnership, agency, loan, deposit and guaranty; 

(3) The provisions of the Code of Civil Procedure on 
prescription as far as inconsistent with this Code; and 

(4} All laws, Acts, parts of Acts, rules of court, execu­
tive orders, and administrative regulations which are in­
consistent with this Code. (n) 

Approved, .June 18, 1949. 
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de Filipinas 

Cuarto Per1odo de Esiones 
. . 
) 

SEN ADO 

A C T .b. No. 60 

Mier col es , 27 de abril de 1949 

Se abri6 la sesi6n a la s 10:35 a. m., on e l antiguo edificio de la 

Legislatura, ocupando el cstrado el senador Diokno, par desi gnaci6n del 

Presidents Interino. 

DISPJ!NSACICN DE LA LECTURA DE Li.. LISTA Y DEL li.CTA 
Y APRODACI6N DE ' Lil 0LTIMA 

A moci6n del senador Arranz, se dispens6 la lectur a de lo lista de 

senador cs y la del acta del 26 de abril de 1949 , d6ndose ~sta par apro-

bad a . 

DESPACHO DE LOS ASUNTOS QUE ESTflN SODRE Lli. MESA 
DEL PRESIDENTE 

MEN SAJES DEL PRESIDENTE DE LA REP'ODLICA 

Manila 
April 25 , 1949 

Gentlemen of the Congr ess: 

Pursuant t o the provisions of Paragraph (2) , Section 21 , 
Article VI of the Constituti on , I her eby certify to the ne­
cessity of

1
tho immediat e enactment of H. No. 2118, entitled: 

1m ACT TO ORDAIN liND INSTITUTE THE CIVIL CODE OF THE PHILIP­
PINES. 

Respectfully, 

The Senate 
Congre ss of the Philippines 
Manila 

( Sgd. ) ELPIDIO QUIRIN 0 

Ju Comit~ de C6digo Civil . 



wm:I£AS, tll8 proJlO"(l Civil Code bao IIU!ll9raa aDd ~ain 

J!I'Ovisions, }liU-t1cularl.y Vtlllelt' • ri&h ta J 

VB&trUS, the proposod Chil Code .baa Nell approved liT the 

1JouFJ& or R:eprelwntntivel! J 

VBEREAS, the inclnaloo ot N14 c.4e 1a \he oa1endar of 

m~s ot the Senate vlll •XJ*!ite ita di..wasi.oli 

and CODSideraticm },y" said boc!yJ 

\lrl!i:REAS, tbs approval or the said propo~ Chil O:'Jd£. v1ll 

graatl:r ben~fit voren an~ l'ill.pi.M !atdly relations, 

IE D ' m!SOLVEL', .AS IT IS m;~Y Ri<:SOLVT'.ill, that tJle Philippine 

A.uocil!!ltiOO o! Uni~rrlty Women, through itn Pre~idont aud other 

officers~ petition the P~sident of the Sennte to oonalde::- f'or 

dincuo:rl.on o.nd cppro'ftl tbe propo"ad Civil CodP. cturing the ~t 

MS:510ll or Congress. 

Dow; in the City of Manila 1 t.hie 'rd dB;~· o:' f-Cq, 1949. 

(Sgd.) PilAr. fl . LIU 
~•id•at 

(S(d.) .oo'.lil.O F. Gtl~ 
a.c.retary 



SENAOO 

A C T A No . 63 

Martes, 3 de mayo de 1949 

Se abri6 l a sesi6n a las 10: 55 a. m., en el antiguo edificio de l a 

Legisl atur e , ocupando el estrado al senador Osi as·, por designaoi6n del 

Presi dent s Interino. 

DISPENSACI6N DE LA LECTURA DE LA LIST A Y DEL .ACTi\. 
y ilPROBACI6N DE L;'; ULTI MA 

A moci6n del senador Arranz , se dispens6 la l ectura de l a l ista de 

senadores y l a del acta del 29 de abril de 1949, dAndose ~sta por apro-

bada. 

DESPACHO DE LOS ASUNTOS QUE ~STAN SOBRE LA MESA 
DEL PRESIDi!NTE 

MEN SJ\JE DE Lil CAMARA DE i:BPRESENT ANTES 

Manil a 
April 20 , 1949 

Mr. Pre sident , 

I have been directed to info~ your honorable body that 
the House of Representatives on hpril 27, 1949 , passed the 
fo l lowing House Bil l No . 2118, entitled: 

fiN ACT TO ORDAIN .'\N D ll!STITUTE THE CIVIL CODE OF THE 
PHILIPPTIIES , 

i n which it r equests the concurrenca of the Senate. 

The Honorable 

Very r espectfully, 

(Sgd,) N, PIMENTEL 
Secretary, Hous~ of Representatives 

The President of the Senate 
Manila 

Al Comit~ Especial de C6digo ~ivil, 

J 
"' 



Congreso de la Repfiblica 
de Filipinas 

Cuarto Peri odo de Sesi ones 

) . . 
) 

SEN AOO 

A C T A No, 68 

Martes , 10 de mayo de 1949 

Se abri6 la sesi6n a las 10: 20 a . m., en el ant iguo edificio de 

l a Legislature, ocupando el estrado el senador Osias, por designa­

ci6n del ?residente Interino . 

DISPEIJSACI6N DE LA LECTUR.\ DZ LA LI ST"~ Y DZL . • "..CTA 
Y .~?ROBACI6t~ DE LA (r-r.:':r~·a 

A mo ci6n del sonador Cuenco, se dispens6 la lectura~de la lista 

de senadores y la del acta del 9 de mayo de 1949, dl!ndose ~sta por 

aprobada . 

DESFACHO DE LOS :iS'l!1-lTOS ·~UE. ~ST~J~ SOERE LA :msA 
DEL PRESID.EN TE 

M~ISA.JE DEL P:tESIDEl:lTS DZ LA iGPu.3LIC.t 

:Janila 
April 9, 1949 

Gentlemen of tha Senate: 

I transmit her ewith a certified copy of t he Protocol 
and the accompanying l\.rmex containing the amendments to the 
Agreements, Convent ions and Protocols on Narcotic Drugs con­
cluded at the Hague on 23 January 1912, at Geneva on 11 Feb­
ruary 1925 and 19 February 1925, and 13 July 1931, at Bang­
kok on 27 November 1931, and at Geneva on 26 June 1936, signed 
at Lake Success, New York , on 11 December 1946, by thirty- six 
members of the United Hations. · 

The Philiuoine representative signed the Protocol "1.th 
the usual rese~;ation regarding t!-!'3 reanirements of Philip­
pine constitutional procedur e. Formal acceptance thereof by 
the Government of the Republic of the Philippines is neces­
sary, which shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of 
the United Nations. The Protocol provides in Article VII 
that it shall come into force in respect of each party on 
the date upon which it has been signed on behal f of that par ty 
v~thout reservation as to approval or upon which an instru~ent 
of acceptance bas b een de-positeQ.. The a:nendments '!'ill come 
into force in r espect of each ~reement, Convention and ?Toto­
col v1hen a majority of the partias thereto have be come parties 
tot he pre s~nt protocol. 

·' 
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OF SECTI ON NmE HIJHDRED AN D TWENTY- EIGHT' OF THE 
REVISED ADMIHIS'I'RATI VE CODE AN D PENaLIZING IN­
TENTI (]-1 AL VIOLATION THEREOF, 

r ecomendando que sea apr obado sin enmienda. 

Al Calendar io . 

Del Comit~ de i-iacienda (I . S . llo . 56o - 1 . er c. R. F. ) , 
sabre el Proyecto de L.:;y f·lo . 264J,_ de l a Cfu:1ara de Represen­
tantes , titalado: 

AH ACT ~!li!NWTI:IG SZCTION T:7ELVS ~.T!·~D:'ED diD iHilETY 
OF THE RE"'I/IS~D AD!.iiiiiST:{!tTIV:i!; r:;oDI:: , li.S i\..i·1lfl'IDED, 
SO .\.S TO Efr:Po:.VER 'I'HE CO!r:J\1ISSIGIE~ OF CUSTOM TO 
ILFOSE SURCHARGES NOT E~~CEEDlllG OH::.!: THOGSAND 
PE:SOS ~THOUT THE APPROVAL OF 'l'!iE SECRET.L'RY OF 
FTI'l1!l'lCE, 

:racomenclanc:o qu·3 sea aprobado sin -:Jnmientla . 

Al Calr::ndario. 

Del ComiM de aelaciones Exteriores (I . S. flo . 561 -
l . er C. R. F. ) , sabre el 11Report of the Convention on the 
Privileges :md Ir:ununities of the Specialized Ag3ncies of 
the United t!ation s 11 , recomendando que e l 'Pro;<lt~cto de ~·~so­
l uci6n !!o . 111 del 0enado preparaclo por d::.cho (]omit~ sea 
adoptado sin e~~ierida . 

il Calendario . 

Del Comit(> Zspecial de C6digo Civil (I. u , !.IO , 562 
1 . er C. :.t. F . ) , sabre el Proyecto de LeY iio . 2112 de Ll 
Camara de R.apresentantes , titulado: 

<!U ~~CT TO ORDATI! .UID n : STITUTE TIG SIIITL CODE OF 
TEE P!ITLii-PIHES , 

r ecorn.endsndo que sea aprobar'l0 con enmie nc!Js . 

Al CaJ.endario, 

Rt.""'TIR.ll.CI6N DE ill~ INFORME DE COIHTE 

El senador Garcia pidi6, y asi se acord6 , que se retirase del 

Calendario el Informe del Goiitite de Educaci6n (I. S . !·lo . 559) sobre 

el Proyecto de Ley No. 315 del SenB:do, 

COHSIDERACI6N DEL PROYECTO m; LE'I NO , 411 
DEL Sl!H ADO 

La r·:.esa declar6 en orden la consideraci6n, y an S'= si6n del Se-

nado , del Proyecto de Ley Ho, 4ll dal Sena clo, titulado: 
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As 
Primer Congreso de la Repfl.blica 

de Filipinas 
) . . 

Cuarto Per1odo de Sesiones ) 

SEN ADO 

A C T A No. 69 

Mi~rcolas , 11 de mayo de 1949 

Se abri6 la sesi6n a las 10: 30 a. m., en el antiguo edifi cio 

de l a Legislature , ocupando el estrado el Presidente Prot~mpore, 

Hon. f\1el ecio Arranz, por designaci6n del Presidente I nterino . 

DISPENSACI6N DE LA LECTURA DE L A LISTA Y DEL ACTA 
y APROBA.CI6N DE LA ULTH:.A 

A moci6n del senador Cuenco, se dispens6 la lecture de la 

lista de 3enadores y 1a del acta del 10 de mayo de 1949 , d~ndose 

~sta por aprobada , 

DESPACHO DE LOS ASUNTOS QUE EST~T SOBRE LA MESA 
DEL PRESIDc.NTE 

MENSAJES DE LA CM'AF.A DE REP::lliS.!ol!TANTES 

Manila 
May 9, 1949 

Mr . President: 

I have been directed to inform your honorabl e body 
that the House of Repr esentatives on May 9, 1949, passed 
without amendment Senate Bill No. 269, entitl ed: 

AN ACT TO REDULATE THE PRACTIC.t: OF VE'f.ERJNARY 
MEDICmE AND SUffiERY m THE PHILI PPTims. 

The Honorable 

Very respectfully, 

(Sgd.) N. PI MENTEL 
Secretary, House of Representatives 

The President of the Senate 
Manila 

Al archive. 

I 
I 
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tenor · es> como s:igue~ .; .. ~~.!:.>:. ·.,, ~. :. . ~:_ .. · ~­
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RESOLUTION DECLARING. \:S]If_g_E' FLOOR LEADER, BJNORABLE 
CARLOS P. ~GARCIA,:~--~OCENT OF THE CHARGES PRE­
F~r.AJ.AIN.s~-~1~~PER, SENATE RESOLilliON No.-
78 ··:-.ft..~,i~~J" ..... , ., .. ····:./!· 

•. -~· .·.··;:.':·:)1:\i' .:t; .. . 
Resolved , That Senate Floor-Leader, Honorable 

Carlos P •. Garcia be, as he hereby is, exonerated from 
the charges filed against him in the Senate, as re­
commended in the report of the Special Inve stigating 
Committee created by virtue of .Resolution No . 78 of 
the Senate. 

Adopted , 

Sometido a vctaci6n, el precedente proyec~o de res oluci6n 
) 

fu€1 aprobado l.tn~nimemante . 't 

ORDEN '2:SP:SCIAL 

El sanador Arranz pidi6 el sei"'.alamiento de una orden especial 

~ara que en l a sesi6n del viernes pr6ximo, 13 del actual, se consi-

derasen los siguientes proy•1 ctos de ley del Senado Hoso 417, 423, 

363, 426, 425, 376, 366, 434, 410 y el Proye~ do Resoluci6n ~·To. 

112 de dicho Cuerpo. 

!~ o habiendo objeci6n , a s i se acord6. 

APLAZt\i,iiHiTO DZL P::\OYECTO DE LZJ: HC. 2U3 DE 
Ld CX.:A~ DE REP~.:.:SEJ.iT Ail"TES 

A moci6n del s e.nador Clarcia, se acorJ6 aue la consideraci6n 
!f) • 

clel ?:-oyecto de Ley Ho . 2118 de l a O[tmar·a de Rapr..:s8nt <:mtes , ti-

tulada: AN ACT TO ORD~lr: AH D INSTITTJTS Tf£ CIVIL CODE OF TFIE' 

·~ FHILIPP:G~ES, se aplazase hasta nuevo sefialamiento. 

No habiando objeci6n, asi se acord6. 

"" 
LEVA..fll'TA!fffi·JTO DE LA SESION 

A moci6n del senador Arranz, lev~t6se la sesi6n del S-=nado 
~-

hasta el d1a siguiente, a las diez de la manana. 
(I!) 

Eran las ll: 50 a , m, 

De todo lo cual doy fe: , 
CESAit DE LiLI1..~\BAL 

Secretario I nterino del Senad0 

..... · .. 
, . ... -.. 
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Primer. Gon5reso de la Rep6blica 
de Filipinas 

' I I 

Guarto ?eriodo de sesiones ) 

s~ ~~bri6 ls se~i6n ~ l es lO: 50 a . m., P-O ,~1 emt:!.;:;uo edi fido 

DT.3P -:-::2 .~G I,~H D~ i.:; T.JZCT!: R~i DE LA. LIS'~ :l 
v .~PRC0tiGI6H DE La JLT1n~;. 

..... ...., _ ... , , I" r r.-. 
~) ·~\ ... ; :""l,.\ ' .. \ ,: :J3 LOS .:i~,~~·:::s ~t;~ ··~3·-r':J1 

D~~L 1i.?3:~~~TT~ 

I 
1r I ~ ~·"'\T 
L I).LJ!..J 

I h.:;;,v•-: lJ~ ·~n rl:irect.t~d t'" in.ft):~ yob:r- (!Oti.0!' :.:a~l~,.:.: l)t:'cl~~· 
t1~at ~.!:.,~ ;.iolts~ of ~.epr~~~:-rLtat i~,-.-::s ~-~~ ·~a~r 10, 19./:'J, ~dopt~d 
t he fnli .. , ,, ,_i_t·~ :.-:o1; ~e J('int. 3_,.:;:,~0 lt~tini ' l:n . 7, t·;,~"'.tj t.l~(: : 

~.:-cr!':' :t~-~8v: .tr7.IO~-! .\.tOPTTI~'C; ~r..~ ~? .. :.:~SLATICiT :3Y GI J.IO 
H. PHVG,~"'D:'UT :1.S Tt~ ~JFFit:;I ~'l.L ~I,;,TIQ;·T ~~ .. I.,~\!~ ­

-:!i_~~GS :'S~:'I' r .7 rrrs FT1"!LI??TI!Z ~ ·~ A~IC:i·i ;t !--:"'·~~i!J : 

..... 

.!,.I • 

Thr~ ;:O! ' (ll' 1hl~ 

'-··1 ) .. \ :J!s'· • :..J . 

T h··~ ?:-~stc!er't of ti·,·~ 3 . .:n~t~ 
· · ,:1 ! 1 ~ 1:'1 
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SEC . 6. The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court is 
hereby empowered to appoint such administr ative assistants 
and personnel as he may deem necessa~J to carry out the 
purposes of this Act . To cover the salaries of such assistant s 
and personnel, anc! incidental expenses, until the enactrr..ent of 
the next General Appronriation Act, t~e sum of fifty ttousend 
pesos, or so much thereof as may be necessary, is ~ereby ap­
propriated out of any funds in the ?~ili!Jpine Tr easury not 
otherwise appro~)riatec . 

SEC. 7 . Hl laws 9.nd executi·1e orders or re5ul at ions, 
or parts thereof, i"!1consist8nt with the :;revisions c f this 
d.ct , arG hereby r o::rpeal ::!d , "lodifi~d or am.::me!<:Jd to c0::f C!"lll ;•.ri th 
the p r ovisions hereof . 

S:!:C . ::.. This Act shall t.:~ke ~ffect upon its ::!pproval. 

ORDEr! ::.:s?:.;;GL\L 

::!:1 se!"!:=dor Garcia pidi6 q_ue, mediante orden es!_:ecial, se se~a-

l ase ~ara al ma ::::-t a s, 17 de mayo pr6ximo, ls. cor~.cidaraci6n d e l Pro-

y -3cto de Lay ~ ro . 2ll8 de la Gtunara da ::l.:;p:·es3ntuntes , titulado: 

:'J·! ,:,r.;T ·::-o C'?.D1\ll ! ~JlD I·1 STT~FTS: Tl-::S GIVIL ';OD3 OF T!!E 
.?~JJ:LIF?I!l::.:S . 

f fo !-'!abi e!liJo objeci6n, asi se acorc6 . 

CO~·iTTIIT.l . .:..Ciu:-i DE LA CC!-:SIDERACI6N DEL l'::tOY::!:GTC 
DE L::!:Y tlO . 411 D::!L Sl!f~ADO 

La Mesa ~eclar6 en orden ls coctinuaci6n de la con sider3ci6n 

-. del Proyecto de Ley !'!o , 411 d el Sene.do , titulado: 

~: ACT TO F\jRT:-!EF. w!IS2 ,U·lD ,\:··.!1:1: D TliE ~JI::i.SD ~ECTION 
GODE, 

Zl senador Diokno , pon-:=!~te del ~Jroy-:cto , pro sigui6 con su i.'1-

forme comen2ado en sesi6n anterior, siendo interrogado por los se-

nadores Osias, Francisco y Vera. 

(L:ient r as el senador Dio:mo r end1a su infonne el 
senador :O.'!adriga l ocup6 el estrado.) 

SUSP.El'i SI6N DE LA :.:iESlON 

A petici6n del senador Arran:o, se suspend:.6 la sesi6n por 

breves minutes. 

Sren l as 12: 05 p. m. I 



As 
Primer Consreso de la Rep6blica ) 

de Filipina s • 
Cuarto Per1odo de Sesiones ) 

SEHAOO 

A C T A No. 73 

Martes, mayo 17 de 1942 

Se abri6 la s esi6n a las 11:30 a. m., en el antiguo edificio 

de la Legislature, bajo 1a presidencia del Presidente I nterino, 

Hon. Mariano J. Cuenca. 

DISP.ENSACI6N DE LA LECTURA DE LA LISTA Y DEL ACTA 
Y APROBACI6N DE LA ULTIMA 

A moci6n del eenador Arranz, se dispens6 1a lecture de ·la 

lists de senadores y la del acta del 16 de mayo de 1949, dAndose 

~eta por aprobada. 

DESPACFD DE LOS ASUNTOS QUE EST!N SOB::<.E LA 
MESA DEL PRESIDENTE 

MENSAJES DEL PRESIDENTE DE LA REP6ELICA 

Manila 
May 17, 1949 

Gentlemen of the Congress: 

It is my deep concern that clean elections shall always 
be held 1n this coWltry so that the re~lts thereof may re­
present the true expression of the popular will. I, there­
fore, recommend to the Congress the enactajnt of a law which 
will give to the Commission on Elections greater polrers and 
responsibility and providing for more effective safeguards 
for the conduct of such electione eo as to fulfill its con­
stitutional mission of insuring free, orderly and honest 
elections. 

A more effective deterrent against violations of the 
election law is also demanded if we are to profit from our 
past experiences. The penalties for offenses that violate 
the Plri ty of the ballot eboul.d be in ere a sed to the limits 
consistent with our sense of justice. The oft-repeated 
practice of padding the electoral census for the purpose 
of gaining advantage in the election should be dealt with 
drastically. 
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COO SIDERACI9N DEL PROYECTO DE LEY N 0. 2118 
DE LA CAJI...ARA DE REPRESENTANTES 

La Mesa declar6 en orden la consideraci6n, y en sesi6n 

del Senado, del Proyecto de Ley No. 2118 de la Cllmara de Re-

presentantes, tituladot 

AN AOT TO ORDAIN .AND INSTITUTE THE CIVIL CODE OF THE 
PHILIPPINES. 

El senador Tafiada hizo la ponencia del proyecto, siendo 

interrogado por los senadores Pendatun y Arranz. 

SUSP.msr6N DE LA SESI6N 

A petici6n del senador Arranz y no habiendo objeci6n, se 

suspendH> la sesi6n por algunos minutes. 

Eran las ll: 53 a.m. 

REANUDACI6N DE LA SESICi\ 

Se reanud6 1a sesi6n a las 12:61 p. m. 

SUSPEN SI6N DE LA COO SIDERACIOO DEL PROYECTO , 
DE LEY NO. 2ll8 DE LA CAW.A.RA 

DE REP RES EN T.ANTES 

A moci6n del senedor Diokno, se acord6 que la consideraci6n 

de este proyecto de ley fue se suspendida basta la sesi6n siguiente, 

a las cuatro de la tarde. 

CCNTINUACIOO DE LA CONSIDERACIOO DEL PROYECTO 
DE LEY NO. 256o DE LA CAMARA 

DE REPRESENT.ANTES 

La Mesa declar6 en orden 1a continuaci6n de la consid eraci6n 

del Proyecto de Ley No. 2560 de 1a Cllmara de Representantes, titu­

lado: 

AN AOT PROVIDING FOR .THE RED:E2WI'l00 OF EMEffi ENCY AND 
GUERRILLA CURRENCY NOTES REX1 ISTERED AND DEPOSIT­
ED UNDER THE PROVISION S OF REPUBLIC ACT NUMBERED 
TWENTY-T'M), APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR, AND FOR 
OTHER PURPOSES. 

E1 s enador Cabi li rindi6 la ponencia ecerce del proyecto y 

• 


